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WELCOME 

We welcome you to Chester Cathedral, a 

place where the mission of the church to 

proclaim God’s love is central, and your 

welcome presence here for worship helps 

to strengthen this vital act of witness. 
 

We’re a paperless Cathedral and are 

working environmentally to save paper. 

The service can be downloaded to your 

device using the QR code as you enter, or 

by visiting Services - Chester Cathedral 
 

Hymns, readings and responses will be 

presented on the screens. Hymn books are 

also available in the stalls. 

 
Music 
 

Communion Setting  
Communion Service in C & F   

C V Stanford 1852-1924 
 

Gradual     Psalm 116:10-end 

      

Communion Motet  
O sacrum convivium  Thomas Tallis  
 

Voluntary 

Prière après la communion  

Olivier Messiaen 1908-92 

 

https://chestercathedral.com/worship-music/services/


 

Throughout the service, please only stand 

if it is comfortable for you to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

Receiving Communion   
 

We warmly invite Christians of all 

denominations to come and receive bread 

and wine at the distribution of Holy 

Communion. Gluten-free wafers are 

available; please indicate to the priest if you 

require one. If you prefer not to receive 

you are invited either to come forward for 

a blessing or to remain in your seat. 

 

Communion will be offered as both bread 

and wine (separately). Please do not intinct 

(dip) the wafer. If you prefer only to 

receive the wafer, then please do so. 
 

 

 

 



COLLECTION 
 

The Cathedral costs around £6000 a day 

to keep open, and we urgently need your 

support. 
   

We invite you to generously give to ensure 

our future: 
   

A cash collection will be taken during the 

service; donations can otherwise be left 

with cash or using the  

Contactless Donation Plates. 

A sidesperson can help you with this. 
 

Via the Cathedral Website  

www.chestercathedral.com/donate 
 
  

We really need your help to make sure 

that services like this one can continue and 

that we can keep the doors open for 

everyone. Thank you for your generous 

contributions. 

http://www.chestercathedral.com/donate


THE GATHERING 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Please stand, if able, as the choir enters, and 

then remain standing to sing the hymn. 

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

our full homage to demand. 

 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, 

in the body and the blood: 

he will give to all the faithful 

his own self for heavenly food. 

 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 

spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the Light of light descendeth 

from the realms of endless day, 

that the powers of hell may vanish 

as the darkness clears away. 

 

 



At his feet the six-winged seraph; 

cherubim with sleepless eye, 

veil their faces to the Presence, 

as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

Alleluya, alleluya, 

alleluya, Lord most high! 
 

Liturgy of St James      PICARDY 

Trans. G Moultrie 1829-85  French carol 17th C 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The President says 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them  

that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

We say together 

Almighty God, 

unto whom all hearts be open,  

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid:  



Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love thee,  

and worthily magnify thy holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
 

Please be seated. 

 

The Summary of the Law 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:  

Hear, O Israel,  

the Lord our God is one Lord; 

and thou shalt love the Lord thy God  

with all thy heart,  

and with all thy soul,  

and with all thy mind,  

and with all thy strength. 

This is the first commandment. 
  

And the second is like, namely this: 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

There is none other commandment 

greater than these. 

On these two commandments  

hang all the law and the prophets. 
  

Lord, have mercy upon us,  

and write all these thy laws  

in our hearts, we beseech thee. 



Kyrie 

The choir sings  

 Kyrie eleison.        Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christe eleison.        Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Kyrie eleison.       Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

The Collect for the King 

The President says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God,  

whose kingdom is ever-lasting,  

and power infinite:  

Have mercy upon the whole Church;  

and so rule the heart  

of thy chosen servant CHARLES,  

our King and Governor, 

that he (knowing whose minister he is) 

may above all things  

seek thy honour and glory:  

and that we and all his subjects  

(duly considering whose authority he hath) 

may faithfully serve, honour,  

and humbly obey him,  

in thee, and for thee,  



according to thy blessed Word  

                                and ordinance;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who with thee and the Holy Ghost  

liveth and reigneth, ever one God,  

world without end.  

Amen. 

 

The Collect for the Day 
 

The President says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank thee  

that in this wonderful sacrament 

thou hast given us  

a memorial of thy passion: 

grant us so to reverence  

the sacred mysteries of thy body and blood 

that we may know within ourselves 

and show forth in our lives 

the fruits of thy redemption; 

who livest and reignest with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



The Epistle 
 

The reading is written in the eleventh 

chapter of St Paul’s First Letter to the 

Corinthians beginning at the twenty-third 

verse.  
 

For I received from the Lord what I also 

handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took a loaf 

of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In 

the same way he took the cup also, after 

supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 

often as you eat this bread and drink the 

cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 
1 Cor 11:23-26 

 

Here endeth the epistle. 

 

 

Gradual   Psalm 116:10-end 

The choir sings 
 

What reward shall I give unto the Lord : 

for all the benefits that he hath done unto 

me? 



 

I will receive the cup of salvation : and call 

upon the Name of the Lord. 
 

I will pay my vows now in the presence of 

all his people : right dear in the sight of the 

Lord is the death of his saints. 
 

Behold, O Lord, how that I am thy servant 

: I am thy servant, and the son of thine 

handmaid; thou hast broken my bonds in 

sunder. 
 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of 

thanksgiving : and will call upon the Name 

of the Lord. 
 

I will pay my vows unto the Lord, in the 

sight of all his people : in the courts of the 

Lord's house, even in the midst of thee, O 

Jerusalem. Praise the Lord. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

The Gospel 
 

The Holy Gospel is written in the sixth 

chapter of the Gospel according to St John, 

beginning to read at the fifty-first verse.                     

Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 



Jesus said to the Jews: ‘I am the living bread 

that came down from heaven. Whoever 

eats of this bread will live for ever; and the 

bread that I will give for the life of the 

world is my flesh.’ The Jews then disputed 

among themselves, saying, ‘How can this 

man give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said 

to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you 

eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 

his blood, you have no life in you. Those 

who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 

eternal life, and I will raise them up on the 

last day; for my flesh is true food and my 

blood is true drink. Those who eat my 

flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I 

in them. Just as the living Father sent me, 

and I live because of the Father, so 

whoever eats me will live because of 

me. This is the bread that came down from 

heaven, not like that which your ancestors 

ate, and they died. But the one who eats 

this bread will live for ever.’ 
 

John 6:51-58 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed  

We sing together 

 

I believe in one God  

the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

and of all things visible and invisible: 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,   

the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of his Father  

before all worlds,  

God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God,  

begotten, not made,  

being of one substance  

with the Father,  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation  

came down from heaven,  

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  

of the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man,  

and was crucified also for us  

under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried,  

and the third day he rose again  

according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into heaven,  



and sitteth on the right hand  

of the Father.  

And he shall come again with glory  

to judge both the quick and the dead:  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost,  

the Lord and giver of life,  

who proceedeth  

from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

together is worshipped and glorified,  

who spake by the prophets.  

And I believe one catholic  

and apostolic Church.  

I acknowledge one baptism  

for the remission of sins.  

And I look for  

the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Homily 
 

The Dean 

 

 

 



The Offertory 
 

Let your light so shine before men,  

that they may see your good works  

and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  
 

St. Matthew 5:16 

 

Please stand if you are able to sing together. A 

collection will be taken during this hymn. 

 

Hymn 

Sweet Sacrament divine, 

hid in thine earthly home, 

lo, round thy lowly shrine, 

with suppliant hearts we come; 

Jesu, to thee our voice we raise 

in songs of love and heartfelt praise: 

sweet Sacrament divine. 

 

Sweet Sacrament of peace, 

dear home for every heart, 

where restless yearnings cease 

and sorrows all depart; 

there in thine ear all trustfully 

we tell our tale of misery: 

sweet Sacrament of peace. 

 

 



Sweet Sacrament of rest, 

ark from the ocean's roar, 

within thy shelter blest 

soon may we reach the shore; 

save us, for still the tempest raves, 

save, lest we sink beneath the waves: 

sweet Sacrament of rest. 

 

Sweet Sacrament divine, 

Earth's light and jubilee, 

in thy far depths doth shine 

thy Godhead's majesty; 

sweet light, so shine on us, we pray 

that earthly joys may fade away: 

sweet Sacrament divine. 

 
Francis Stanfield 1835-1914      DIVINE MYSTERIES 

Francis Stanfield 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

Intercessions 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's 

Church militant here in earth. 
 

Almighty and ever living God, who by thy 

holy Apostle hast taught us to make 

prayers and supplications, and to give 

thanks, for all men:  



We humbly beseech thee most mercifully 

to receive these our prayers, which we 

offer unto thy Divine Majesty; beseeching 

thee to inspire continually the universal 

Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and 

concord: And grant, that all they that do 

confess thy holy Name may agree in the 

truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity, 

and godly love.  
 

We beseech thee also to save and defend 

all Christian kings, princes, and governors; 

and specially thy servant Charles our King; 

that under him we may be godly and 

quietly governed:  
 

And grant unto his whole Council, and to 

all that are put in authority under him, that 

they may truly and impartially minister 

justice, to the punishment of wickedness 

and vice, and to the maintenance of thy 

true religion, and virtue.  
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all 

bishops, priests and deacons, that they may 

both by their life and doctrine set forth thy 

true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 

administer thy holy sacraments: and to all 

thy people give thy heavenly grace; and 

specially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, 

they may hear, and receive thy holy Word; 



truly serving thee in holiness and 

righteousness all the days of their life.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee of thy 

goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succour 

all them, who in this transitory life are in 

trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 

other adversity. And we also bless thy holy 

name for all thy servants departed this life 

in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to 

give us grace so to follow their good 

examples, that with them we may be 

partakers of thy heavenly kingdom:  
 

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's 

sake, our only mediator and advocate.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Ye that do truly and earnestly  

repent you of your sins,  

and are in love and charity  

with your neighbours,  

and intend to lead a new life,  

following the commandments of God,  

and walking from henceforth  

in his holy ways:  

draw near with faith,  

and take this holy sacrament  

to your comfort;  



and make your humble confession  

to Almighty God. 

 

Almighty God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

maker of all things, judge of all men:  

We acknowledge and bewail  

our manifold sins and wickedness,  

which we from time to time  

most grievously have committed,  

by thought, word, and deed,  

against thy Divine Majesty,  

provoking most justly  

thy wrath and indignation against us.  

We do earnestly repent,  

and are heartily sorry  

for these our misdoings;  

the remembrance of them  

is grievous unto us;  

the burden of them is intolerable.  

Have mercy upon us,  

have mercy upon us,  

most merciful Father;  

for thy Son our Lord  

Jesus Christ's sake,  

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please thee 

in newness of life, 

to the honour and glory of thy Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The President says  

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins  

to all them that with hearty repentance  

and true faith turn unto him;  

have mercy upon you; 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins;  

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness;  

and bring you to everlasting life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

The Comfortable Words  
 

Hear what comfortable words  

our Saviour Christ saith  

unto all that truly turn to him. 
 

Come unto me all that travail  

and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  
  

St. Matthew 11:28 

 

God so loved the world,  

that he gave his only-begotten Son,  

to the end that all that believe in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
  

St. John 3:16 

 



Hear also what Saint Paul saith. 
 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men 

to be received, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners.  

1 St. Timothy 1:15 

 

Hear also what Saint John saith.  
 

If any man sin, we have an advocate  

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  

and he is the propitiation for our sins.  

       

1 St. John 2:1 

  

Please stand if you are able. 

 

The Preface 

 

The Lord be with you 

and with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

It is meet and right so to do. 

 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden 

duty, that we should at all times,  

and in all places, give thanks unto thee,  

O Lord, holy Father,  

almighty, everlasting God.  



 

Therefore with angels and archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven,  

we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 

evermore praising thee, and singing: 
 

The choir sings 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 

heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  

Blessed is he that cometh  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

The Prayer of Humble Access 
 

We say together 

 

We do not presume  

to come to this thy table,  

O merciful Lord,  

trusting in our own righteousness,  

but in thy manifold and great mercies.  

We are not worthy  

so much as to gather up  

the crumbs under thy table.   

But thou art the same Lord,  

whose property is always  

to have mercy:   

grant us therefore, gracious Lord,  

so to eat the flesh  



of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,  

and to drink his blood,  

that our sinful bodies 

may be made clean by his body,  

and our souls washed  

through his most precious blood,  

and that we may evermore  

dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 
The Prayer of Consecration  

The President says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

who of thy tender mercy  

didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ 

to suffer death upon the Cross  

for our redemption;  

who made there (by his one oblation  

of himself once offered) 

a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice,  

oblation, and satisfaction,  

for the sins of the whole world;  

and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 

command us to continue,  

a perpetual memory of that  

his precious death, until his coming again:  
 

Hear us, O merciful Father,  

we most humbly beseech thee;  

and grant that we receiving  

these thy creatures of bread and wine,  
 



according to thy Son our Saviour  

Jesus Christ's holy institution,  

in remembrance of his death and passion,  

may be partakers  

of his most blessed Body and Blood:  

who, in the same night  

that he was betrayed, took Bread;  

and, when he had given thanks, he brake it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

Take, eat; this is my Body  

which is given for you:  

Do this in remembrance of me.  

  

Likewise after supper he took the Cup;  

and, when he had given thanks,  

he gave it to them, saying,  

Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood  

of the New Testament,  

which is shed for you and for many  

for the remission of sins:  

Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it,  

in remembrance of me.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 



Agnus Dei 

The choir sings 

O Lamb of God, that takest away  

the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away  

the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away  

the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

 

After the ministers, servers and choir have 

received the sacrament, the congregation is 

invited to come forward to receive communion. 

 

 
Communion Motet 

As communion is distributed, the choir sings 

O sacrum convivium, in quo Christus 

sumitur. Recolitur memoria passionis ejus: 

mens impletur gratia et futurae gloriae 

nobis pignus datur.  
 

How holy this feast in which Christ is our food; 

his passion is recalled; grace fills our hearts; 

and we receive a pledge of the glory to come. 
 
St Thomas Aquinas 1225-74  

Thomas Tallis 1505-85 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

We say together 

Our Father which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them  

that trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
Prayer after Communion 

The President says 
 

O Lord and heavenly Father,  

we thy humble servants  

entirely desire thy fatherly goodness 

mercifully to accept this  

our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 

most humbly beseeching thee to grant,  

that by the merits and death  

of thy Son Jesus Christ,  

 



and through faith in his blood,  

we and all thy whole Church  

may obtain remission of our sins,  

and all other benefits of his passion.  
 

And here we offer and present unto thee, 

O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies,  

to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice 

unto thee; humbly beseeching thee,  

that all we, who are partakers  

of this holy Communion,  

may be fulfilled with thy grace  

and heavenly benediction.  
 

And although we be unworthy,  

through our manifold sins,  

to offer unto thee any sacrifice,  

yet we beseech thee to accept this  

our bounden duty and service;  

not weighing our merits,  

but pardoning our offences,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

by whom, and with whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Ghost,  

all honour and glory be unto thee,  

O Father Almighty, world without end.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria in excelsis 
 

Please stand if you are able, as the choir sings 
 
 

Glory be to God on high,  

and in earth peace, good will towards men.  

We praise thee, we bless thee,  

we worship thee, we glorify thee,  

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King,  

God the Father almighty.  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son,  

Jesu Christ:  

O Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away  

the sins of the world, receive our prayer.  

Thou that sittest at the right hand  

of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  

For thou only art holy;  

thou only art the Lord;  

thou only, O Christ,  

with the Holy Ghost,  

art the Most High,  

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

 



Blessing 

The President says 

The peace of God,  

which passeth all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds  

in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:  

and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you  

and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 
 

Please remain standing as the choir, clergy and 

servers process out during the organ voluntary. 

 

Voluntary 
 

Prière après la communion  

Olivier Messiaen 1908-92 
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