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MReligion just does not naturalJ}' appear much on most teenagers' open.-ended lists
of what really matters in their Ih"es." Sntilh Ii<o..nl ••• (2005. 1301

Introduction--
0;------
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WHO DISCONNECTED FROM WHOM?

..
WHAT MUSTTHE CHURCH RECOVER IN ORDER TO RECONNECT?

3·

WHAT STEPS MUST BE TAKEN TO RECONNECT?
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Who disconnected from whom?0• Did the church (adults) disconnect from the youngpeople?• Did young people disconnect from the church?• Popular Wisdom: Young people disconnected
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fQ'
• Contributing Factors

o Social & Economic Factorso Development of Adolescenceo Public Education & "Experts·o Disposable Income• Term '"Teenager" coined in 1941• Separate Youth Culture (1" issue of Seventeen published in 1944)o Young People as Adolescents

The church (adults) disconnected from young people.
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What must the Church Recover in order to
Reconnect?Q• Body of Christ

o Young People are a parto Young people have the same value• Dynamic Nature of Worshipo Dialogical character• Purposefulo Ephesians 4; Hebrews 10o "We get what we are." Smith (2005)
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Whot i" goodforoUT young peopl. is goodfor our congregations.

What steps m t be taken to reconnect?

• Adults must be equipped to mentor young people.

• Worship must be accessible.

• Worship involves learning to appreciate other
dialects.

• Relational and Experiential.
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Discussion
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