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enabling expansive worship  
in small membership congregations               Paul Detterman 
 

“If we only had / could…” can be too common a phrase in smaller membership congregations. God invites us to worship 
as we can, not as we can’t.  This session is designed to equip and encourage even the smallest congregation (or small 
group within a larger community) to desire and to experience deep, joy-filled worship using everything God has given us 
and requiring nothing more. 

 
remembering why Jesus’ followers sing when we worship 
 

   fulfilling our biblical mandate to sing 
 

      offering God-worthy praise  
 

glorifying God beyond words and deeds alone 
 

witnessing to the reality of our faith 
 

      connecting the generations 
 

receiving the witness of those who have gone before us  
 

transmitting our faith to those who are following us 
 
 

discipling       Jesus’ followers through singing in worship 
 

   (remembering why Jesus’ followers sing … ) 
 

discovering the “heart songs”   
 

what gives these hymns/worship songs such meaning? 
 

what faith do these texts express? 
 

connecting the dots—deepening faith and broadening repertoire  
 

catechetical singing 
 

  

Alleluias!! concentrated:  
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liberating   worship from keys, pipes, circuits, or strings gone wrong 
 

(remembering why Jesus’ followers sing … ) 
 

naming the perils of “bad” accompaniment 
 

renouncing Lucifer’s love child: accompaniment CDs  
 

exploring alternatives 
 

the joy of call and response 
 

the beauty of part singing 
 

the thrill of unison singing 

 
 

releasing    God’s people to worship and praise 
 

(remembering why Jesus’ followers sing … ) 
 

allowing worshipers to hear themselves  
 

nurturing the anticipation of “an experience” 
 

teaching the language of music 
 

challenging worshipers to self-less praise 
 

 

exploring    a sampling of the almost limitless worship music resources  
 

(remembering why Jesus’ followers sing … ) 
 

nurturing long-term relationships—hymns that beg to be sung “just as they are” 
 

permitting second marriages—familiar texts re-trothed to more flexible tunes 
 

going global—discovering what the rest of the world already knows about worship 
 

taking a chance on chants—simply repeating things simply 
 
 

praying     … and “praying twice” 
 

(remembering why Jesus’ followers sing … ) 
 
 


