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WELCOME 

We welcome you to Chester Cathedral!   

It is a place where the mission of the 

church to proclaim God’s love is central, 

and your welcome presence here for 

worship helps to strengthen this vital act of 

witness.  
 

We’re a paperless Cathedral and are 

working environmentally to save paper. 

The service can be downloaded  

to your device using the QR code at the 

back of the nave, or by visiting 

Services - Chester Cathedral. Hymns, 

readings and responses will be presented 

on the screens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
 

Communion setting 

Missa Brevis    Jonathan Dove b.1959 

 

Gradual    Psalm 145:10-19 

  

Motet   

O sacrum convivium  Thomas Tallis 1505-85 

 

Voluntary 

Niagara     Jonathan Dove b.1959 

 
 
 

     

https://chestercathedral.com/worship-music/services/


Throughout the service, where indicated, 

please only stand if you feel able to do so.  
 

We are delighted to welcome The 

Archdeacon of Macclesfield as our 

preacher today, and The Thames 

Philharmonic Choir to sing our services. 

 
Children 
 

Activities for children are available in the 

side aisles. 

 
Receiving Communion   
 

We warmly invite Christians of all 

denominations to come and receive bread 

and wine at the distribution of Holy 

Communion. Gluten-free wafers are 

available; please indicate to the priest if you 

require one. If you prefer not to receive 

you are invited either to come forward for 

a blessing or to remain in your seat. 

 

We are offering the chalice to every 

communicant at all communion stations. 

Please do not intinct (dip) the wafer 

yourself. If you prefer only to receive the 

wafer, then please do so.  

 

 



COLLECTION 
 

The Cathedral costs around £6000 a day 

to keep open, and we need your support. 
   

We invite you to generously give to ensure 

our future: 
   

A collection will be taken during the 

service; donations can otherwise be left 

with cash or using the  

Contactless Donation Plates. 

A sidesperson can help you with this. 
 

Via the Cathedral Website  

www.chestercathedral.com/donate 
 

  

We need your help to make sure that 

services like this one can continue and that 

we can keep the doors open for everyone. 

Thank you for your generous 

contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.chestercathedral.com/donate


THE GATHERING 
 

Please stand, if able, to sing the hymn. 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Alleluia, sing to Jesus, 

his the sceptre, his the throne; 

alleluia, his the triumph, 

his the victory alone: 

hark the songs of peaceful Sion 

thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation, 

hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

Alleluia, not as orphans 

are we left in sorrow now; 

alleluia, he is near us, 

faith believes, nor questions how; 

though the cloud from sight received him 

when the forty days were o'er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise, 

'I am with you evermore'? 
 

Alleluia, Bread of Angels, 

thou on earth our food, our stay; 

alleluia, here the sinful 

flee to thee from day to day; 

intercessor, friend of sinners, 

Earth's Redeemer, plead for me, 

where the songs of all the sinless 

sweep across the crystal sea. 



 

Alleluia, King eternal, 

thee the Lord of lords we own; 

alleluia, born of Mary, 

Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 

thou within the veil hast entered, 

robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 

thou on earth both Priest and Victim 

in the Eucharistic feast. 
 
W. Chatterton Dix 1837-98       HYFRYDOL 

R.W. Pritchard 1811-87 

 

Greeting 
 

The President says 
 

Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you.  

 

Informal words of welcome may be added. 

 

Opening sentences 
 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour  

and power. 
 

For you have created all things, 

and by your will  

they have their being. 



Prayers of Penitence 
 

Please be seated. The Deacon says  
 

Jesus said: Before you offer your gift,  

go and be reconciled.  

As brothers and sisters in God’s family,  

we come together to ask our Father  

for forgiveness. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence,  

through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son  

Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you  

in newness of life 

to the glory of your name.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Kyrie  
 

The choir sings 
 

Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy.  

Christe eleison.  Christ, have mercy.  

Kyrie eleison.   Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

Absolution 
 

The President says 

 

Almighty God,  

who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you  

from all your sins,  

confirm and strengthen you  

in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

Please stand, if you are able. 

 

 

 

 



Gloria in excelsis 
 
 

The choir sings 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax 

hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus te, 

benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, 

gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam 

tuam. Domine Deus, rex coelestis, Deus pater 

omnipotens, Domine fili unigenite Jesu 

Christe. Domine Deus, agnus Dei, filius patris. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. Qui 

tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem 

nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram patris, 

miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu 

solus Dominus, tu solus altissimus, Jesu 

Christe. Cum sancto spiritu, in Gloria Dei 

patris. Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his 

people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 

give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 

God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For 

you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 

 



Collect 
 

The President says 
 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 

who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts  

to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth  

the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LITURGY  

OF THE WORD 
 

Please be seated. 
 

New Testament reading 
 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the 

Ephesians.  

 
 

For this reason I bow my knees before the 

Father, from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth takes its name. I pray that, 

according to the riches of his glory, he may 

grant that you may be strengthened in your 

inner being with power through his 

Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love. I pray that 

you may have the power to comprehend, 

with all the saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, and to know 

the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, so that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God. 
 

Now to him who by the power at work 

within us is able to accomplish abundantly 



far more than all we can ask or imagine, to 

him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
Ephesians 3:14-end 

 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   
 

 

Gradual    Psalm 145:10-19 

The choir sings 
 

All thy works praise thee, O Lord :  

and thy saints give thanks unto thee. 
 

They shew the glory of thy kingdom :  

and talk of thy power; 
 

That thy power, thy glory,  

and mightiness of thy kingdom :  

might be known unto men. 
 

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom : 

and thy dominion endureth throughout all 

ages. 
 

The Lord upholdeth all such as fall :  

and lifteth up all those that are down. 
 

The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord : 

and thou givest them their meat in due 

season. 



Thou openest thine hand : and fillest all 

things living with plenteousness. 
 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways :  

and holy in all his works. 
 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 

upon him : yea, all such as call upon him 

faithfully. 

 

 

Please stand for the Gospel procession. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.  

You have the words of eternal life.  
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 

Holy Gospel 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John.                     

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of 

Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.  A 

large crowd kept following him, because 



they saw the signs that he was doing for 

the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and 

sat down there with his disciples.  
 

Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, 

was near. When he looked up and saw a 

large crowd coming towards him, Jesus 

said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread 

for these people to eat?’ He said this to 

test him, for he himself knew what he was 

going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six 

months’ wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.’ One 

of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here 

who has five barley loaves and two fish. But 

what are they among so many people?’  
 

Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ 

Now there was a great deal of grass in the 

place; so they sat down, about five 

thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, 

and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were 

seated; so also the fish, as much as they 

wanted. When they were satisfied, he told 

his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left 

over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they 

gathered them up, and from the fragments 

of the five barley loaves, left by those who 

had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  
 



When the people saw the sign that he had 

done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the 

prophet who is to come into the world.’ 

When Jesus realized that they were about 

to come and take him by force to make 

him king, he withdrew again to the 

mountain by himself. 
 

When evening came, his disciples went 

down to the lake, got into a boat, and 

started across the lake to Capernaum. It 

was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come 

to them. The lake became rough because a 

strong wind was blowing. When they had 

rowed about three or four miles, they saw 

Jesus walking on the lake and coming near 

the boat, and they were terrified. But he 

said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ Then 

they wanted to take him into the boat, and 

immediately the boat reached the land 

towards which they were going. 
 

John 6:1-21 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
After the gospel procession has returned to the 

altar, and after the preacher’s opening prayer, 

please be seated. 

 



Sermon  

The Venerable Jane Proudfoot 

 

 

After the sermon, a brief period of silence is 

kept. Please stand, if you are able. 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

The President says 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  



and the Virgin Mary  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  
 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated  

at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken  

through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic  

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen.  



Please be seated. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In the power of the Spirit  

and in union with Christ,  

let us pray to the Father. 

 

After each petition the following response  

may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

At the end 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



THE LITURGY OF THE 

SACRAMENT 

The Peace 

Please stand. The President says 
 

We are the body of Christ.  

In the one Spirit  

we were all baptised into one body.  

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
The Deacon says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 

Offertory Hymn 
 

Lord, thy word abideth, 

and our footsteps guideth; 

who its truth believeth, 

light and joy receiveth. 
 

When our foes are near us, 

then thy word doth cheer us, 

word of consolation, 

message of salvation. 



 

When the storms are o'er us, 

and dark clouds before us, 

then its light directeth, 

and our way protecteth. 
 

Who can tell the pleasure, 

who recount the treasure 

by thy word imparted 

to the simple-hearted? 
 

Word of mercy, giving 

succour to the living; 

word of life, supplying 

comfort to the dying. 
 

O that we discerning 

its most holy learning, 

Lord, may love and fear thee, 

evermore be near thee! 

 
H.W. Baker 1821-77     RAVENSHAW 

Medieval German melody 

ad. W.H. Monk 1823-89 

 

 

Please remain standing.  

 

 

 

 



Preparation of the Altar 
 

The President prays 
 

Blessed be God,  

by whose grace creation is renewed,  

by whose love heaven is opened,  

by whose mercy  

we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

at all times and in all places 

to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, heavenly King, 

almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

For he is your living Word; 

through him you have created all things 

from the beginning, 

and formed us in your own image. 



Through him you have freed us  

from the slavery of sin, 

giving him to be born of a woman  

and to die upon the cross; 

you raised him from the dead 

and exalted him to your right hand on high. 

Through him you have sent upon us 

your holy and life-giving Spirit, 

and made us a people  

for your own possession. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
 

The choir sings 

 Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  

Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  

Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.  

Hosanna in excelsis. 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.  

Hosanna in excelsis. 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the one who comes  

in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 



The President continues 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example  

and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night  

that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take, eat; this is my body  

which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and 

glorious ascension; 



we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial  

of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

The Deacon says 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

The President continues 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you  

in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise:  

Blessing and honour  

and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

The Lord’s Prayer can be offered in your own 

language. 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 
 

Though we are many,  

we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 



Giving of Communion  

The President says 

God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Agnus Dei 

The choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

dona nobis pacem. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away  

the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away  

the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away  

the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

 

All Christians are welcome to receive Holy 

Communion or a blessing. Sidespeople will direct 

and assist the congregation in coming forward. 
The chalice is now offered at all communion 

stations – please do not intinct (dip) the wafer. 



Communion motet 

The choir sings  

O sacrum convivium, in quo Christus 

sumitur; recolitur memoria passionis ejus; 

mens impletur gratia; et futurae gloriae 

nobis pignus datur. 

 

O sacred banquet, wherein Christ is received; 

the memorial of his passion is renewed; the 

soul is filled with grace; and a pledge of future 

glory is given to us. 

 
Antiphon to the Magnificat          Thomas Tallis  

at 2nd Vespers of Corpus Christi            c.1505-1585 

 
Post Communion Prayer   

The President says 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Holy Father, who gathered us here  

around the table of your Son 

to share this meal  

with the whole household of God: 

in that new world where you reveal  

the fullness of your peace, 

gather people of every race and language 

to share in the eternal banquet  

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

Hymn 
 

 

Please stand, if you are able, to sing 
 

All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 

This our song shall ever be; 

for we have not hope nor Saviour 

if we have not hope in thee. 
 

All for Jesus! Thou wilt give us 

strength to serve thee hour by hour: 

none can move us from thy presence 

while we trust thy love and power. 
 

All for Jesus! At thine altar 

thou dost give us sweet content; 

there, dear Saviour, we receive thee 

in thy holy sacrament. 
 

All for Jesus! Thou hast loved us, 

all for Jesus! Thou hast died, 

all for Jesus! Thou art with us, 

all for Jesus, glorified! 
 

All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 

This the Church's song shall be, 

till at last the flock is gathered 

one in love, and one in thee. 

 
W.J. Sparrow-Simpson 1859-1952      ALL FOR JESUS 

      John Stainer 1840-1901 



Blessing   
 

Please remain standing. The President says 

 

Christ, who has nourished us  

with himself the living bread,  

make you one in praise and love,  

and raise you up at the last day; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  

 
The Deacon says 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

Please remain standing as the procession 

leaves, and then be seated for the organ 

voluntary. 

 

Voluntary 

Niagara    Jonathan Dove b.1959 
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