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historic M~Carlslnndtiarls~ 

and/or common "Grape  ill^^ 

2, Location 
I 

street 8 number Route 35 - not for publication - 

city, town Pl iny  1 vicinity of congressional district Third 

state West Virginia  code 054 county Mason code 053 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- distric? - public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building(s) 4- private L unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
--- site Public ~ c ~ u i s i t i o n  Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
-X- no - military _X- other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M r .  Sinith McCausland 

street 8 numberbx 20 

city, town Pl iny - vicinity of state west- . . 
5. Location of Legal Description 

cour:house, registry of deeds, etc. 
-. Mason County Courthouse 

street t number 6th S t r e e t  

city, town Point  P leasan t  state West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title has this property been determined elegible? - yes X no 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

clty, town - state 
" 



Condition Chock m e  Chuk one 
- excellent . - deteriorated 4;- unaltered _X- original slte 
- 9-d - rulns - altered m o v e d  date 
L hlr - unexposed 

. .. 

Doscribe tho present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The General John McCausland House stands on a s l i g h t  rise overlooking S t a t e  Route 
35 and the  Kanawha River near  Pliny, in Mason County, West Virginia.  

The house was b u i l t  between April and October of 1885 by former Confederate General 
John McCausland, himself a qua l i f i ed  engineer and builder,  and r e f l e c t s  t he  vernacular 
tastes of the general  - bui lder .  

This two-story residence (with a basement and an a t t i c )  is constructed of undressed 
sandstone quarried nearby. The sandstone walls vary in thickness from 15" t o  18" and t h e  
house has the  ove ra l l  appearance of massiveness, even t o  being r e f e r r ed  t o  a s  "for t ress-  
l i k e .  " 

A f u l l  length,  one s t o r y  f i v e  bay porch runs t he  length of t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house 
and gives  it a late-Victorian f lavor .  The gracefulness of t h i s  porch, with its at tenuated 
columns o f f s e t s ,  to  some degree, the  massiveness of the  s t ruc tu r e  i t s e l f .  

The house has a metal covered hip roof ,  containing two i n t e r i o r  chimneys on each 
s ide .  The roof is surmounted by an octagonal closed belvedere a t  t h e  r idge  which serves  
t o  provide l i g h t  and v e n t i l a t i o n  f o r  the  second f loor .  

L There a r e  severa l  outbuildings,  including an i c e  house a t  t he  rear, a l l  in di lapidated 
condit ion.  

There i s  a small,  two s t o r y  stone and frame e l l  located a t  t h e  rear of t h e  main 
s t ruc tu r e .  

The McCausland House contains  19 rooms. Ins ide  p a r t i t i o n s  a r e  of stone construct ion 
running (and including) from t h e  basement through to  the second s t o r y .  There is a f i r e p l a c  
in every room, and each has a black marble mantle of i n l a i d  design. 

A n  unusual f ea tu r e  of t h e  house is  t h a t  a l l  of the  f i r ep l ace s  mentioned above a r e  
comected by a system whereby t he  ashes all run to  a common c o l l e c t i o n  point, o r  ash p i t ,  
i n  t h e  basement. This f ea tu r e ,  l i k e  the e n t i r e t y  of t h e  house, w a s  designed by McCausland, 
an experienced and competent engineer. 

Another f ea tu r e  of  the  house i s  the  e levator  which McCausland caused t o  be  i n s t a l l e d  
i n  t h e  house a t  t he  time of i t s  construction. The elevator,  which runsexn t h e  basement 
t o  t h e  second f l oo r ,  i s  operated by weights. There is a l so  a dumbwaiter. 

The paneling on t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  generally of o i l - f in ished b lack  walnut. The lumber 
used i n  the  f l o o r s  and paneling was brought from Greenbrier County, West Virginia. 

A l l  ceilings in the  house are twelve f e e t  high. M e t a l  hooks protrude. from the  
c e i l i n g s  of most rooms from which or ig ina l ly  hung gas l i g h t s -  

The wiring in t h e  McCausland House is  a13 open, o r  exposed. Th i s  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  d r i l l i n g  through t he  18" stone walls  was considered by t h e  e l e c t r i c i a n s  t o . b e  both 
impract ical  and cos t  p roh ib i t ive .  

k 
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There were once extens ive  flower gardens adjacent  t o  t h e  house, but  these 
have been overgrown f o r  some time. 

I n  summation, t h e  General John McCausland House, though somewhat run down 
due t o  neglect ,  is  an extremely s o l i d  and w e l l  b u i l t  res idence  t h a t  i s  r e f l e c t i v e  
of t h e  engineering t a l e n t s  of its builder .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
X_ 1800-1 899 
- 1 9 0 s  

Anas of Significancdheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

archeology-historic - conservation l a w  - science 
X agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
X_ architecture - education 1L military - social/ 
- art - engineering - musk humanitarian 

- commerce - exploration:settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politics/government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1885 BuilderIArchitect John McCausland 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The General John McCausland House, located  near P l iny  in Mason County, West 
V i r g i n i a ,  is s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  the  home of one of the more w e l l  known Confederate genera l s  
of t h e  American C i v i l  War '.and, somewhat less s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a s  an unusual example of 
ve rnacu la r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the late 19th  century . 2 =  

Explanatory Notes 

l - ~ o h n  McCausland (1836-1927) was born in St .  Louis, Missouri in 1836 and, a f t e r  
t h e  premature deaths of both his parents ,  came t o  l i v e  wi th  h i s  uncle  a t  Henderson, Mason 
County, Virginia  (now West Virginia)  in 1849, age 13. H e  at tended t h e  famous Buffalo 
Academy in Putnam County and then t h e  Virginia  Mi l i t a ry  Lns t i tu te ,  where h e  graduated in 
engineer ing a t  t h e  head of h i s  Class of 1857. In 1859 McCausland became an a s s i s t a n t  
p ro fessor  of mathematics and a s s i s t a n t  i n s t r u c t o r  in a r t i l l e r y  t a c t i c s  a t  VMI. McCausland. 
a long  wi th  Col. Francis  H. Smith and Thomas J. ("Stonewall") Jackson, was one of t h r e e  

c o f f i c e r s  commanding t h e  V M I  cadets  present  a t  the  execution of John Brown i n  1859. 

With t h e  outbreak of t h e  American Civ i l  War i n  1861, John McCausland o f f e r e d  h i s  
services t o  Virginia  and was assigned t o  t h e  organizat ion of a b a t t e r y  of a r t i l l e r y ,  
w i t h  t h e  initial rank of captain.  Later  in 1861 he w a s  promoted t o  Colonel. 

John McCausland served the Confederacy throughout t h e  C i v i l  War, earning t h e  
nickname "Tiger John" by h i s  t roops.  His caree r  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War is w e l l  documented 
elsewhere, bu t  t h i s  s tatement w i l l  touch upon h igh l igh t s  of McCausland's c a r e e r  dur ing 
t h a t  c o n f l i c t .  

As  a brigade commander, Colonel McCausland served wi th  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  campaigns 
of West Virginia  in 1861, then w a s  a t  For t  Donelson in 1862, escaping j u s t  be fo re  its 
surrender  by swimming t h e  Cumberland River, was again  i n  West Vi rg in ia  i n  l a t e  1862 and 
1863, serving under Generals Loring, Echols, and Sam Jones. HcCausland w a s  second-in- 
command of t h e  Confederate fo rces  a t  the  Battle of ~ l o y d ' s  Mountain on 9, 1864 and, 
a f t e r  t h e  morta l  wounding of General Albert  G .  Jenkins, took command. H e  r e t r e a t e d  on 
May 1 0  only a f t e r  h i s  m u n i t i o n  had run ou t ,  a f t e r  having i n f l i c t e d  l o s s e s  on t h e  Federa l  
f o r c e s  a t  a r a t i o  of 3 t o  1 f o r  h i s  own fo rces .  On May 24, 1864 John McCausland w a s  
commissioned a Br igadier  General by President  Je f fe r son  D a v i s .  

General McCausland took p a r t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t ages  of t h e  Shenandoah campaign of 1864 
and was conspicuous in t h e  successful  r e l i e f  of Lynchburg, Virginia  in June of 1864. 
For h i s  p a r t  in  t h i s  a c t i o n  McCausland was given a golden sword by t h e  c i t y  of  Lynchburg, 
upon which was insc r ibed  "The Ci ty  of Lynchburg t o  General John McCausland, J u l y  18, 1864.' 
Th i s  sword remains i n  t h e  possession of t h e  McCausland family. 

General McCausland then took p a r t  in the""demonstrations" of General Juba l  A. Ear ly ' s  
army around Washington, D.C. i n  July ,  1864, coxmnanding t h e  vangnard and came wi th in  s i g h t  
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of t h e  c a p i t o l  dome on J u l y  12 before being forced t o  withdraw. 

On J u l y  28, 1864 General Early ins t ruc ted  General McCausland, along with General 
11 

Bradley Johnson, t o  c a r r y  ou t  what can bes t  be described a s  a pun i t ive  expedition" 
a g a i n s t  Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  t h a t  c i t y ,  McCausland was 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  demand $500,000 i n  greenbacks or  $100,000 i n  gold, i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  
Federa l  General David ~ u n t e r ' s  damages done t n  t h e  Valley of t h e  Vi rg in ias ,  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  the  burning of t h e  Virginia  Mil i tary  I n s t i t u t e  and i t s  valuable  l i b r a r y .  If 
t h e  c i t y  refused,  McCausland was ins t ructed  t o  burn i t  to  t h e  ground. McCausland 
reached Chambersburg on J u l y  30, took the  town, and presented his demands. The l ead ing  
c i t i z e n s  of t h e  c i t y ,  some of whom refused payment while o t h e r s  e i t h e r  professed i n a b i l i t y  
t o  pay o r  d i s b e l i e f  t h a t  McCausland would ca r ry  out  h i s  t h r e a t ,  were n o t  forthcoming wi th  
t h e  demanded sum. Accordingly, General McCausland ordered the  burning of the  c i t y  and 
h i s  o r d e r s  were c a r r i e d  o u t .  By the evening of Ju ly  30, 1864, most of Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania l a y  i n  ashes.  According t o  Brown (see sec t ion  9) "For t h e  burning of 
Chambersburg, McCauslandls name was anathema above t h e  Mason-Dixon Line f o r  more 
than a generation." McCausland fought h i s  way back t o  Virginia ,  during t h e  progress  of 

1 which he fought t h e  B a t t l e  of Moorefield, where h i s  fo rce  was defeated,  and r e t r e a t e d .  

During t h e  remainder of the  war General McCausland was i n  the  t h i c k  of f igh t ing ,  
f i r s t  with Ear ly ' s  command i n  opposing General Sheridan's  Shenandoah campaign (where 
he w a s  s l i g h t l y  wounded a t  Front  Royal), then i n  Greenbrier and Monroe count ies  (West 
V i r g i n i a ) ,  and f i n a l l y  wi th  L e e  a t  Petersburg.  McCausland fought g a l l a n t l y  a t  F ive  
Forks and was a t  Appomattox on Apri l  9, 1865 when he learned of General R .  E .  Lee's 
surrender  from Lee's nephew General Fitzhugh Lee. General ?,fcCausland withdrew wi th  
what remained of h i s  command t o  Lynchburg where he disbanded h i s  men. McCausland then,  
by way of Wytheville, Vi rg in ia  and McDowell County, West Virginia ,  re turned t o  Henderson. 

Due t o  the  high degree of ill fee l ing  f e l t  toward him f o r  the  burning of Chambers- 
burg, John McCausland found i t  impossible t o  remain a t  h i s  Henderson home. Newspapers 
and ind iv idue l s  throughout t h e  Northern s t a t e s  were demanding his t r i a l  and execution.  
McCausland then s e t  o u t  on h i s  "wanderings." He went f i r s t  t o  Charleston, W.Va. 
where h e  borrowed money from h i s  brother,  then made h i s  way, v i a  Cinc inna t i ,  Ohio and 
Canada, t o  England. Late  in 1865 McCausland went t o  France where, l i k e  many former 
Confederates, he joined t h e  French Foreign Legion and volunteered f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  Mexico 
t o  support  the  imper ia l  regime there.  McCausland saw much f i g h t i n g  i n  Mexico and was 
s e v e r a l  times received a t  t h e  Court of t h e  Emperor Maximillian. When t h e  French withdrew 
t h e i r  f o r c e s  l a t e  i n  1866, McCausland remained, both t o  support the  imper ia l  cause and a s  
a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  i l l - f a t e d  Confederate Colony of Carlota.  B f t e r  t h e  f i n a l  c o l l a p s e  of 
the  imper ia l  cause and t h e  execution of t h e  emperor in June, 1867, McCausland re tu rned  t o  
t h e  United S ta tes ,  where General Ulysess S .  Grant,  an o ld  family f r i e n d  of the  McCauslands 
had been g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  the quashing of s e v e r a l  indictments f o r  arson a g a i n s t  
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him. McCausland went t o  S t .  Louis, where he had inher i t ed  property, and then re tu rned  
t o  Henderson, West Vi rg in ia  where h e  purchased and developed l a rge  t r a c t s  of land and, 
i n  1885, b u i l t  h i s  s tone  home down r i v e r  near Pliny.  

McCausland w a s  a s  energet ic  a  farmer a s  he had been a genera l .  H e  converted 
hundreds of a c r e s  of march and swamp lands i n t o  productive farmland, pr imar i ly  by t h e  
use of a drainage system t h a t  he devised himself.  He a l so  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  tele- 
phone system i n  the  Lower Kanawha Valley i n  order t o  l i n k  various p a r t s  of h i s  farms. 

McCausland was married in 1878 and fa thered four  chi ldren.  His wife ,  
Char lo t t e ,  died i n  1891. John McCausland l ived  on t o  become the "Pat r iarch  of Pliny", 
a respected  f i g u r e  throughout the  community and s t a t e ,  desp i t e  the  f a c t  t h a t  h e  never 
took t h e  oa th  of a l l e g i a n c e  t o  the United S t a t e s  and considered himself an "unrecon- 
s t r u c t e d  rebel", u n t i l  h i s  death on January 23,  1927, age near ly  91. A t  t he  t i m e  of 
his death  he w a s  one of only two surviving Confederate generals .  General McCausland 

r is  bur ied  a t  Henderson. H i s  daughter Charlot te  l i v e d  i n  the  house u n t i l  her  death  i n  
1971 and t h e  proper ty  i s  s t i l l  i n  the  family. 

The McCausland House, sometimes re fe r red  to  a s  "Grape H i l l " ,  was b u i l t  i n  
1885 by John McCausland. The two s t o r y  sandstone s t r u c t u r e  resembles a f o r t r e s s  i n  
appearance, t h e  s t o n e  blocks  being generally18" th ick .  The metal covered hip roof is 
surmounted by an octagonal  closed belvedere a t  the  r idge .  Rwnor had i t  tha t  t h i s  
belvedere,  r e f e r r e d  t o  l o c a l l y  a s  a " t u r r e t , "  was placed a t  t h e  r idge  of the roof so  
t h e  genera l  could watch f o r  enemies and be ab le  to  defend the  property. In  t r u t h ,  the 
belvedere serves a dual  purpose in both providing l i g h t  and v e n t i l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
second f l o o r .  

The massive appearance of the  house l e d  many t o  bel ieve  t h a t  i t  was b u i l t  
a t  g r e a t  expense t o  McCausland, leading o the rs  t o  rumor t h a t  the  genera l ' s  v e a l t h  
der ived from "s to len  Chambersburg gold", which was f a l s e .  I n  f a c t ,  the  sandstone w a s  
quar r i ed  from McCauslandls own property and hauled by Jesse  Lewis, a  l o c a l  Black team- 
s t e r ,  and h i s  oxen team f o r  50c a day. The const ruct ion of the  house was done prim- 
a r i l y  by l o c a l  Black l a b o r ,  a t  the  same r a t e  of payment and thus the  const ruct ion of 
the  house was r e l a t i v e l y  inexpensive. The design of the  house is  vernacular  i n  the 
extreme, many of i t s  unusual f ea tu res  (see Section 7) represent ing t h e  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  
of t h e  b u i l d e r .  

Within a decade of the  general 's  death an h i s t o r i c  highway marker w a s  
e rec ted  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house, and s t i l l  s tands  t o  a l e r t  passersby t h a t  they a r e  i n  the 
presence of an h i s t o r i c  s i te .  

In  summary, the  General John McCausland House s tands  as a monument t o  one 
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of West Virginia's most interesting and unique individuals, a man who played a 
highly significant role in ~rnerica's greatest and most tragic conflict. 
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