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EMERGE	2017:	PASSION
The	focus	of	this	year’s	Emerge	is	to	inspire	City	Harvest	youths	to	be	passionate	about	God	and	their	dreams.
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The youths of Emerge focus their praise on Jesus, the King of all kings.

The	year	2017	has	filled	the	young	people	
of	City	Harvest	Church	with	anticipation,	
and	credit	must	go	to	Emerge.
	 Emerge	 is	 the	 youth	 movement	
started	 by	 CHC	 in	 2003	 for	 youths	
aged	25	and	under.	Now	in	 its	14th	year,	
Emerge	remains	a	platform	for	youths	in	
the	church	to	realize	and	use	their	God-
given	talents	to	serve	Him.
	 Right	from	the	beginning	of	the	year,	
the	 Emerge	 team	 set	 the	 tone	 with	 the	
theme	of	“Passion”:	passion	for	the	Lord,	
passion	 for	 His	 house	 and	 passion	 for		
His	people.	
	 “If	you	have	passion,	you	have	power,”	
said	 Wu	 Yuzhuang,	 the	 pastor	 who	
oversees	 Emerge,	 at	 the	 first	 Emerge	
service	of	the	year.
	 Besides	 being	 passionate	 about	 God,	
the	 Emerge	 team—the	 pastoral	 group	
that	plans	and	executes	Emerge	events—
wants	the	youths	to	be	passionate	about	
pursing	their	dreams	as	well.	

	 “For	this	year’s	Emerge	Conference,	the	
focus	is	on	passion	for	God,”	explains	Lee	
Yilun,	 CHC’s	 youth	 pastor.	 “Everything	
stems	from	our	personal	devotion	to	the	
Lord:	 loving	people,	 reaching	out	 to	 the	
lost	and	building	the	church.
	 “I	see	‘passion’	being	youths	pursuing	
God’s	 call	 to	 be	 His	 disciples,”	 she	 adds.	
“The	theme	branched	out	of	our	desire	to	
see	youths	being	mentored	and	discipled	
by	 the	 ministry	 leaders.	 We	 want	 to	 see	
them	 develop	 their	 gifts	 and	 talents—
be	 it	 in	 media,	 sound,	 worship	 leading,	
drama,	 photography—and	 to	 have	 an	
impartation	to	build	the	church.”
	 This	 year’s	 Emerge	 is	 distinctly	
different	 from	 the	 past	 years.	 Wayne	
Choong,	a	youth	pastoral	supervisor,	said,	
“This	year,	our	focus	is	on	having	a	heart	
for	the	Lord,	with	a	very	key	verse	about	
David	being	‘a	man	after	God’s	own	heart’.	
This	differentiates	 this	 year’s	 theme	and	
direction	from	the	previous	years.”

	 “The	 focus	 has	 changed;	 we	 have	
started	something	new,”	said	CHC	pastor,	
Edmund	Tay.	“This	Emerge	weekend,	we	
will	be	ending	the	whole	conference	with	
a	 worship	 session	 on	 Sunday,	 4pm.	 The	
youths	 can	 just	 worship	 God	 and	 come	
into	His	presence.	
	 “At	the	end	of	the	day,	passion	is	about	
Him,	 passion	 is	 about	 coming	 ‘naked’,	
plain	and	simple,	worshipping	Him	just	
as	you	are,”	he	explains.
	 To	achieve	such	passion	in	the	youth,	
Emerge	2017	has	been	filled	with	carefully	
planned	workshops,	events	and	camps.	

A PASSIONATE PURSUIT
One	of	the	new	things	this	year	is	Passion	
Pursuit,	a	series	of	workshops	conducted	
by	different	ministries.	
	 “Passion	 Pursuit	 is	 all	 about	
empowering	 the	 youths	 to	 chase	 their	
dreams,	 to	 fulfill	 their	 calling	 and	 to	
discover	 their	passion,”	 says	Leila	Tan,	a	

youth	pastoral	supervisor.
	 Youths	 could	 sign	 up	 for	 one	 or	
more	 of	 the	 18	 workshops,	 including	
dance,	 graphic	 design,	 worship	 leading,	
song	 writing	 and	 more.	 Leaders	 of		
the	 respective	 ministry	 taught	 the	
workshops	personally.
	 In	an	introductory	video	for	the	youth	
on	 Passion	 Pursuit,	 co-founder	 of	 CHC,	
Sun	Ho	said,	“I’m	as	excited	as	you,	or	if	
not,	more	excited,	because	 I	know	these	
key	leaders.	Not	only	do	they	have	skills,	
but	they	have	spiritual	depth.	They	have	
anointing	and	the	DNA	of	the	house.	So	
I	 believe	 that	 it’s	 not	 just	 going	 to	 be	 a	
workshop	that	you’re	going	to,	but	you’re	
really	going	to	a	very	spiritual	encounter	
with	God.”
	 “We	 hope	 the	 youths	 would	 not	 just	
achieve	 a	 skill	 but	 also	 catch	 the	 spirit	
of	the	mentors	working	with	them,”	says	
Choong.	 “Although	 Passion	 Pursuit	 is	 a	
short	stint,	we	want	to	believe	that	it	will	
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can	 bring	 Jesus	 to	 our	 generation.	 I’m	 praying	 that	 I	
will	keep	responding	to	His	call	unreservedly	[and	say]:	
‘Lord,	here	I	am!	Send	me!’	even	when	it	means	I	have	to	
pay	a	certain	price.”
	 Jonathan	 Tay	 experienced	 God	 through	 Camp	
Encounter.	“The	greatest	impact	on	me	is	definitely	the	
longing,	 yearning,	 hunger	 and	 thirst	 that	 I	 feel—my	
heart	desires	more	of	God,”	says	the	21-year-old	student.	
“It	translates	to	a	life	that	is	more	sensitive	to	the	Holy	
Spirit,	a	life	that	revolves	around	seeking	after	Him	daily	
in	[my]	secret	place.”

PHOTOS: BILL YAP

be	the	beginning	of	long-term	discipleship.”	
	 Through	 Passion	 Pursuit,	 the	 youths	 had	 the	
opportunity	 to	 learn	 a	 skill	 in	 one	 or	 more	 areas	 of	

interest.	 Many	 took	 the	 opporunity	 to	 try	 out	
something	completely	new	to	them.	

	 “This	 is	 for	 those	 who	 have	 no	
experience	but	want	to	do	something	for	

the	Kingdom	of	God,”	Tay	explains.	
“We	want	to	raise	them	to	a	level	

such	 that	 whenever	 we	 have	
Emerge	 services,	 we	 will	

see	 young	 people	 serving.	
Emerge	 services	 would	

be	 a	 platform	 for	 them	
to	serve,	to	display	and	improve	their	talents.	It	would	

also	be	a	platform	for	the	ministry	heads	to	 identify,	
and	 forge	 relationships	 with	 new	 talents	 among		

the	youths.”

TO CHALLENGE & INSPIRE
Since	 its	 inception,	Emerge	competitions	and	

youth	 camps	 have	 been	 the	 main	 highlight	
of	 the	 youth	 movement.	 This	 year,	 Emerge	
youths	 participated	 in	 competitions	 like	
Emerge	Sports,	Preaching	Challenge,	and	
Emerge’s	 Got	 Talent.	 Those	 who	 were	
looking	 for	 a	 more	 relaxing	 experience	
joined	the	Art	Jam	and	expressed	their	
take	on	“Passion”	through	painting.	
	 	 “This	 year,	 we	 cut	 down	 on	 the	
number	of	competitions	but	continued	
with	 main	 events	 like	 Emerge’s	 Got	
Talent	and	Preaching	Challenge,”	says	
Tay.	 “Preaching	 is	 very	 important	 as	
we	want	to	raise	up	a	new	generation	
of	preachers.	We	want	young	people	
that	 are	 full	 of	 fire,	 spirit	 and	 the		
Holy	Ghost.”
		 The	 Emerge	 camps,	 organized	
at	 pastoral	 zone	 level,	 brought	 the	
youths	 deeper	 with	 God	 and	 higher	
in	their	relationship	with	their	peers.	
The	 young	 people	 had	 a	 chance	 to	
spend	three	days	together,	overcoming	
challenges	and	soaking	in	the	presence	
of	 God.	 The	 camp	 games	 challenged	
them	 individually	 and	 bonded	 them	

corporately,	 while	 the	 devotion	 sessions	
taught	 them	 to	 seek	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	

Campers	left	the	camps	feeling	charged	up	
physically	and	spiritually.

	 	 Emerge,	however,	 is	more	than	just	fun	
and	action.	The	Emerge	team	organized	two	

Emerge	 meetings	 to	 bring	 the	 young	 people	
into	the	presence	of	God	corporately.	The	first	

meeting,	held	on	Feb	24,	introduced	the	theme	of	
“Passion”	to	the	youth	while	the	second	meeting,	

held	 on	 May	 27,	 saw	 them	 applying	 soul-winning	
tools	and	bringing	friends	into	God’s	house.	

	 To	welcome	these	new	friends,	the	Emerge	team	also	
organized	 a	 carnival	 after	 the	 second	 meeting.	 Dubbed	

Masakbella,	the	carnival	featured	live	performances,	photo-	
booths	and	various	 food	 stalls	 selling	hipster	 food	 like	 tofu	

fries	and	Korean	bingsu.	

WHAT THE YOUTHS THINK
This	year’s	Emerge	line-up	has	blessed	many	youths.

	 	 After	 attending	 the	 TV	 Ministry	 workshop,	 Tricia	 Yiow,	 an		
18-year-old	student	says	that	her	favorite	part	of	Emerge	was	the	Passion	

Pursuit	workshops.	“It	gave	many	of	us	opportunities	to	learn	about	things	
we	may	be	interested	in	but	have	no	way	to	fulfill	this	interest,”	she	says.

	 	 Zan	 Foo,	 21,	 a	 student,	 says,	 “Throughout	 the	 various	 sessions	 in	 WAVE	
Camp	(organized	by	three	zones:	AZ,	JJ	and	IC),	God	reminded	me	that	our	leaders	
have	paid	the	price	to	bring	Jesus	to	their	generation,	but	only	we,	the	next	generation,	
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Planting	Seeds	of	Ministry
Workshops	featuring	18	disciplines,	including	dance,	journalism,	audio	engineering,	
graphics,	events	planning,	song-writing	and	drama,	were	held	between	March	and	
June	to	immerse	the	Emerge	youths	in	the	City	Harvest	Church	ministry	landscape.
Design:	RENNIE YEO	

Ministry leaders sowed into the youths through Passion Pursuit workshops. (Top) Alicia Leo (standing, far 
left) led the Events Planning workshop. (Above) Head of Graphics Nicholas Goh, (extreme left) and senior 
graphic designer Amy Tan (bottom right) taught the basics of graphic design.

Over	 1,100	 seats	 were	 filled	 when	 Emerge	 launched	 its	
series	 of	 Passion	 Pursuit	 workshops	 earlier	 this	 year.	 The	
aim	of	Passion	Pursuit	was	to	impart	both	functional	skills	
and	spiritual	inspiration	to	the	youths	of	CHC.	
	 The	 Events	 Planning	 workshop,	 for	 example,	 was	
conducted	 by	 the	 head	 of	 Events	 Ministry	 Alicia	 Leo,	
whose	 team	 coordinates	 all	 the	 programs	 held	 at	 church,	
from	 weekly	 services	 to	 leaders’	 meetings	 and	 everything	
in	between.	Over	three	sessions,	she	took	the	class	through	
the	basics	of	event	planning.	During	the	second	class,	they	
learned	to	plan	the	Order	of	Service	(“OOS”	in	Events	lingo)	
and	in	the	final	class,	the	youth	received	hands-on	training	
in	conducting	sound	checks.
	 "Besides	 the	 technical	 stuff,	 the	 most	 important	
thing	 I	 caught	 was	 the	 essence	 of	 the	 heart	 behind		
all	the	planning.	To	have	a	heart	to	serve	is	very	beautiful,”	
says	 Jordan	 Poh,	 who	 attended	 the	 Events	 Planning	
workshop.
	 Likewise,	 youths	 who	 attended	 the	 Journalism	
workshops	 applied	 what	 they	 learned	 by	 taking	 on	 solo	
writing	 assignments—you	 are	 reading	 the	 fruit	 of	 their	
learning	and	labor	in	this	issue	of	City News Weekly.	One	of	
the	most	well-attended	workshops	was	the	Mobile	Phone	
Photography	 class,	 which	 saw	 well	 over	 50	 participants	
at	 each	 of	 its	 two	 sessions	 learning	 tips	 and	 tricks	 for	

composing	 compelling	 (read:	 Insta-worthy)	 images	
from	long-time	ministry	leader	Gareth	Gay.	
	 The	 Rhythm	 &	 Percussion	 workshops	 saw		
participants	 discovering	 their	 sense	 of	 fundamental	
musical	 concepts	 including	 rhythm,	 beat	 and	 tempo	
through	 simple	 body	 percussion	 steps,	 while	 the	
Songwriting	workshop,	led	by	CityWorship	songwriters	
Mark	Kwan	and	Caroline	Tjen,	took	the	youth	through	
techniques	of	lyric	writing,	finding	inspiration	and	chord	
progressions.	One	key	takeaway	for	the	class—you	do	not	
need	to	be	formally	trained	in	music	to	write	songs.
	 Says	 Janine	 Yeo,	 who	 attended	 the	 Fashion	 &	
Costume	 Design	 workshop,	 “What	 really	 spoke	 to	 me	
during	 this	 workshop	 was	 when	 (trainer)	 Vivien	 (Yap)	
said,	 ‘Fashion	should	be	expressed.’	It	is	not	something	
for	us	to	keep	to	ourselves,	but	it	is	for	us	to	use.	If	we	
truly	have	a	passion	for	it,	we	should	let	it	show,	and	use	
the	talent	God	has	given	us	to	glorify	Him.	We	also	had	
the	 opportunity	 to	 hear	 from	 Sabrina	 Goh	 of	 Elohim	
on	 how	 she	 started	 her	 label.	 Despite	 the	 challenges	
she	faced,	she	did	not	give	up	and	continued	pursuing	
the	vision	God	had	given	to	her.	It	inspires	me	to	never	
lose	sight	of	the	vision	God	has	given	to	me.	If	God	has	
given	us	a	vision,	He	will	definitely	see	us	through	our	
challenges	and	our	success.”
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there’s	 prevalent	 use	 of	 social	 media,	
EDM-style	 praise	 and	 worship,		
bedazzling	 visual	 graphics,	 even		
Christian	 raves.	 But	 there	 will	 always	
be	 the	 ‘old-fashioned’	 teachings	 about		
the	 Word	 of	 God	 and	 the	 Christian		
lifestyle.	 We	 have	 to	 be	 current	 and		
relevant	 in	 our	 presentation,	 but	 not	
throw	away	the	Bible.”	
	 He	 continues,	 “Youth	 programs	 are	
a	good	way	to	engage	and	connect	with	
the	youth.	But	the	one	thing	that	really	
draws	people	 to	stay	 is	 the	presence	of	
God.”	 He	 recounts	 that	 when	 he	 was	 a	
youth,	there	was	no	lack	of	fellowship—
barbecues,	 picnics	 and	 all	 sorts	 of	
engaging	 programs.	 “But	 I	 didn’t	 stay	
for	all	of	these.	I	was	looking	for	more.	
The	times	may	have	changed,	but	people	
are	 still	 the	 same.	 Young	 people	 need	
the	presence,	a	divine	touch	of	God.”
	 Wu	 exhorts	 CHC	 youths	 to	 always	
come	to	God	with	“simplicity	of	heart.”	
While	 good	 visuals	 and	 music	 can		
inspire	 faith,	 as	 Smith	 Wigglesworth	
puts	it,	“I	am	not	moved	by	what	I	see,	
I	 am	 not	 moved	 but	 what	 I	 feel.	 I	 am	
moved	but	what	I	believe.”	
	 What	moves	us	 to	 faith	ought	 to	be	
our	unrelenting	belief	 in	Jesus	and	the	
reality	of	His	presence	 in	our	everyday	
lives,	 says	 Wu.	 So	 the	 question	 to	
ask	 ourselves	 is	 this:	 when	 the	 camp		
activities	 have	 passed,	 when	 music		
stops,	 when	 we	 search	 deeper	 within	
ourselves,	 will	 we	 find	 a	 simple	 heart,	
one	 like	 that	 of	 13-year-old	 Wu,	 which	
seeks	the	presence	of	God?

A	Life	Of	Serving	God

Given	his	youthful	appearance,	it’s	hard	
to	 imagine	 pastor	 Wu	 Yuzhuang	 has	
been	a	Christian	for	over	30	years.	
	 Wu	 had	 a	 tuition	 teacher	 who	 did	
more	 than	 help	 him	 ace	 his	 studies.	
Every	year	throughout	primary	school,	
she	 would	 invite	 him	 to	 Christmas	
parties	 at	 her	 house.	 Slowly,	 he	
came	 to	 know	 about	 the	 man	 called		

Jesus.	He	describes	
that	 his	 conversion	
at	 age	 13	 was		
far	 from	 dramatic.	
No	 altar	 call,	 no	
goosebumps.	 Just	
a	 simple	 one-to-
one	conversation	at	
an	 Anglican	 High	
Church	camp.	
	 “I	 never	 looked		
back	 after	 I		
received	 Christ,”	 he		
says.	
	 “I	 joined	 a		
youth	 fellowship	 in	
school,	 but	 mostof	
the	 meetings	 were	
about	 teenage	
problems	 like	 boy	
girl	 relationships.	

There	was	always	a	hunger	that	was	not	
satisfied.	 I	 was	 looking	 for	 something	
more,	 and	 one	 day	 I	 heard	 about	 this	
youth	Ministry	Ekklesia—which	means	
“the	 called-out	 ones”—led	 by	 the	 then	
23-year	old	Kong	Hee.	I	invited	myself	
to	their	meetings.”	
	 Wu	 caught	 the	 fire	 of	 revival	 at		
Ekklesia,	 where	 the	 presence	 of	 God	

made	a	mark	on	him	for	life.	“There	was	
a	 need	 for	 a	 guitarist	 at	 the	 time	 so	 I		
trained	myself	to	play	the	guitar.	Before	
the	 days	 of	 the	 Internet	 and	 YouTube		
tutorials,	 we	 photocopied	 scores.	 I		
had	 to	 borrow	 a	 guitar	 to	 practice.	 I	
also	tried	ushering.	Not	a	lot	of	success	
at	that,”	he	says	with	a	laugh.	
	 It	 was	 at	 age	 17	 that	 Wu,	 a	 newly	
appointed	cell	group	leader	at	the	time,	
felt	the	calling	of	God	to	enter	into	full-
time	ministry.	“It	started	with	a	desire.	
A	 lot	 of	 altar	 calls	 were	 given	 for	 full-
time	 ministry	 and	 I	 would	 respond	
to	 every	 single	 one.	 I	 also	 started	
preparing	 myself—I	 prayed	 that	 God	
would	 use	 my	 mouth	 to	 preach,	 use	
my	 hands	 to	 heal	 and	 I	 also	 equipped		
myself	 with	 the	 necessary	 skills	 for	 a	
cell	group	leader.”	
	 Wu	believes	that	young	people	need	
to	 be	 inspired	 and	 be	 reminded	 that		
they	 have	 a	 future,	 and	 that	 they		
should	 not	 despise	 their	 youth.	 “Every	
young	 person	 wants	 to	 lay	 down	 their	
lives	for	something.	If	 it’s	not	God,	 it’s	
an	 idol,	 a	 pop	 star.	 There’s	 an	 in-built	
nature	 in	 human	 beings,	 that	 needs	
something	 to	 fill	 their	 heart.	 The	
yearning	 is	 there.	 My	 job	 as	 a	 pastor	
now	 is	 to	 direct	 them	 to	 the	 Lord,	
instead	of	other	things.”	
	 Of	 the	 contemporary	 church,	
Wu	 says,	 “We’re	 pretty	 relevant	 as	 a	
church	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 engaging	
with	 culture—dance	 and	 music	
and	 so	 on.	 The	 presentation	 of	
church	 has	 changed	 with	 the	 times:	

PHOTO: IAN CHAM 

Once a youth, now a pastor over youth.

Wu	Yuzhuang,	who	oversees	Emerge,	talks	about	seeking	after	
the	one	thing	that	fills	the	heart	of	every	young	person. 
Text: STEFANIE PAN		Design:	JERI GOH & VIVIAN TENG

Staying	Hungry	For	God

Media-savvy	 Edmund	 Tay	 has	
garnered	 attention	 for	 his	 award-
winning	 family	 blog	 over	 the	 years,	
but	 not	 everyone	 knows	 that	 the	
father-of-three	first	accepted	Christ	at	
the	age	of	23	and	has	served	tirelessly	
in	 City	 Harvest	 Church	 as	 a	 youth	
pastor	 since	 2010.	 Last	 year,	 he	 co-
wrote	 what	 is	 now	 the	 CHC	 worship	
song	“No	One	Like	You”	with	his	zone	
members.	 Today,	 he	 sits	 down	 with	
City News Weekly to	share	his	blogging	
journey	 and	 his	 encouragement	 for	
Christian	youth	of	today.	

What inspired you to start blogging?
I	 started	my	blog	 in	2008	when	I	 felt	
challenged	 to	 try	 something	 new	 and	
different.	 That	 period	 was	 during	 the	
arrival	 of	 my	 first	 daughter,	 Nicole.	
I	 started	 writing	 as	 a	 platform	 to	
showcase	 pictures	 of	 her,	 and	 also	 to	
update	 friends	 and	 relatives	 about	
my	 daughter’s	 latest	 news.	 The	 blog	
started	 as	 a	 useful	 outlet	 for	 me	 and	
from	there,	it	just	took	off!

As an active blogger and social media 
user, what is some key advice you can 
give Christian youth on using social 
media in a way that is God-pleasing 
and edifying? 
The	 old	 but	 popular	 axiom	 “think	
before	 you	 post”	 is	 definitely	 true	 and	
important.	Part	of	growing	in	spiritual	
maturity	 is	 being	 responsible	 for	 the	
words	 that	 we	 speak,	 and	 knowing	
the	 repercussions	 of	 the	 content	 we	
post	 online.	 We	 should	 remember	
that	 social	 media	 reaches	 to	 everyone	
so	 it	 should	not	be	used	as	a	platform	
to	 rant	 irresponsibly	 or	 just	 to	 let	
out	 our	 emotions.	 Ultimately,	 we	 are	
accountable	for	what	comes	out	of	our	
mouth	 and	 whatever	 we	 say	 should	
honor	God.	

If you could share just one thing with 
Christian youth today, what would 
you say to them? 
I	 would	 say,	 work	 towards	 being	 a	
fervent	 disciple	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 It	 is	
great	 to	 be	 excellent	 in	 earthly	 and	

natural	 things,	 but	
it	 is	more	 important	
to	 be	 excellent	 in	
the	 things	 of	 the	
supernatural.	 Be	
more	 sensitive	 to	
the	 Holy	 Spirit	 and	
never	be	afraid	to	pay	
a	 price	 for	 following	
Jesus	Christ.

What would Pastor 
Edmund of today tell his younger self 
if he could go back in time?
I	 accepted	 Christ	 while	 studying	
overseas	in	Perth.	If	I	could	go	back	to	
that	period	again,	I	would	tell	myself	to	
never	lose	my	passion	for	God	and	to	be	
more	 open	 towards	 the	 things	 of	 God.	
Also,	 I	 would	 tell	 myself	 to	 never	 stop	
chasing	after	the	things	of	God	and	His	
works!	

Who are your personal faith heroes 
outside of CHC?
I	 listen	to	Bill	Johnson,	Steven	Furtick	

PHOTO: SKY LIM

A blogger and a God-chaser.

Father,	pastor	and	blogger	Edmund	Tay	talks	about	what	inspired	him	to	start	
blogging	and	the	key	to	responsible	social	media	use.	
Text: CHEYANNE TAN   Design: JERI GOH & VIVIAN TENG

and	various	other	prominent	preachers	
that	 speak	 about	 revival	 for	 our	
generation.	

What is one way in which you have 
cultivated greater sensitivity to the 
Holy Spirit in your personal walk 
with God?	
I	 learn	 to	 develop	 a	 hunger	 for	 the	
things	of	the	Spirit—that	means	simply	
spending	 an	 hour	 each	 day	 in	 prayer	
and	 worship	 to	 dwell	 in	 the	 Holy	
Spirit’s	 presence	 regardless	 of	 how	
busy	I	am.	
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The	Power	Of	
PASSION
Passion	 precedes	 power.	 Without	
passion,	there	can	be	no	power.
	 This	was	the	message	Wu	Yuzhuang,	
the	 CHC	 pastor	 overseeing	 Emerge,	
preached	at	the	first	Emerge	meeting	of	
the	year,	on	Feb	24.
	 That	 set	 the	 tone	 for	 Emerge	 this	
year.	 The	 theme	 for	 Emerge	 2017	 is	
Passion;	the	focus	is	to	help	youths	find	
and	achieve	their	passion.
	 Wu	 told	 the	 youth	 that	 Jesus	 was	
passionate	 about	 the	 Word	 of	 God	
and	 about	 serving	 the	 purpose	 of	 God.		
The	 pastor’s	 prayer	 was	 that	 the	 young	
people	 of	 CHC	 would	 be	 like	 Jesus:	
passionate	 for	 the	 Lord,	 for	 His	 house	
and	for	His	people.
	 Reading	from	Acts	1:3	and	8	(KJV),	
Wu	 explained,	 “The	 greatest	 power	 on	
the	 Day	 of	 Pentecost	 was	 released	 after	
the	greatest	expression	of	passion.	If	you	
have	passion,	you	have	power!”
	 He	 listed	 five	 things	 that	 passion	
produces:	 faith	 beyond	 logic,	 power	 to	
break	 new	 ground,	 intimacy	 with	 God,	
compassion	for	the	lost,	and	holiness.
	 The	 story	 of	 the	 woman	 with	 the	

issue	 of	 blood	 illustrated	 faith	 beyond	
logic.	 Logically,	 the	 woman	 with	 the	
issue	of	blood	could	not	and	should	not	
have	touched	Jesus.
	 “But	 her	 passion	 made	 her	 say:	
‘if	 only	 I	 can	 touch	 the	 hem	 of	 Jesus’	
garment’.	Her	passion	drove	her	beyond	
logic.	 When	 she	 touched	 Jesus,	 He	
perceived	 power	 coming	 out	 of	 Him!”	
said	Wu.
	 That	 woman’s	 passion	 broke	 new	
ground.	 In	 Matthew	 14:35-36,	 people	
started	bringing	the	sick	to	Jesus,	who	
healed	them.
	 In	 John	 4:3-4,	 Jesus	 went	 to	
Samaria	 because	 He	 knew	 that	 there	
was	a	woman	searching	for	God.	While	
Jesus	 reached	 out	 specifically	 to	 the	
woman,	 the	 disciples	 passed	 her	 by.	
They	were	too	preoccupied	with	buying	

This		year,	City	Harvest	Church’s	youths	are	being	challenged	to	give		
their	all	to	God.	
Text: ANGELINE NG & DEBORAH LIM  Design: RENNIE YEO & KEZIA YEE

food	to	notice	her.
	 “Jesus	told	the	disciples,	‘My	food	is	to	do	the	will	
of	 the	Lord’.	What	about	us?	Are	we	hungry	for	the	
same	things	Jesus	is	hungry	for?”	Wu	asked	the	youth.	
“If	the	12	disciples	can	miss	the	woman,	we	can	miss	
her	too.	But	if	you	are	hungry	for	the	same	thing	as	
Jesus,	you	will	have	His	passion	for	souls.”
	 In	Luke	8:47-48,	the	Bible	says	that	Jesus	did	
not	just	heal	the	woman	with	the	issue	of	blood,	
He	 made	 her	 whole—body,	 soul	 and	 spirit.	 Wu	
explained	 that	 Jesus	 wants	 all	 His	 followers	 to	
be	whole,	to	be	holy	for	Him.
	 “The	 things	 of	 this	 world	 have	 captured	
our	flesh,”	Wu	warned.	“They	can	control	your	
mind,	your	imagination	and	fantasy;	they	tell	
us	we	can	do	anything	in	the	name	of	passion.	
But	 the	 passion	 of	 this	 world	 will	 leave	 you	
burnt	out.
	 “The	passion	for	God,	however,	will	never	
leave	 you	 feeling	 burned	 out;	 it	 will	 lead	
you	to	holiness.	Let	us	be	passionate	for	the	
Lord,	and	let	Him	lead	us	into	His	holiness,”		
Wu	concluded.

PASSION IS ABOUT GOING 
FURTHER 
The	 second	 Emerge	 meeting	 happened	 on	

May	 28.	 Continuing	 on	 the	 theme	 of	
Passion,	 Wu	 opened	 his	 sermon	 with	
this	 statement:	 “Passion	 is	 all	 about	
going	a	little	further”.		
	 Sharing	 from	 Matthew	 26	 when	
Jesus	 was	 in	 Gethsemane,	 Wu	
elaborated	 on	 how	 it	 is	 Jesus’	 nature	
to	 go	 a	 little	 further,	 to	 bless	 and	 give	
abundantly	in	His	ministry.	
	 Wu	 then	 shared	 his	 personal	
testimony	of	Jesus’	work	in	his	own	life.	
In	his	teenage	days,	Wu	struggled	with	
low	self-esteem;	church	was	a	place	he	
sought	 solace	 and	 love.	 Eventually,	 he	
was	richly	blessed	with	more	than	what	
he	had	initially	desired.	
	 “All	I	wanted	was	some	love,”	he	told	
the	youth.	“But	I	got	more	than	what	I	
came	for.	
	 "Not	 only	 did	 Jesus	 give	 me	 some	

love,	 He	
forgave	 me	
of	 my	 sins.	 He	
healed	me	of	my	
sickness,	 He	 gave	
me	 the	 power	 to	
overcome	temptation.	
God	cleansed	me,
God	 washed	 me,	 He	 gave	
me	a	calling	and	purpose	in	
my	life.”
	 Using	the	story	of	the	paralytic	
in	Mark	2:5,	Wu	explained	how	Jesus	
went	 beyond	 what	 He	 was	 expected	
to	 do.	 Not	 only	 did	 He	 restore	 the	 man’s	
physical	health,	He	also	forgave	him	of	all	his	
sins.	
	 However,	 Wu	 also	 emphasized	 that	 it	 was	 the	
determination	of	the	man’s	four	friends	that	resulted	in	his	
physical	and	spiritual	restoration.	Likewise,	Wu	urged	the	youth	
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“LET’S GO A LITTLE FURTHER! LET’S COME A LITTLE EARLIER! 
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Masakbella	was	a	carnival	held	after	the	Emerge	
meeting	 on	 May	 28	 at	 City	 Harvest	 Church’s	
Jurong	 West	 church	 building.	 Hundreds	 of	
CHC	 youth	 and	 their	 friends	 showed	 up,	 eager	
to	satisfy	their	physical	hunger	after	feeding	on	
spiritual	food.	
	 To	 accommodate	 the	 large	 crowd,	 each	
pastoral	 zone	 was	 allocated	 to	 different	 levels	
of	 the	 church	 building.	 There	 were	 food	 stalls	
selling	 a	 wide	 variety	 of	 hipster	 treats	 from	
truffle	 fries	and	Korean	bingsu	 to	 savory	finger	
foods	 and	 hot	 dogs.	 There	 were	 long	 queues	 at	
almost	every	stall.
	 New	friends	visiting	the	church	were	treated	
to	a	choice	of	tofu	fries	or	churros.	

PHOTOS: THEOPHILUS KEE, TAN JOELYNN AND JOSHUA PWEE

	 Most	 of	 the	 action	 could	 be	 found	 at	 level	 four:	
a	 photo	 booth,	 complete	 with	 a	 beautiful	 wooden	
backdrop	and	props,	was	set	up	for	the	youths	to	take	
pictures	 together	 with	 their	 friends	 and	 cell	 group	
members.	Buntings	hung	from	the	ceiling	of	the	café,	
contributing	to	the	festive	atmosphere.	Mats	and	rugs	
were	laid	out	for	youths	to	mingle	and	relax.	

	 There	 were	 also	 live	 performances	 by	 the	
CHC		youth	served	to	showcase	their	talents	and	
provide	 musical	 accompaniment	 to	 an	 already	
fun-filled	atmosphere.
	 Siah	 Peng	 Fun,	 22,	 a	 student,	 was	 one	
of	 these	 performers.	 “It	 was	 my	 first	 time	
performing	 live,	 and	 I	 was	 super	 nervous!	 My	
heart	 was	 on	 the	 verge	 of	 exploding	 when	 I	
saw	 the	 café	 packed	 with	 youths.	 But	 thank	
God	for	the	awesome	crowd!	They	were	crazily	
spontaneous,	singing	along—their	energy	really	
encouraged	 me.	 I	 will	 perform	 again,	 and	
even	better	next	time!	Masakbella	has	been	an	
amazing	experience.”

to	have	the	same	strong	determination	and	spiritual	
hunger	in	order	to	receive	blessings	and	miracles	in	
their	lives.	
	 The	 pastor	 challenged	 the	 youths	 to	 increase	
their	spiritual	hunger	and	passion	 in	 four	areas	of	
their	lives:	to	go	a	little	further	to	seek	His	presence,	
to	see	His	purpose,	to	seek	permanent	change	and	
to	see	people	saved.	
	 To	 illustrate	 the	 need	 for	 spiritual	 hunger,	 Wu	
used	 the	 story	 of	 the	 three	 wise	 men	 who	 were	
looking	for	the	Messiah.	Unlike	the	three	wise	men,	
the	chief	priests	of	that	time	knew	exactly	where	to	
find	 Jesus,	 the	 purpose	 of	 His	 birth	 and	 what	 He	
was	going	to	accomplish	during	His	time	on	Earth.	
Yet,	they	did	nothing	to	pursue	Him.	
	 Wu	used	this	stark	contrast	in	their	attitudes	to	
warn	against	complacency	amongst	Christians.	He	

urged	 the	 youths	 not	 to	 become	 too	 comfortable	
in	 their	 walk	 with	 Jesus	 that	 they	 stop	 pursuing	
Christ.	
	 “Let’s	 go	 a	 little	 further!	 Let’s	 come	 a	 little	
earlier!	 Let’s	 jump	 a	 little	 higher!	 Let’s	 clap	 our	
hands	a	little	louder!	Let’s	go	a	little	further	to	seek	
God’s	presence!”	he	exhorted.
	 Wu	emphasized	that	God	has	a	purpose	for	every	
one	of	His	children	and	it	is	only	when	His	people	
learn	 to	 yield	 to	 Him	 that	 they	 are	 able	 to	 lead	
fulfilling	and	meaningful	lives.	
	 “We	 need	 the	 power	 of	 God	 to	 change	 us;	 to	
transform	 us,”	 he	 said.	 “To	 change	 our	 values,	 to	
mold	our	characters	and	to	alter	our	perspectives.”	
	 Wu	 wrapped	 up	 the	 meeting	 by	 reiterating	 the	
urgent	 need	 for	 salvation	 emphasizing	 that	 soul	
winning	should	be	the	mission	of	all	Christians.	
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Multiplying	Their	Talents
A	 key	 element	 of	 Emerge	 is	 providing	 the	 platform	 for	 City	 Harvest	
youth	to	glorify	God	with	their	talents.	This	year,	they	did	so	through	
four	events	that	centered	on	this	year’s	theme	of	“Passion”.
Text: DIANE LIM, CARYN TAN, ANGELA OUYANG AND TERENCE TEO  
Design: RENNIE YEO, LIONNY TAI, WOO SHUFANG, MELISSA LIM, 
DAWN NG & VIVIAN TENG

EMERGE SPORTS 
The	 event	 that	 kickstarted	 Emerge	 was	
Emerge	Sports.	Held	on	the	weekend	of	
Mar	18-19,	over	800	youths	participated	
in	games	like	basketball,	Captain’s	Ball	
and	soccer.
	 The	 basketball	 event	 took	 place	
at	 Mountbatten	 Community	 Club;	
Captain’s	 Ball	 at	 The	 New	 Charis	
Mission’s	basketball	court	and	soccer	at	
The	 Cage	 @	 Kallang.	 Participants	 and	
supporters	 gathered	 as	 early	 as	 9am	 to	
kick	off	a	day	of	adrenaline.
	 Ong	 Wei	 Ren,	 34,	 the	 pastoral	
supervisor	 in	 charge	 of	 Emerge	 Sports	
said,	“Sports	has	always	been	an	integral	
part	 of	 the	 youth	 ministry.	 Other	 than	
being	 creative	 and	 having	 talents	 like	
singing	 or	 dancing,	 the	 youth	 are	 also	
strong,	 active	 and	 athletic.	 [At	 Emerge	
Sports]	they	can	come	play	and	show	off	
their	skills.”	
	 He	added	that	many	youths	surprised	
themselves	and	made	it	to	the	top	three	
teams	 of	 the	 different	 events.	 Games	
were	 played	 in	 the	 knockout	 format	
where	 winners	 would	 proceed	 to	 the	
next	 round.	 The	 winners	 of	 each	 sports	
segment	won	attractive	prizes	 like	$150	
worth	of	shopping	vouchers.	
	 Student	 Isabel	 Tan	 Jia	 Hui,	 17,	 said,	

S P O R T S  H A S 

A L W A Y S 

B E E N  A N

integral part
O F  T H E 

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y

-  O N G  W E I  R E N
“I	 think	 the	 most	 important	 thing	 of	
playing	 in	 a	 match	 is	 to	 enjoy	 yourself.	
Let	 it	 be	 a	 friendly	 game	 and	 support	
other	teams	as	well.”	Regardless	of	their	
own	performance,	players	shook	hands–a	
sign	of	sportsmanship–at	the	end	of	each	
game.	 Many,	 like	 Tan,	 stayed	 behind	 to	
support	other	teams	that	made	it	to	the	
final	rounds.	
 Emerge	Sports	 is	also	a	platform	for	
CHC	youths	to	reach	out	to	their	sports—
loving	 friends.	 Each	 participating	 team	
comprised	 CHC	 members	 and	 their	
friends—this	 encouraged	 the	 youths	 to	
invite	their	friends.	
	 Merilyn	Lim,	25,	a	 teacher,	was	part	

of	 the	 administrative	 team	 helping	 to	
coordinate	participating	teams.	She	said,	
“A	few	teams	had	one	member	bringing	
one	 whole	 group	 of	 friends.	 Another	
cell	 group	 saw	 two	 members	 bringing	
eight	friends.	It	was	very	fulfilling	to	see	
members	bringing	new	friends.”	
	
PREACHING  CHALLENGE 
One	 of	 the	 most	 iconic	 competitions	
of	 Emerge	 is	 the	 Preaching	 Challenge.	
This	 unique	 competition	 allows	 young	
people	 to	 experience	 preaching	 on	
stage.	It	also	provides	a	platform	to	train	
effective	future	preachers	of	God’s	Word.
	 Held	 on	 the	 weekend	 of	 Apr	 1		

and	 2,	 Emerge	 Preaching	 Challenge	
saw	 112	 youths	 having	 a	 go	 at	
preaching.	 Following	 Emerge’s	 theme	
for	 2017,	 each	 contestant	 was	 to	
prepare	 a	 three-minute	 sermon	 on	
the	 topic	 of	 “Passion”.	 Contestants	
were	 judged	 based	 on	 content,	
delivery	 and	 audience	 participation.		
	 The	 final	 and	 most	 important	
instruction	 they	 received	 was	
to	 preach	 from	 their	 hearts.
The	preliminary	rounds	kicked	off	with	
sermons	 by	 youths	 in	 the	 Secondary	
School	category,	followed	by	the	Tertiary	

Discovering	that	they	are	fearfully	and	wonderfully	made	is	a	gift	from	God	that	every	
youth	is	meant	to	embrace.	Each	year,	Emerge	offers	a	range	of	events	that	provide	outlets	
for	all	kinds	of	talent	to	be	expressed.	This	year,	the	youth	showed	their	goods	in	sports,	
art,	performance	and	preaching	the	Word.
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category,	and,	for	the	first	time	in	Emerge	
history,	 the	 Cell	 Group	 Leaders	 and	
Potential	 Cell	 Group	 Leaders	 category.	
	 A	 participant	 from	 the	 tertiary	
category,	 Aw	 Yao	 Feng,	 23,	 a	 national	
service	 man	 told	 City News Weekly,	 “I	
enjoy	 sharing	 about	 the	 truth	 of	 Jesus	
and	 the	 great	 life	 that	 we	 can	 live	 for	
Jesus.	I	also	realized	that	I	really	wanted	
to	 preach	 and	 I’m	 called	 to	 preach.”	
	 He	 also	 shared	 his	 challenge	 of	
preparing	a	good	message.		“I’m	not	sure	
if	 it’s	 a	 ‘preacher’s	 syndrome’	 or	 ‘youth	
syndrome’	 but	 one	 of	 my	 challenges	
in	 sermon	 preparation	 was	 my	 desire	
to	 talk	 about	 everything.	 Eventually,	
I	 asked	 God	 to	 tell	 me	 specifically	
what	 He	 wanted	 me	 to	 preach.”	
	 “The	 preaching	 challenge	 is	 a	
platform	 where	 youths	 can	 shine	
and	 share	 what	 is	 in	 their	 hearts,”	
said	 Crystal	 Tang,	 18,	 a	 student.	 “At	
the	 end	 of	 	 	 the	 day,	 it	 doesn’t	 matter	
who	 is	 the	 best	 preacher.	 To	 me,	 the		
best	preacher	is	one	that	preaches	from		
the	heart.”	Tang	was	a	participant	from	
the	 Cell	 Group	 Leaders	 and	 Potential	
Cell	Group	Leaders	category.
	 “One	 has	 to	 be	 passionate	 to	
preach	 about	 passion,”	 she	 added.

EMERGE'S GOT  TALENT 
“Your	talent	is	God’s	gift	to	you.	What	you	
do	with	it	is	your	gift	back	to	God.”	
	 These	 are	 the	 words	 spoken	 by	
renowned	 Christian	 American	 author	

and	 motivational	 speaker,	 Leo	 Buscaglia.	
These	 same	 words	 mirror	 the	 mission	 of	
City	Harvest	Church’s	talent	competition,	
Emerge’s	 Got	 Talent:	 to	 be	 a	 platform	
for	 youths	 to	 showcase	 their	 God-given	
talents.		
	 The	auditions	attracted	a	large	crowd	
of	youths	on	Jun	10.	Some	came	as	solo	
acts	 while	 others	 came	 in	 groups.	 Each	
participant	or	group	had	two	minutes	to	
perform	their	act.	
	 “There	 are	 three	 criteria	 we	 are	
judging	 each	 contestant	 on	 this	 year,”	
said	 Pauline	 Kong,	 pastoral	 supervisor	
in	 charge	 of	 Emerge’s	 Got	 Talent	 2017.	
“Skill,	presentation	and	creativity.”	Kong	
was	one	of	the	judges	at	the	audition.
	 The	35	competing	groups	gave	their	

all	at	the	audition.	Amidst	the	variety	of	
performances,	one	particular	contestant	
stood	out	with	his	fresh	act.
	 Student	 Keith	 Wong,	 25,	 took	 the	
hall	 by	 surprise	 with	 his	 act	 of	 “Spoken	
Word	 Poetry”,	 a	 unique	 blend	 of	 gospel	
preaching	and	performance	poetry.	With	
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contestants	 performed	 original	 songs.	
Twenty-four	 year-old	 Bryan	 Tsao	 was	
one	of	these	budding	songwriters.	
	 “I	 was	 chosen	 to	 be	 the	 music	
coordinator	for	my	zone’s	camp	this	year	
and	together	with	the	team,	we	wanted	
to	 write	 a	 song	 that	 carried	 the	 camp’s	
theme,”	Tsao	explained.
	 He	 went	 up	 the	 stage	 amidst	 the	
thundering	cheers	of	his	zone	members,	
who	 came	 to	 support	 him.	 “This	 song	
is	 about	 laying	 down	 your	 life	 for	 God	
and	 God’s	 unending	 love,”	 Tsao	 said	
before	 he	 silenced	 the	 crowd	 with	 his	
mesmerizing	vocals.
	 The	 finals	 happen	 this	 weekend	 at	
the	Emerge	conference.	
	 Kong	 said,	 “I	 feel	 very	 encouraged	
after	looking	at	all	the	contestants	in	the	
audition	 today.	 These	 are	 youths	 who	

PHOTOS: LUKE GOH SI WEI

are	not	just	talented,	but	are	also	ready	
to	 use	 their	 gifts	 to	 honor	 and	 bring	
glory	to	God.”

ART JAM 
The	 evening	 of	 Mar	 31	 saw	 48	 arty	
youths	 gathering	 around	 the	 in	 Suntec	
Singapore	 Hall	 605.	 Emerge	 organizers	
set	 up	 easels	 and	 canvases,	 and	 played	
a	specially	curated	selection	of	music	to	
create	a	relaxing	atmosphere.	
	 This	was	Art	Jam,	an	Emerge	youth	
event	 that	 gives	 youths	 who	 love	 art	
a	 chance	 to	 express	 and	 explore	 their	
creativity	together	with	their	friends.	
	 Pastoral	 supervisor-in-charge	
Josephine	Lim	said	that	Art	Jam	was	not	
an	art	competition.	Instead,	its	goal	was	
to	create	a	platform	for	youths	to	gather	
and	 freely	 express	 themselves	 through	

PHOTOS: JOSHUA PWEE 
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his	poem,	titled,	“The	Creator’s	Creation	
Creates”,	Wong	breathed	new	life	into	the	
well-known	story	of	how	God	created	the	
world	in	seven	days.
	 “My	 inspiration	 came	 mainly	 from	
the	 poet	 and	 preacher	 David	 Bowden,”	
Wong	 told	 City News Weekly.	 “I	 first	
chanced	upon	his	work	on	YouTube	and	
I	was	instantly	attracted	to	this	unusual	
mixture	of	poetry	reading	and	preaching.
	 “I	was	eventually	given	the	opportunity	
to	do	my	first	poetry	performance	during	
a	mission	trip	in	the	Philippines	last	year.	
We	 were	 going	 to	 perform	 a	 song	 for	 a	
local	 church	 at	 first,	 then	 song	 became	
a	rap,	and	we	eventually	ended	up	doing	
Spoken	Word	Poetry,”	Wong	continued.
	 During	the	two-hour	audition,	many	

ART  
JAM

art	set	on	the	theme	of	“Passion”.
	 Art	 Jam	 was	 sponsored	 by	 Little	
Art	 Connoisseur,	 a	 Singapore-based	
portable	 art	 class	 business,	 which	
provided	 art	 materials	 that	 exposes	
participants	 to	 a	 myriad	 of	 tools	 and	
materials.
	 Student	 Shirnise	 Lee,	 22,	 was	
attracted	 to	 the	 idea	 of	 Art	 Jam	 and	
encouraged	 her	 friends	 in	 her	 cell	
group	 to	 join	 her.	 “I	 know	 it	 wasn’t	
a	 competition,”	 she	 said.	 “	 I	 simply	
wanted	 to	 enjoy	 time	 with	 my	 friends	
while	 doing	 something	 that	 I	 enjoy.	
When	 I	 knew	 that	 I	 only	 had	 to	
contribute	 $5	 for	 the	 art	 materials,	 I	
immediately	signed	up.”	
	 Jazz	Tan,	22,	a	student,	was	stumped	
when	she	realised	that	all	she	had	was	a	
theme	and	a	blank	canvas	to	work	with.	
Although	she	lacked	experience	in	art,	
she	found	herself	fully	immersed	in	the	
process.	She	shared,	“It	felt	therapeutic	
to	be	sitting	with	my	friends,	painting	
whatever	 comes	 to	 my	 mind.	 Even	
though	 it	 was	 my	 first	 time	 working	
with	paint	and	canvas,	it	was	fun	to	see	
where	my	creativity	led	me.”	
	 Everyone	 had	 different	 interpreta-
tions	 and	 expressed	 the	 theme	 differ-
ently.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 two-hour	 ses-
sion,	 the	 art	 pieces	 were	 submitted	 to	
the	organizers.	
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T O  S E E 
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creativity
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- J A Z Z  T A N



 JULY 7-9, 2017 www.citynews.sg 11

.

EMERGE'S
GOT

TALENT

S P E C I A L  E M E R G E  E D I T I O N

ART  
JAM



 JULY 7-9, 2017www.citynews.sg12

.

S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N :  E M E R G E

Meeting	God	Face	To	Face
Fifteen	camps,	2,233	youth,	countless	encounters	with	God.	Campers	from	all	the	pastoral	zones	
in	City	Harvest	Church	share	the	highlights.	
Design:	KEZIA YEE & WOO SHUFANG

CAMP ASCENDANCE
WYZ/KEL Zone 
Text: Ashley Pek

Romans	 13:11-12	 says,	 “The	 night	 is	
about	over,	dawn	is	about	to	break.	Be	
up	 and	 awake	 to	 what	 God	 is	 doing.”	
Based	on	this	verse,	Camp	Ascendance	
2017	was	divided	into	three	segments:	
Breaking	of	Dawn,	Valley	Low	and	The	
Great	Awakening.	
	 The	 camp	 kicked	 off	 with	 games	
at	 Ngee	 Ann	 Polytechnic	 from	 Jun	 4	
to	6.	Eager	youth	campers	from	zones	
led	 by	 CHC	 pastor	 Wu	 Yuzhuang	 and	
pastoral	supervisor	Kelvin	Tan	formed	
two	 houses.	 With	 absolutely	 no	 idea	
about	 what	 lay	 ahead	 of	 them,	 the	
campers	 started	 their	 first	 “Breaking		
of	 Dawn”	 experience	 conquering	
station	games.	
	 Still,	 no	 amount	 of	 fun	 was	 able	
to	 upstage	 God.	 In	 the	 hall	 of	 New	
Charis	 Mission,	 Wu	 stirred	 up	 the	
hearts	of	the	youths	on	the	first	night,	
challenging	 them	 to	 step	 out	 in	 faith	
and	believe	that	God	can	use	their	past	
to	do	greater	things	for	the	Kingdom.	
	 Day	Two	began	with	the	“Valley	Low”	
experience	as	cell	group	leader	Cynthia	
Chua	led	the	youths	into	a	sacred	time	
with	God.	She	taught	the	campers	that	
God	is	“REAL”	(an	acronym	for	revival,	
encounter,	 awakening	 and	 life)	 even	
when	 they	 go	 through	 tough	 seasons.	
After	 an	 afternoon	 of	 strenuous	 wet	
games,	 the	 campers	 were	 in	 for	 a	
treat	 with	 CHC	 pastor	 Choong	 Tsih	
Ming’s	 night	 session.	 He	 empowered	
the	 youths	 and	 prayed	 over	 them	 for		
the	 gifts	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 also		
leading	 them	 into	 a	 prophetic	 session	

with	one	another.	
	 The	 last	 day	 of	 Camp	 Ascendance	
was	 indeed	 the	 “Great	 Awakening”.	
While	campers	struggled	to	stay	awake	
from	 a	 few	 hours	 of	 rest,	 CHC	 pastor	
Audrey	 Ng’s	 message	 titled,	 “Every	
healthy	 thing	 must	 grow!”	 awakened	
the	 campers	 and	 caused	 a	 stirring	

in	 their	 hearts	 to	 yearn	 for	 spiritual	
growth.	 The	 camp	 ended	 with	 Tan’s	
sharing	 on	 having	 a	 burning	 passion	
for	Christ.	
	 “This	 camp	 was	 a	 three-day	
journey:	I	had	a	mountain	experience	
on	 the	 first	 day	 and	 a	 personal	 valley	
low	 moment	 on	 the	 second	 day.	 But	
God	 is	 good,	 on	 the	 third,	 the	 Holy	
Spirit	 came	 like	 a	 river,”	 said	 Shawn	
Goh,	one	of	the	camp	commandants.

CAMP ENCOUNTER
ET Zone

Text: Jasmine Ng & Claria Lim

Camp	 Encounter	 2017,	 led	 by	 CHC	
pastor	 Edmund	 Tay,	 happened	 at	 The	
New	 Charis	 Mission	 from	 Jun	 8	 to	 10.	
Its	 theme	 was	 “River”,	 which	 signifies	

an	 outpouring	 of	 God’s	 love.	 The	 153	
youth	 involved	 were	 immersed	 in	 three	
invigorating	days	of	 fun,	 fellowship	and	
faith-renewing	encounters	with	God.	
Jasmine’s thoughts:	 God	 blessed	
me	 with	 fellowship.	 I	 was	 slightly	
apprehensive,	as	I	did	not	know	most	of	
the	people	in	my	team.	Nonetheless,	my	
worries	 were	 unfounded	 as	 the	 games,	
sessions	 and	 fellowship	 allowed	 me	 to	
get	 out	 of	 my	 comfort	 zone	 to	 connect	

with	 people.	 By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 camp,	
new	friendships	had	been	forged	and	old	
friendships	 rekindled.	 Camp	 Encounter	
was	 exceptionally	 memorable	 for	 me	
as	 I	 transited	 from	 being	 a	 student	 to	
a	 working	 adult.	 I	 was	 reminded	 that	
God	 has	 been	 with	 me	 since	 I	 was	 in	
secondary	 school	 and	 that	 His	 love	
remains	unchanged.	
Claria’s thoughts:	I	was	deeply	touched	
by	 CHC	 pastor	 Choong	 Tsih	 Ming’s	
sharing	 and	 ministering.	 As	 he	 recalled	
his	 own	 encounters	 with	 the	 Holy	
Spirit,	he	emphasized	the	importance	of	
allowing	God	to	perform	an	“operation”	
on	you	during	ministry	 time	and	not	 to	
rush	through	it.	A	successful	“operation”	
requires	 us	 to	 yield	 to	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	
During	ministry	time	I	made	a	decision	
to	 yield	 and	 allow	 God	 to	 move.	 The	
Lord	 spoke	 to	 me	 saying,	 “Today,	 it’s	
not	 about	 your	 career,	 your	 ministry,	
or	 your	 finances.	 Today,	 it’s	 about	 your	
heart	and	I	want	to	heal	your	heart.”	Just	
when	I	thought	that	was	it,	He	continued	
saying,	 “I	 will	 heal	 your	 heart	 that	 out	
of	 which,	 it	 will	 flourish	 and	 flow	 with	
rivers	 of	 living	 water.”	 Right	 there	 and	
then,	I	knew	all	those	worries	that	I	had	
were	unfounded;	what	mattered	was	the	
healing	of	my	heart.	

LIMITLESS CAMP
YL Zone

Text: Gabriel Tan

From	 Jun	 9	 to	 11,	 the	 youth	 of	 the	
pastoral	zone	led	by	CHC	pastor	Tan	Yah	
Lan	came	together	at	Changi	Fairy	Point	

chalet	 for	 an	 encounter	 with	 the	 Holy	
Spirit.	 The	 Limitless	 Camp	 challenged	
youths	 to	 live	 “not	 by	 might,	 nor	 by	
power,	 but	 by	 the	 Spirit.”	 (Zech	 4:6)	
More	 importantly,	 the	 youth	 sought	 to	
understand	 who	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 was	 to	
them.	
	 Nathaniel	Low,	23,	one	of	two	camp	
commandants	explained,	 “It’s	one	 thing	
to	have	second	or	third	hand	knowledge	
about	 someone,	 but	 it	 is	 another	 to	
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know	 someone	
intimately.”
	 On	 the	 first	
evening,	 Tan	
taught	 on	 the	
seven	 symbols	 of	
the	 Holy	 Spirit.	
Holy	Spirit	is	like	
refreshing	 rain,	
reviving	 rivers,	
e v e r - p r e s e n t	
wind,	 cleansing	
fire,	 anointing	
oil,	 and	 the	
gentle	 dove.	 She	
then	 challenged	
the	 youth	 to	 live	
their	 lives	 journeying	 with	 the	 Holy	
Spirit	in	a	constant	state	of	perusal.
	 Day	 Two	 was	 activity-focused.	
Campers	 worked	 together	 to	 defeat	
their	 biggest	 obstacle:	 the	 camp	
committee!	The	campers	all	had	good	
fun	learning	what	living	out	the	unity	
and	community	spirit	of	the	Acts	2:42	
church	felt	like.
	 It	 was	 just	 three	 days	 long,	 but	
many	 of	 the	 youths	 forged	 deep	
friendships	 and	 tasted	 the	 faith-
building	 atmosphere	 of	 worshiping	
God	 together	 with	 like-minded	
believers.	The	Limitless	Camp	is	about	
building	 a	 community	 of	 passionate	
youth	 that	 love	 God	 and	 each	 other.		
This	community	is	built,	not	by	might,	
nor	by	power	but	by	the	Spirit.

CAMP UNSTOPPABLE 
VER Zone

Text: Caslin Lau

Camp	Unstoppable	(being	unstoppable	
in	 one’s	 pursuit	 of	 God)	 was	 held	 for	
the	 pastoral	 zone	 under	 CHC	 pastor	
Veronica	 Tang	 took	 place	 from	 Jun	 9	
to	11	at	Aloha	Loyang.	
	 The	 dragon	 boat	 outreach	 was	
a	 unique	 feature	 of	 this	 camp.	
Campers	 had	 just	 had	 three	 boats	 to	
accommodate	over	70	campers!	It	was	
a	close	fight	among	the	three	teams.
	 A	special	session	with	Gary	Heyes,	
pastor	 and	 founder	 of	 Speak	 Life	
Canada	was	the	highlight.	He	preached	
a	word	and	prophesied	over	the	youth.	
The	 spiritual	 atmosphere	 was	 so	
strong,	 and	 God	 touched	 everyone	
differently.	 The	 campers	 wanted	 to	
dwell	 in	 His	 presence	 and	 it	 felt	 like	
the	meeting	ended	too	soon.
	 The	 presence	 of	 God	 was	 so	
strong	 throughout	 the	 camp.	 This	
camper’s	 biggest	 takeaway	 from	
Pastor	 Veronica's	 preaching	 was	
that	 “earthly	 brokenness	 creates	
heavenly	openness”.	It	reminded	me	of	
something	 God	 once	 said	 to	 me;	 that	
the	word	“broken”	connotes	something	
bad	 to	 the	 world,	 in	 the	 heavenly	
context,	 being	 “broken”	 creates	 the	
opportunity	 for	 God	 to	 move	 as	 we	
empty	 ourselves	 and	 stand	 humbly	
before	Him.

CAMP GINOSKO 
BK/PL Zone

Text: Jasmine Kurniawan

Ginosko	 means	 to	 personally	 know		
and	 experience	 something.	 For	 the	
youths	from	the	pastoral	zone	led	by	Ho	
Boon	 Kiat	 and	 Pauline	 Kong,	 Jurong	
West	was	the	place	to	ginosko	God	from	
Jun	9	to	11.
	 The	 theme	 for	 the	 camp	 was	 “The	
Army	 of	 God”—an	 army	 of	 youths	 who	
are	 yielded,	 passionate	 and	 discipled,	
whose	 lives'	 purpose	 is	 to	 lift	 the	 name	
of	 Jesus.	 Anchoring	 on	 Ezekiel	 37:9-
11,	 Kong	 told	 the	 campers	 that	 army	 of	
God	includes	those	who	do	not	yet	know	
Christ,	who	have	yet	to	hear	about	Him.
	 The	 highlight	 was	 Ginosko	 Night,	
a	 time	 of	 worship	 where	 campers	
pressed	 in	 deeper	 into	 the	 presence	 of	
God.	 Worship	 leader	 Malcolm	 Tay	 led	
the	 campers	 in	 an	 original	 song	 called	
“Your	Love”.	The	presence	of	God	was	so	
tangible,	many	stepped	into	the	Holy	of	
Holies	 and	 had	 their	 ginosko moments	
with	God.
	 Camp	 Ginosko	 was	 not	 without	 fun	
and	 games.	 As	 “initiates”	 the	 campers	
discovered	 their	 vocations	 in	 the	
army	 of	 God:	 worshippers,	 shepherds,	
teachers,	 or	 evangelists	 through	 a	
questionnaire	 and	 participated	 in	
activities	 to	 understand	 the	 qualities	
and	 skills	 needed	 to	 carry	 out	 their	
roles.	 This	 culminated	 in	 a	 mass	 game	
demonstrating	 that	 all	 vocations	 play	
an	integral	part	in	winning	the	lost	and	
leading	them	to	God.
	 By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 camp,	 many	 had	
caught	 the	 fire	 for	 revival.	 Personally,	
experiencing	 God’s	 love	 for	 me	 moved	
me	 to	yield	 to	Him	and	 to	 reach	out	 to	
others	 with	 the	 same	 love	 He	 has	 for	
me.	The	call	 is	on	us	to	win	the	lost	for		
His	Kingdom!

CAMP ONE 
LYL Zone

Text: Chan Xin Ying  
& Joelle Valen

The	 theme	 of	 the	 camp,	 “Pursue”	 was	
taken	 from	 Psalm	 119:9-10	 (MSG):	

“How	 can	 a	 young	 person	 live	 a	 clean	
life?	 By	 carefully	 reading	 the	 map	 of	
your	Word.	I'm	single-minded	in	pursuit	
of	you;	don't	let	me	miss	the	road	signs	
you've	posted.”	
	 On	 Jun	 10,	 members	 from	 CHC	
pastor	 Lee	 Yilun’s	 zone	 gathered	 at	
Focus	 Adventure	 in	 Sentosa,	 preparing	
their	hearts	to	encounter	God.	The	first	
day	was	filled	with	exciting	activities.	
	 On	 Day	 Two,	 CHC	 pastor	 Wu	
Yuzhuang	 joined	 the	 campers	 for	
campfire	 night	 with	 a	 timely	 message.	
He	 preached	 that	 every	 man	 should	 be	
at	 their	 own	 “tent”,	 that	 is,	 their	 own,	
whole-hearted	 worship	 of	 God.	 Wu	
left	 the	 campers	 with		
this:	 “May	 we	 never		
lose	 the	 feeling	 for		
God’s	 presence	 and	
treat	 him	 as	 something	
common.”	 The	 night	
ended	 with	 campers	
creating	 an	 altar	 for	
God	on	their	knees.
Xin Ying’s thoughts:	
The	 most	 memorable	
event	 in	 this	 camp	
was	 when	 pastor	 Gary	
Heyes	 preached	 about	
how	God	has	a	purpose	
for	our	lives.	He	shared	
about	 how	 he	 and	 his	
wife	 received	 a	 miracle	
baby	after	eight	years	of	
praying	and	confessing.	
His	 personal	 testimony	
encouraged	 many	 of	 us	 to	 believe	 that	
God	always	takes	difficult	situations	and	
turns	 them	around.	 I	 realized	 that	 God	
has	a	plan	and	purpose	 for	each	one	of	
us.	 It	 was	 a	 powerful	 session:	 the	 Holy	
Spirit	filled	everyone	and	brought	many	
to	 tears	 as	 the	 session	 ended	 with	 an	
altar	 call.	 This	 camp	 was	 an	 amazing	
encounter-filled	one	for	me.	
Joelle’s thoughts:	 Camp	 ONE	 was	
definitely	an	amazing	experience	for	all,	
leaving	 many	 longing	 for	 more.	 Bobby	
Chaw	 (CHC’s	 executive	 pastor)	 said	 in	
our	first	session,	“If	only	I	can	have	God’s	
presence	travelling	with	me	through	the	
journeys	of	life,	everything	is	going	to	be	
all	 	 right.”	The	campers	are	now	on	fire	

for	God	and	together	 they	are	pursuing	
God,	which	is	the	whole	purpose	of	life.	

CAMP HEARTCORE 
LEI Zone

Text: Beverly Ng

“Blessed	 are	 the	 pure	 in	 heart,	 for	 they	
shall	 see	God.”	It	was	Matthew	5:8	that	
inspired	the	camp’s	theme	of	“Heartcore”.	
Camp	 commandant	 Soon	 Liwen,	 24,	
explained,	 “This	 camp	 is	 about	 going	
back	 to	 a	 simplicity	 of	 heart,	 where	 we	
first	experienced	the	love	of	and	a	touch	
from	God.	A	pure	heart	has	no	hypocrisy,	
no	 guile,	 no	 hidden	 motives.	 It	 is	 more	

than	an	external	purity	of	behavior;	it	is	
an	internal	purity	of	soul.”
	 The	 excitement	 level	 of	 campers	
from	 the	 pastoral	 zone	 led	 by	 Leila	
Tan	 was	 high	 through	 the	 whole	 camp	
from	 Jun	 11	 to	 13.	 From	 competitive	
cheers,	 creative	 and	 engaging	 games	
that	 led	 campers	 from	 Esplanade	 to	
Boon	 Lay	 MRT	 station,	 salt	 and	 sea	
soaked	 activities	 at	 Sentosa,	 a	 campfire	
night	 and	 a	 canvas	 painting	 activity	
called	 “Heartistic”,	 along	 with	 morning	
devotion	and	evening	sessions	every	day,	
campers	found	themselves	constantly	in	
God’s	presence.	
	 Tan	 preached	 an	 impactful	 message	
on	living	life	for	God.	“If	you	always	need	



 JULY 7-9, 2017www.citynews.sg14

.

S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N :  E M E R G E

recognition,	 then	 you’re	 not	 living	 for	 an	 audience	 of	
One,”	 she	 said,	 citing	 the	 example	 of	 the	 woman	 with	
the	 alabaster	 jar	 in	 the	 Bible.	 The	 woman’s	 gift	 was	
unplanned	 and	 uninvited:	 she	 had	 another	 plan	 but	
decided	 to	 follow	 God’s	 plan	 instead,	 and	 her	 act	 of	
worship	and	sacrifice	transformed	her	life.	
	 “This	was	a	camp	where	we	sought	God	together	as	a	
zone	with	a	deep	hunger	for	more	of	Him.	I	can	feel	our	
zone	is	so	much	closer	now,	physically	and	spiritually,”	
said	youth	cell	group	leader,	Jeanette	Zee,	21.

CAMP ENLARGE
ZY Zone

Text: Gabriel Su

Camp	 Enlarge’s	 rallying	 call	 for	 the	 youths	 from	 the	
zone	 led	 by	 pastoral	 supervisor	 Ee	 Zhen	 Ying	 was	 to	
“Breakout!”	 in	 all	 areas	 of	 their	 lives.	 The	 campers	
came	expectant	and	hungry	to	encounter	God.
	 The	 mini	 carnival	 and	 production	 on	 Day	 Two	
featured	 free-flow	 popcorn	 and	 candy	 floss,	 with	
fantastic	live	performances	by	the	zone	members.	The	
highlight	was	the	zone’s	first	ever	production,	Finding 
Light.	The	production,	based	on	a	true	story,	was	funny	
and	moving.	It	ended	with	an	altar	call	which	saw	new	
friends	and	backsliders	give	their	lives	to	Jesus.
	 In	 the	 final	 session,	 Ee	 challenged	 the	 youth		
to	 make	 a	 decision	 to	 be	 passionate	 for	 the	 Lord		
and	His	house,	to	break	out	from	their	past,	and	step	
into	supernatural	living	in	Christ,	and	not	be	held	back	
by	the	pull	of	the	world.	God's	 love	began	to	saturate	
the	entire	room;	there	was	a	 tremendous	presence	of	
the	Lord.
	 Many	 campers	 left	 with	 hearts	 burning	 anew,	
hearts	 and	 lives	 realigned	 to	 God’s	 vision,	 ready	 to	
“Breakout”	for	the	Lord	wherever	He	sends	them.

CAMP HIGHER GROUNDS
JOL & EC Zones
Text: Jo’zzy Koh

Camp	 Higher	 Grounds,	 which	 ran	 from	 Jun	 11	 to	 13	
at	 Pasir	 Ris	 PA	 Holiday	 Flat,	 was	 attended	 by	 more	
than	 70	 tertiary	 students	 from	 pastoral	 zones	 led	 by	
Josephine	Lim	and	Elaine	Chua.
	 Before	 the	 campfire	 on	 Day	 One,	 the	 campers	
were	 each	 given	 a	 piece	 of	 firewood.	 As	 the	 campfire	
blazed,	 Josephine	 likened	 it	 to	 the	 consuming	 fire	 of	
God	 burning	 away	 the	 impurities	 in	 their	 lives.	 That	
night,	 she	 invited	 the	 campers	 to	 surrender	 to	 God	
all	 the	 impurities,	 wrongful	 thoughts	 and	 addictions,	
represented	 by	 the	 firewood	 in	 their	 hands,	 and	 to	
allow	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 to	 consume	 all	 of	 it.	 As	 the	
campers	 added	 to	 the	 fire,	 it	 grew	 bigger,	 brighter	
and	 wilder.	 To	 the	 campers,	 it	 symbolized	 their	 lives	
blazing	brighter	for	God,	entering	on	to	higher	ground	
with	Jesus	as	they	consecrated	our	lives	to	God.	It	was	
a	moment	that	no	camper	would	forget.
	 For	me,	the	segment	“Higher	Purpose”	led	by	camp	
commandant	 Kezia	 Yee	 and	 youth	 cell	 group	 leader,	
Rickson	 Tan	 was	 the	 most	 impactful.	 I	 am	 in	 the	
final	 year	 of	 my	 university	 life	 and	 this	 was	 my	 final	
camp	 as	 a	 tertiary	 student.	 I	 was	 struggling	 with	 the	
transition	and	found	it	hard	to	believe	in	God's	plans	
for	my	future.	Through	Kezia’s	and	Rickson’s	sharing	
about	discovering	their	life’s	purpose	in	God’s	word,	I	
begin	to	gain	clarity.	What	Kezia	shared	has	stuck	with	
me:	It	is	not	about	loving	the	outcome,	but	loving	and	
enjoying	 the	process	of	 it	more	 than	 the	goal	 itself.	 I	
start	to	ponder	if	achieving	what	I	want	at	the	expense	
of	my	relationship	with	God	was	worth	it.	That	day,	I	
made	a	decision	to	have	my	heart	and	mind	realigned	
to	the	Word	of	God	and	His	purpose	for	my	life.

	 Through	 Camp	 Higher	 Grounds,	 my	 mind	 is	
renewed	 and	 I	 am	 liberated	 from	 all	 anxiety	 and	
worries.	I	am	ready	to	go	on	to	the	next	level	of	my	life.	
God	is	indeed	my	Emmanuel—He	is	with	us.

WAVE CAMP
IC, AZ and JJ ZONE
Text: Cheyenne Tan

Matthew	 14:29	 says,	 “So	 He	 said,	 ‘Come.’	 And	 when	
Peter	had	come	down	out	of	the	boat,	he	walked	on	the	
water	to	go	to	Jesus.”	WAVE	Camp,	held	from	Jun	14	
to	 16,	 encouraged	 campers	 to	 rise	 above	 their	 calling	
with	 boldness	 and	 to	 grow	 deeper	 in	 their	 intimacy	
with	God.
	 The	unique	thing	about	WAVE	Camp	is	its	annual	
the	 Faith-In-Action	 activity.	 Now	 in	 the	 third	 year,	
campers	 reached	 out	 to	 three	 beneficiaries:	 children,	
the	 elderly	 and	 migrant	 workers.	 The	 campers	 gave	
sun-catchers	to	children	and	the	elderly,	taught	them	
about	the	migrant	workers	in	Singapore	and	to	make	
sun-catchers	 for	 the	 workers.	 The	 experience	 overall	
was	enriching	and	heart-warming.	
	 What	 was	 especially	 memorable	 about	 this	 camp	
was	 the	 tangible	 presence	 of	 God	 this	 writer	 felt	
during	 the	 sessions.	 My	 greatest	 gain	 was	 the	 new	
relationships	 formed	 with	 fellow	 brothers	 and	 sisters	
of	Christ	and	the	many	encounters	that	God	revealed	
Himself	to	me.	
	 Elter	Lim,	20,	one	of	the	house	captain	said,	“I	get	
very	 emotional	 when	 I	 see	 youths	 worshipping	 the	
Lord	 with	 all	 their	 heart	 and	 all	 their	 soul.	 There’s	 a	
very	 strong	 power	 behind	 it	 and	 it	 is	 what	 I	 connect	
with—	it	really	touches	my	heart.”		

LOUD! CAMP
WAY Zone

Text: Angela Ouyang

Themed	 “Conquest”,	 LOUD!	 Camp	 kicked	 off	 with	
intense	games	that	took	place	from	Tanjong	Beach	to	
Palawan	 Beach	 in	 Sentosa.	 The	 youths	 from	 pastoral	
zone	led	by	Wayne	Choong	played	games	centered	on	a	
storyline	of	four	different	tribes	with	different	passions	
fighting	to	inherit	the	kingdom.
	 Throughout	the	camp	which	ran	from	Jun	13	to	15,	
it	felt	like	God	was	in	the	midst	of	His	people,	working	
the	 supernatural	 solidarity	 that	 the	 zone	 had	 been	
praying	for.
	 Focusing	 on	 decisions,	 devotion	 and	 discipleship,	
the	 Spirit-filled	 morning	 and	 night	 sessions	 saw	
anointed	 speakers	 preaching	 up	 a	 storm:	 pastoral	
supervisor	Wayne	Choong,	pastor	Gary	Heyes	of	Speak	
Life	Ministries	and	cell	group	leaders	Ng	Shi	Ming	and	
Thaddeus	Chew.
	 The	 final	 session	 preached	 by	 Choong	 speaks	 of	
us	 as	 a	 generation	 of	 conquest.	 The	 Word	 stirred	 up	
the	 hearts	 of	 members	 to	 be	 disciples,	 and	 to	 make	
disciples.	 Concerning	 making	 disciples,	 Choong	 said,	
“All	that	is	required	for	evil	to	win	is	for	a	good	man	to	
do	nothing.”
	 He	quoted	British	evangelist	Rodney	“Gipsy”	Smith	
during	the	altar	call:	 “Brother,	go	home,	go	 into	your	
room.	 Take	 a	 piece	 of	 chalk	 and	 draw	 a	 circle	 on	 the	
floor.	Then	get	down	on	your	knees	inside	that	circle…	
Repent,	determine	to	follow	the	Lord	where	His	Word	
directs	you,	no	matter	what	the	cost,	and	pray	that	He	
will	begin	His	work	of	revival	within	You!”
	 Many	 youths	 responded	 to	 the	 call	 by	 streaming	
to	the	front	of	the	room,	each	taking	a	piece	of	chalk,	
drawing	a	circle	on	the	floor	and	kneeling	in	their	own	
chalk	 circle.	 As	 they	 worshipped,	 some	 with	 tears	 in	
their	eyes,	the	campers	were	resolute	in	their	new	walk	
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of	discipleship	in	Christ	and	His	people.

CAMP GREATER: CONSECRATION
WR Zone

Text: Fiona Wai

It	 is	 almost	 clichéd	 to	 say	 this,	 but	 this	 CAMP	 gets	
GREATER	each	year;	and	this	is	not	by	power,	not	by	
might	 but	 only	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 This	 year's	 camp	
started	on	Jun	19	and	lasted	for	three	days.
	 In	line	with	this	year’s	theme,	the	zone	corporately	
fasted	on	 the	second	day	of	camp,	 trusting	 that	as	we	
consecrate	the	day	unto	the	Lord,	He	would	come	and	
do	wonders	among	us–just	like	Joshua	3:5.	And	we	had	
some	 wild	 Holy	 Ghost	 time	 when	 pastor	 Gary	 Heyes	
ministered	to	us	during	that	night’s	meeting.	
	 Pastor	 Gary	 shared	 on	 not	 bowing	 down	 to	 the	
Babylonian	spirit	before	he	prophesied	over	the	campers.	
Pastoral	supervisor		Ong	Wei	Ren	then	requested	for	the	
Levites	of	the	camp	to	be	prayed	over	first.	As	I	was	part	
of	the	praise	and	worship	team	in	that	meeting,	I	got	a	
chance	to	be	ministered.	I	was	beyond	thrilled	to	have	a	

word	spoken	over	my	life	by	Pastor	Gary	whom	I	have	
heard	so	much	about,	and	the	excitement	grew	rapidly	
as	he	gave	spot-on	prophecies	to	my	peers	in	front	of	me.	
However,	when	he	finally	got	 to	me,	 it	was	not	what	 I	
expected	at	all.
	 It	was	not	a	word	of	affirmation	or	a	faith	proclamation	
but	 full-blown	 manifestation	 and	 deliverance	 from	
bondage	that	I	never	knew	I	was	subjected	to.	
	 Pastor	 Gary	 told	 me	 that	 God	 wanted	 to	 heal	 my	
heart	of	an	offence	that	I	have	been	feeding	unwittingly,	
and	it	has	been	eating	away	bits	of	my	soul.	I	broke	out	
into	holy	laughter,	let	out	vehement	screams	and	fell	to	
the	ground.	As	I	laid	on	the	ground	and	let	God	to	do	His	
work	in	me,	I	felt	serenaded	by	songs	of	joy	and	victory.	
It	was	a	kind	of	liberation	I	had	never	felt	before.
	 Even	though	I’ve	attended	SOT,	it	was	the	first	time	
I	experienced	manifestation.	That	night,	my	heart	was	
so	 glad.	 It	 was	 like	 a	 lovely	 surprise	 from	 Daddy	 God	
who	always	gives	us	more	than	what	we	can	ever	expect.	
Even	 though	 I	 did	 not	 receive	 a	 prophesy	 over	 my	
future,	I	walked	away	with	the	best	gift	ever–knowing	
that	I’m	no	longer	a	slave	to	fear;	I	am	a	beloved	child	
of	the	Most	High	God.

CAMP PROTÉGÉ: THE CALL
BC & MJ Zone

Text: Serene Tan

Camp	 Protégé:	 The	 Call	 was	 held	 at	 Focus	 Adventure	

campsite	in	Sentosa	from	Jun	23	to	25.	The	vision	
for	this	year’s	camp	came	from	Joel	2,	which	led	the	
youths	of	the	zone	to	assemble	to	receive	and	heed	
the	call	God	has	upon	our	individual	lives.
	 Fun-filled	 games	 took	 place	 in	 the	 day,	 as	 the	
campers	 from	 the	 pastoral	 zone	 led	 by	 executive	
pastor	 Bobby	 Chaw	 and	 pastoral	 supervisor	
Lim	 Meng	 Chin	 basked	 in	 the	 sun	 and	 the	 sand.	
Campers	 were	 also	 taught	 ways	 to	 be	 effective	
evangelists	and	witnesses	of	the	gospel.		
	 During	 the	 night	 session	 where	 Pastor	 Bobby	
preached	 on	 “Understanding	 The	 Child	 Of	 My	
Past”,	 God	 began	 to	 do	 an	 introspective	 work	 in	
the	 hearts	 of	 the	 campers	 as	 we	 were	 reminded	
of	 some	 past	 emotional	 setbacks	 and	 learned	
emotional	 reactions.	 It	 was	 a	 special	 moment	 as	
He	 spoke	 to	 me,	 to	 let	 go	 and	 forget	 about	 past	
disappointments	and	rejection,	because	I	am	a	new	
creation	 in	 Him.	 I	 can	 trust	 and	 find	 security	 in	
God.	As	Pastor	reminded	us	that	God	created	us	to	
enjoy	pure	and	sincere	relationships	with	Him	and	
the	people	around	us,	I	received	a	new	outlook	on	

how	I	should	approach	relationships	in	life.	
	 During	 altar	 call,	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 moved,	 and	
brought	deliverance	and	inner	healing	to	many.	He	
broke	 down	 the	 emotional	 walls	 many	 have	 built,	
and	we	 received	 liberty	 to	pursue	 the	calling	God	
has	for	us,	and	to	reach	out	to	the	lost.	That	night,	
many	came	to	Christ	too!
	 The	highlight	of	this	year’s	camp	was	the	campfire	
night.	Seated	by	a	campfire,	we	were	blessed	by	the	
testimonies	 of	 Lim	 and	 worship	 leader,	 Chervelle	
Chua.	We	felt	one	another’s	struggles	and	celebrated	
each	 other’s	 breakthroughs.	 The	 presence	 of	 God	
lingered	 in	 the	place–that	moment	really	 touched	
and	bonded	our	hearts.	It	was	a	family	moment.

CAMP FUEL 2017
CL Zone

Text: Alycia Leong

After	 a	 pre-camp	 (Day	 Zero)	 day	 of	 activities	 at	
Sentosa,	Camp	Fuel—themed	“Pursuit	of	Passion”—
ran	 from	 June	 23	 to	 25	 at	 CHC’s	 Jurong	 West	
campus.	The	 tangible	presence	and	power	of	God	
permeated	 the	 four	 sessions—which	 concluded	
with	an	evangelistic	meeting	“POP	Night”—led	by	
pastoral	 supervisor	 Catherine	 Lee	 and	 her	 team		
of	leaders.	
	 In	the	first	session	worship	leader	Pamela	Choo	
spoke	 about	 the	 visions	 that	 God	 gave	 her	 and	

how	 she	 captured	 them	 in	 “devotional	 drawings”.	
The	 campers	 also	 exercised	 drawing	 their	 visions	
on	canvas	boards.	Choo	also	wrote	a	worship	song	
titled	“Glory	to	Glory”,	an	ode	to	pursing	after	God.
	 At	 the	 final	 session,	Lee	 told	 the	campers	 that	
their	 generation	 should	 not	 stop	 passing	 on	 the	
baton,	 the	 spiritual	 inheritance	 they	 have,	 to	 the	
next	 generation.	 An	 outpouring	 from	 the	 Holy	
Spirit	at	the	meeting	filled	many	with	holy	laughter.	
	 Camp	 Fuel	 taught	 me	 that	 our	 spiritual	 walk	
often	 begins	 with	 that	 first	 encounter	 and	 vision	
with	God.	God	then	helps	us	grow	in	brokenness.	
Brokenness	 compels	 us	 to	 step	 out	 and	 answer	
God’s	 call	 upon	 our	 lives.	 The	 call	 spurs	 us	 to	
ensure	 the	 gospel	 continues,	 from	 generation,	 to	
generation.	

CAMP CONNECT
KS Zone

Text: Kimberly Chan

Incredible	 things	 happen	 when	 hungry	 and	

expectant	 youths	 come	 together	 on	 bended	 knees	
to	 connect	 themselves	 to	 the	 heart	 of	 God.	 From	
Jun	24	to	26,	the	pastoral	zone	led	by	CHC	pastor	
Kenneth	Sim	gathered	at	the	Girls'	Brigade	Centre	
for	 their	 annual	 youth	 camp,	 Camp	 Connect,	
themed	“The	Kingdom	Generation”	this	year.
	 On	 the	 first	 night,	 Sim	 emphasized		
the	importance	of	building	one's	altar	for	the	Lord.	
“An	 altar	 is	 a	 place	 of	 sacrifice,	 a	 place	 of	 prayer		
and	worship,	and	a	place	of	encounter,”	he	preached.	
The	 evening	 became	 a	 night	 of	 unusual	 worship.	
As	 the	 lights	 dimmed	 and	 hearts	 grew	 open,		
Sim	 encouraged	 everyone	 to	 turn	 the	 hall	 into		
their	 personal	 altar.	 It	 was	 a	 significant	 moment		
for	 many	 as	 they	 met	 their	 King	 in	 a	 raw	 and	
intimate	way.	
	 Another	 highlight	 was	 the	 campfire,	 held	 in	
a	 pavilion	 in	 Sentosa	 lit	 only	 by	 fairy	 lights	 that	
spelled	 “CONNECT”.	 Testimonies	 were	 shared,	
games	were	played.	The	intimacy	of	the	testimonies	
forged	bonds	and	allowed	pre-believers	 invited	as	
guests	to	get	a	glimpse	of	who	God	truly	is.	
	 Luke	Ong,	22,	a	university	student,	summarize	
the	 camp	 in	 one	 impactful	 statement:	 “Four	
teams,	three	days,	two	nights,	one	family,	and	zero	
reservations	about	my	conviction;	which	is	to	win	
my	generation	for	Christ.”

All Emerge camp photos by Emerge camp media teams.
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