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Tracklist Programme Note
The title of this recording Pianoscape 

(piano[forte] and [land]scape) recognises 
the fact that I can always ‘see’ landscapes 
or some other types of view as I compose. 
However, even pieces named after places 
are not necessarily ‘programme music’ in 
any obvious sense: their ‘locations’ have 
been most clearly experienced internally – 
seen in the mind’s eye. 

Home Street, the first of two sonatinas 
in the present recording, is an anonymised 
celebration of a road in which I used to 
live. The first movement, with considerable 
textural variety, perhaps suggests a search 
which is ultimately unsuccessful: the number 
142 in the title did not exist in my road! The 
reflective middle movement, Apple Trees, 
bears the original name of the house in 
which I lived. A lively piece entitled The 
Artist’s Garden: A Spring Rises concludes 
the work.

In the Four Short Numbers For Piano 
locations have still been seen in the mind’s 
eye, but have been too fleeting or change-
able to prompt place-name titles. The word 
‘number’ can refer to a piece of music, as 
well as to a numeral. The numerals in the 

titles go from one to four in Greek (‘ena’, etc.), 
in honour of the pianists who have recorded 
this digital EP, and for whose previous work 
on my behalf I am deeply grateful. These 
four pieces were designed to be accessible 
to students and others with a solid basic 
technique, but with Tria, the third, being a 
little more demanding than the others.

The Toccata Pigeons on the Wires was 
composed after watching wood pigeons 
attempting to balance on the telephone 
wires some yards from my study window – 
and succeeding despite lots of wobbling. 
Accordingly, much of the music has 
changing time signatures (some compound, 
some not), with a steadier, more lyrical, 
section in between.

The other sonatina is subtitled Three 
Wiltshire Scenes. All the scenes are based 
in or around places in the county of my birth. 
You won’t find Chapel Hill (first movement) on 
the map: it is my name for the high ground 
behind a now disused Baptist chapel. The 
roses of the second movement grew, very 
fragrantly, in my grandparents’ front garden in 
Melksham. The bridge of the third movement 
is over the Kennet and Avon Canal.

HOME STREET
1 i Looking for Number 142                                      2 04
2 ii The House called 'Apple Trees'                           2 19
3 iii The Artist's Garden: A Spring Rises                     2 04

FOUR SHORT NUMBERS FOR PIANO
4 i Ena                                                                       2 46
5 ii Thio                                                                     2 32
6 iii Tria                                                                       2 52
7 iv Tessera                                                                2 18

8 Toccata: Pigeons on the Wires                                 3 38

MEMORANDA (THREE WILSHIRE SCENES)
9 i Clear View from Chapel Hill                                 2 33
10 ii Rose Garden                                                       3 16
11 iii Canal Bridge                                                       2 37

 Total running time                                                   29 05
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