
Macrobius, Commentum Macrobii Ambrosii in somnium Scipionis, 1469  
Houghton Library, Typ 7

Part I: Envisaging the Visionary



Praxapostolos, Constantinople, mid-twelfth century 
Vienna, Österreichische Nationalbibliothek, Ms. Suppl. Gr. 52, f. 1v-2



Ara coeli (Altar of Heaven), Venice, ca. 1400, Stuttgart, Staatsgalerie



Creator omnium deum 
Causa prima 

Voluntas divine 
Forma in potentia 
Materia in potentia 

Causatum primum esse 
Esse create primus 

Primum principium omnium creaturarum  
contines intra se omnes creaturas 

9 Orders of Angels = 
10 intelligences (Avicenna) 

24 Elders 
Celestial Soul 
Rational Soul 
Animal Soul 

Vegetable Soul 
Natura principium corporis 

Primum mobile (stars) 
Saturn 
Jupiter 
Mars 
Sun 

Venus 
Mercury 

Moon 
Fire 
Air 

Water 
Earth 

Treatise on destiny of soul 
Italy, ca. 1200 

 Paris, BnF, ms. lat. 3236A 
ff. 89r, 90r



Vie de Saint-Denis, Paris, 1317 
Paris, BnF, fr. 2090, ff. 12v & 107v



Jacques Bauchant, Des visions Madame sainte Elizabeth des voies et du mont de Dieu 
Paris, BnF ms. fr. 1792, ff. 1r & 5r   Elisabeth of Schönau (ca. 1129–1164)



Paris, BnF, ms. fr. 1792



Birgitta of Sweden (1303-1373), Liber vision, Bk. I



Santa Francesca Romana (1384–1440), Tor de’ Specchi. Rome, late 15th century

Albrecht Dürer 
Christ appearing to a Woman, ca. 1495 

Paris, Louvre



Dante and Beatrice look up at the sources of pure light in heaven.  
Divina Commedia, Italy, N. (Emilia or Padua), late 14th century 

London, British Library, Egerton MS 943, f 179v



Dante and Beatrice before the Empyrean, the Heavenly City, 
 with the congregation of the blessed seated on benches surrounding an empty imperial throne,  

Giovanni di Paolo c. 1450 
Paradiso XXX, Yates Thomson MS 36, f. 184r



Simon Marmion, Visions of Tundal, Ghent, 1475 
Getty Museum, Ms. 30 (87.MN.141.13), ff. 13v & 17r



François Ximenes (c. 1340–1409), Livre des anges (El Llibre dels àngels) 
Genève, Bibliothèque de Genève, ms. fr. 5, f. 1r

Cy commance le livre des anges fait et compilé sur le livre  
de saint Denis De triplici gerarchia, et sur les diz de plusours  
docteurs devoz et contemplatis auxquelx les sains anges  
sont sovent apparuz en visions, et fait mencion ledict  
livre tant de bons anges comme des mauvais



Prose adaption Pèlerinage de vie humaine de Guillaume de Deguileville II. Pierre Michault (d. 1467) 
La danse aux aveugles Hainaut  

Maître d'Antoine Rolin ca. 1500 Genève, Bibliothèque de Genève, Ms. fr. 182, ff. 4v:–5r 
Le premier chapitre de ce present livre fait mention de la vision advenue en dormant a l’acteur de ce livre de la cyté de Iherusalem quil 

apperceut comme en ung myrouer moult grande et de merveilleux edifice et aussi de ceulx qui en elle habitoient.



Arma Christi 
James le Palmer (ca. 1327–1375), Omne Bonum  

London, ca. 1360–1375 
London, British Library, Royal MS 6 E VI-VII



15v: Saint Benedict pointing to the soul of Bishop Germanus being carried up to Heaven (above), the conversion of Saint Paul (below) 
16r:  Vision of God



"All creating I beg, as I hope, have mercy on Roger"  
 "May all things created by God be my medicine.”

Miscellany of Roger  
of Waltham (d. 1332–1341)



Omne Bonum, f. 16v

Pope Benedict XII (r. 1334–1342) 
Benedictus Deus 

Jan. 29, 1336 

Pope John XXII (r. 1316–1334)

By this Constitution which is to remain in force for ever, we, with 
apostolic authority, define the following: According to the general 
disposition of God, the souls of all the saints who departed from this 
world before the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and also of the 
holy apostles, martyrs, confessors, virgins and other faithful who 
died after receiving the holy baptism of Christ—provided they were 
not in need of any purification when they died, or will not be in need 
of any when they die in the future, or else, if they then needed or will 
need some purification, after they have been purified after death—
and again the souls of children who have been reborn by the same 
baptism of Christ or will be when baptism is conferred on them, if 
they die before attaining the use of free will: all these souls, 
immediately (mox) after death and, in the case of those in need of 
purification, after the purification mentioned above, since the 
ascension of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ into heaven, already 
before they take up their bodies again and before the general 
judgment, have been, are and will be with Christ in heaven, in the 
heavenly kingdom and paradise, joined to the company of the holy 
angels. Since the passion and death of the Lord Jesus Christ, these 
souls have seen and see the divine essence with an intuitive vision 
and even face to face, without the mediation of any creature by way 
of object of vision; rather the divine essence immediately manifests 
itself to them, plainly, clearly and openly, and in this vision they 
enjoy the divine essence . Moreover, by this vision and enjoyment 
the souls of those who have already died are truly blessed and have 
eternal life and rest. Also the souls of those who will die in the future 
will see the same divine essence and will enjoy it before the general 
judgment.Such a vision and enjoyment of the divine essence do 
away with the acts of faith and hope in these souls, inasmuch as 
faith and hope are properly theological virtues. And after such 
intuitive and face-to-face vision and enjoyment has or will have 
begun for these souls, the same vision and enjoyment has 
continued and will continue without any interruption and without end 
until the last Judgment and from then on forever..



Maso di Banco, Individual Judgment 
detail of the Tomb monument of the Bardi di Mangona, 1332–35 or 1336–38 
Florence, Basilica of Santa Croce, N. transept, Bardi di Mangona chapel

Death of the Righteous and Death of the Sinner 
San Pietro, Spoleto, 1275–1300



Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, and His Son at Prayer 
Prayer Book of Philip the Good (1396-1467), 1430-1445  

Vienna, Östereichische Nationalbibliothek, Cod. 1800



Jan van Eyck (c.1390-1441)  
Virgin and Child with Chancellor Rolin 
oil on wood, 66 x 62 cm 
Paris, Musée du Louvre, INV 1271



Quentin Metsys (c.1466-1530) 
 The Money Lender (Banker) and his Wife, 1514 

Paris, Louvre



Theophany of Divine 
Love, Hildegard of 
Bingen, Liber opera 
divinorum (Book of 
Divine Works) 
Rupertsberg, early 13th 
century 
Lucca, Biblioteca 
Statale, Cod. 1942, f. 1v

[ … ] w h e n a t r u e 
vision of the unfailing 
light had shown to 
me, a human being, 
t h e d i v e r s i t y o f 
various morals, of 
which I had been 
q u i t e i g n o r a n t . 
Therefore, I, […] have 
at last turned my 
trembling hands to 
writing. As I have 
done this, I have 
looked to the true and 
living light to see what 
it is I ought to write.

Part II: Hildegard of Bingen (1098–1179)



Scivias, late 12th century/1220 
Zwiefalten (Swabia)/Salem (Bodensee) 

Heidelberg, UB, Cod. Sal. X, 16, ff. 3v–4r



Jerome, from the Bible of Saint-Sulpice 
Central or southeastern France, late 12th century.  
Bourges, BM, ms. 3, fol. 2v 

Gregory the Great 
Teoderic depinxit hic 

Gregory the Great, Dialogues 
London, BL, Harley MS 3011, f. 69v 



Pope Gregory, Collectar, Zwiefalten, ca.1140-1150 
Stuttgart, Württembergische Landesbibliothek 
Cod brev. 128, f. 53C



Ephrem the Syrian, from a miscellany 
Northern France, late 12th century 
Paris, Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal, ms. 233, fol. 49v

Porphyry Instructing Students 
from Porphyry, Isagoge,  

in a compilation of school texts 
France or England, ca. 1170–1190 

Klosterneuburg, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. 1098, fol. 1r



Tree of Jesse 
Lambeth Bible, 1150–1150 
Canterbury or Faversham? 

Isaiah 11.1–3: And there 
shall come forth a rod out 
of the root of Jesse, and a 
flower shall rise up out of 
his root. And the spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon 
him: the spirit of wisdom, 
and of understanding, the 
spirit of counsel, and of 
fortitude, the spirit of 
k n o w l e d g e , a n d o f 
godliness. And he shall be 
filled with the spirit of the 
fear of the Lord.



Fortunatus (ca. 540–600), Vita Radegundis 
Poitiers, Bmun, ms. 250, late 11th century, ff. 21v–22r



Baudovinia (Chelles, 599–614), Gregory of Tours (538–594), Vita Radegundis 
Poitiers, Bmun, ms. 250, late 11th century, ff. 43v–44r





Book I, vision 2 
Creation and Fall

https://www.kulturelles-erbe-koeln.de/documents/obj/40049358/rba_013349



Book I, vision 2 
Creation and Fall







Gustav Klimt, Adèle Bloch-Bauer, NY, Neue Galerie, 1907



Heidelberg, UB Cod. Pal. germ. 105, f. 67v

Part III: Johannes Tauler



Heidelberg, UB Cod. Pal. germ. 105, f. 67v



Book I, vision 1 
God shows himself to Hildegardhttps://www.kulturelles-erbe-koeln.de/documents/obj/40049358/rba_013349



St. Gertrude, Cologne, founded 1257



Votive Panel from St. Gertrude, Cologne, ca. 1465 
Wallraf-Richartz Museum, no. 340–42

Ich sen sy lever sterven dan wider de willen goes leven
Reynicheit, Wolluch army; Komt in mynen wyngart



Heinrich Sause, Exemplar, ca. 1365–1370 
Strasbourg, BNU, ms. 2929, ff. 65v-66r



Petrus Comester, 1325–50  
Aargauer Kantonsbibliothek, MSWettF 9,



Speculum theologiae, Cistercian Abbey of Kamp (Rheinland), ca. 1300 
New Haven, Yale University, Beinecke Library, MS 416



Arma Christi, Brussels, BR ms. 4459–70, ff. 151v & 152v



Sacramentary of Charles the Bald, Metz, ca. 870 
Paris, BnF,  ms. lat. 1141, ff. 5v–6r



Book I, vision 3 
The Cosmic Egg



Book I, vision 4 
Soul & Body

Herrad of Hohenburg 
Heaven, Hortus deliciarum (Garden of Delights) 

Hohenberg (Alsace), ca. 1185



Book I, vision 4 
Soul & Body

Herrad of Hohenburg 
Hell, Hortus deliciarum (Garden of Delights) 

Hohenberg (Alsace), ca. 1185



Book III, vision 12 
Heaven and HellConques, Last Judgment, ca. 1140



Lothian Bible 
New York, Morgan Library, MS M.791



Ripoll Bible 
Paris, BnF, ms. lat. 6, f. 6r



Ripoll Bible 
Paris, BnF, ms. lat. 6, f. 6v



Dives & Lazarus (Luke 16: 19-31) 
Vezelay, 1120–1138

Book I, vision 4 
Man’s Course of Life



Book II, vision 2 
The Trinity

Ambrose, Hexameron libri VI, Regensburg, ca. 1150 
Munich, BSB, Clm 14399, f. 52r

Book II, vision 2 
The Trinity



Book III, vision 12 
Saints & Elect in Glory

Goderannus & Ernesto, Genesis, Lobbes Bible 
Tournai, Episcopal Seminary, ms. 1 

Lobbes, Belgium, 1085





Basil Homilies Hexameron 1125–1150  
Paris, École des Beaux-Art, ms. 12



St. Hubert Bible, Brussels, BR, ms. II 1639, f. 6v ca. 1085



Parc Abbey Bible 
London, British Library, Add. MS 14788, ff. 6v



Bury Bible, 1121–1148  
Cambridge, Corpus Christi, vol. 2, 29v

Floreffe Bible, ca. 1170  
London, BL, Add. MS 17737–38





cf. Job 1,1-2 & 4-5.

EXEMPLAR MORUM DATUR ISTA FIGURA BONORUM + HEC DIVINORUM DOCET ABDITA MYSTERIORUM.


This image is given as a model of good behavior + This teaches the depths of divine mysteries.




Top: See, what remained hidden to Moses, 
is revealed by the voice of the Father, and 
what prophecy hid has been born of Mary.


Center: The old law is fulfilled, so that the 
true sacrifice will be prepared. The wine is 
made blood, the bread, flesh, the serpent is 
crushed.


Frame: These images are a representation 
(depicta) of two ways of life.  Of these the 
first is the active life (prima practica), the 
second the life of vision (theorica).  The first 
sighs, cries, suffers and waits patiently, is 
spent in anxiety and troubles, while it 
wanders among many things. The second 
celebrates, rejoices, while it gives itself over 
to vision (dum speculatur).  One recognizes 
it, while most reject it.  God favors both ways 
of life, just as he, himself suffering, served 
his disciples, so that they would learn 
through his example to become similar to 
him (ut forma tali sibi discant assimilari).  He 
also takes on another form and renews their

Christ: John 17:11:  Father in they name serve those whom you gave to me; John 17:20: I do not 
ask this so much for theier sake, as for the sake of those who, through their preaching, are to 
believe in me.

Circle: Just as the three daughters of 

Job, together with seven sons, refresh

themselves with foods dripping

sweetness, so too hope, love and faith, 

supported by the sevenfold Gifts, 

restore strength in the mind of the 

faithful one.

Rosette with Theological Virtues:

Rom.:17:  The just man lives by faith.

John 14:21:  Loving, he shall be loved.

Rom. 5:5:  Hope is not abashed.

Center frame: Faith founds hearts, 

hope lifts them up, unction cleanses

them.

Seven Virtues with Gifts of Holy Spirit

Timor dei: Fear of Lord

Providentia: Prov. 28:14:  Blessed is

one who is ever fearful.

Scientia/Temperantia: Prov. 28:14:  


Be ye prudent as serpents.

Consilium/Prudentia: ?:  Do all things with deliberation.

Sapientia/Obedientia: 	P s 72:23:  I am made a beast of burden before you.

Intellectus/Humilitas:Ps. 118:130:  He gives understanding to the humble.

Fortitudo/Patientia: Ps. 37:18:  I am suffering under the lash.

Pietas/Benignitas: 	Eph. 4:32:  Be kind to one another.  Ps. 117:16 The right hand 

of the Lord hath wrought strength.	

their hearts (e quoque transformat et eorum corda reformat), so that they will 
recognize the good things that will remain and reject the transitory.  For this 
piece of heaven every believer shall hope only if his life is 	crowned with the 
works of faith.



Alton Towers Triptych, Mosan Region, ca. 1150 
London, Victoria & Albert Museum, 1747–1858



Justice

Sea EarthHarrowing

Sun Moon

Charity

Jonah

Isaac

Leviathan

Brazen  
Serpent

Elisha

Sampson

3 Marys

Crucifixion  
4 Evangelists





Heiningen Tapestry, Saxony, 1516 Herrad of Hohenberg, Hortus deliciarum 
Hohenberg, ca. 1185 (lost)







Book I, vision 5 
Synagogue



Book I, vision 6 
Choirs of Angels



Book II, vision 1: The Redeemer



88v: Parts of the Earth: Living, Dying, Purgatory 143r Divine Love on the Wheel



f. 9r: Micro- and Macrocosm Wind Diagram, Peter of Poitiers, Compendium?, Austria, ca, 139 (private collection)



Wind diagram, Isidore of Seville, De ventis 
England, ate 12th century, Baltimore, WAM, W.73, f. 1v Wind Diagram, Peter of Poitiers, Compendium?, Austria, ca, 139 (private collection)



f. 9r: Micro- and Macrocosm
Micro-macro-cosmic harmony, Isidore of Seville, De partibus mundi 

England, ate 12th century, Baltimore, WAM, W.73, f. 1v


