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What Projects Are on the CSLRCD To-Do List in 2021?

The Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District (RCD) looks forward to this new
year. We have a number of projects that have been in the works for years, and 2021 brings
us closer to reaching our goals.

Restoration of a wetland helps reduce sediment
entering the Morro Bay Estuary

After our purchase of Los Osos wetland property in 2015, we began the
planning phase and will be completing the final design and CEQA
review process the first part of 2021.

RCD staff will coordinate with Waterways, Inc. and the California
Conservation Corps on restoration designs, including ways to minimize
impacts to the sensitive wetland and riparian habitats, and opportunities
for increased restoration. 

Also, we will ramp up the implementation phase by coordinating with
the USFWS and NOAA to complete biological surveys for sensitive
species including the Morro shoulderband snail, California red-legged
frog and South-Central California Coast steelhead, Tidewater goby and
Marsh sandwort. Implementation of restoration activities, including fish
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passage barrier removal, floodplain reconnection, invasive species
removal, and native habitat restoration, is planned for late summer and
early fall.

Funding Agencies: State Coastal Conservancy & US Fish and Wildlife Service

Remediation of legacy pesticides in Oso Flaco Creek
set to proceed

After a year of waiting, RCD staff is ready to hit the ground running to
develop remediation plans for a 1.2 mile stretch of Oso Flaco Creek. In
2021, RCD staff will finalize the CEQA review, work with regulatory
agencies to maximize the project's beneficial impacts, and develop
construction design plans for the relocation and remediation of sediment
from Oso Flaco Creek.

Funding Agencies: State Water Resource Control Board 

Restoration work along
the Arroyo Grande flood
control channel receives
more funding

Tally Ho Creek, a key tributary
to Arroyo Grande Creek in
Coastal San Luis Obispo
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County, has been significantly
changed by channel
modifications, floodplain
encroachment and an increase in
sedimentation. These impacts
have directly affected
streamside landowners and
reduced the functional value of
aquatic and riparian habitat and
also have increased the flood
risk in the Arroyo Grande flood
control channel, located
downstream of the project site.

In 2008, the RCD conducted a hydrologic assessment of the stream and
developed 50 percent of the designs for restoration. The project,
however, stalled before it could be implemented. In 2021, with renewed
funding from the Department of Water Resources Urban Stream
Restoration Program, the RCD will begin finalizing those designs,
securing permits, and preparing to implement restoration plans.

Funding Agencies: Department of Water Resources

Healthy Soils Program to expand in our district

The RCD began a partnership in 2018 with the CA Department of Food
and Agriculture (CDFA) in their Healthy Soils Program (HSP). During
that time, we have provided our local growers and ranchers on-site
technical assistance, hosted workshops and demonstrations, and helped
navigate the application process for funding.

In August 2019 the RCD and Avila Valley Barn were awarded HSP
Demonstration funding to show the soil health benefits of compost
application on their organic apple orchard. Also, in October 2020, the
RCD and Cal Poly were awarded HSP Demonstration funding to
showcase the benefits to soil health of reduced tillage, compost
application and cover cropping for a hayfield on Chorro Ranch.

In 2021 the RCD and their HSP Demonstration partners will offer
demonstration events, whether it is in person or by a webinar.

Funding Source: California Climate Investments’ program
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Oceano Dunes Restoration Explained
in Video

A 13-minute video, prepared by RCD Restoration Coordinator Jessica
O'Neill for the California RCD conference, takes viewers through the
Oceano Dunes and the steps being taken for restoration. Watch the
YouTube video.

USDA/NRCS News

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0ygHZdTlLA&feature=youtu.be%29.


RCD Services
Call us today at (805) 772-4391 for help with all of
the following:

• Irrigation Evaluations
• Engineer Design
• Alternative Agricultural Grading Review (ARP)
• Erosion & Stormwater Control
• Conservation Easements
• Conservation Planning
• Permit Coordination
• Watershed & Habitat Restoration

Conservation Clip List Conservation Clip List is a weekly collection of
articles distributed by NACD (National
Association of Conservation Districts). This link
discusses CDFA's Healthy Soils Program in all 10
California RCD regions:
http://www.nacdnet.org/2017/06/15/california-
rcds-cdfas-healthy-soils-program-leading-way-
climate-smart-ag/

http://www.nacdnet.org/2017/06/15/california-rcds-cdfas-healthy-soils-program-leading-way-climate-smart-ag/


The Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District is committed to protecting and
enhancing natural resources through education, restoration and collaboration with local
stakeholders.


