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. ) Preaching the Great Stories of Genesis
: Calvin College Worship Symposium
Workshop A24
Rev. Laura Sumner Truax

I. Why Genesis?

In the beginning there was. ..
®

A Felt Need,

II. Oral History
What’s gets left in, what gets left out and why? The beginning of dialogue.

What the stories meant in the time they occurred.
The meanings of the stories in Jewish history.
Some of the meanings of the stories now.

Midrash
Psychodrama

Cultural Cues



) II1. Themes of Genesis

Leaving Home

One 1is the loneliest number

Stopping the cycle

The Terrjble Twos

The other side of blessing

I am...SOMEBODY'!

In the beginning, God. In the end, God.




IV. Unexpected Voices
Ham & Shem

Leah

Ishmael

Esau

Abimelech



T
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Genesis 3:23
The Mountain Goats
From The Life of the World to Come, 2009

House up in Clearlake

Where I used to live

Picked the lock on the fiont door
And felt it give

Touch nothing move nothing stand still
Keep my ears open for cars

See how the people here live now
Hope they're better at it than I was

Lused to live .. here (4x)

Pictures up on the mantle
Nobody I know

I, stand by the tiny furnace
Where the long shadows grow

Living room to bedroom to kitchen
Familiar and warm

Hours we spent starving within these walls
Sounds of a distant storm

I used to live ., here (4x)

Fight through the ghosts in the hallway
Duck and weave

Stand by the door with my eyes closed
When it's time to leave

Steal home before sunset

Cover up my tracks

Drive hoime with old dreams of play in my mind
And the wind at my back

Break the lock on my own garden gate

When [ get home after dark

Sit looking up at the stars outside

Like teeth in the mouth of a shark

I used to live ., here (4x)



Genesis 30:3
The Mountain Goats

From The Life of the World to Come (2009)

For several days the visitors were here

We saw them turned down and we watched them disappear
Talked about the days they’d said were surc to come

Had a haid time believing

I remember seeing you my tongue struck dumb

When you first came here from wherever it was you came from
The power in your voice

Your rough touch

Open up the door to the tent
Wonder where the good times went
I will do what you ask me to do
Because of how I feel about you

I saw his little face contract as his eyes met light
Tried to imagine anything so bright

You only sece it once and then it steals into the dawn
And then it’s gone forever

For several hours we lay there the last ones of our kind
Harder days coming maybe I don’t mind

Sounds kind of dumb when I say it but it’s tine

I would do anything for you

Open up the promise of the day
Drive the dark things away

I wili do what you ask me to do
Because of how I feel about you
You keeping care of me
Keeping watch



L

The Man Watching

by Rainer Maria Rilke

1 can teil by the way the trees beat, after

so many dull days, on my worried windowpanes
that a storm is coming,

and I hear the far-off fields say things

I can't bear without a friend,

1 can't love without a sister

The storm, the shifter of shapes, drives on
across the woods and across lime,

and the world looks as if it had no age:

the landscape like a line in the psalm book,
is seriousness and weight and eternity.

What we chaose to fight is so tiny!

‘What fights us is so great!

If only we would let ouselves be dominated

as things do by some immense storm,

we would become strong too, and not need names.

When we win it's with small things,
and the triumph itself makes us small.
What is extraordinary and eternal
does not want {0 be bent by us.

I mean the Angel who appeared

to the wrestlers of the Cld Testament:
when the wrestlet's sinews -

grew long like metal strings,

he felt thern under his fingers

like chords of deep music.

Whoever was beafen by this Angel

(who often simply declined the fight)
went away proud and strengthened

and great from that harsh hand,

that kneaded him as if to change his shape.
Winning does not tempt that man.

This is how he grows: by being defeated, decisively,
by constantly greater beings.

Tuklic. Domain



Blessed Be Your Name

Inn the land that is plentiful .

Where Your sireams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

Blessed Be Your name

When I'm found in the desert place

Though | walk through the wilderness
Blessed Be Your name

Every blessing You pour out

I'll tusrn back to praise

When the darkness closes in, Lord
Sl will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's 'all as it should be'
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed he Your name

Every hlessing You pour out

1l turn back to praise

- When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still | will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your naime

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorfous name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed he the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glerious name

You give and take away

You give and take away

My heart wifl choose to say
Lord, blessed be Your name

Matt Redman, Beth Redman
© 2002 ThankYou Music
Used by permission. CCLI #400063.
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