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Well completion reports and data
All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the Act), 
associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).



Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (regulations) petroleum and greenhouse gas (GHG) titleholders who undertake drilling operations in a title area must give certain reports and data to the Titles Administrator within specified timeframes following the end of the operation. Titleholders must provide:   
· an initial well completion report (IWCR) and initial well completion data
· a final well completion report (FWCR) and final well completion data.  
Sections 139 and 188 of the regulations provide that the Titles Administrator may, by written instrument published on the Titles Administrator’s website, specify the format on and medium in which data must be presented. An instrument specifying the format and medium for data required to be submitted to the Titles Administrator is available on the Titles Administrator’s website.  
Reports and data should be submitted as a package and should be accompanied by a transmittal.    
Please note, failure to comply with these reporting requirements is an offence under the regulations and may be subject to civil penalties.

Initial well completion report and initial well completion data:
An IWCR and initial well completion data must be given to the Titles Administrator within 12 months of the rig release date or such other period agreed in writing by the Titles Administrator (subsections 126(2) and 172(2)).  
The required contents of an IWCR are specified in subsections 126(6) and 172(6) of the regulations. The initial well completion data requirements are specified in subsections 126(5) and 172(5) of the regulations. 

Final well completion report and final well completion data: 
A FWCR and final well completion data must be given to the Titles Administrator within 18 months of the rig release date or such other period agreed in writing by the Titles Administrator (subsections 127(2) and 173(2)).   
The required contents of an FWCR are specified in subsections 127(6) and 173(6) of the regulations. The final well completion data requirements are specified in subsections 127(5) and 173(5) of the regulations. 

General considerations regarding well completion reports
Rig release dates 
NOPTA considers a rig release date (RRD) for a well to be the date that the rig last conducted well operations and/or the rig is one nautical mile from the well location. This may not apply in all instances, for example, exceptions may include wells that are batch or phased drilled resulting in short term or temporary pauses to operations.   
Titleholders will be contacted by the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team to confirm a RRD at the end of operations.  
 
Batch drilling and interim reporting 
In circumstances where the titleholder is aware that drilling operations may be subject to significant periods (more than 18 months) of inactivity, such as where wells are being drilled as part of batched or phased drilling campaigns, the titleholder should contact the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team to discuss appropriate reporting requirements and timeframes. This may require the authorisation of a data submission variation.  
Where there is any uncertainty regarding Rig Release Dates or reporting requirements, titleholders should contact NOPTA at data@nopta.gov.au.   
References to measurements  
Well completion reports are usually compilations of various sources of information. Information and data contained in well completion reports may come from operators, operational contractors, analytical vendors and other third parties.   
It is important that references to units of measure and depths are clearly stated and kept as consistent as possible throughout the report and its component parts.  
Where references to measurements are stated, where applicable, related datums in reference to those measurements should also be clearly shown[footnoteRef:1]. Some examples include:  [1:  See Part 1, division 2 of the OPGGS Act.] 

· geodetic datums (GDA 94, GDA2020), 
· height datums relating to sea level (lowest astronomical tide – LAT, Australian height datum – AHD, mean sea level – MSL),
· the depth reference for the well (rotary table, rig floor)
· the height of the depth reference above sea level (metres). 
 
Initial well completion report 
In the IWCR, the Titles Administrator also expects (where collected) the inclusion of: 
· location and title map,
· results and data from Leak Off Tests and Formation Integrity Tests performed, 
· observations of ditch cuttings, conventional core, sidewall core
· all related contractor provided end of well reports, (e.g., mudlogging, wireline, LWD, MWD, VSP, cementing and fluids)
· computerised tomography (CT) imaging of cores, where available. 
 
Logging data  
Under paragraphs 126(5)(a) and 172(5)(a) submissions must include raw data, edited field data and processed data for all wireline logs, measurements while drilling (MWD) logs or logging while drilling (LWD) logs, or other additional logging types, including (but not limited to) tractor logging and pipe conveyed logging. 
The information given should include: 
· full header information
· processed logging data, including cleansed and spliced log runs (if generated), which can be directly loaded into geological and geophysical interpretation software
· definitive survey data in both PDF and XLXS formats.
The information should be submitted in accordance with the instrument specifying the format and medium for data published on the Titles Administrator’s website.  
 
Logging displays 
Logging displays (paragraphs 126(5)(b) and 172(5)(b)) should be presented as a continuous page at 1:500 and at 1:200 scale. 
Logs provided should include a header giving field names, curve names and units of measure, and as a continuous page at a readable scale.  

Mudlogging data 
Mudlogging data (paragraphs 126(5)(d) and 172(5)(d)) should include: 
· drill, mud, pressure and gas logs
· midnight reports
· daily time logs. 
 
Final well completion report
In the FWCR, the Titles Administrator also expects the inclusion of: 
· any relevant maps created
· seismic-well tie figures.

Composite well logs: 
Composite well logs required to be given as part of the final well completion data (paragraphs 127(5)(b) and 173(5)(b)) should be given as a separate PDF file and as a continuous page at a readable scale. 
 
Well index sheets or well cards 
Well index sheets (paragraphs 127(5)(c) and 173(5)(c)) or well cards often contain many of the required regulatory items in an initial well completion report and are a mandatory requirement as part of the final well completion data. This information is important as it is discoverable in one place, is used by the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team to populate and publish key metadata about wells/boreholes in the National Offshore Petroleum Information Management System (NOPIMS) and to set reporting expectations from key dates provided. This information should be as accurate and current as possible at the time of submission. Titleholders should pay particular attention to the correctness of: 
· titleholder names and titles (as listed in NEATS) 
· operational and rig release dates 
· well types and purpose 
· well status (at time of reporting) 
· accurate well location co-ordinates (per the definitive survey or rig positioning report) 

Petrophysical, geochemical or other sample analyses 
Petrophysical, geochemical and other sample analyses are listed as required items under the FWCR. While a FWCR is generally considered to contain interpretative information (and subject to different public release timeframes to the basic data (IWCR) titleholders often include the basic information in FWRCs as it becomes available to them, after the completion of analysis.   
In these instances, titleholders must clearly identify through labelling folders (e.g., basic data or interpretative data) and making separable, the basic and interpretative data components. This is to enable the accurate public release of information in accordance with the regulations. 
Basic analytical information, where available at the IWCR submission due date, should be submitted with the IWCR package. 
For all analysis types undertaken, the Titles Administrator expects results are presented as: 
· Basic information:  
· A summary of the analysis undertaken, including details of analytical methodologies, instrument files and standards used. 
· All raw data produced from the analysis, including all raw data in relation to slides, thin sections or residues produced. 
· Interpretative information: 
· Details of all results produced from, and conclusions drawn from, the analysis and raw data.  


More Information
See the supporting information contained in the Data Management Guideline and factsheets published on the Titles Administrator’s website when preparing well data for submission.

For details on where to submit well data see the Submission addresses, contacts and transmittals Fact sheet.

See also, the Classification of information Fact sheets and Specified Format and Medium for Data instrument for further details. 

If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via data@nopta.gov.au.

Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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