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JADA JONES is headed for a new adventure… a school field 
trip to a nature trail with Pop Pop, her favorite chaperone.  She and Pop 
Pop share a love of nature.  Can Jada share her love of nature with her 
friends…even the friend who hates bugs?  How will Jada face her own 
challenges and make herself and Pop Pop proud?
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VOCABULARY SKILLS THEMES



 After reading, compare your experiences in nature 
to Jada’s. Did you learn something new?  

 Would you consider some of the experiences  
that Jada and her friends had on their nature  
field trip?  

 How do you and your family enjoy spending 
time together?  

 Name some of the activities that Jada and her 
family members do together. Do you enjoy some 
of the same things? 

 Do you enjoy different activities with your family?

BEFORE YOU READ BEFORE YOU READ 

AS YOU READ AS YOU READ 

AFTER  YOU READAFTER  YOU READ

Anticipate and relate…

Think about these things…

Reflect and connect…

 What are some things that Jada and her friends 
might experience on their nature field trip? 

 Have you ever been on a nature hike?  

 Were you looking forward to it?  

 Were there things that you were afraid of or 
reluctant to experience?   If so, how did you 
handle it?



 Describe the main characters, setting, key details and major  
events of the story. Summarize Jada Jones: Nature Lover orally or  
in writing. Use a familiar story map or graphic organizer to collect  
and record information.

 Use the cover and inside illustrations to help develop character studies 
of Jada, her friends and family members. How would you describe each 
of the main characters?

 Describe how various characters in the story respond to challenges. 
(Hint: Remember Jada’s friends and family, too!) 

 Write a review of Jada Jones: Nature Lover. State your opinion of 
the book (or parts of the book) and give reasons for your opinion(s.)  
Offer a conclusion or cliffhanger question to inspire others to read the 
book, too. Consider using digital tools to publish your review.

 Using what you’ve learned about nature in Jada Jones, conduct 
research to ask and answer a scientific question (For example: Why 
is pollination important?  How do flowers attract pollinators? How 
do ants work together inside the anthill?) Collaborate with others to 
produce a report and share your findings.

LANGUAGE ARTSLANGUAGE ARTS
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SCIENCESCIENCE
OBSERVATION & INVESTIGATION

Birding, bird calls, and birders 
(pp. 20-22)
Did you wonder how Simone and 
Pop Pop recognized the 
 bird’s call? Visit this article on the 
Audubon Society’s website,  
“Get to Know These 20 Common 
Birds” and listen to the recording  
of the cardinal or redbird here: Do 
you hear the “Cheer. Cheer. Cheer.” 
of Carl Cardinal’s call?

Structure of a forest  
(canopy; p.27)
Using a few clues from Jada’s  
nature walk, can you picture the  
wooded area or forest she and  
her friends visited?  What structures 
of the forest did they (do you  
think they) observed? Here’s a 
diagram of a forested area in North 
America.

Scientific drawing of a flower 
(pp. 35-37)
Jada and her friends use their 
journals to draw some of the plants  
they observed.  Make a close 
observation of a specific plant or 
flower. Label the structures or parts 
of the plant or flower.  Watch this 
SciKids video to help you identify 
parts of a flower.

Inside the ant colony  
(pp. 49-51)
When Jada, Simone, Lena and  
Gabi viewed the anthill, they 
marveled at the busy ants streaming 
through the tunnels. Have you seen 
inside an ant colony?  Watch “Inside 
the Ant Colony”, presented by 
ecologist Dr. Deborah Gordon, to 
discover more about how ants live 
together and organize their work. 

https://www.audubon.org/news/get-know-these-20-common-birds
https://www.audubon.org/news/get-know-these-20-common-birds
https://forestnation.com/blog/walk-woods-ecology-lesson-plan/
https://forestnation.com/blog/walk-woods-ecology-lesson-plan/
https://forestnation.com/blog/walk-woods-ecology-lesson-plan/
https://youtu.be/R9sn7HZM7uY
https://youtu.be/R9sn7HZM7uY
https://www.ted.com/talks/deborah_gordon_inside_the_ant_colony
https://www.ted.com/talks/deborah_gordon_inside_the_ant_colony


SCIENCESCIENCE
MORE SCIENCE IN  

THE WORLD AROUND YOU…

Black Birder Week ( May 29 - June 4)
Did you marvel at Pop Pop’s knowledge of birds?  
Look for ways that you can be a “birder” in your community. 

View “Our Great National Parks” on Netflix.
This series spotlights the beauty and wonder of America’s national parks.

“100 year-old National Park Service Ranger 
Betty Reid Soskin retires after remarkable career”

Read about a real-life park ranger, Betty Reid Soskin.  She recently retired 
at age 100, after a distinguished career in the National Park Service.  
Reid highlighted the contributions of women and people of color during 
World War II and this led to her work in the NPS for over ten years.

California State Library Parks Pass
If you live in California and have a library card, you can check out a  
free pass to state parks. If you live in another state, search out local  
parks, gardens and nature preserves.  Visit your local library to find out 
how you can experience nature through videos, travelogs, books and 
other resources.

https://www.netflix.com/tudum/articles/barack-obama-narrates-netflix-series-our-great-national-parks
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/soskin-retires-2022.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/soskin-retires-2022.htm
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30806


SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Consider the Social Emotional Learning aspects of  
Jada Jones: Nature Lover. Jada’s relationships with family and 
friends are opportunities to discuss supporting friends, helping them face 
fears and even addressing hurt feelings or feelings of being left out. 

Jada also faces her own feelings and makes decisions about how she will 
handle her own fear of the zipline. She also wonders about how others 
will view her decisions. Ultimately, she makes the best decision for herself.

SEL 101: What are the core 
competencies and key settings?

VIDEO LEARNING

SELF AWARENESS & 
SELF MANAGEMENT

 Name some of the feelings that 
Jada experiences during the 
field trip. 

 How does she manage her 
feelings about sharing her 
knowledge of nature and 
making Pop Pop proud?

 How does she manage her 
feelings about facing and riding 
the zip line?

SOCIAL AWARENESS & 
RELATIONSHIP SKILLS

For elementary students,  
social emotional learning includes  
the tasks of:

 Forming friendships with  
another person

 Stable peer group relationships 

 Solving “social difficulties”  
or conflicts with flexibility or a 
variety of solutions.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouXhi_CfBVg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouXhi_CfBVg&feature=youtu.be


SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Re-read and discuss Jada’s friendships within the story.  Who 
seems to be her closest friend at school?  Who are the friends within her 
circle?  Discuss any difficulties that Jada and/or her friends experience in 
this story.  Describe how Jada and her friends problem-solve.

Think about Jada’s relationships with her family members.  How does 
Jada’s family show closeness with each other?  Describe Jax’s feelings 
about Jada’s field trip with Pop Pop?  How does Jada help Jax when she 
and Pop Pop return?  What is Jax’s response to the “adventure” Jada plans 

SOCIAL AWARENESS &  
RELATIONSHIP SKILLS (CONT.)

accurately 
recognizing internal 
emotions, thoughts, 

and values and 
how they influence 

behavior

successfully 
regulating 

emotions, thoughts, 
and behaviors in 
different situations

demonstrating 
and practicing 

perspective-taking 
and empathizing 

with others

creating and 
maintatining 

healthy 
relationships

making ethical, 
constructive 

decisions with 
a realistic 

understanding of 
consequences
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RESPONSIBLE  
DECISION- 
MAKING

For more information about Social Emotional Learning and the 
Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning, visit casel.org.

casel.org


COMMON CORE STANDARDSCOMMON CORE STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.5 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.6 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.6 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.9
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.7 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.8

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.4 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.5 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.6 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.6 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6

1-LS1, 3 LS1  From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes.
2-LS2  Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy and Dynamics
2-LS4  Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS — READING & LITERATURE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS - WRITING

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS - SPEAKING & LISTENING 

NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE STANDARDS
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