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SOLUTIONS

H&B Solutions, LLC

37534 Oliver Drive
Selbyville, DE 19975

Tel: 410.292.4385

May 16, 2024

Department of Natural Resources

Wildlife & Heritage Service

580 Taylor Ave. | Tawes Office Bldg E-1
Annapolis, MD 21401

Attn:  Ms. Lori Byrne

Re: Jade Meadow IlI Solar Project
Garrett County, MD
Project No: 23005.00

Dear Ms. Byme:

H&B Solutions, LLC (“H&B”) is acting as the local consultant for Jade Meadow Il LLC for the State
and Local environmental/regulatory reviews and permitting associated with this project.

Enclosed is a preliminary concept solar array layout as well as a table with project parcel details for
your information and use. The Project is located primarily in Garrett County on various properties in
proximity to Westernport and Barton along Route 36/Route 135. A small segment (approximately
3,500') of the overhead collector line will be located in Allegany County. The Project will consist of
twenty-six (26) parcels, many of which are contiguous. Portions of six (6) parcels will be needed for
easements to accommodate the various collector lines. As proposed by the Applicant, the Project
will be approximately three hundred (300.0) MW AC fixed-tilt solar photovoltaic with a limit of
disturbance of approximately two thousand one hundred (2,100) acres.

Based on our preliminary desktop reviews this site is not within the Critical Area, not within 1,000
feet of any Tier Il streams or catchment areas, and wetlands onsite will be buffered and avoided as
part of the design. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning
and Consultation (IPaC) tool was used to determine potential species of concern within the project
area under federal jurisdiction. The IPaC identified the following:

Group Name Status
Insects Monarch But.terﬂy Candidate
(Danaus Plexippus)

Indiana Bat
Mammals (Myotis Sodalis) Endangered
Northern Long-Eared Bat
Mammals (Myotis Septentrionalis) Endangered

The IPaC species list is included as Attachment A: IPaC Project Code 2024-0057478 for your
reference and includes the most recent project area of investigation (AQI).

The purpose of this letter is to introduce you to the project and request your input related to Rare,
Threatened, and Endangered Species. The Project parcels are not located within a zoned district of
the County according to the Garrett County Zoning Map. The underlying zoning for the Project in
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Allegany County is C. The parcels consist primarily of previously mined areas, reclaimed areas,
wooded and/or previously timbered areas, and open fields.

It should be noted that the Applicant’s environmental consultant, ECS Mid-Atlantic, Inc. did observe
a state endangered plant (American gromwell) onsite while performing environmental field work;
however, the observation occurred outside of the proposed LOD (coordinates 39.49265, -79.07334).

We would appreciate DNR'’s written confirmation that the proposed project does not pose any impact
to Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species so that we may provide documentation to the Public
Service Commission in these regards as part of the CPCN process.

Thank you for your consideration in these regards.

Sincerely,
H&B Solutions, LLC

f

|
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YD W

Melissa S. Hall Dane S. Bauer
Managing Member Member

Enclosures



Jade Meadow 3 Property Tables

The Project parcels are shown in Table 1 below and comprise approximately four thousand four hundred ninety-one

Table 1 - Parcels

(4,507.60) acres.

Pro;;erty County | Tax Map Grid Parcel
1 Garrett 0062 0004 0002
2 Garrett 0062 0010 0029
3 Garrett 0062 0009 0010
4 Garrett 0062 0013 0030
5 Garrett 0062 0022 0033
6 Garrett 0062 0006 0006
7 Garrett 0062 0008 0007
8 Garrett 0062 0010 0011
9 Garrett 0062 0011 0012
10 Garrett 0062 0014 0013
11 Garrett 0062 0003 0028
12 Garrett 0062 0020 0014
13 Garrett 0062 0022 0015

Property

# County | Tax Map Grid Parcel
14 Garrett 0062 0016 0017
15 Garrett 0062 0007 0022
16 Garrett 0070 0010 0031
17 Garrett 0062 0018 0040
18 Garrett 0062 0016 0016
19 Garrett 0062 0017 0018
20 Garrett 0055 0001 0014
21 Garrett 0054 0012 0018
22 Garrett 0054 0006 0012
23 Garrett 0046 0024 0042
24 Garrett 0055 0001 0015
25 Garrett 0055 0007 0003
26 Garrett 0062 0022 0032

The Easement Only parcels are shown in Table 2 below and comprise approximately one thousand seventy (1,322.59)

acres.

Table 2 - Easement Only Parcels

Pro;;erty County I\-II-IZ);() Grid Parcel
27 Garrett 0062 0006 0031
28 Garrett 0054 0018 0006
29 Garrett 0054 0024 0007
30 Garrett 0047 0019 0010
31 Allegany 0068 0007 0209
32 Allegany 0068 0001 0226




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401-7307
Phone: (410) 573-4599 Fax: (410) 266-9127

In Reply Refer To: March 04, 2024
Project Code: 2024-0057478
Project Name: Jade Meadow III

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the [PaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through IPaC by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(©)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
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evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook™" at: https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
endangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts, see Migratory Bird Permit | What We Do | U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service (fws.gov).

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation-

migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit
to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
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OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive

Annapolis, MD 21401-7307

(410) 573-4599

30f6



Project code: 2024-0057478 03/04/2024

PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0057478
Project Name: Jade Meadow III
Project Type: Power Gen - Solar

Project Description: Solar

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@39.51768865,-79.06613473131593,14z

Counties: Allegany and Garrett counties, Maryland
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES

There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
MAMMALS
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

= Consultation in this area is only required for wind power projects.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

INSECTS
NAME STATUS
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.
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Project code: 2024-0057478

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION

Agency: Private Entity

Name: Mia Lenzenweger

Address: 1340 Charwood Rd

Address Line 2: Suite B

City: Hanover

State: MD

Zip: 21076

Email mlenzenweger@ecslimited.com
Phone: 4108594300

03/04/2024
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¥ MARYLAND

Aruna Miller, Lt. Governor

W rd P DEPARTMENT OF Josh Kurtz, Secretary

e NATURAL RESOURCES David Goshorn, Deputy Secretary

June 20, 2024

Ms. Melissa S. Hall
H&B Solutions, LLC
37534 Oliver Drive
Selbyville, DE 19975

RE: Environmental Review for Jade Meadow I11 Solar Project, 4491 Acres Along MD 36/MD 135 in
Westernport/Barton area, Garrett and Allegany County, Maryland.

Dear Ms. Hall:

For Property #4 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 30), Property #7 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 7), Property #13 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 15), Property #15 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 22), Property #17 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 40),
Property #20 (GA Tax Map 55 Parcel 14), Property #21 (GA Tax Map 54 Parcel 18), Property #22 (GA Tax
Map 54 Parcel 12), Property #23 (GA Tax Map 46 Parcel 42), Property #24 (GA Tax Map 55 Parcel 15),
Property #25 (GA Tax Map 55 Parcel 3), Property #26 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 32), Property #27 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 31), Property #28 (GA Tax Map 54 Parcel 6), and Property #29 (GA Tax Map 54 Parcel 7), the
Wildlife and Heritage Service has no official records for State or Federal listed, candidate, proposed, or rare
plant or animal species within the project area shown on the map provided. As a result, we have no specific
concerns regarding potential impacts to such species or recommendations for protection measures at this time.

For Property #1 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 2), Property #2 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 29), Property #3 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 10), Property #5 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 33), Property #6 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 6),
Property #8 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 11), Property #9 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 12), Property #10 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 13), Property #11 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 28), Property #12 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 14),
Property #18 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 16), Property #19 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 18), Property #31 (AL Tax
Map 68 Parcel 209) and Property #32 (AL Tax Map 68 Parcel 226), there is overlap with the Aaron Run Fields
site which is known to support the Henslow’s Sparrow (Centronyx henslowii), a species with In Need of
Conservation status in Maryland. It is a rare breeding bird in Maryland, and is known to nest in weedy areas or
wet meadows (often reclaimed mine grasslands). This species has been documented on several of these parcels.

For Property #14 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 17), there is an historical record of the state-listed endangered
Virginia Mallow (Ripariosida hermaphrodita) and an occurrence of the state-listed endangered Allegheny
Woodrat (Neotoma magister) documented on the site. These species may still occur on the project site and be
impacted by the proposed project. In Maryland, habitat for the Virginia Mallow is generally described as:
Frequently scoured gravel bars and river island shorelines. The Allegheny Woodrat requires complex
talus/scree habitat with deep crevices.

For Property #16 (GA Tax Map 70 Parcel 31), there is overlap with part of the Savage River at Bloomington
site, which is known to support the Appalachian Cottontail (Sylvilagus obscurus), a species with In Need of
Conservation status in Maryland.

Tawes State Office Building z 580 Taylor Avenue Z Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410-260-8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877-620-8DNR z dnr.maryland.gov Z TTY Users Call via the Maryland Relay
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For Property #30 (GA Tax Map 47 Parcel 10), there is overlap with Russell Road Bog which supports rare
species including the state-listed endangered Low Rough Aster (Eurybia radula) as well as rare species of
plants and animals considered vulnerable to collection. There is potential for such rare species to occur on this
site where they may be directly impacted by the proposed project. The habitat for Low Rough Aster in
Maryland is generally described as: Acidic seepage wetlands.

Also, our remote analysis suggests that the forested area on this property contains Forest Interior Dwelling
Species (FIDS) habitat, especially for birds. Populations of many bird species which depend on this type of
forested habitat are declining in Maryland and throughout the Eastern United States. The declines in FIDS
populations have been attributed in part to the loss and fragmentation of forests due largely to urbanization,
agriculture, and some forest management practices. The key to maintaining suitable breeding habitat for FIDS,
and halting or reversing their declines, is the protection of extensive, unbroken forested areas throughout the
region. The conservation of FIDS habitat throughout Maryland is strongly encouraged by the Wildlife and
Heritage Service.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If you should have any further questions
regarding this information, please contact me at lori.byrne@maryland.gov or at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely,

Lori A. Byrne,

Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service

MD Dept. of Natural Resources

ER# 2024.0866.ga/al
Cc: M. Zagorski, DNR
F. Kelley, DNR
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For Property #14 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 17), there is an historical record of the state-listed endangered
Virginia Mallow (Ripariosida hermaphrodita) and an occurrence of the state-listed endangered Allegheny
Woodrat (Neotoma magister) documented on the site. In Maryland, habitat for the Virginia Mallow is generally
described as: Frequently scoured gravel bars and river island shorelines. The Virginia Mallow is classified as a
facultative species in the Eastern Mountains/Piedmont Region of Maryland, so it is not restricted to wetland
habitats. It does require open habitat. Late July is an appropriate time of year to survey for this species,
following our protocol. The Allegheny Woodrat requires complex talus/scree habitat with deep crevices. The
presence of the Allegheny Woodrat should be assumed, given that it has been documented on this site and that it
is difficult to confirm presence/absence. The original record was located on the parcel northeast of Parcel 17
(no number available). If the appropriate habitat of either of these species occurs within the project’s limits-o0f-
disturbance, then we would request project details for these parcels, so that protection measures can be
developed.

For Property #16 (GA Tax Map 70 Parcel 31), there is overlap with part of the Savage River at Bloomington
site, which is known to support the Appalachian Cottontail (Sylvilagus obscurus), a species with In Need of
Conservation status in Maryland. The presence of the Appalachian Cottontail should be assumed, given that it
has been documented on site and that it is difficult to confirm presence/absence. If the appropriate habitat for
this species occurs within the project’s limits-of-disturbance, then we would request project details for these
parcels, so that protection measures can be developed. Habitat for the Appalachian Cottontail has been
described as forested or cut over forest with rhododendron, laurel, or other dense understory in steep terrain,
often with field or grass nearby, and burrows in rock crevices.

For Property #30 (GA Tax Map 47 Parcel 10), there is overlap with Russell Road Bog which supports rare
species including the state-listed endangered Low Rough Aster (Eurybia radula) as well as rare species of
plants and animals considered vulnerable to collection. There is potential for such rare species to occur on this
site where they may be directly impacted by the proposed project. The habitat for Low Rough Aster in
Maryland is generally described as: Acidic seepage wetlands, and it is considered a wetland obligate. \We
would recommend determining if suitable habitat is present on site, and if suitable habitat is identified we
recommend surveying for the Low Rough Aster during the time of year when it is most readily identifiable,
during flowering and fruiting in mid-September. In addition, there is a record for a population of state-listed
endangered Stiff Gentian (Gentianella quinquefolia) in the immediate vicinity, and it could potentially occur on
the nearby parcels included in the project’s study area. We would encourage the applicant to have a survey
conducted for this species in all areas of suitable habitat on this parcel, during the time of year when it is most
readily identifiable. This species is considered to be falcultative and is found in open habitats such as field,
meadows, and roadbanks. Stiff Gentian flowers in September, so surveys for Stiff Gentian and for Low Rough
Aster could be conducted at the same time. The state-listed endangered Frosted Elfin (Callophrys irus) is also
documented at this site. If there is disturbance proposed for any areas of potential Frosted Elfin habitat by the
proposed project, then a survey for this species should be conducted by an observer familiar with the species,
prior to any disturbance. Habitat suitable for Frosted Elfin is meadows and sparse woodlands with the larval
host plants wild indigo (Baptisia spp.) and sundial lupine (Lupinus perennis). Please note that the Stiff Gentian
and Frosted Elfin are considered to be highly vulnerable to collection in Maryland, and any information
regarding their locations in this vicinity should not be made available outside of the group involved in the
review and survey/results.

Also, our remote analysis suggests that the forested area on this property contains Forest Interior Dwelling
Species (FIDS) habitat, especially for birds. Populations of many bird species which depend on this type of
forested habitat are declining in Maryland and throughout the Eastern United States. The declines in FIDS
populations have been attributed in part to the loss and fragmentation of forests due largely to urbanization,
agriculture, and some forest management practices.
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The key to maintaining suitable breeding habitat for FIDS, and halting or reversing their declines, is the
protection of extensive, unbroken forested areas throughout the region. The conservation of FIDS habitat
throughout Maryland is strongly encouraged by the Wildlife and Heritage Service.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If you should have any further questions
regarding this information, please contact me at lori.byrne@maryland.gov or at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely,

c?%u'a- B

Lori A. Byrne,

Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service

MD Dept. of Natural Resources

ER# 2024.0866x.ga/al
Cc: M. Zagorski, DNR
C. Frye, DNR
K. McCarthy, DNR
L. Davidson, DNR
F. Kelley, DNR
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From: Melissa Hall

To: Lori Byrne -DNR-
Cc: Megan Zagorski -DNR-; Katharine McCarthy -DNR-; Chris Frye -DNR-; Dane Bauer; Hunter Maret; Michael
Svedeman; Lynn M. Davidson; max.ferlauto@maryland.gov; MICHAEL E BACON (MBacon@ecslimited.com)
Subject: RE: Jade III - DNR RTE Follow-Up
Date: Friday, August 9, 2024 6:47:00 AM
Attachments: MDNR Revised Response Letter JMIII Comments 20240808.pdf
image001.png

Henslows Sparrow DNR Response Jade Meadow III VHB MEMO.pdf

Lori:

Please see the attached comment response letter to your July 18t update as well as supporting memo from
VHB. We will follow up with the interim T&E survey report from ECS next week.

Thanks.

Melissa Schmid Hall
410.292.4385

SOLUTIONS

From: Lori Byrne -DNR- <lori.byrne@maryland.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 4:00 PM

To: Melissa Hall <mhall@hallandbauer.com>

Cc: Megan Zagorski -DNR- <megan.zagorski@maryland.gov>; Katharine McCarthy -DNR-
<katharine.mccarthy@maryland.gov>; Chris Frye -DNR- <chris.frye@maryland.gov>; Dane Bauer
<dbauer@hallandbauer.com>; Hunter Maret <hmaret@revrenewables.com>; Michael Svedeman
<msvedeman@revrenewables.com>; MICHAEL E BACON (MBacon@ecslimited.com)
<MBacon@ecslimited.com>; Lynn M. Davidson <lynn.davidson@maryland.gov>

Subject: Re: Jade Il - DNR RTE Follow-Up

Dear Ms. Hall,

Please see attached for an update to our original response letter, with answers to your
questions and additional information relating to RT&E species followup. This may
eliminate the need to meet on Wednesday, but | will leave that to those on this list.

Thank you.
Lori
Lori A. Byrne
Environmental Review Coordinator
R Wildlife and Heritage Service

dnr.marvland.gov | pepartment of Natural Resources
580 Taylor Avenue, E-1
Annapolis, MD 21401




410-260-8573 (office)
410-260-8596 (FAX)

lori.byrne@maryland.gov

On Thu, Jul 18, 2024 at 3:27 PM Melissa Hall <mhall@hallandbauer.com> wrote:

Microsoft Teams reed helo?

Join the meeting now

Meeting ID: 212 581992 948
Passcode: Us78gx

For organizers: Meeting options
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https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
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¥ MARYLAND

Aruna Miller, Lt. Governor

_-’/Ld/ DEPARTMENT OF Josh Kurtz, Secretary
'f/=—‘-/ NATURAL RESOURCES David Goshorn, Deputy Secretary

July 18, 2024

Ms. Melissa S. Hall
H&B Solutions, LLC
37534 Oliver Drive
Selbyville, DE 19975

RE: Follow-Up to Environmental Review for Jade Meadow 111 Solar Project, 4491 Acres Along MD
36/MD 135 in Westernport/Barton area, Garrett and Allegany County, Maryland.

Dear Ms. Hall:

The purpose of this letter is to clarify some of the rare species information provided in our original response
dated June 20, 2024, for guidance regarding the need for surveys of rare species. The updated information is in
blue font.

For Property #4 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 30), Property #7 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 7), Property #13 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 15), Property #15 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 22), Property #17 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 40),
Property #20 (GA Tax Map 55 Parcel 14), Property #21 (GA Tax Map 54 Parcel 18), Property #22 (GA Tax
Map 54 Parcel 12), Property #23 (GA Tax Map 46 Parcel 42), Property #24 (GA Tax Map 55 Parcel 15),
Property #25 (GA Tax Map 55 Parcel 3), Property #26 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 32), Property #27 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 31), Property #28 (GA Tax Map 54 Parcel 6), and Property #29 (GA Tax Map 54 Parcel 7), the
Wildlife and Heritage Service has no official records for State or Federal listed, candidate, proposed, or rare
plant or animal species within the project area shown on the map provided. As a result, we have no specific
concerns regarding potential impacts to such species or recommendations for protection measures at this time.

For Property #1 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 2), Property #2 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 29), Property #3 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 10), Property #5 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 33), Property #6 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 6),
Property #8 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 11), Property #9 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 12), Property #10 (GA Tax
Map 62 Parcel 13), Property #11 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 28), Property #12 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 14),
Property #18 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 16), Property #19 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 18), Property #31 (AL Tax
Map 68 Parcel 209) and Property #32 (AL Tax Map 68 Parcel 226), there is overlap with the Aaron Run Fields
site which is known to support the Henslow’s Sparrow (Centronyx henslowii), a species with In Need of
Conservation status in Maryland. It is a rare breeding bird in Maryland, and is known to nest in weedy areas or
wet meadows (often reclaimed mine grasslands). Henslow’s Sparrow is thought to be a grassland breeding bird
species that requires large areas of habitat to successfully nest. This species has been documented on several of
these parcels. The presence of the Henslow’s Sparrow should be assumed, given the difficulty in confirming its
absence in an area where it was previously documented. If suitable habitat occurs within the project’s limits-of-
disturbance, then we would request project details for these parcels, so that protection measures can be
developed. While species listed as In Need of Conservation do not require a permit for incidental take, the
Department works with state permitting agencies through the permit review process to conserve these species
with the goal of preventing further decline and future listing as Threatened.

Tawes State Office Building — 580 Taylor Avenue — Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410-260-8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877-620-8DNR — dnr.maryland.gov — TTY Users Call via the Maryland Relay
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- Jade Meadow I11 response: We have attached a response from our subject matter expert, Dr. Douglas
DeBerry of VHB, inc. to this transmittal. Jade Meadow 111 will utilize native grasses and forbs as part of
its vegetation reseeding, and a mowing program based on time of year and frequency to maintain
appropriate vegetative cover for the Henslow’s sparrow.

For Property #14 (GA Tax Map 62 Parcel 17), there is an historical record of the state-listed endangered
Virginia Mallow (Ripariosida hermaphrodita) and an occurrence of the state-listed endangered Allegheny
Woodrat (Neotoma magister) documented on the site. In Maryland, habitat for the Virginia Mallow is generally
described as: Frequently scoured gravel bars and river island shorelines.
- The Virginia Mallow is classified as a facultative species in the Eastern Mountains/Piedmont Region of
Maryland, so it is not restricted to wetland habitats. It does require open habitat. Late July is an
appropriate time of year to survey for this species, following our protocol.

o Jade Meadow I11 response: A survey for the Virginia Mallow was conducted on 7/25/2024 on
an expanded survey area including portions of Property #8, #9, #14, #18, and #19 encompassing
the east edge (prop. #8, #14, #18) and south edge (prop. #9, #19) of the limit of disturbance. No
presence of the Virginia Mallow was observed by ECS Mid-Atlantic during the survey, however
potential habitat may exist, as exhibited by the prevalence of Japanese Knotweed. Jade Meadow
Il proposes to avoid any potential habitat by means of a 50-foot setback from any potential
habitat identified by ECS Mid-Atlantic’s future report, to the LOD.

- The Allegheny Woodrat requires complex talus/scree habitat with deep crevices. The presence of the
Allegheny Woodrat should be assumed, given that it has been documented on this site and that it is
difficult to confirm presence/absence. The original record was located on the parcel northeast of Parcel
17 (no number available). If the appropriate habitat of either of these species occurs within the project’s
limits-of-disturbance, then we would request project details for these parcels, so that protection
measures can be developed.

o Jade Meadow I11 response: A survey for the Allegheny Woodrat was conducted on 7/25/2024
on an expanded survey area including portions of Property #8, #9, #14, #18, and #19
encompassing the east edge (prop. #8, #14, #18) and south edge (prop. #9, #19) of the limit of
disturbance. No presence of the Allegheny Woodrat was observed by ECS Mid-Atlantic during
the survey, however potential habitat may exist, exhibited by the prevalence of rocky
outcroppings. Jade Meadow 111 proposes to avoid any potential habitat by means of a 50-foot
setback from any potential habitat identified by ECS Mid-Atlantic’s future report, to the LOD.

For Property #16 (GA Tax Map 70 Parcel 31), there is overlap with part of the Savage River at Bloomington
site, which is known to support the Appalachian Cottontail (Sylvilagus obscurus), a species with In Need of
Conservation status in Maryland. The presence of the Appalachian Cottontail should be assumed, given that it
has been documented on site and that it is difficult to confirm presence/absence. If the appropriate habitat for
this species occurs within the project’s limits-of-disturbance, then we would request project details for these
parcels, so that protection measures can be developed. Habitat for the Appalachian Cottontail has been
described as forested or cut over forest with rhododendron, laurel, or other dense understory in steep terrain,
often with field or grass nearby, and burrows in rock crevices.

- Jade Meadow I11 response: All areas within Property 16 will be removed from the project LOD in
addition to two acres of LOD located in the southern-most portion of Property #10 and two acres of
LOD in the eastern-most portion of Property #12.



For Property #30 (GA Tax Map 47 Parcel 10), there is overlap with Russell Road Bog which supports rare
species including the state-listed endangered Low Rough Aster (Eurybia radula) as well as rare species of
plants and animals considered vulnerable to collection. There is potential for such rare species to occur on this
site where they may be directly impacted by the proposed project. The habitat for Low Rough Aster in
Maryland is generally described as: Acidic seepage wetlands, and it is considered a wetland obligate. \We
would recommend determining if suitable habitat is present on site, and if suitable habitat is identified we
recommend surveying for the Low Rough Aster during the time of year when it is most readily identifiable,
during flowering and fruiting in mid-September. In addition, there is a record for a population of state-listed
endangered Stiff Gentian (Gentianella quinquefolia) in the immediate vicinity, and it could potentially occur on
the nearby parcels included in the project’s study area. We would encourage the applicant to have a survey
conducted for this species in all areas of suitable habitat on this parcel, during the time of year when it is most
readily identifiable. This species is considered to be falcultative and is found in open habitats such as field,
meadows, and roadbanks. Stiff Gentian flowers in September, so surveys for Stiff Gentian and for Low Rough
Aster could be conducted at the same time. The state-listed endangered Frosted Elfin (Callophrys irus) is also
documented at this site. If there is disturbance proposed for any areas of potential Frosted Elfin habitat by the
proposed project, then a survey for this species should be conducted by an observer familiar with the species,
prior to any disturbance. Habitat suitable for Frosted Elfin is meadows and sparse woodlands with the larval
host plants wild indigo (Baptisia spp.) and sundial lupine (Lupinus perennis). Please note that the Stiff Gentian
and Frosted Elfin are considered to be highly vulnerable to collection in Maryland, and any information
regarding their locations in this vicinity should not be made available outside of the group involved in the
review and survey/results.

- Jade Meadow 11 response: The area available to the project for interconnection via a transmission
easement is a ~30 acre portion of land in the southeast portion of Property #30. A survey for Low Rough
Aster habitat, Stiff Gentian habitat and Yellow Wild Indigo was conducted on 7/24/2024. During this
survey, no yellow wild indigo was observed within the LOD. Potential habitat for Low Rough Aster was
observed in the wetland within the existing transmission corridor and the LOD. This wetland will be
removed from the LOD and a 35’ buffer will be imposed. Potential habitat exists for Stiff Gentian in
portions of the LOD in Property #30 and a follow-up survey will be conducted on September 11, 2024
to survey areas of potential habitat within portions of the project LOD.

Also, our remote analysis suggests that the forested area on this property contains Forest Interior Dwelling
Species (FIDS) habitat, especially for birds. Populations of many bird species which depend on this type of
forested habitat are declining in Maryland and throughout the Eastern United States. The declines in FIDS
populations have been attributed in part to the loss and fragmentation of forests due largely to urbanization,
agriculture, and some forest management practices.
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The key to maintaining suitable breeding habitat for FIDS, and halting or reversing their declines, is the
protection of extensive, unbroken forested areas throughout the region. The conservation of FIDS habitat
throughout Maryland is strongly encouraged by the Wildlife and Heritage Service.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If you should have any further questions
regarding this information, please contact me at lori.byrne@maryland.gov or at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely,

G@u'a Bopr—

Lori A. Byrne,

Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service

MD Dept. of Natural Resources

ER# 2024.0866x.ga/al
Cc: M. Zagorski, DNR
C. Frye, DNR
K. McCarthy, DNR
L. Davidson, DNR
F. Kelley, DNR
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Figure 3: Aerial imagery of hay cut, baled and dispersed substantially within Property #2, #3, #8, #9



From: Melissa Hall

To: Lori Byrne -DNR-

Cc: Dane Bauer; Lynn M. Davidson

Subject: RE: Jade III - DNR RTE Follow-Up

Date: Thursday, August 15, 2024 11:09:00 AM

Attachments: MDNR LOD Parcels 20240815.zip
image001.png

MDNR Species V3.pdf

Lori:

See the attached shapefiles that include:
® ERD Project Parcels
o Separate attribute table field for “DNR Species of Concern” for each parcel as documented in
DNR’s revised letter dated July 18 2024.
® Project Limit of Disturbance (LOD) as of May 15 2024

A reference exhibit is also attached for quick viewing if that is helpful as well.

Thanks.

Melissa Schmid Hall
410.292.4385

SOLUTIONS

From: Lori Byrne -DNR- <lori.byrne@maryland.gov>

Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 3:13 PM

To: Melissa Hall <mhall@hallandbauer.com>

Cc: Dane Bauer <dbauer@hallandbauer.com>; Lynn M. Davidson <lynn.davidson@maryland.gov>
Subject: Re: Jade Il - DNR RTE Follow-Up

Dear Ms. Hall,
Would it be possible to get shapefiles from you? | believe this was discussed at the 7/24

meeting but | have not received anything yet. Thank you.

Lori Byrne
Lori A. Byrne
Environmental Review Coordinator
R Wildlife and Heritage Service

dnr.marvland.gov | pepartment of Natural Resources
580 Taylor Avenue, E-1
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-260-8573 (office)
410-260-8596 (FAX)

lori.byrne@maryland.gov



mailto:mhall@hallandbauer.com
mailto:lori.byrne@maryland.gov
mailto:dbauer@hallandbauer.com
mailto:lynn.davidson@maryland.gov
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandDNR/
https://twitter.com/MarylandDNR
http://dnr.maryland.gov/
mailto:lori.byrne@maryland.gov
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