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2016 was a very interesting year. We had a lot of change and many of us ended the year not knowing what to expect 

in 2017. In times of change, it's always good to have some stability, and the 

constant for me has been the continued work the Foundation is doing 

to support school food reform across the country.  

One of the greatest moments for me in 2016 was being a part of 

the last Let's Move! meeting in December at the White House. 

I had been working with this group of childhood wellness 

experts and advocates for nearly seven years. It was truly 

amazing to take a moment to reflect on the massive 

accomplishments that we all had made together, and it made 

me think about what school food was like before the Healthy 

Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010. This piece of legislation was 

the most progressive step our country has taken to support 

healthier eating for kids. I am grateful to all those that have been, 

and will continue to work tirelessly to create change.  

We can't control what tomorrow will bring; however, I can assure you 

that the Chef Ann Foundation will be uncompromising in our work to ensure 

that every child has access to fresh, healthy food at school every day. 

Sincerely,

C H E F  A N N  C O O P E R

D E A R  F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  C H E F  A N N  F O U N D A T I O N ,

F o u n d e r  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d



O U R  M I S S I O N

T O  P R O V I D E  S C H O O L  
C O M M U N I T I E S  W I T H  T H E  T O O L S ,  
T R A I N I N G ,  R E S O U R C E S ,  A N D  
F U N D I N G  T H A T  E N A B L E S  T H E M  
T O  C R E A T E  H E A L T H I E R  F O O D  
A N D  R E D E F I N E  L U N C H R O O M
E N V I R O N M E N T S .

C H E F A N N F O U N D A T I O N . O R G
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70%
of kids who eat school 

lunch qualify for free or 
reduced price meals

31

children will develop 
diabetes in their lifetime

million children eat school 
lunch every day

T H E  S I T U A T I O N

93%
of kids don't eat enough 

vegetables
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1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2. United States Department of Agriculture 
3. Food Research and Action Center 4. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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S A L A D  B A R S  T O  S C H O O L S
A grant program that helps schools expand their commitment to serving fresh fruits and vegetables 

by implementing salad bars as part of their daily meal program. 

P R O J E C T  P R O D U C E
A grant program that helps schools increase kids' access to fresh fruits and veggies while providing 

nutrition education through fun, lunchroom learning activities. 

A program that provides hands-on support through assessment, in-person training, strategic 

planning, and systems grants, allowing school districts to serve healthier food.

S C H O O L  F O O D  S U P P O R T  I N I T I A T I V E

T H E  L U N C H  B O X
An online resource that provides free step-by-step guides, tools, and recipes to help schools 

improve their food programs and transition to scratch-cooking. 

P A R E N T  A D V O C A C Y  I N I T I A T I V E
Resources to inspire, educate, and activate parents to advocate for better school food in their 

communities. 

O U R  P R O G R A M S

In 2016, 68% of schools who implemented a salad bar saw an increase in participation of their 

school lunch program. 

In the third year of the program, we awarded 122 schools with Project Produce grants, reaching 

59, 098 students. 

In 2016, we visited 60 schools in five states to assess their school food operations and transition 

them to a scratch-cook production model, benefiting 22,321 children.  

Last year, 5000 additional healthy food advocates began using our resources to improve their 

school food.  

We launched our first webinar in 2016 to train parents on effective strategies to influence their 

school's wellness policy. 



O U R  P R O G R A M SM A R A  F L E I S H M A N

"We have had huge success with our salad bar, kindergarten through 4th 

graders being our biggest fruit & veggie eaters. I have seen an increase in 

the amount of fresh fruits and veggies we go through and a decrease in 

canned fruit intake." M A R I A  S C H W A R Z R O C K

We have been working on school food reform since 2009, and what was 

most striking about 2016 was the increasing number of schools that 

applied for our grants. School communities are realizing that they want 

to improve, and they are taking the steps to get there. Three things 

really stand out for me as I reflect on our 2016 programming:

C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R

1. 2016 marked our 6th year working on the Salad Bars to Schools 

     initiative and the partnership ended the year having granted out  

     nearly 4800 salad bars across the country. With over 500 schools  

     still on the waitlist for a grant, we know that salad bars are 

     becoming mainstream. 

2. Processed, heat-and-serve food is not the only game in town 

     anymore. We had double the number of applicants in 2016 for our 

     School Food Support Initiative grant. Schools are ready to make change 

     and they are reaching out for help to get there! 

3. Education can be extended into lunchrooms too. We awarded over 100 Project 

     Produce grants in 2016, and schools are coming up with innovative ideas for fruit and veggie education in lunchrooms. 

Despite the restrictions and barriers, schools are making it happen. They are preparing healthier food, made with fresh 

ingredients that is cooked from scratch. It can be done, and we have seen a huge increase in schools that want to create 

change.

F O O D  S E R V I C E  M A N A G E R ,  P L E N T Y W O O D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T ,  I L



391,919

67%

2,154

kids reached by 
Chef Ann Foundation's 
programming in 2016

schools reached in 2016

of kids reached by  our 
programs are from 

low-income households
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"Over the course of our 10 Project 
Produce "Chef's Tasting Table" events, 
participation increased across all grade 
levels to more than 90%. It was 
fascinating to witness the students' 
enthusiasm grow over time and to 
discover how each age interacted with 
the tasting events. Thank you Chef Ann 
Foundation for injecting the jet fuel into 
our school food education efforts!"

LINDSEY SHIFLY

"Our salad bar has been a great way for 
our kids to get fresh fruits and veggies 
that they might not get at home. We 
have seen an increase in participation 
of about 14% and a decrease in waste by 
letting the kids pick what they want to 
eat." 

WELLNESS COMMITTEE MEMBER 
DIAMOND LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT, IL

CHELSEY FINK
FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR 

METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WARREN CITY, IN 
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C H A N G I N G  T H E  W A Y  W E  F E E D  O U R  K I D S

59,098
kids tasted new 

fruits and vegetables

21,148
tools downloaded from 

The Lunch Box

621
salad bars placed 

in schools



NUMBER OF SCHOOLS SERVED IN 2016 
BY STATE



T H E  F I N A N C I A L S S U P P O R T  R E V E N U E

P R O G R A M S

E X P E N D I T U R E S

Let's  Move Salad Bars to Schools:  $1,300,913 

The Lunch Box:  $57,762 

Project Produce:  $79,827 

School  Food Support Initiative:  $188,042 

Online Learning:  $103,723** 

Get Schools Cooking:  $32,552***

TOTAL REVENUE: $3,202,390*

TOTAL EXPENDITURES: $2,382,129

*Amount of  2016 revenue that was restricted for 
future spending:  $1,270,754
**Future Program 
***Completed Program

Visit tiny.cc/CAFAudit for our 2016 financial audit
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Boulder Food Group 

Earthbound Farm

Elevation Reps of the Rockies

Guckenheimer 

Healthy Skoop

Lucky's Market 

Made in Nature

Makeena

Mamma Chia

Presence Marketing

Quinn Snacks

Solgar Inc.

Steelite

Telluride Wine Festival

The Harris Team

C O R P O R A T E  S U P P O R T
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Bill & Melinda Gates 
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F O U N D A T I O N  S U P P O R T

C O R E  P A R T N E R S
Colorado Health 

Foundation 

The Life Time Foundation

Whole Kids Foundation

United Fresh Start 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 #REALSCHOOLFOOD SPONSORS

To become a sponsor in 2017, please contact danielle@chefannfoundation.org.

Sam Kass,  

NBC News Food Analyst

Al Roker, TV Show Host Emma Hemming-Willis, Model

Dr. Oz, TV Show Host
Eric Paslay

Country Musician

Tom Colicchio, Celebrity Chef

Kate Flannery

Actress

Cast of "The Flash"

REACHED 20,000,000+ PEOPLE IN 2016

#REALSCHOOLFOOD

Actors          

Bobby Canavale & Rose Byrne, Actors
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