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WELCOME 

We welcome you to Chester Cathedral!   

It is a place where the mission of the 

church to proclaim God’s love is central, 

and your welcome presence here for 

worship helps to strengthen this vital act of 

witness.  
 

We’re a paperless Cathedral and are 

working environmentally to save paper. 

The service can be downloaded  

to your device using the QR code at the 

back of the nave, or by visiting 

Services - Chester Cathedral. Hymns, 

readings and responses will be presented 

on the screens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the service, where indicated, 

please only stand if you feel able to do so.  

 

 

Music 
 

Communion setting 

Messe Solennelle  Jean Langlais 1907-91 

 

Gradual   

A Lent Prose, Mode V 

 

Motet 

Wash me throughly  S S Wesley 1810-76 

 

Voluntary 

Crucifixion (Symphonie-Passion)  

Marcel Dupré 1886-1971 
   

 

https://chestercathedral.com/worship-music/services/


Children 
 

If you have children with you, they are 

welcome to take part in Sunday groups: 

please ask any sidesperson for directions. 

 

 

Receiving Communion   
 

We warmly invite Christians of all 

denominations to come and receive bread 

and wine at the distribution of Holy 

Communion. Gluten-free wafers are 

available; please indicate to the priest if you 

require one. If you prefer not to receive 

you are invited either to come forward for 

a blessing or to remain in your seat. 

 

We are offering the chalice to every 

communicant at all communion stations. 

Please do not intinct (dip) the wafer 

yourself. If you prefer only to receive the 

wafer, then please do so.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLECTION 
 

The Cathedral costs around £6000 a day 

to keep open, and we need your support. 
   

We invite you to generously give to ensure 

our future: 
   

A collection will be taken during the 

service; donations can otherwise be left 

with cash or using the  

Contactless Donation Plates. 

A sidesperson can help you with this. 
 

Via the Cathedral Website  

www.chestercathedral.com/donate 
 

  

We need your help to make sure that 

services like this one can continue and that 

we can keep the doors open for everyone. 

Thank you for your generous 

contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.chestercathedral.com/donate


THE GATHERING 
 

Please stand, if able, to sing  
 

Opening Hymn 
 

We sing the praise of him who died, 

of him who died upon the Cross; 

the sinner's hope let men deride, 

for this we count the world but loss. 
 

Inscribed upon the Cross we see 

in shining letters, 'God is love'; 

he bears our sins upon the Tree; 

he brings us mercy from above. 
 

The Cross! it takes our guilt away; 

it holds the fainting spirit up; 

it cheers with hope the gloomy day, 

and sweetens ev'ry bitter cup. 
 

It makes the coward spirit brave, 

and nerves the feeble arm for fight; 

it takes its terror from the grave, 

and gilds the bed of death with light; 
 

The balm of life, the cure of woe, 

the measure and the pledge of love, 

the sinner's refuge here below, 

the angels' theme in heaven above. 
 

Thomas Kelly 1759-1854    BOW BRICKHILL 

Sydney Nicholson 1875-1947 



Greeting  

The President says 

Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
 

 
 

Opening responses 
 

O God you know my foolishness 

and my sins are not hidden from you.  

 

Let not the flood overwhelm me 

nor the depths swallow me up. 

 

Hear me, O Lord,  

as your loving kindness is good;  

turn to me  

as your compassion is great. 
 

 

 

Children’s prayer 

 
The President prays for our children and young 

people as they go to their Sunday groups. 

 
 

 



Prayers of Penitence 
 

Please be seated. The Deacon introduces the 

Prayers of Penitence. 

God shows his love for us in that,  

while we were still sinners,  

Christ died for us.  

Let us then show our love for him  

by confessing our sins 

in penitence and faith. 

 

We say together 
  

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you  

with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. 

In your mercy 

forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy,  

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 
 

 

 



Kyrie  
 

The choir sings 
 

Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy.  

Christe eleison.  Christ, have mercy.  

Kyrie eleison.   Lord, have mercy.  

  

 

 

Absolution 

The President says 

Almighty God,  

who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you  

from all your sins,  

confirm and strengthen you  

in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collect 

The President says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection  

of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him  

who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph  

in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remain seated. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY  

OF THE WORD 
 
 

Bible reading 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, 

when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It 

will not be like the covenant that I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though 

I was their husband, says the LORD. But 

this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 

be their God, and they shall be my 

people. No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, ‘Know 

the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says 

the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and remember their sin no more. 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   



Gradual: A Lent Prose  
 

The choir sings 
 

 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 

for we have sinned against thee. 
 

To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 

lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 

listen, O Jesu, to our supplications.  
 

O thou chief corner-stone, right hand of 

the Father: way of salvation, gate of life 

celestial: cleanse thou our sinful souls from 

all defilement.  
 

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: 

bow down and hearken to thy weeping 

children: pity and pardon all our grievous 

trespasses.  
 

Sins oft committed now we lay before 

thee: with true contrition, now no more 

we veil them: grant us, Redeemer, loving 

absolution. 
 

Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 

falsely accused, and for us sinners 

sentenced: save us, we pray thee, Jesu our 

Redeemer.  
 

Traditional        Mode V 



Please stand for the Gospel procession. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Praise to you, O Christ,  

King of eternal glory. 
 

Christ humbled himself  

and became obedient unto death,  

even death on a cross.  

Therefore God has highly exalted him  

given him the name  

that is above every name. 
Philippians 2:8-9 

Praise to you, O Christ,  

King of eternal glory. 

 
Holy Gospel 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John.                     

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now among those who went up to 

worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. They came to Philip, who was 

from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 

‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and 

told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went 

and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be 



glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. Those who love their life 

lose it, and those who hate their life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I 

am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will 

honour. 
 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what 

should I say—“Father, save me from this 

hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have 

come to this hour. Father, glorify your 

name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it 

again.’ The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, 

‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus 

answered, ‘This voice has come for your 

sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement 

of this world; now the ruler of this world 

will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of 

death he was to die. 
John 12:20-33 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  



After the gospel procession has returned to the 

altar, and after the preacher’s opening prayer, 

please be seated. 

 

Sermon  

The Revd Canon Rosie Woodall  

 

Please stand, if you are able. 
 

Nicene Creed 

The President says 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  



and the Virgin Mary  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  
 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated  

at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the 

prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic  

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen.  



 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us bring to the Father our prayers of 

intercession through Christ who gave 

himself for the life of the world.  
 

After each petition the following response  

may be used 
 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

At the end 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LITURGY OF THE 

SACRAMENT 

The Peace 

Please stand. The President says 
 

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us 

to God in one body by the cross.  

We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 
The Deacon says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 

Offertory Hymn 
 

It is a thing most wonderful, 

almost too wonderful to be, 

that God’s own Son  

     should come from heaven, 

and die to save a child like me. 

 

And yet I know that it is true: 

he chose a poor and humble lot, 

and wept, and toiled,  

      and mourned, and died 

for love of those who loved him not. 



But even could I see him die, 

I could but see a little part 

of that great love, which, like a fire, 

is always burning in his heart. 

 

It is most wonderful to know 

his love for me so free and sure; 

but ’tis more wonderful to see 

my love for him so faint and poor. 

 

And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 

O light the flame within my heart, 

and I will love thee more and more, 

until I see thee as thou art. 

 
W. Walsham How 1823-97   HERONGATE 

R Vaughan Williams 1872-1958 

 

 

 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

Jesus, true vine and bread of life, 

ever giving yourself  

that the world might live, 

let us share your death and passion: 

make us perfect in your love. 

Amen. 
 
 



Eucharistic Prayer  

The President says 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For as the time of his passion  

and resurrection draws near 

the whole world is called to acknowledge 

his hidden majesty. 

The power of the life-giving cross 

reveals the judgement  

that has come upon the world 

and the triumph of Christ crucified. 

He is the victim who dies no more, 

the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 

our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 

exalting us there to join  

with angels and archangels, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
 



The choir sings 

 Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  

Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  

Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.  

Hosanna in excelsis. 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.  

Hosanna in excelsis. 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the one who comes  

in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The President continues 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed,  

the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power  

of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood  

of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night  

that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take, eat; this is my body  

which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 



 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

The Deacon says 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the world. 

 

The President continues 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind  

his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once  

for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection  

and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial  

of our redemption. 
 

 

 



As we offer you this our sacrifice  

of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you  

this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours,  

almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  

The Lord’s Prayer can be offered in your own 

language. 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   

Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread  

The President says 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 
 

Though we are many,  

we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 



Giving of Communion  

 The President says 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those  

who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy  

to receive you, 

but only say the word,  

and I shall be healed. 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei 

The choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

dona nobis pacem. 

 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 

world, grant us thy peace. 

 
 



All Christians are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion or a blessing. Sidespeople will direct 

and assist the congregation in coming forward. 
The chalice is now offered at all communion 

stations – please do not intinct (dip) the wafer. 
 

Communion motet 

The choir sings  

Wash me throughly from my wickedness, 

and forgive me all my sin. 

For I acknowledge my faults, 

and my sin is ever before me. 

 
Psalm 51.2–3      S S Wesley 1810-76 

 

Post Communion Prayer   

The President says 
 

Let us pray.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us 

that what we do for the least  

of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

Amen. 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

Hymn 

 
 

Please stand, if you are able, to sing, 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

towering o'er the wrecks of time; 

all the light of sacred story 

gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

hopes deceive and fears annoy, 

never shall the Cross forsake me: 

lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 

light and love upon my way, 

from the Cross the radiance streaming, 

adds more lustre to the day. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

by the Cross are sanctified; 

peace is there that knows no measure, 

joys that through all time abide. 

 

 
John Bowring 1792-1872          WYCHBOLD 

Walter Whinfield 1865-1919 

 



Blessing   
 

Please remain standing. The President says 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself,  

to find in him a sure ground for faith,  

a firm support for hope,  

and the assurance of sins forgiven; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you  

and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

 

 

The Deacon says 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

 

 

Please remain standing as the choir, servers 

and clergy process out of the Cathedral, and 

then be seated for the organ voluntary. 

 

Voluntary 

Crucifixion (Symphonie-Passion)  

Marcel Dupré 1886-1971 
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