
A 15 (5)  
Christmas Meditation – Peace and Comfort 

A chapel for Unity Christian High School 

Written by:  Sharon Veltema  

 

(The auditorium and most of the stage is in darkness for this chapel.  Spotlights are on 
the speakers and soloists.) 

 
Speaker #1:  (Slide #1 – picture of light and darkness) 
 Genesis 1:1-5 
 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light.  God saw that the light was good, and he separated the 
light from the darkness.  God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.”  And there was evening, and there was morning – the first day.   
 
Speaker #2: 
 Genesis 1:27 and 28 
 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female, he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, 
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves 
on the ground.” 
(Slide #2 – picture of the world) 
 
Solo:  Verse #1 of “Of the Father’s Love Begotten.”  (Marcus Aurelius/Winfred  

Douglas) 

 
Speaker #1: (blank slide) 
 Genesis 3:17 - 19 
 To Adam God said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the 
 tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat of it,”  
 “Cursed is the ground because of you, 
 through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 
 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
 and you will eat the plants of the field. 
 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food, 
 Until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; 
 For dust you are, and to dust you will return. 
 
Speaker #2:  (slide #3 – black and white picture of man sitting) 
 And so sin entered the Creator’s perfect world.  Sin – bringing darkness, 
sorrow, and suffering.  What hope was there for a world stained with sin?  What 
escape from death?   
 



 
 
Speaker #1:  Romans 5:12 
 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death 
through sin – and in this way death came to all men because all sinned. 
 
Speaker #2: (slide #4 – picture of candle) 
 But from the beginning God was working out His perfect plan.  There was 
one hope – one perfect and complete plan – a plan for salvation.  This is 
salvation for each of us, those made in the Creator’s image.  And so we gather 
together – to confess our sins and receive forgiveness, to meditate on Jesus and 
confess our love for Him, the one who brings salvation for each one of us – the 
Creator’s beloved creation. 
 
Speaker #1:  2 Corinthians 5:21 
 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.   
 
Speaker 2:  Please join me in prayer. 
 Father, we come to you this morning, confessing that we are sinful.  Yet, 
you do not leave us in our sin.  You love us so much that you have provided a 
way for us to live again – to have complete freedom in you.  Forgive us, heal us, 
and make us new. Help us to grow more and more in your likeness and image – 
through your son, the Light of the world, Jesus . . .  
 
Solo:  Here I Am To Worship (Tim Hughes) 

(verse one and chorus only)  
 
Speaker 3:  
 We come together in worship because we rejoice in the redemption 
offered to each one of us.  And yet, we still live in a world where many people 
reject that plan of salvation.  We live in a world that has been tainted by sin.  
And until Christ returns and makes all things new, we feel the brokenness of sin 
around us.  During this season of advent, we hear the song on the radio, “It’s 
the most wonderful time of the year.”  And yet we see around us evidence that 
would prove otherwise. 
 Many of us know what it’s like to experience pain, sorrow, and 
disappointment – and sometimes, that pain is intensified this time of year.  For 
some of you, for the first time, you are experiencing the holiday season with an 
empty chair at the table.  For others, broken relationships, disappointments, 
uncertainty, and fear can easily rob us of the joy of Christmas.  And the message 
of cheer rings empty, and it doesn’t always feel like “the most wonderful time of 
the year.” 
 But remember, the darkness cannot contain the light.  The light of Christ 
has come to bring salvation, mercy, and grace.  God’s peace and comfort is 



given to us through a baby born in a lowly stable.  This baby, this Christ child, 
knows and understands pain, sorrow, and despair.  Jesus lived on this earth and 
experienced all the things that we experience.  When we experience 
disappointment, Jesus understands.  When we are uncertain about the future, or 
when we struggle with relationships in our families, Jesus knows and 
understands our feelings.  When the sorrows or fears of this world seem too 
heavy to bear, Jesus is there to bear them for us. 
 Jesus death and resurrection means that death is no more.  Through God 
the Father, His Son, and the Holy Spirit, we have victory over pain and sorrow, 
loss and despair.  The baby in Bethlehem has conquered sin and death forever. 
 (pause) 
 
 Let Jesus hold you close this morning.  Let Him fill you, and give you 
peace and comfort, and even joy.  Allow the love of this tender baby to fill your 
heart and mind.  May you feel His comforting presence today and in the days 
ahead.  May the holy Child of Bethlehem bring you peace. 
 Christ the Savior is born.  All is well.  Darkness is banished forever. 
 
Solo:  All is Well (Words by: Wayne Kirkpatrick, Music by: Michael W. Smith) 

(with slides) 
 
Speaker 3:  (candle slide again) 
 As we pray together, please hold your hands open on your lap.  Look to 
receive God’s goodness and love this morning.  Please join me in prayer. 
 Dear Lord, 
 You know each person here – you know each of our names, and you see 
our hearts.  You know our thoughts and the words that we say.  You know our 
hurts, our pain, our joys and our sorrows.  We come to you this morning with 
our hands open – waiting to receive the peace and comfort and assurance that 
you alone can provide.  Fill us with the light of Jesus.  Fill our hearts with the 
overpowering knowledge of your great love for us.  Give us the conviction that 
you are in control of all things. 
 Thank you for the gift of Jesus – for the plan of salvation that you have 
been working out since the beginning of time.  We love you with all our hearts.  
In your holy name we pray, AMEN. 
 
Please stand and join us as we sing. 
 
Song:  Silent Night  (Joseph Mohr) 

(words on screen) 
  
Speaker 3:  As we leave this place, may we leave with the knowledge that we 
are held in the hands of a mighty God who loves us so much that he was willing 
to give his one and only son for each one.  Go in peace. 
 



 
  
  



A15(1) 
A Chapel on Daniel 1 

A Chapel for Unity Christian High School 

Written by:  Sharon Veltema 

With permission, adapted from a sermon by:  Leonard Vander Zee 
 
 
Reader:  Listen to the words of Daniel chapter 1: 
 (read Daniel 1) 
 
(Reader exits and three speakers come out on stage) 
 
 
Speaker 1:  The book of Daniel brings us into a strange world of surreal stores 
of Jewish boys delivered from white hot furnaces and the mouths of hungry 
lions.  At the heart of these often bizarre series of adventures is an experience 
which is similar to experiences with which you may struggle. 
 
Speaker 2:  Four Jewish young men are torn out of their comfortable 
surrounding and transplanted into a Pagan culture.  (picture one – four guys 
from the senior class) Now, these young men were the cream of the Israelite 
crop!  They were members of the royal family, well-educated at the best schools 
in Jerusalem.  They were smart, cultured, handsome, and healthy.  (another 
picture of the four guys looking healthy – perhaps flexing their 
muscles) 
 
Speaker 3:  And Nebuchadnezzar is no slouch!  You don’t conquer half the 
world without some kind of vision of how to run it.  (picture of a teacher with 
a crown on) 
 
Speaker 1:  King Nebuchadnezzar doesn’t intent to waste the best and the 
brightest minds and talents from Israel by keeping them in chains just because 
he conquered them.  These young men were chosen to come to the palace 
school, get the best training possible, and serve the king himself! 
 
Speaker 2:  Now, the palace school was the Yale of the Chaldeans.  These four 
young men were schooled in the history, literature, religion, and wisdom of 
ancient Babylon to prepare them for very high positions in the administration of 
Nebuchadnezzar.   
(another picture of the four students looking brainy – holding books 
and wearing glasses) 
 
Speaker 3:  Back home, folks wondered and mothers worried.  (picture of 
one of the student’s mother, looking worried)  What would become of 
these boys so far from home, church, and family? 



 
Speaker 1:  BUT, the God of Israel, who according to the prophets had 
engineered the disastrous destruction of Jerusalem and its temple, and the exile 
of its best people, did NOT intend for these four young men to huddle together 
defensively in some ghetto in Babylon. 
 
(screen with Jeremiah 29: 4-7) 
 
Speaker 2:  Jeremiah 29: 4-9 says, This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build 
houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and 
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in number 
there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which 
I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you 
too will prosper.”  
 
Speaker 3:  So, Daniel and his three friends were packed off to Babylon 
University, the palace school.  (picture of the four students with suitcases, 
pillows, backpacks)  It seemed ominous that right away the palace master 
gave them new names, Babylonian names that hint at Babylonian gods!  Their 
given names were Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednigo.  
 
(picture of the four guys holding up paper with new names – like a 
mug shot) 
 
Speaker 1:  It’s time to be worried – this couldn’t be a very good start.  After 
all, names were a core part of one’s identity – especially for Jews!  But, Daniel 
and his friend didn’t seem too bothered by it. 
 
Speaker 2:  Despite their easy acceptance of their new names, it doesn’t take 
long before their position at Babylon University comes under a cloud.  Something 
in their life at graduate student housing causes them to realize that they have to 
draw the line somewhere in order to maintain their identity as God’s people. 
 
Speaker 3:  Where they draw the line may seem strange to us.  The school 
cafeteria!  (The four guys standing by the school’s food court) 
 
Speaker 1:  But food is deeply a part of the faith and culture of the Jews.   
 
Speaker 2:  You are what you eat. 
 



Speaker 3:  These four young men knew they couldn’t eat non-kosher food in 
the school cafeteria.  To do so would tear away the last shred of their identity as 
God’s people.  So, they drew the line at the food! 
 
Speaker 1:  Daniel came up with a plan and shared it with his buddies.  (A 
picture of the guys huddled together)  It was a daring plan, but it also 
showed the wisdom and grace that God had given these young men.  The plan 
was basically this: let us do our Jewish thing, and if you get bad results, we’ll call 
the whole thing off. 
 
Speaker 2:  Daniel first proposed his plan to the Dean of Students, Ashpenez.  
(A picture of Daniel with the Dean of Students)  Ashpenez politely 
declined.  He likes these guys, but he’s also an administrator.  He was not going 
to risk his job over a situation like this. 
 
Speaker 3:  Realizing that Ashpenez was not totally against his plan, Daniel 
tried another angle.  He went to the guard instead.  (Picture of Daniel with 
another teacher)  He proposed a trial period of 10 days on a vegetarian diet 
that could hardly get anyone in too much trouble.  And it worked.  After 10 days, 
Daniel and his buddies looked better than those who ate in the school cafeteria.  
(picture of Daniel and his friends looking very healthy) 
 
 
 
Speaker 1:  But it’s not just the food.  The text says, “God gave them 
knowledge and skill in every aspect of literature and wisdom.  Daniel also had 
insight into all visions and dreams.”  (slide with the verse on it)  These guys 
had mastered the culture, literature, history, and religion of their land of exile. 
 
Speaker 2: But how does this story relate to us today? 
 
Speaker 3:  We live in an alien culture, the Babylon of the 20th century.  We live 
in a culture that doesn’t speak the language of our faith and that doesn’t respect 
a Christ-centered world-view.  
 
Speaker 1:  And yet God calls us to be at the center of things in this alien 
environment.  He wants us in the centers of power and influence, and to be 
influential in the world in which we live.  God calls us to be the best and the 
brightest.  He calls us to do all we can to make a difference in His world. 
 
Speaker 2:  What does it take to be one of God’s people in Babylon? 
 
Speaker 3:  Daniel and his friends knew.  As simple as their insistence on a 
kosher diet may seem to us, they were driven by their unfaltering faith in the 



one true God.  And like these four Jewish exiles, we are sometimes called to 
draw the line somewhere and to make a stand for Christ. 
 
Speaker 1:  Jeremiah 29:7 says, “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to 
which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, 
you too will prosper.”  
(slide with verse on it) 
 
Speaker 2:  God challenges you to seek the welfare of the land in which you 
live, even a land whose culture does not seek the Lord.  God calls you to be 
politicians, teachers, plumbers, doctors, business owners, ministers, construction 
workers, and bankers.  God calls you to all kinds of future occupations where you 
can make a difference for His kingdom.  God calls you to work hard as students 
so that you will be able to do excellent work and make a difference in a foreign 
land by loving God with all your heart and all your mind. 
 
(Speakers exit) 
 
Solo:  Let It Be Said Of Us  (by: Steve Fry) 
 
Speaker:   
 Please pray with me. 
Lord, you have called us to do our best and to use our gifts and talents for your 
glory and for your kingdom.  Father, help us to do our very best for you.  Help us 
to discover what your will is for our lives.  Help us to understand the unique 
abilities that you have given each one of us, and help us to use our gifts for you.  
We love you Lord and we thank you for your perfect love to us.  Help us to show 
your love to others in the work that we do. 
In your name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
 
 



A15 (2) 
“I Love You” 

Excerpt from a chapel for Unity Christian High School 
Written by:  Sharon Veltema 

 

 
Speaker 2:  What is love?  And how do you really know what love is?  Maybe 
our understanding of love and our capacity to love comes from the fact that we 
were loved first.  When we were born our parents loved us.  As we continue to 
grow, our parents continue to love us.  We have grandparents, friends, teachers, 
and others in our lives who love us.  But even more than that, we were loved 
before we even had the capacity to love.  And we were loved with a complete 
and perfect love, a love that knows no end. 
 
Speaker 1:  In the parable of the prodigal son, we see a love that goes beyond 
reason.  Listen to the story, found in Luke 15. 
 Once upon a time there was a man who had two sons.  One day the 
younger son went to his father to ask him a very important question. 
 
(action begins on stage – father comes out stage left and son comes out stage 
right) 
 
Son:  Father, give me my share of the estate.  I don’t want to wait for my 
inheritance, I need it now, while I’m young and can enjoy it. 
 
Father:  I don’t think that’s a good idea.  Why not wait when you are ready to 
use it wisely. 
 
Son:  No, I want my share now.  I’ve got plans. 
 
Speaker 1:  Now the father must have been pretty surprised by this request.  
After all, this son was asking his father for all of his inheritance right away.  But 
the father didn’t question it further.  Instead, he divided up his property between 
his two sons, and he gave his younger son his share of the property. 
 
(Father hands over money to younger son and the son looks pleased.  Father 
exits the stage left) 
 
Son:  All right.  I’m rich.  I’m more than rich – I’m loaded!  Now I can live life 
how I want to live.  No more working for my father.  No more taking orders.  No 
more being confined to this house and this land.  I’m going off to a distant 
country to have some fun! 
 
(Younger son exits stage right) 



 
Speaker 1:  The father must have been heartbroken to see his son go.  But he 
didn’t stop him, even though he knew it was not a good idea.  And what 
happened to the younger son?  Well, he might have had a good time for awhile.  
But he wasn’t very smart with his money.  Before you know it, the son’s money 
was completely gone.  On top of that, there was a severe famine in that distant 
country.  The son didn’t have much in the line of job skills, so he hired himself 
out to a citizen of that country. 
 
(Younger son comes trudging in holding his hungry stomach) 
 
Son:  How did my life come to this?  I’m tired and hungry and I’m stuck feeding 
pigs.  I’d eat these pods that I’m feeding these pigs if I could get away with it.  
I’m such an idiot!!  Here I am starving to death, and my father’s hired men have 
food to spare.   
 
Speaker 1:  The younger son pondered his plight and came up with a plan. 
 
Son:  This is what I’m going to do.  I’ll go back to my father’s house – if I don’t 
die of starvation on the way.  And I’ll tell my father, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be call your son; 
make me like one of your hired men.” 
 
Speaker 1:  So he got up and went to his father’s house.  And as he was 
approaching his house, he saw his father outside the house. 
 
(Father is standing on stage, son walks toward the father) 
 
Son:  Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.  Please forgive me.  (bowing down in front of his 
father) 
 
Father:  Yes, you have sinned!  You have squandered all my money.  You left 
without even saying goodbye to your family.  And now you’re back – wanting to 
pick up where you left off.  I’m sorry.  I can no longer call you my son.   
 
(Father turns his back on the son but stays on the stage.  The son stays walks 
away looking dismayed) 
 
Speaker 2:  Wait a minute, that’s not how the story ends.  It can’t be.  I 
thought this was a story about love! 
 



Speaker 1:  You’re right.  This is a story about love.  Let’s try it again.  (Pause)  
The younger son realized he had sinned, and as he pondered his plight, he 
decided to go back to his father and beg for forgiveness. 
 
(Father turns back to the son and son comes walking towards him again) 
 
Son:  Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.  Please forgive me.  (Bowing down) 
 
Father: You’re right.  You are not worthy to be back here.  But, you are my son, 
and you will always be my son.  We’ll make a deal. You go and live with my 
servants and work for me for seven years.  Then, if I am happy with your work, I 
will accept you back into my household. 
 
(Father and son stay on stage and look over at the speakers when they talk) 
 
Speaker 2:  You still don’t have it right.  That’s not forgiveness.  That’s a 
conditional arrangement.   
 
Speaker 1:   Alright, let’s try it one more time.  Let’s see if they can get it right 
this time.   
 
(Father stays on stage but the son walks off to “try it again.”  As the son 
approaches the father for the third time, the father acts overjoyed to see his 
son) 
 
Son:  Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son. 
 
Father: (with his arm around the son’s shoulders and shouting to the audience):  
Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again. 
 
Son:  But father, I don’t deserve this.  I’ll live with the servants and eat from the 
scraps of your table!  Or I’ll work for you.  I’ll work so hard that I’ll be worthy to 
be your son again! 
 
Father:  Don’t you see?  I love you because you are my son – not because of 
what you have or haven’t done.  You are loved because your mine.  Come on, 
let’s go celebrate.  My son, you were once dead, now you are alive again. 
 
(Father and son exit stage left) 
 



Speaker 2:  That’s how the story ends.  And that’s the only way the story can 
end.  Our father’s love is unconditional.  We can’t earn it, or work for it.  And no 
matter what we’ve done in our lives, God’s love can overcome it.  Because God’s 
love is extravagant. 
 
Song:  Your Love is Extravagant (by Casting Crowns)  (with power point slides) 
 
 
Ending prayer: 
 Dear Lord, 
Thank you for being our Father of love. So often we are like the prodigal son, 
thinking we can make it through life on our own. We become so self-absorbed 
and blinded by our own selfish desires that we fail to see the plans you have for 
us.  Even after all the times we stray you still stand there waiting with open 
arms, ready to express again your unconditional love.  Lord, please help us to 
develop this kind of love - a love that knows no bounds.  And a love that has no 
strings attached.  We need your help in demonstrating unconditional love in a 
world that is so conditional.  We love you, thank you for first loving us.  
In your name we pray, AMEN. 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 



A 15(3) 
“Love Beyond Reason” 

A Chapel for Unity Christian High School 
Written by:  Sharon Veltema 

Excerpts taken from Henri Nouwen’s Book: The Return of the Prodigal Son 

 
Speaker 1: 
 Listen to these words in Luke 15: 11-32 (words on screen) 
 There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to his father, 
“Father, give me my share of the estate.”   
 So he divided his property between them.  Not long after that, the younger son 
got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 
country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.   He longed to fill his stomach with 
the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  When he came to 
his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare and here I 
am starving to death.  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; make me like one of your hired men.”  So he got up and went to his father. 
 But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.   
 The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 
 But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.  
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.”  So they began to celebrate.   
 Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.  When he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing.  So he called one of the servants and asked him what was 
going on.  “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father has killed the fattened 
calf because he has him back safe and sound.” 
 The older brother became angry and refused to go in.  So his father went out 
and pleaded with him.  But he answered his father, “Look!  All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders.  Yet you never gave me even a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!” 
 “My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” 
 
 
Speaker 1 exits.  Son #1 on one side of stage, son #2 on other side.   
On the screen:  Picture by Rembrandt, entitled: Return of the Prodigal Son  
             (St. Petersberg, The Hermitage) 
 
 



 
Monologues 

 
Son #1:  I am the son who ran away.  I came to the point where I asked myself, “To 
whom do I belong?  To God, or to the world?”  Many of the things that occupy my time 
suggest that I belong more to the world than to God.  A little criticism makes me angry, 
and a little rejection makes me depressed.  A little praise raises my spirits and a little 
success excites me.  It takes little to raise me up and even less to throw me down.  
Sometimes my life is an anxious struggle resulting from the mistaken idea that it is the 
world that defines me.  As long as I keep running about asking, “Do you love me?  Do 
you really?” to the world itself, I will be disappointed.  The world says, “I love you IF 
you are good looking, or intelligent, or wealthy.”  The world says, “I love you IF you 
have a good education, a good job, and good connections.”  There are endless “ifs” 
hidden in the world’s love.  The world’s love is and always will be conditional.   
 I am the prodigal son every time I search for unconditional love where it cannot 
be found.  I keep ignoring the place of true love and I persist in finding it elsewhere. 
 
Son #2:  I am the older brother and I have always been the model son.  I am obedient 
and dutiful and I aim to please.  I have always done what is right.  Why then do I have 
these deep feelings of resentment?  I almost envy my younger brother – he had the 
courage to run away.  The obedient and dutiful life I am proud of, and which I am 
praised for, sometimes feels like a burden that was laid on my shoulders.  I do all the 
right things, don’t I?  I am obedient, law-abiding, and hardworking.  I am respected and 
admired.   
 Yet, here is my younger brother being accepted back into my father’s house.  My 
father, a great man with a great household, readily accepting my brother back into the 
household.  I am angry – angry at my father for his ready forgiveness and for taking 
back my fool brother. 
 
Son #1:  Yes, I am the prodigal son – and I have realized that the world does not have 
the answers I seek.  I have nothing left – I have lost it all – my money, my health, my 
honor, my self-respect, and my reputation. 
 But I still cling to one fact, one undeniable truth – I am my father’s child.  I have 
lost everything – I am broken, humiliated, and defeated.  But I have not lost the love of 
my Father.  I am still my Father’s child – and the world cannot take the love of my 
Father from me. 
 
Son #2:  I am the elder son.  I tried so hard! I worked so long!  I did so much!  Where 
is my honor, where is my praise?  I am angry – and I am hurt.  I see my brother – 
running off and squandering away a small fortune – and he gets the party.  Where is my 
party?  Where is my glory? 
 
Son #1:  Every time I looked to the world for my self-worth, it lets me down.  So I 
return to the Father – the true source of unconditional love.  I am accepted back by the 
Father – the true giver of limitless love.   
 



Son #2:  Every time I look to the world to give me praise and glory for my own actions, 
I come up short.  Nothing I do is ever good enough – nothing I try on my own will ever 
give me the satisfaction that I crave.   
 
Son #1:  I am the prodigal son.  But I am something much more – I am the forgiven 
son.  I am forgiven, loved, and restored to fellowship with my Father.  I hear my father’s 
words ring out, “Quick, bring out the best robe and put it on him, put a ring on his 
finger, and sandals on his feet, let’s eat and celebrate.”  I was once lost, but now I have 
been found.  I am forgiven, and I am loved. 
 
Son #2:  I am the older son.  I have looked to the world, and the world has let me 
down.  I am in need in forgiveness – I am in need of my Father’s grace.  I am in need of 
unconditional love, the love that can only come from my Father.  I am the older brother 
– the angry son.  I have looked to myself for so long that I have lost sight of what my 
Father wants for me.  Forgive me as well and bring out the best robe, put it on me, and 
put a ring on my finger, and sandals on my feet.  Eat and celebrate – for I am lost, but 
my Father has found me.  I am forgiven, and I am loved.  
 
Son #1:  I am forgiven, and I am loved. 
 
(Sons 1 & 2 exit.  Lead singers come out on stage.  On screen, “Please stand and join us 
in singing.) 
  
Song:  The Power of Your Love – Geoff Bullock 
 
Speaker 1:  Please pray with me. 
 Father, we acknowledge to you this morning that we are like the prodigal son, 
and we are also like the older brother.  We have turned from your ways and looked to 
ourselves and the world for love and fulfillment.  Sometimes we are so wrapped up in 
ourselves and our own needs that we completely ignore the needs of others.  But you 
are merciful, abounding in steadfast love.  Knowing that we are beloved children, we 
can admit our failings before you and one another in order to be forgiven, receive new 
life, and begin again. Thank you for your love which is beyond all reason.  Thank you for 
loving us first.  In your name we pray, AMEN. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

  



A 15 (4)  
Chapel for Maundy Thursday – Rachel’s Tears 

A Chapel for Unity Christian High School 

Written by:  Sharon Veltema 

 
Setting:  Gym is in darkness, stage lit.  Speakers and instrumentalists are all on 
stage.  Speaker 1 is on the far right, speakers 2 and 3 on opposite sides of the 
screen, which is in the middle.  The oboe, flute, and violin are on the left side of 
the stage.  On the screen is a sketch of a bright star in the sky.) 
 
Cello Duet:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (one time through, slowly) 
 
Speaker #1:  (Isaiah 40: 3-5) 
 A voice of one calling, “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, 
every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain.  And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 
Cellos play chorus only of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
Speaker #1: (Isaiah 9:6) 
 For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Flute solo: “Joy to the World” (one time) 
 
Speaker #1: (Luke 2: 10-13) 
 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
 
Violin solo:  “Silent Night” (one time) 
 
Speaker #2:   
 The Christmas story – told and retold every year.  Christ’s birth, 
celebrated with joy!  The coming of the Savior of the world – rejoice!  Peace on 
earth – goodwill to men. 
 But, we’ve cut the story short.  We’ve failed to look at the entire story of 
Christ’s birth.  Listen to the last story the Bible gives us of Christ as an infant, 
perhaps a toddler, but still a child new to this world. 



 
Speaker #1:  Matthew 2: 13 – 18 
 When the wise men had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream.  “Get up,” he said, “Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  
Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill.”   
 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod.  And so was fulfilled what the 
Lord had said through the prophet; “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 
were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from 
the Magi.  Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning.  Rachel 
weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no 
more.” 
 
(Speaker 3 at first is talking to the audience and ignoring speaker 2.  As the 
speaking parts continue, speaker 3 is more and more aware and disturbed by 
what speaker 2 is saying. The slide on the screen is a charcoal sketch of a baby 
boy – drawn by one of the students) 
 
Speaker #2:  They are no more – no more!  The infant boys of Bethlehem and 
the surrounding areas are no more – murdered by Herod’s soldiers. 
Speaker #3 (speaking animatedly to the audience):  Have I told you about my 
baby brother?  He’s so sweet, so cute!  He just started to learn how to walk.  He 
holds on to my finger and toddles his way across the floor. 
 
Speaker #2:  Rachel is weeping, she refuses to be comforted.  Her children are 
no more, killed by cold blooded soldiers.   
 
Speaker #3 (ignoring speaker 2 and still speaking to the audience):  Did I tell 
you that my brother is so precious, he sleeps with his thumb in his mouth.  His 
hair curls around his ears.  He is so precious! 
 
Speaker #2:  Angels, where is your peace on earth?  Gabriel, where is this 
Savior of the world?  Couldn’t he save innocent babies of Bethlehem?  The Prince 
of Peace?  These babies died because of your birth. 
 
Speaker #3:  (looks over with concern at speaker 2, then pretends not to hear 
him and speaks again to the audience)  My brother said his first word, did I tell 
you?  Ball!  Well, it didn’t sound quite like “ball,” but I’m sure that’s what he said.  
Then he smiled with his one-toothed grin.  It melted my heart.   
 



Speaker #2:  What happened to the silent night?  Where is that holy night?  
There is no peace on earth – only weeping.  The gut wrenching cries of mothers 
like Rachel who will not be comforted. 
 
(On the screen appears a sketch of Rachel weeping for her children.  Artwork by 
Unity student Alicia LeFabre) 
 
 

 
 
 
Speaker #3:  (looking at the screen and then over at speaker #2 in horror) 
Stop!  I don’t want to hear it.  Don’t you understand? I love my little brother and 
I’m not going to let anything happen to him.  Ever! 
 
Speaker #2: (looking over at speaker 3 and speaking quietly)  Neither was 
Rachel.  She had no idea that Herod’s soldiers would be tossing babies into the 
air and catching them on their spears.  She couldn’t stop them.   
Speaker #3:  (upset)  No!  You don’t understand!  Babies are innocent!  How 
could soldiers be so cruel!  This can’t be part of the Christmas story!  Who could 
kill a child?  Who could be so evil? 
 
Speaker #2:  Nothing and no one could comfort Rachel.  She could only scream 
in horror and weep, and weep. 
 
Speaker #3: (upset)  Oh Rachel, how my heart aches for you.  (almost 
whispering) Across the years and years that separate us, I can still hear you 
weeping. 
 
Speaker #1:  (Matthew 2:18) 
 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping 
for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 



Cello Duet:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (one time – first two lines of the 
verse) 
 
(on the screen, a silhouette sketch of the cross) 
  
Speaker #2: 
 This is the reality of the world that Christ entered.  From the perfection of 
heaven to a crude stable and into an evil world filled with soldiers who didn’t 
blink an eye at fulfilling Herod’s decree.  Do you see how desperately we need a 
Savior?  Do you understand the world into which this perfect Christ-child, our 
Savior, willingly entered?  Can you begin to understand what Jesus gave up for 
you?   
 
Speaker #1:  (Isaiah 53:4-6) 
 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
Speaker #2:  This is mercy. 
Speaker #3:  This is grace. 
Speaker #1:  This is love, which knows no end. 
 
Solo:  Kyrie Eleison: Lord, Have Mercy 
 
Speaker #1: 
 Please join me in prayer. 
 Dear Lord, we cannot even begin to imagine what it must have been like 
to leave the perfection and glories of heaven to come to this earth as a helpless 
baby in a world of sin and evil.  Yet your love and compassion for us was and is 
so great, that you were willing to sacrifice yourself for each one of us.   
 We are so totally undeserving of your love.  Nothing we could do on our 
own could save us.  We so easily fall into sin.  We are weak and we lack faith.  
And all we have to do is take a look at the world that you so willingly entered on 
our behalf and we are humbled.   
 Open our hearts to respond to your amazing mercy and wonderful grace.  
In our weakness, open our eyes to see your love. 
Bring us into new life through Jesus Christ. 
 In your name we pray, Amen. 
 
As you leave this place, reflect on Christ’s love and sacrifice for you.  Go in peace 
to love and serve the Lord. 



 


