Economics 7730: Economic Development

Fall 2025

Room A06, 28 Hillhouse
W 4:00-6:30

Economics 7730 is the first part of a two-semester PhD course on economic development. The goal of
this course in the Fall term is to introduce some of the central issues in development economics and to
explore the application of microeconomic analysis to gain deeper insights into these questions. The focus
of this semester is the study of the role of uninsured risk, farms, informal institutions such as networks
and marriage practices, household behavior, technology adoption, migration, education, health and human
capital. We will assume that you have taken the first-year graduate sequences in microeconomics and
econometrics, which are pre-requisites.

Course Requirements:

A primary goal of this course is a critical reading of the current literature on the empirical
microeconomics of development. We expect you to do all of the required reading and to participate in
class discussion. You will also present and lead the discussion of one of a set of current research papers.
There will be a final examination.

Students are encouraged to attend the development lunches and seminars to both see new research and to
develop their own ideas for research.
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