


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Consort both heart and lute,  
And twist a song pleasant and long: 
Or since all music is but three parts vied, 
And multiplied; 
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
And make up our defects with his sweet art. 

 
19. All people that on earth do dwell 
 
All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice: 
Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, 
Come ye before him and rejoice. 
 
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 
Without our aid he did us make; 
We are his folk, he doth us feed, 
And for his sheep he doth us take. 
 
O enter then his gates with praise, 
Approach with joy his courts unto; 
Praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
For it is seemly so to do. 

 
For why? the Lord our God is good; 
His mercy is for ever sure; 
His truth at all times firmly stood, 
And shall from age to age endure. 

 
To Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
The God whom heaven and earth adore, 
From men and from the angel host 
Be praise and glory ever more. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20. Festal Responses 
 
V: The Lord be with you:  
R: And with thy spirit.  
V: Let us bless the Lord:  
R: Thanks be to God. 

 
21. Le salut Messianique  
(Cathedral Organ) 

 
Born in Paris in 1958, Thierry Pallesco studied at a 
number of French conservatoirs and was a major 
prizewinner in organ, piano and composition. 
Formerly organist of the Cathedéral Saint-Spirede 
de Corbeil, he now lectures at the University of 
Poitiers. 
 
This piece alternates exciting sections of strident 
chords and semiquaver figures for the full organ, 
with quieter more urgent sections and contrasting 
peaceful moments scored for the ‘string celestes’. 
It is written in a typical modern French style with 
colorful harmonic fingerprints and textures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL CHOIR is made up of twenty- four  boy choristers and 
fourteen gentlemen (made up of seven lay-clerks and up to seven choral scholars) who contribute to 
the pattern of daily cathedral worship singing for at least five services every week. The Choir also 
sings at various special services and events both locally, in the Cathedral and the Diocese of 
Portsmouth and on tour  to  Belgium, Holland, Sweden, France and, more recently, Estonia, Denmark 
and The French Alps .  

The Choir was involved in the 60th Anniversary of DDay commemorations during 2004.  This trip 
saw two BBC Radio broadcasts, a concert in Caen with the London Mozart Players and the 
International Service of Remembrance at Bayeux in the presence of HM The Queen, President Chirac 
and the Rt Hon Tony Blair.  In 2005, as part of Trafalgar 200 they performed at the International 
Drumhead Ceremony in June, and at events aboard HMS Victory during Trafalgar Week (three BBC 
radio and TV broadcasts). Our 'Nelson year' concluded with a live broadcast of Choral Evensong on 
BBC Radio 3 on the day 200 years ago that Nelson's body sailed from Portsmouth to London for his 
State Funeral. The Choir has also made a number of recordings, including a reconstruction of music 
from Admiral Lord Nelson’s Funeral year and ‘I look from afar’ – a recording of Advent and 
Christmas carols closely followed by 'Portsmouth Remembers'.  In 2008 we recorded Harvey 
Brough's DDay 60 cantata 'Valete in Pace' with The Britten Sinfonia, Clare College Choir, Cambridge, 
Mark le Broq and Andrew Parrott.   
 
DAVID PRICE was appointed Organist and Master of the Choristers at Portsmouth Cathedral in 
1996 – becoming the youngest cathedral organist in the country at that time. In his time at 
Portsmouth David has overseen the building of the nave organ, the establishment of a joint scheme 
between diocese and cathedral to support parish music-making, and a Gap Year project for Choral 
Scholars in partnership with Portsmouth Grammar School and Portsmouth Music Service.  
 
David is a regular broadcaster on television and radio. He has recently appeared on BBC Radio 
Three’s  ‘In Tune’ and ‘Choral Evensong’ as well as on BBC Radio 4 and BBCtv Songs of Praise. His 
John Amner recording for Hyperion was Editor’s Choice in ‘Gramophone’. He has played recitals at 
Westminster Abbey, St Paul's Cathedral, Trinity Church Copenhagen and Chambery Cathedral. He is 
an Honorary Fellow of The Academy of St Cecilia and holds an Honorary Doctorate of Music from 
Portsmouth University.  
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Texts & 
Translations 

 
1. Kyrie 
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie Eleison.  
 
[Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord 
have mercy.] 
 
2. Hodie Christus  
 
Hodie Christus natus est: 
Hodie Salvator apparuit: 
Hodie in terra canunt Angeli, 
laetantur Archangeli 
Hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Alleluia. 
 
[Today Christ is born: 
Today the Saviour appeared: 
Today on Earth the Angels sing, 
Archangels rejoice: 
Today the righteous rejoice, saying: 
Glory to God in the highest. 
Alleluia.] 

 
3. I saw three ships 
 
I saw three ships come sailing in 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
I saw three ships come sailing in 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   
And what was in those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day? 
And what was in those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day in the morning? 
 
Our Saviour Christ and his Lady, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Our Saviour Christ and his Lady, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 
Pray, wither sailed those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Pray, wither sailed those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day in the morning? 
 
O they sailed into Bethlehem, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
O they sailed into Bethlehem, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 
And all the bells on earth shall ring, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the bells on earth shall ring, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 
And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
And all the souls on earth shall sing, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the souls on earth shall sing, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Then let us all rejoice amen, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Then let us all rejoice amen, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
4. Gloria in Excelsis Deo 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Et in terra pax homínibus  
Bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, 
Benedicimus te, 
Adoramus te, 
Glorificamus te, 
Gratias agimus tibi  
Propter magnam gloriam tuam, 
Domine Deus, Rex cælestis, 
Deus Pater omnípotens. 
Domine Fili Unigenite, Jesu Christe, 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Fílius Patris, 
Qui tollis peccata mundi,  
Miserere nobis; 

  Qui tollis peccata mundi,  
Suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,  
Miserere nobis. 
Quóniam tu solus Sanctus,  
Tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, 
Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu:  
In gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 
[Glory be to God on high. 
And in earth peace  
Goodwill towards men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We praise thee. 
We bless thee. 
We worship thee. 
We glorify thee. 
We give thanks to thee  
For thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heavenly King 
God the Father almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy upon us. 

  Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy upon us. 
Thou that sittest at the right of the Father, 
Receive our prayer. 
For thou only art Holy. Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only art the Most High. 
Thou only, O Jesus Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art Most High in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.] 

 
5. The Call 
 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a light as shows a feast, 
Such a feast as mends in length, 
Such a strength as makes his guest. 
 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a joy as none can move, 
Such a love as none can part, 
Such a heart as joys in love. 
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MUSIC 
 
The pieces on this disc reflect a journey through the Christian year. Advent is a time of expectancy 
and of penitence, waiting to welcome God's incarnate love. The Kyrie Eleison is an ancient Greek 
text sung at the opening of every celebration of the eucharist.  The setting here is taken from 
Vaughan Williams' Mass of 1922, drawing upon the modal harmonies of English polyphony. It is 
written for a quartet of solo voices and double choir. 'Hodie Christus Natus Est' is the antiphon for 
the first mass of Christmas Day: it will perhaps be familiar as the processional from Benjamin 
Britten’s ‘Ceremony of Carols’. At Christmas it is a tradition at Portsmouth, for obvious reasons, to 
begin the Christmas Morning eucharist with the joyful unaccompanied carol ‘I Saw Three Ships’. The 
Gloria announces the song of the angels at the birth of the Messiah. This example, drawn from the 
late mediaeval plainsong Mass VIII, sometimes known as the 'Missa de Angelis', would originally have 
been sung by a cantor and choir of monks. Whilst 'The Call', 'Creator of the Stars of Night' and 
'Faithful Magi' all are appropriate to the season of the Epiphany, the Coventry Carol for three voices 
reflects in its spare mediaeval harmonies Herod’s massacre of the Holy Innocents. The 'Carol for 
Emmaus' takes us through Epiphany to the Nunc Dimittis and Candlemas, when the aged Simeon, 
realising that he has at last seen the Redeemer whom he has awaited so long, can now at last depart 
in peace. This setting by Herbert Howells was commissioned in the 1940s by King’s College, 
Cambridge. Nicholas Farrant has left us few extant compositions but 'Call to Remembrance' is a 
penitential piece, suitable for the season of Lent, and asks the Christian conscience to examine itself 
for the test of Holy Week and Easter to come. 'If Ye Love Me' and 'Ubi Caritas' are sung at the 
eucharist of Maundy Thursday, recalling Christ's injunction to the disciples to adhere to God's 
teachings of universal peace and charity to all. The centrality of the eucharist is commemorated in 
Byrd's miniature masterpiece 'Ave Verum Corpus' which reflects the sacrifice of Christ in the 
shedding of his blood. Victoria’s 'O Vos Omnes' and 'Consider All Ye' by Amner both capture the 
desolation on Good Friday of the deserted and crucified Jesus before Vaughan Williams' 'Easter' 
shatters the darkness with its triumphant choruses declaiming George Herbert's poem of faith in the 
Resurrection. This mood of joy continues in the Great Choir's rendition of one of the most famous 
of all hymn tunes, 'All People That On Earth Do Dwell', preceding the final responses by Naylor, 
which are customarily sung at the end of each service of evening prayer at Portsmouth, giving God 
thanks for bringing His people safely through each day and each season of the year. 
 
 
Martin Cawte, June 2009  
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Translations 

 
1. Kyrie 
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie Eleison.  
 
[Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord 
have mercy.] 
 
2. Hodie Christus  
 
Hodie Christus natus est: 
Hodie Salvator apparuit: 
Hodie in terra canunt Angeli, 
laetantur Archangeli 
Hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Alleluia. 
 
[Today Christ is born: 
Today the Saviour appeared: 
Today on Earth the Angels sing, 
Archangels rejoice: 
Today the righteous rejoice, saying: 
Glory to God in the highest. 
Alleluia.] 

 
3. I saw three ships 
 
I saw three ships come sailing in 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
I saw three ships come sailing in 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   
And what was in those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day? 
And what was in those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day in the morning? 
 
Our Saviour Christ and his Lady, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Our Saviour Christ and his Lady, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 
Pray, wither sailed those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Pray, wither sailed those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day in the morning? 
 
O they sailed into Bethlehem, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
O they sailed into Bethlehem, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 
And all the bells on earth shall ring, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the bells on earth shall ring, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 
And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
And all the souls on earth shall sing, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the souls on earth shall sing, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Then let us all rejoice amen, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Then let us all rejoice amen, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

 
4. Gloria in Excelsis Deo 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Et in terra pax homínibus  
Bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, 
Benedicimus te, 
Adoramus te, 
Glorificamus te, 
Gratias agimus tibi  
Propter magnam gloriam tuam, 
Domine Deus, Rex cælestis, 
Deus Pater omnípotens. 
Domine Fili Unigenite, Jesu Christe, 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Fílius Patris, 
Qui tollis peccata mundi,  
Miserere nobis; 

  Qui tollis peccata mundi,  
Suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,  
Miserere nobis. 
Quóniam tu solus Sanctus,  
Tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, 
Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu:  
In gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 
[Glory be to God on high. 
And in earth peace  
Goodwill towards men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We praise thee. 
We bless thee. 
We worship thee. 
We glorify thee. 
We give thanks to thee  
For thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heavenly King 
God the Father almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy upon us. 

  Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy upon us. 
Thou that sittest at the right of the Father, 
Receive our prayer. 
For thou only art Holy. Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only art the Most High. 
Thou only, O Jesus Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art Most High in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.] 

 
5. The Call 
 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a light as shows a feast, 
Such a feast as mends in length, 
Such a strength as makes his guest. 
 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a joy as none can move, 
Such a love as none can part, 
Such a heart as joys in love. 
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