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1.1. The National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (the Titles Administrator) is responsible for a range of regulatory and administrative functions in relation to petroleum and greenhouse gas (GHG) titles in Commonwealth waters, including the receipt and public release of technical information about petroleum and GHG in accordance with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations).
[bookmark: _Toc1665184306]Purpose
1.2. Petroleum and GHG titleholders are required to keep accounts, records and other documents, and to collect and retain cores, cuttings and samples (collectively, ‘samples’) in connection with operations conducted in offshore areas.
1.3. Titleholders are also required to provide reports and samples to the Titles Administrator. Of these, certain information and samples may be made publicly available by the Titles Administrator within specified timeframes.
1.4. The purpose of this guideline is to provide an overview of how titleholders provide technical information and samples related to offshore wells and surveys. It also sets out how the Titles Administrator manages the confidentiality and/or public release of the information provided to it. 
1.5. For the purpose of this Guideline, titleholder means:
a) a GHG titleholder; or
b) an infrastructure licensee; or
c) a pipeline licensee; or
d) a petroleum titleholder.
1.6. When preparing reports, data or samples for submission, titleholders should review:
a) the Offshore Petroleum Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act)
b) the regulations
c) relevant fact sheets, available from the Title Administrator’s website.
This guideline relates to both petroleum and GHG titles.
NOTE: All legislative references in this guideline are to the regulations, unless stated otherwise.
[bookmark: _Toc1571427418]Legislative framework
1.7. The OPGGS Act governs Australia’s offshore petroleum and GHG storage regulatory framework. The OPGGS Act creates the framework of rights, entitlements and responsibilities of governments and industry and establishes a regulatory framework for petroleum and GHG data management.
1.8. The regulations set out the requirements for the collection, retention, submission and public release of petroleum and GHG data under these provisions.
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2.1. Titleholders must keep, and securely retain, any accounts, records or other documents in connection with an operation in an offshore area. This information must be kept in such a way that retrieval is reasonably practicable (sections 116 and 161 of the regulations).
2.2. Titleholders that have collected cores, cuttings or samples (collectively, ‘samples’) in connection with an operation must securely retain the sample in such a way that its retrieval is reasonably practicable (sections 118 and 163).
2.3. Cores, cuttings or samples collected during an offshore operation must also be kept in Australia (sections 119 and 164) unless the Titles Administrator has been notified in accordance with subsections 119(3) or 164(3).
2.4. For further information regarding the retention requirements for information or samples, or for general data management enquiries, please contact the Title Administrator’s Data Management team to discuss further, data@nopta.gov.au.
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2.5. Where titleholders collect a core, cutting or sample in connection with an operation in an offshore area and any of those samples are required to be taken or sent overseas to undertake analysis, titleholders must follow the requirements for notifying the Titles Administrator (sections 119 and 164) and reporting of results (sections 121 and 166).
2.6. Any remaining samples following the completion of analyses must be returned to Australia within the specified timeframes (sections 120 and 165).
2.7. Additional samples that have been created as a product of the analyses must also be returned to Australia within the specified timeframes (sections 122 and 167).
2.8. Further information regarding the process for notification, returning of samples and reporting requirements of analysis can be found in the Fact Sheet: Sending Samples Overseas.
3. [bookmark: _Past_performance][bookmark: _Toc204692276][bookmark: _Toc1577765053]Giving reports and data to the Titles Administrator
3.1. The reports and data specified by the regulations must be given to the Titles Administrator within the periods stipulated, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Titles Administrator.
3.2. The Titles Administrator has specified the format and medium in which these reports and data are to be given (sections 139 and 187). An instrument specifying the format and medium for data is published on the Title Administrator’s website.
3.3. The Titles Administrator will acknowledge the receipt of reports and data given to it.
3.4. To assist titleholders with submission of these reports, data and samples, the following fact sheets are available on the Titles Administrator’s website:

· Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals
· Daily Well Reporting
· Well Completion Reports and Data
· Sample Submission Requirements
· Notification and Reporting Requirements for Samples Sent Outside Australia
· Survey Reports and Data
· Variations to Submission Requirements
· Classification of Information about wells and surveys

3.5. Enquiries concerning the reporting and submission requirements for offshore petroleum and GHG reports and data should be directed to the Title Administrator’s Data Management Team (data@nopta.gov.au) in the first instance.
[bookmark: _Toc308006143]Reports submitted prior to, or during an operation
3.6. Reports and notices that are required to be given to the Titles Administrator prior to, or while an operation is underway, may be sent to reporting@nopta.gov.au, or, submitted via the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.
3.7. These include: 
a) requirement for notice of geophysical or geological survey (section 226);
b) weekly survey reports (section 128 and 174);
c) daily drilling reports (sections 124 and 170);
d) daily geological reports (section 125 and 171); and
e) workover reports (sections 134 and 180).
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3.8. Reports and data that are submitted after the end of the operation should be submitted as complete data packages via digital media/transfer. The end of the operation means (section 6):
a)      for a regulated operation related to the drilling of a well—the day on which the drill rig is        released; or 
b)     for a regulated operation conducted on a well after the well is completed—the day on which the operation ceased; or 
c)      for a survey—the day on which the acquisition of the survey data is completed. 

3.9. The data package should be accompanied by a transmittal document that identifies each report and data item included in, or omitted from, the package.
These include submissions of:
a) survey acquisition, processing and interpretative reports and data,
b) processing and interpretative reports and data for reprocessed projects, and,
c) initial and final well completion reports and data, and;
d) stand-alone submissions of analysis reports. 
3.10. For further information see the Fact Sheets: Daily Well Reporting, Survey Reports and Data and Well Completion Reports and Data and Notification and Reporting Requirements for Samples Sent Outside Australia.
3.11. The Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals Fact Sheet explains where to send each data package.
[bookmark: _Toc1036839853]Reports and data related to a well
3.12. Titleholders are required to provide certain reports and data produced in relation to offshore drilling operations.
Advance notice of well activities
3.13. Certain well activities require titleholders to provide advance notice to NOPSEMA 21 days prior to the commencement of the activity (subsection 97(1)), while other well activities require notice to be provided at any time before the start of the activity (subsection 97(2)). Titleholders are also required to provide updates in relation to information provided in notices given under section 97 (subsection 98(1)) and when well activities are completed (subsection 99(1)). Titleholders must give the Titles Administrator a copy of the notices (section 105).
3.14. Well activity notifications may be forwarded to resources@nopta.gov.au, or, by accessing an account in the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.
Daily well reports
3.15. A daily drilling report must be submitted for each day that drilling operations are being undertaken (sections 124 and 169).
3.16. If a daily geological report has been produced by a titleholder that is undertaking drilling operations, it must also be given to the Titles Administrator (sections 125 and 170). The requirement to submit daily geological reports only applies where such a report is produced.
3.17. If an operation related to a well is a “workover operation” the titleholder must submit a daily workover report (sections 134 and 179). Reports are required for each day of the operation and for each well where an operation occurred. Workover operations are typically considered to be for (but not limited to) re-entry, maintenance, repair, intervention, data acquisition, abandonment, or decommissioning. Titleholders should contact the Title Administrator’s Data Management Team if they are unsure if a workover report is required.
3.18. Daily well reports must be received by midday on the next business day to which the report relates.
Refer to the Fact Sheets: Daily Well Reporting and Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals for more information.
Initial and final well completion reports
3.19. Sections 126 and 171 specify the required items to be included in an initial well completion report, and the initial well completion data. Submissions are required within 12 months after the rig release date, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator, and on the specified media types and in the correct formats.
3.20. Sections 127 and 172 specify the required information to be included in a final well completion report, and the final well completion data. Reports are required to be given to the Titles Administrator within 18 months after the rig release date, unless otherwise authorised by the Titles Administrator, and on the specified media types and in the correct formats.
3.21. See Fact Sheets: Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals, and Well Completion Reports and Data.
[bookmark: _Toc476845783]Reports and data related to a survey
3.22. Titleholders must give the Titles Administrator the specified reports and data if they conduct a geological or geophysical survey in an offshore area, or if they have licensed survey data in compliance with a title condition.
3.23. See Fact Sheets: Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals and Survey Reports and Data for more information.
Survey commencement notification
3.24. Titleholders who are undertaking a geophysical or geological survey in the title area must give the Titles Administrator at least 48 hours' notice of the commencement of the survey (section 226).
3.25. The notice must include the proposed date and time that the survey will start, the duration of the survey, the survey area coordinates and in the case of a seismic survey, the length of the streamers to be towed by the survey vessel (subsection 226(1)).
Weekly survey reports
3.26. Weekly survey reports must be submitted by titleholders who conduct a geophysical or geological survey. Reports are due as soon as practicable after the end of each week of the survey (sections 128 and 173).
Survey acquisition, processing and interpretation reports and data
3.27. The survey acquisition report and survey acquisition data must be submitted within 18 months after the day the acquisition of the data was completed (sections 129 and 174).
3.28. Due to the volume of data collected during seismic surveys, field tapes are to be given to the Titles Administrator by delivering them to the National Offshore Petroleum Data and Core Repository (NOPDCR) in Canberra. Titleholders are required to provide supporting information, such as tape listings, used to manage the data and ensure future usability.
3.29. For more information about the NOPDCR see section 9 of this guideline.
3.30. A survey processing report and processed survey data must be submitted within 24 months after the day that the acquisition of the data is completed (sections 130 and 175).
3.31. A survey interpretation report and interpretative survey data must be submitted within 30 months after the day that the acquisition of the data is completed (sections 131 and 176).
Non-exclusive survey data
3.32. Non-exclusive data is data that is made available for commercial sale or license (section 6).
3.33. Titleholders may license non-exclusive survey data to meet a title condition. For more information see the Offshore Petroleum Exploration Permit Guideline on the Title Administrator’s website. Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration - work-bid
3.34. Titleholders that have licensed non-exclusive survey data must submit a survey interpretation report and interpretative survey data within 30 months after the day the data has been licensed (sections 131 and 176).
Additional submission requirements for surveys collecting non-exclusive data
3.35. Where a survey acquisition includes non-exclusive 3D seismic data, a 2D data subset is required to be produced and submitted to the Titles Administrator as part of the survey processing report and data (subsections 130(6) and 175(6)). This extract should be submitted in a 5km x 5km grid and may be made publicly available by the Titles Administrator earlier than the remaining 3D data items (subsections 152(2) and 201(2)).
3.36. 3D non-exclusive data may be made publicly available the day 10 years after the day that the acquisition of the data was completed. The 2D data extracted from the 3D data may be made publicly available from the day five years after the day that the acquisition of the 3D data was completed. 
Reports and data related to reprocessed survey data
3.37. Titleholders must also give the Titles Administrator reports and data related to survey data that has been reprocessed in compliance with a title condition.
3.38. A survey reprocessing report and reprocessed survey data must be submitted to the Titles Administrator within 24 months after the day that the processing of the data commenced (sections 132 and 177).
3.39. Titleholders are required to report when survey data reprocessing projects have commenced, or are planned to commence, in annual title assessment reports (ATARs) (sections 26 to 30) and (for GHG injection licensees) in annual GHG injection reports (section 182).

4. [bookmark: _Toc60882648]Giving cores, cuttings and samples to the Titles Administrator
[bookmark: _Toc1372214037]Physical samples in connection with regulated operations
4.1. The regulations specify the types and quantity of samples required to be submitted and the time frames (sections 136 and 185). This applies if a titleholder drills a well or conducts another operation in a title area and collects a specified petroleum mining sample (section 711 OPGGS Act) or eligible sample (section 736 OPGGS Act).
4.2. Samples must be given to the Titles Administrator by delivering them to the NOPDCR by the timeframes specified in the regulations. The Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team works closely with the NOPDCR to ensure submissions are timely and in compliance with the regulations.
4.3. Where titleholders cannot meet the specified timeframes the Titles Administrator may agree in writing to another period (subsections 136(2) and 185(2)).
4.4. Titleholders who have collected a core, cutting or sample in connection with an operation undertaken in an Australian offshore area are required to securely retain the sample in Australia. However, titleholders may take or send a sample outside Australia for analysis if they notify the Titles Administrator (sections 119 and 165). 
4.5. Sections 120 and 166 set out the requirements for returning to Australia the principal sample(s) exported for analysis. Sections 121 and 167 require the titleholder to give a report on the analysis and sections 122 and 168 specify requirements to give the Titles Administrator any secondary samples (e.g. slides and residues) created from the analysis. 
4.6. Further information on the submission of samples can be found here: Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum Sample Submission Standard.
4.7. [bookmark: _Hlk204759092]See also, Fact Sheets: Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals and Variations to Data Submission Requirements and Notification and Reporting Requirements for Samples Sent Overseas.
[bookmark: _Toc1498158690]Sample availability notification
4.8. If a titleholder cannot submit the volume or quantity of sample specified in sections 136 and 184, they must give the Titles Administrator written notice before the sample is due to be submitted. The notice must include a reasonable explanation of why the specified quantity is not available to the titleholder, the quantity of sample that was recovered and whether any quantity of the sample remains available to the titleholder and, if so, what quantity (subsections 136(3) and 184(3)).
4.9. In such circumstances a different quantity, agreed to by the Titles Administrator, must be submitted by the specified timeframe or such other time agreed in writing by the Titles Administrator.
[bookmark: _Toc121577445]Other cores, cuttings or samples in connection with regulated operations
4.10. When reviewing reports submitted to NOPTA relating to operations conducted in an offshore area (e.g. daily geological reports or well completion reports) or ATARs, the Titles Administrator may become aware of the collection of other sample types.
4.11. If a titleholder has collected a sample that is not listed in sections 136 or 184 the Titles Administrator may request the titleholder to give a specified quantity of that sample to the Titles Administrator (sections 137 and 185).
4.12. The Titles Administrator will make this request in writing, specifying the quantity of the sample to be provided and the period within which the sample must be given.
4.13. The regulations provide an exception to this requirement where the titleholder has a reasonable excuse for the specified quantity of sample not being available and notifies the Titles Administrator in writing before the period specified in the Titles Administrator’s request. The notice must include a reasonable explanation of why the specified quantity is not available to the titleholder, the quantity of sample that was recovered and whether any quantity of the sample remains available to the titleholder and, if so, what quantity (subsections 137(5) and 185(5)). 
5. [bookmark: _Toc145136632]Other reports
[bookmark: _Toc613867152]Monthly production reports
5.1. A petroleum production licensee must submit to the Titles Administrator a monthly production report for each calendar month. The information that must be included in this report is specified in subsection 135(2).
5.2. Reports are required to be submitted within 15 days of the end of the month to which the report relates.
5.3. The Titles Administrator has developed a monthly production report template. Although not a mandatory regulatory requirement, the Titles Administrator prefers the use of this template for all production reporting. Notes to assist in the completion of this template, including the Monthly Production Report  Fact Sheet, are available on the Titles Administrator’s website.
5.4. Reports should be submitted to reporting@nopta.gov.au, or, by accessing an account in the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.
[bookmark: _Toc1043954651]Monthly and annual GHG injection reports
5.5. A GHG injection licensee must submit to the Titles Administrator a monthly GHG injection report for each calendar month. The information that must be included in this report is specified in subsection 181(2).
5.6. Monthly GHG injection reports are required to be submitted within 15 days after the last day of the calendar month to which the report relates.
5.7. A GHG injection licensee must submit to the Titles Administrator an annual GHG injection report for each financial year. The information that must be included in this report is specified in subsection 182(2).
5.8. Annual GHG injection reports are required to be submitted within 30 days after the last day of the financial year to which the report relates.
5.9. Reports should be submitted to reporting@nopta.gov.au, or, by accessing an account in the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.
[bookmark: _Toc1188785051]Monthly and annual GHG accounting reports
5.10. A GHG injection licensee must submit to the Titles Administrator a monthly GHG accounting report for each calendar month. The information that must be included in this report is specified in subsection 183(2).
5.11. Monthly GHG accounting reports are required to be submitted within 15 days after the last day of the calendar month to which the report relates.
5.12. A GHG injection licensee must submit to the Titles Administrator an annual GHG accounting report for each financial year. The information that must be included in this report is specified in subsection 184(2).
5.13. Annual GHG accounting reports are required to be submitted within four months after the last day of the financial year to which the report relates.
5.14. Reports should be submitted to reporting@nopta.gov.au, or, by accessing an account in the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.
5.15. Under section 201 of the regulations, the responsible Commonwealth Minister or the Titles Administrator must make documentary information contained in a monthly and annual GHG accounting report publicly available.
5.16. Monthly GHG accounting reports will be made publicly available no later than 15 days after the day the Titles Administrator receives the report.
5.17. Annual GHG accounting reports will be made publicly available no later than 30 days after the day the Titles Administrator receives the report.
5.18. For information regarding monthly and annual GHG reporting, titleholders should refer to the Greenhouse Gas Injection Licence Fact Sheet on the NOPTA website.
5.19. 
[bookmark: _Toc1516186921]Annual Title Assessment Reports
5.20. For information regarding the submission requirements of an ATAR, titleholders should refer to the ATAR Fact Sheet on the NOPTA website.
5.21. ATARs can be submitted by email to reporting@nopta.gov.au, electronically by accessing an account in the NEATS Secure Portal on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin, or in hard copy to the Title Administrator’s Perth office. 
6. [bookmark: _Toc70016721]General considerations when preparing reports and data for submission
6.1. Reports, data and sample submissions are to be given to the Titles Administrator by delivery to the Titles Administrator’s Perth office, in some circumstances, online, or directly to the NOPDCR, as indicated in the Submission Addresses, Contacts and Transmittals Fact Sheet.
6.2. Reports and data must not be password protected or possess any other preventative security features.
6.3. Reports and data must be a true representation of the activity as it was conducted, be compliant to all related regulatory requirements and should be submitted as a complete package.
6.4. Submissions must be received within the timeframes specified in the regulations unless prior written agreement has been given by the Titles Administrator.
[bookmark: _Toc2022760327]Standard report formatting
6.5. All reports under Parts 7 and 9 should be provided in Portable Document Format (PDF) and should follow industry standard reporting structure. Text should be machine-readable, and images, figures and tables included should be of high quality (clear and legible), and where appropriate, accompany the report as additional digital files. For ease of usability a contents page and indexing of page numbers and figures should be included.
[bookmark: _Toc1577016834]Specified format and medium for digital data submissions
6.6. [bookmark: _Ref183681573]Sections 139 and 188 provide that the Titles Administrator may, by written instrument published on the Titles Administrator’s website, specify the format in which, and medium on which, data must be presented.
6.7. This means that format and medium specifications can be kept up to date with industry usage and technology advancements.
6.8. An instrument specifying format and medium for data required to be submitted pursuant to sections 139 and 188, is available on the Titles Administrator’s website.
[bookmark: _Toc1418487431]General format and medium information
6.9. Data submitted to the Titles Administrator should be a direct copy of the original data supplied to the titleholder by a third party (e.g., contractors). Data must be provided in the formats specified by the Title Administrator in the instrument published on the Titles Administrator’s website. Proprietary specific formats will not be accepted. All data provided on physical media should be of a high quality and stable, enabling long term archiving. Submissions may also be transferred via the NEATS Secure Portal.
6.10. Where submissions are provided on physical media, the media must be clearly labelled and should be accompanied by a file listing. File listings should be included as part of the data package in instances of submission online or digital transfer.
6.11. Survey and reprocessing data should be acquired and produced using appropriate, modern industry standard techniques and must be provided in accordance with the formats and medium specified by the Title Administrator in the instrument published on the Titles Administrator’s website.
[bookmark: _Toc1032785614]Online data submissions
6.12. The Titles Administrator is continually improving the capacity to receive a wider range of data and increase the overall size limitations presently in place, enabling the submission of data through online transfer.
6.13. Certain reports and data may be submitted online by accessing an account in the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.
6.14. For applicable data items, titleholders should review the instrument specifying format and medium for data published on the Titles Administrator’s website.
6.15. Where there is any uncertainty, titleholders should contact the Titles Administrator’s Data Management team (data@nopta.gov.au) to discuss whether online submissions are available and notify the Titles Administrator of their intent to submit online. 
7. [bookmark: _Toc1963493867]Submission Receipt and Quality Control
7.1. The Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team performs compliance and quality control checks of all submissions made under the regulations. This is to ensure titleholders submit information that is compliant with the regulations. Where items are considered to not meet the requirements of the regulations, titleholders are contacted, and resubmissions are required.
7.2. Under sections 138 and 187 the Titles Administrator may request further information about reports and data provided by titleholders.
7.3. Requests will be made in writing and set out each matter for which further information is requested and specify a reasonable period in which the information is to be provided.
[bookmark: _Toc1525284580][bookmark: _Toc81487643][bookmark: _Toc83042925][bookmark: _Toc83395038][bookmark: _Toc410902796][bookmark: _Toc90044322][bookmark: _Toc183622567]Quality Control Procedures 
7.4. The Titles Administrator undertakes checks of submitted reports, data and samples on an item-by-item basis with each submission examined against the requirements set out in the regulations.
7.5. Reports and data are checked for completeness ensuring no items have been omitted and the data presented is a true representation of the activity undertaken. Tests of file formats and media are performed ensuring compliance to the approved types and to identify issues relating to corrupt files or other deficiencies.
7.6. Survey and reprocessed data are assessed by both the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team and Geoscience Australia (GA), under the NOPDCR arrangement. The Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team undertakes an overall compliance and completeness examination, while GA load larger data and test for usability, spatial correctness and that data is fit for consumption by end users, once publicly released.
7.7. The Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team also works in conjunction with the NOPDCR to ensure that titleholders submit samples in accordance with the requirements set out in the regulations.
8. [bookmark: _Toc429588584]Release of information
8.1. Reports, data and samples that are given to the Titles Administrator are protected under the 
OPGGS Act and the regulations unless they fall within the categories of information that may be made public. 
8.2. The regulations set out how certain technical information and samples given to the Titles Administrator may be made public after relevant confidentiality periods have passed.
[bookmark: _Toc477816847][bookmark: _Toc81487644][bookmark: _Toc83042926][bookmark: _Toc83395039][bookmark: _Toc90044323]Classification of reports, data and samples given to the Titles Administrator
8.3. For the purposes of making reports, data and samples available to others, information is classified as (sections 141 and 190):
a) Basic disclosable information
b) Interpretative disclosable information
c) Petroleum mining samples
d) Eligible samples (GHG)
e) Permanently confidential information
8.4. The types of information that the Titles Administrator can make available are open information, basic and interpretative disclosable information, petroleum mining samples and eligible samples.
8.5. Reports and data that are presented by titleholders as basic disclosable or interpretative disclosable information may be released according to the timeframes and conditions specified in the regulations. Titleholders should carefully consider these definitions when preparing reports and data for giving to the Titles Administrator. 
8.6. The correct presentation of information according to these classifications assists the Titles Administrator with the accurate public release of information. For example, where basic and interpretative information is being provided in a single submission, this should be clearly identifiable and separable to allow for separate release.
8.7. Please refer to the Fact sheets on the Titles Administrator’s website for further information.
[bookmark: _Toc204692293][bookmark: _Toc1764723669]Release of open information
8.8. [bookmark: _Ref90391175]Open information can be made publicly known at any time (sections 151 and 200).
8.9. Section 6 defines the information which is open information about a reprocessing project, open information about a survey and open information about a well.
8.10. The Titles Administrator makes this information available through the National Offshore Petroleum Information Management System (NOPIMS).
[bookmark: _Toc446230690]Release of disclosable information
8.11. Disclosable information is documentary information that is not permanently confidential (sections 141 and 190).
8.12. Documentary information is classified as either interpretative or basic and may be made available once the relevant day for each type of information has passed (sections 152 and 153, sections 202 and 203). Where the documentary information relates to a seismic survey, geophysical survey or geological survey, or reprocessing of these surveys, additional requirements apply – see: Making ‘survey information’ available.
8.13. Documentary information is interpretative information if the Titles Administrator considers the information is a conclusion drawn wholly or partly from, or an opinion based wholly or partly on, other documentary information (sections 144 and 193).
8.14. Alternatively, when giving information to the Titles Administrator, the person who gave the information can notify the Titles Administrator in writing that they classify the information to be interpretative information (sections 144(3) and 193(3)). The regulations set out processes by which the Titles Administrator can dispute a person’s classification of information as interpretative information (sections 145 and 194); and for a person to object to a disputed classification (sections 146 and 195).
8.15. Basic information means documentary information that is not interpretative (sections 141 and 190). 
8.16. Documentary information relating to surveys or the reprocessing of survey data is survey information (sections 155(8) and 205(8)).
[bookmark: _Ref214274309]Making ‘survey information’ available
8.17. Documentary information relating to seismic surveys, geophysical surveys or geological surveys; and data obtained from reprocessing survey data is survey information (sections 155(8) and 205(8)).
8.18. Before the Titles Administrator can decide whether to release survey information, the responsible Commonwealth Minister (RCM) must provide approval to make the information available (sections 155 and 205).
8.19. The RCM may provide approval to make survey information available publicly, to a person or to specified persons. It is also open to the RCM to decide that it is not in the national interest to make survey information available.
8.20. Notices made for the purpose of section 155 and 205 will be publicly available.
8.21. To request access to survey information that is not publicly available or available to you, submit a request via the NOPIMS add to basket function.
8.22. For further information see the Fact Sheet: Classification of Information on the Title Administrator’s website.
[bookmark: _Toc231102142]Samples received under Parts 7 and 9
8.23. A range of samples may be collected during operations in connection with offshore petroleum or GHG titles.
8.24. Samples collected in relation to a regulated operation under a petroleum title are defined as petroleum mining samples (section 141). The Titles Administrator or responsible Commonwealth Minister may make publicly known details of a petroleum mining sample or permit a person to inspect the sample if the relevant day for the sample has passed (section 158).
8.25. Eligible samples are samples that have been collected in relation to a regulated operation conducted under a GHG title (section 189). The Titles Administrator or responsible Commonwealth Minister may make publicly known details of an eligible sample or permit a person to inspect the sample if the relevant day for the sample has passed (section 208). 
[bookmark: _Toc990353430]Permanently confidential information
8.26. Documentary information is permanently confidential information in the following circumstances (sections 143 and 192):
a) it is excluded information (as set out under section 8)
b) the Titles Administrator classifies it as permanently confidential
c) the person giving the information tells the Titles Administrator that it is permanently confidential, and
i) the Titles Administrator does not dispute the classification, or;
ii) the Titles Administrator disputes the classification, and an objection is in force.
8.27. The Titles Administrator routinely considers certain reports and data permanently confidential (e.g., Monthly Production Reports (MPRs), which may contain commercially sensitive information).
[bookmark: _Toc54955124]Classification disputes
8.28. The regulations set out processes by which the Titles Administrator can dispute a person’s classification of information as permanently confidential (sections 145 and 194); and for a person to object to a disputed classification (sections 146 and 195).
8.29. For further information see the Fact Sheet Classification of Information on the Titles Administrator’s website.
9. [bookmark: _Toc763548657]Data Archiving and Data Access
9.1. The reports, data and samples that are given to the Titles Administrator are managed securely from a Commonwealth repository, jointly managed under the NOPDCR Agreement.
9.2. Under this agreement, the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team ensures submissions are made in accordance with the regulations and are managed securely throughout the confidentiality period for the information and samples. Once the Titles Administrator has authorised the release of information or samples, the NOPDCR partners make the information and samples publicly available through the National Offshore Petroleum Information Management System (NOPIMS) or from the repository locations.
[bookmark: _Toc697609628]National Offshore Petroleum Data and Core Repository 
9.3. The NOPDCR was established in 2013, as a collaboration between the Titles Administrator, GA and the Geological Survey of Western Australia (GSWA – a branch of the Department of Mines, Petroleum and Exploration).
9.4. The NOPDCR arrangement is an agreement between the Titles Administrator, GA and GSWA through which petroleum and GHG reports, data and samples from Commonwealth waters are managed.
9.5. The GA repository manages the secure storage of confidential reports and digital data on behalf of the Titles Administrator; and facilitates public access to this information once authorised for release by the Titles Administrator. Access to this data is enabled through the NOPIMS.
9.6. Similarly, the physical samples collected in Commonwealth waters are securely managed between the GA and GSWA repositories. Once released, access to these samples is provided by the repositories in Canberra (GA) and Perth (GSWA).
9.7. Offshore Commonwealth samples previously located at other state or territory repositories under former Designated Authorities have been consolidated and relocated to Canberra and Perth.
9.8. The diagram below (Figure 1) displays the roles and responsibilities of the NOPDCR partners.
[image: A diagram depicting the Organisation of NOPDCR and how it's composite organisations interact and fulfil their functions with respect to confidential data and open-file data.]
Figure 1.

[bookmark: _Above-commitment_work_variation][bookmark: _Toc1383756299]Data access and system functionality
National Offshore Petroleum Information Management System 
9.9. NOPIMS is the online data resource and information system that covers all Australian offshore wells and survey information. 
9.10. Well data and reports that have been publicly released, such as well completion reports, logs, vertical seismic profiles and core photography are available to download via NOPIMS. 
9.11. Petroleum ming samples and eligible samples that have been released is discoverable through NOPIMS Core Library tab. Requests to access samples can be made through the system.
9.12. Survey data and reports (including reprocessed survey data and reports) that have been publicly released are available to download via NOPIMS. Survey information that may only be available to specified persons, or persons agreed to by the responsible Commonwealth minister, can be requested through the system.
9.13. For access to this information visit the NOPIMS website. https://public.neats.nopta.gov.au/nopims 
9.14. For enquiries about open file data, or data requests please contact GA on ausgeodata@ga.gov.au.
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