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CHESTER
CATHEDRAL

Cathedral Eucharist
Holy Cross Day

| 4™ September 2026
5.30pm

President:
The Revd Canon Rosie Woodall

Preacher:
The Revd Canon Dr Anthony Lees-Smith




WELCOME

We welcome you to Chester Cathedral, a
place where the mission of the church to
proclaim God’s love is central, and your
welcome presence here for worship helps
to strengthen this vital act of witness.

We’re a paperless Cathedral and are
working environmentally to save paper.
The service can be downloaded to your
device using the QR code as you enter, or
by visiting Services - Chester Cathedral

Hymns, readings and responses will be
presented on the screens. Hymn books are
also available in the stalls.

Music

Communion Setting
Short Communion Service
Arthur Wills 1926-2020

Gradual Psalm 22:23-28
Communion Motet
Crux fidelis
attr. King John IV of Portugal 1604-56
Voluntary

Chorale Prelude on "Vexilla Regis"
Healey Willan 1880-1968


https://chestercathedral.com/worship-music/services/

Throughout the service, please only stand
if it is comfortable for you to do so.

Incense will be used during this service.

Receiving Communion

We warmly invite Christians of all
denominations to come and receive bread
and wine at the distribution of Holy
Communion. Gluten-free wafers are
available; please indicate to the priest if you
require one. If you prefer not to receive
you are invited either to come forward for
a blessing or to remain in your seat.

Communion will be offered as both bread
and wine (separately). Please do not intinct
(dip) the wafer. If you prefer only to
receive the wafer, then please do so.



COLLECTION

The Cathedral costs around £6000 a day
to keep open, and we urgently need your
support.

We invite you to generously give to ensure
our future:

A cash collection will be taken during the
service; donations can otherwise be left
with cash or using the

Contactless Donation Plates.

A sidesperson can help you with this.

Via the Cathedral Website
www.chestercathedral.com/donate

We really need your help to make sure
that services like this one can continue and
that we can keep the doors open for
everyone. Thank you for your generous
contributions.


http://www.chestercathedral.com/donate

THE GATHERING
Opening Hymn

Please stand, if able, as the choir enters, and
then remain standing to sing the hymn.

We sing the praise of him who died,
of him who died upon the Cross;
the sinner's hope let men deride,
for this we count the world but loss.

Inscribed upon the Cross we see
in shining letters, 'God is love';
he bears our sins upon the Tree;
he brings us mercy from above.

The Cross! it takes our guilt away;
it holds the fainting spirit up;

it cheers with hope the gloomy day,
and sweetens ev'ry bitter cup.

It makes the coward spirit brave,
and nerves the feeble arm for fight;
it takes its terror from the grave,
and gilds the bed of death with light;

The balm of life, the cure of woe,
the measure and the pledge of love,
the sinner's refuge here below,

the angels' theme in heaven above.

Thomas Kelly 1769-1854 BOW BRICKHILL
Sydney Nicholson 1875-1947



The Lord’s Prayer

The President says

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them

that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

We say together

Almighty God,

unto whom all hearts be open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee,

and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.



The Summary of the Law

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

Hear, O Israel,

the Lord our God is one Lord;

and thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul,

and with all thy mind,

and with all thy strength.

This is the first commandment.

And the second is like, namely this:
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
There is none other commandment
greater than these.

On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.

Lord, have mercy upon us,
and write all these thy laws
in our hearts, we beseech thee.

Kyrie

The choir sings

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us.



The Collect for the King

The President says

Let us pray.

Almighty God,
whose kingdom is ever-lasting,
and power infinite:
Have mercy upon the whole Church;
and so rule the heart
of thy chosen servant CHARLES,
our King and Governor,
that he (knowing whose minister he is)
may above all things
seek thy honour and glory:
and that we and all his subjects
(duly considering whose authority he hath)
may faithfully serve, honour,
and humbly obey him,
in thee, and for thee,
according to thy blessed Word
and ordinance;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who with thee and the Holy Ghost
liveth and reigneth, ever one God,
world without end.
Amen.



The Collect for the Day
The President says
Let us pray.

Almighty God,

who in the passion of thy blessed Son
hast made an instrument of painful death
to be for us the means of life and peace:
grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ
that we may gladly suffer for his sake;
who liveth and reigneth with thee,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Epistle

The reading is written in the second
chapter of St Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians beginning at the fifth verse.

Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,



being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death
- even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the
earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:5-11
Here endeth the epistle.

Gradual Psalm 22: 23-28

The choir sings

O praise the Lord, ye that fear him :
magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob,
and fear him, all ye seed of Israel;

For he hath not despised, nor abhorred,
the low estate of the poor : he hath not
hid his face from him, but when he called
unto him he heard him.



My praise is of thee in the great
congregation : my vows will | perform in
the sight of them that fear him.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied : they
that seek after the Lord shall praise him;
your heart shall live for ever.

All the ends of the world shall remember
themselves, and be turned unto the Lord :
and all the kindreds of the nations shall
worship before him.

For the kingdom is the Lord's : and he is
the Governor among the people.

Please stand if you are able.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel is written in the third
chapter of the Gospel according to St John,
beginning to read at the thirteenth verse.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus said “No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.



‘For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through
him.”

John 3:13-17

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

We sing together

| believe in one God

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible:

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father

before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

being of one substance

with the Father,



by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost
of the Virgin Mary,

and was made man,

and was crucified also for us

under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried,

and the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures,

and ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand

of the Father.

And he shall come again with glory
to judge both the quick and the dead:
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Ghost,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceedeth

from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son
together is worshipped and glorified,
who spake by the prophets.

And | believe one catholic
and apostolic Church.

| acknowledge one baptism
for the remission of sins.
And | look for



the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Homily

The Canon Missioner

The Offertory

Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

St. Matthew 5:16

Please stand if you are able to sing together. A
collection will be taken during this hymn.

Hymn

Take up thy cross, the Saviour said,
if thou wouldst my disciple be;
deny thyself, the world forsake,
and humbly follow after me.



Take up thy cross; let not its weight

fill thy weak spirit with alarm;

his strength shall bear thy spirit up,

and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm.

Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame,
nor let thy foolish pride rebel;

the Lord for thee the Cross endured,
to save thy soul from death and hell.

Take up thy cross then in his strength,
and calmly every danger brave;

"twill guide thee to a better home,
and lead to victory o'er the grave.

Take up thy cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;

for only he who bears the cross

may hope to wear the glorious crown.

To thee, great Lord, the One in Three,
all praise for evermore ascend;

O grant us in our home to see

the heavenly life that knows no end.

Charles Everest 1814-77 BRESLAU
F. Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 1809-47

Please be seated.



Intercessions

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's
Church militant here in earth.

Almighty and ever living God, who by thy
holy Apostle hast taught us to make
prayers and supplications, and to give
thanks, for all men:

We humbly beseech thee most mercifully
to receive these our prayers, which we
offer unto thy Divine Majesty; beseeching
thee to inspire continually the universal
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and
concord: And grant, that all they that do
confess thy holy Name may agree in the
truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity,
and godly love.

We beseech thee also to save and defend
all Christian kings, princes, and governors;
and specially thy servant Charles our King;
that under him we may be godly and
quietly governed:

And grant unto his whole Council, and to
all that are put in authority under him, that
they may truly and impartially minister
justice, to the punishment of wickedness
and vice, and to the maintenance of thy
true religion, and virtue.



Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all
bishops, priests and deacons, that they may
both by their life and doctrine set forth thy
true and lively Word, and rightly and duly
administer thy holy sacraments: and to all
thy people give thy heavenly grace; and
specially to this congregation here present;
that, with meek heart and due reverence,
they may hear, and receive thy holy Word;
truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life.

And we most humbly beseech thee of thy
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succour
all them, who in this transitory life are in
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any
other adversity. And we also bless thy holy
name for all thy servants departed this life
in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to
give us grace so to follow their good
examples, that with them we may be
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom:

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's
sake, our only mediator and advocate.
Amen.



Invitation to Confession

Ye that do truly and earnestly
repent you of your sins,

and are in love and charity

with your neighbours,

and intend to lead a new life,
following the commandments of God,
and walking from henceforth

in his holy ways:

draw near with faith,

and take this holy sacrament

to your comfort;

and make your humble confession
to Almighty God.

Almighty God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail

our manifold sins and wickedness,
which we from time to time

most grievously have committed,
by thought, word, and deed,

against thy Divine Majesty,
provoking most justly

thy wrath and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,

and are heartily sorry

for these our misdoings;



the remembrance of them

is grievous unto us;

the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,

have mercy upon us,

most merciful Father;

for thy Son our Lord

Jesus Christ's sake,

forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may ever hereafter
serve and please thee

in newness of life,

to the honour and glory of thy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The President says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins

to all them that with hearty repentance
and true faith turn unto him;

have mercy upon you;

pardon and deliver you from all your sins;
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness;
and bring you to everlasting life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



The Comfortable Words

Hear what comfortable words
our Saviour Christ saith
unto all that truly turn to him.

Come unto me all that travail
and are heavy laden, and | will refresh you.

St. Matthew 1 1:28

God so loved the world,

that he gave his only-begotten Son,

to the end that all that believe in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

St. John 3:16

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men
to be received, that Christ Jesus came into

the world to save sinners.
I St. Timothy I:15

Hear also what Saint John saith.

If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the propitiation for our sins.

| St. John 2:1

Please stand if you are able.



The Preface

The Lord be with you
and with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden
duty, that we should at all times,

and in all places, give thanks unto thee,
O Lord, holy Father,

almighty, everlasting God.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify thy glorious name,
evermore praising thee, and singing:

The choir sings

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that cometh

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



The Prayer of Humble Access

We say together

We do not presume

to come to this thy table,

O merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy

so much as to gather up

the crumbs under thy table.

But thou art the same Lord,
whose property is always

to have mercy:

grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh

of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies

may be made clean by his body,
and our souls washed

through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore

dwell in him, and he in us.

Amen.



The Prayer of Consecration
The President says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
who of thy tender mercy

didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ
to suffer death upon the Cross

for our redemption;

who made there (by his one oblation
of himself once offered)

a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice,
oblation, and satisfaction,

for the sins of the whole world;

and did institute, and in his holy Gospel
command us to continue,

a perpetual memory of that

his precious death, until his coming again:

Hear us, O merciful Father,

we most humbly beseech thee;

and grant that we receiving

these thy creatures of bread and wine,

according to thy Son our Saviour

Jesus Christ's holy institution,

in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers

of his most blessed Body and Blood:

who, in the same night

that he was betrayed, took Bread;

and, when he had given thanks, he brake it
and gave it to his disciples, saying,



Take, eat; this is my Body
which is given for you:
Do this in remembrance of me.

Likewise after supper he took the Cup;
and, when he had given thanks,

he gave it to them, saying,

Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood
of the New Testament,

which is shed for you and for many

for the remission of sins:

Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Agnus Dei
The choir sings

O Lamb of God, that takest away

the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away

the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away

the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

After the ministers, servers and choir have
received the sacrament, the congregation is
invited to come forward to receive communion.



Communion Motet
As communion is distributed, the choir sings

Crux fidelis, inter omnes,
arbor una nobilis:

nulla silva, talem profert,
fronde, flore germine,

dulce lignum, dulces clavos
dulce pondus sustinet. Amen.

Faithful Cross! Above all other,
one and only noble tree!

None in foliage, none in blossom,
none in fruit thy peer may be;
sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
sweetest weight is hung on thee.

Venantius Fortunatus 530-609
Attributed to King John IV of Portugal 1604-56

The Lord’s Prayer
We say together

Our Father which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them



that trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Prayer after Communion

The President says

O Lord and heavenly Father,

we thy humble servants

entirely desire thy fatherly goodness
mercifully to accept this

our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving;
most humbly beseeching thee to grant,
that by the merits and death

of thy Son Jesus Christ,

and through faith in his blood,

we and all thy whole Church

may obtain remission of our sins,
and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee,
O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies,
to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice
unto thee; humbly beseeching thee,

that all we, who are partakers



of this holy Communion,
may be fulfilled with thy grace
and heavenly benediction.

And although we be unworthy,
through our manifold sins,

to offer unto thee any sacrifice,
yet we beseech thee to accept this
our bounden duty and service;

not weighing our merits,

but pardoning our offences,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom,

in the unity of the Holy Ghost,

all honour and glory be unto thee,
O Father Almighty, world without end.
Amen.

Gloria in excelsis

Please stand if you are able, as the choir sings

Glory be to God on high,

and in earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,

we worship thee, we glorify thee,

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King,

God the Father almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son,



Jesu Christ: O Lord God,

Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away

the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand

of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy;

thou only art the Lord;

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art the Most High,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Blessing

The President says

The peace of God,

which passeth all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
be amongst you

and remain with you always.

Amen.



Please remain standing as the choir, clergy and
servers process out during the organ voluntary.

Voluntary

Chorale Prelude on "Vexilla Regis"
Healey Willan 1880-1968
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