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The Central Daily News in Authoritarian-era
Taiwan

Jen-Wen Cheng "

Abstract

The aim of this paper, based on an overall study of literary reviews and
political change, lies in a systematic analysis of the role and function of the
media served for authoritarian parties in Taiwan after 1949. The paper
particularly focuses its attention on the mouthpiece of Kuomintang (the
Chinese Nationalist Party), the Central Daily News, examining the role and
function of the party-run newspaper, including issues such as its being a
medium with ideology for circulating political information, forming public
opinions, fighting against dissenters, stabilizing the society, and so on.
Among many things, the newspaper, as the core “party-media complex”
created by Kuomintang, was faced with contradictions in terms of its editing
and managing ability as well as the dilemma of instant draining its credibility
and reliability as a print media because of political factional struggles. In
addition, under the wave of democratization, the change of media
environment, and the rise of the internet and new media, the Central Daily
News found itself in a series of revenue loss. Eventually, the business of the
newspaper was put into trouble and after fulfilling its tasks in stages, the
publication of the newspaper was suspended in 2006. The paper aims at a
better understanding of the history of the newspapers run by political parties.
Research efforts have been dwelled in examining the conflicts between the
nature of the print media and its role as the party mouthpiece. With both the
direct and indirect investment of political resources, the privileged status of
the party-run newspaper has been also examined. The author has attempted a
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systematic analysis of the role and function of the party-run newspaper,
hoping to offer future references for promoting transitional justice projects.

Keywords: the party-run newspaper, the party assets of Kuomintang, the
Central Daily News, media in Taiwan, newspapering.
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