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Women’s League or Subsidiary Organization: the
Relationship of the National Women’s League and
the Kuomingtang

Lin-yi Tseng

Abstract

This paper surveys and analyzes relevant archival data to discuss
the founding motive, main personnel, organizational structure and
business interaction of the National Women's League of the Republic of
China and its relationship with the Kuomingtang through the concept
of transitional justice. The archival evidence available indicates that
both Madame Chiang Soong Mei-ling and the Kuomingtang were
instrumental to the founding and operations of the National Women’s
League during the party-state period. In particular, the personnel,
organization, finances, and involvment in past elections, demonstrate
that the National Women’s League was a subsidiary to the Kuomingtang,

and one of the more important peripheral organizations.

The Kuomingtang received on behalf of, and passed on to,
the National Women’s League a range of funds, including financial
payments, entertainment ticket surcharge and cotton textile surcharge,
surcharge for charity work for the military, defense surcharge, as well
as governmental subsidies and donations. This paper finds that the so-
called "surcharge for charity work for the military" was not a voluntary
donation, but an involuntary value-added tax. Also, the range of
involuntary donations that the National Women’s League relied upon
for its operations required the interference of the Kuomingtang. These
funds, which come from various sources across all sectors of society,

were also directed towards the welfare of living and deceased veterans
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and their dependants, as well as select groups and professions. Some
funds even overlap with Kuomingtang interests.

Finally, this paper concludes with a case study regarding the
operation of the Taipei Fuhsing Private School by the National
Women’s League. There were complex dynamics surrounding the
requisition of this former Japanese asset. The focus of this case study
is on the involvement and modes of operation of the Kuomingtang,
the intelligence services, and political and business leaders that can be
identified through the examination of the requisition process. The result
is a demonstration of how the National Women’s League acquire and
process assets, and what are the unique features of the acquisition and
processing that can be identified.

Keywords : transitional justice, the National Women’s League,
Kuomingtang(KMT), surcharge for charity work for the
military, Taipei Fuhsing Private School.
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