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MM&M IN THE FACE OF COVID-19
BY FRANCIS LOH - MM&M CEO
Dear friends, I welcome you to the first
issue of MM&M newsletter in 2020. This
newsletter serves to provide our
supporters with the latest MM&M
updates.
I am sure that all of us have been
overwhelmed by the recent news of
Coronavirus or COVID-19 as this
pandemic has evolved so rapidly around
the world. It is devastating and fearful
to see this pandemic has impacted so
many countries, including Australia. I
hope this newsletter will help to divert
your attention to some of the works
God is still establishing through MM&M.

As a medical doctor working at a local
hospital, the hospital is currently
frantically preparing for the anticipated
influx of COVID-19 patients who needs
treatment in the coming months. I am
petrified of what we are going to face in
view of the current situation in Europe
and New York. However, I have sought
and found my comfort in Psalm 23.
In time of crisis, we need to focus on
the things that are unchangeable and
eternal so that we will stay hopeful and
strong. Prophet Isaiah said, “Why do you
say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My
way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is
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disregarded by my God?” ... The Lord is
everlasting God, the Creator of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and His
understanding no one can fathom. He
gives strength to the weary and increase
the power of the weak.” - Isaiah 40:27-29
Brothers and sisters, I hope you can
find refuge and peace in our God during
this uncertain period. Please stay safe,
stay home, look after and pray for each
other. May God have mercy on us.
“Be joyful always; pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Showkat Shafi; "Widows in India: My children threw me out of the house"; 8 March 2016; https://www.aljazeera.com/mritems/Images/2016/3/3/4897c573e9714f44ae7b5814d619cca4_8.jpg

INDIA HOME TO
THE
"HUSBAND
LESS"
India is the country with the
largest widow population in the world.
It is estimated there are 40 million
widows in India today – 10 per cent of
the country’s female population. It has
become home to the “husbandless”.
Many communities in India still shun
widows. Often seen as a bad omen,
widows are considered a burden to the
family and are often disowned and
abandoned together with her young
children with no rights to any
inheritance. With limited education and
social rights, they live in deplorable
living conditions struggling to make
ends meet. Therefore, it is common for

both the widows and her children to
subject to violence, human trafficking
and forced slavery. These children
effectively become the lost generation
that leads to a vicious poverty cycle.

Widows of The
Oorungonda Village
The majority of people in Oorugonda
village are crop labourers and they only
work during harvest season. Most of the
men spend 1/3 of their income on
alcohol and cheap spirits. As a result,
many die at a young age and leaving
behind the wife and the children with
no source income. These are extremely
poor, lowest-caste women and children
living in extreme poverty. There are
currently more than 20 widows in the
village of 80 families itself. Many
neighbouring villages are in similar
condition. These ‘untouchable’ widows
are mostly illiterate and lack basic selfsustaining ability. With daily necessities
in struggle, children do not have the
funds for education and young boys are
forced to labour on field for bare
minimum wage and fall back into the
cycle of alcohol addictions.
NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

MM&M had the opportunity in 2019 to
meet and care for some who managed
their way to the medical campsites and
witnessed many with long-term abuse
wounds and poor health.

Defend the
oppressed. Take up
the cause of the
fatherless; plead
the case of the
widow.
— ISAIAH 1:17 NIV
MM&M is praying for God to open doors
and opportunities to assist the local
partner church to reach out to these
destitute widows.
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Investing In Nepal's Future
Glory to God, My name is Joel titung and I am 23 years old. I was born in a
Christian family along with my two elder brothers. We were middle class family
struggling financial difficulty for the ongoing higher level education. By the grace
of God, I got grateful blessing through MM&M in my study. It would have been
really difficult for my family alone to support for my education. But God
answered my family prayers through MM&M. Now I am graduate student in
Bachelor degree in optometry from Rajiv Gandhi University in India. I really
appreciate and thankful for MM&M. Thank you very much. God bless you all.
Joel Titung
[MM&M Nepal Student Aid Program]

PARTNER WITH US IN PRAYERS

Be Involved!
If you, your community or
your organisation would like
to get involved in our
programs or want to know
more about MM&M, please do
not hesitate to contact us
below or support us through
donations.
cmca-mmm.org.au
info@cmca-mmm.org.au
PO Box 1248, Box Hill VIC 3128
ABN: 30 607 498 377

MM&M
Pray for patience and wisdom to deal
with the impact COVID-19 has on
MM&M ministries during this
pandemic period.
Pray for more willing hearts to serve
in MM&M.
CAMBODIA
Pray for the younger generation to
embrace education and acquire
knowledge in order to change their
society.
Ask for the light of Jesus Christ to
shine among the Cambodia
community to break the bondage, to
overcome poverty, idol worship and
hatred among people.
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
pray for the missionaries and the
spread of the gospel
Pray for humility and unity in the
local Church; that they may be a
source of comfort to the local people
irrespective of their tribal
differences.

INDIA
Pray for the safety of local workers
and church members amidst the
increased persecutions.
Pray for the partnership with local
churches, for clarity in direction and
communication for smooth project
planning and development
NEPAL
Pray for medical ministry to reach
the unreached people in
mountainous area.
Pray for wisdom in the set up of the
new ministry - Nepal Girls’ Home to
help girls who are orphaned.
EAST ASIA
Pray for the principal and teachers of
Mercy Field Home to have the faith
and strength in protecting and
guiding the orphans with Christ's
love.
Pray for God to take away the fear,
anxiety, and feelings of isolation for
workers and orphans who are still
under quarantine and in lockdown.

MM&M is praying for God to open doors
for opportunity to assist local partner
church to reach out to these destitute
widows.
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