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GLOBAL FRACTURES AND
REGIONAL REALIGNMENT: THE
MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE
AND THE CRISES IN WEST ASIA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape on February
15-16, 2026, is defined by a widening rift
within the transatlantic alliance and a simulta-
neous consolidation of power among Eastern
"middle powers." At the 62nd Munich Security
Conference, European leaders and Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney openly signaled
an end to the post-Cold War order, citing U.S.
unilateralism—specifically threats against
Greenland and protectionist trade policies—as
catalysts for European strategic autonomy.
While the U.S. attempts to project a "spiritual
unity" through officials like ].D. Vance and
Marco Rubio, European elites are actively dis-
cussing a "European NATO" and a pivot to-
ward China and Russia to preserve their own
economic survival. This fragmentation of the
West is being leveraged by China, which posi-
tioned itself in Munich as a partner of conve-
nience, warning against U.S. interference in
Taiwan while offering Europe a seat "at the ta-

ble" rather than on the "menu." (Source,
Source, Source)

In West Asia, the situation is characterized by
a "fragile" ceasefire in Gaza that continues to
see significant casualties and allegations of
the use of internationally prohibited weapons.
Iran is positioning itself as the "anchor" of a
new Eurasian security architecture, marking
its 47th revolutionary anniversary by high-
lighting its resilience to U.S. "maximum pres-
sure." Tehran is simultaneously engaging in a
second round of indirect nuclear talks with
Washington in Geneva, mediated by Oman,
while warning of "grave consequences" if U.S.
military assets in the Persian Gulf are used for
aggression. Domestically, Iran is focusing on
its "Golden Corridor" (International North-
South Transport Corridor), seeking to trans-
form its geography into economic statecraft to
bypass Western-controlled maritime routes.
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Munich Security Conference Highlights
Transatlantic Divorce: The conference
served as a platform for European and
Canadian leaders to denounce U.S. "eco-
nomic coercion" and the "America First"
agenda. Canadian PM Mark Carney com-
pared the U.S.-led order to a failing system
where rules are applied inconsistently
based on power. (Source, Source)

e Iran-U.S. Indirect Nuclear Talks in
Geneva: Foreign Minister Abbas Arakchi
arrived in Geneva for a second round of
Oman-mediated talks. Tehran signaled a
willingness to make concessions on nuclear
"assurances" but maintained that uranium
enrichment remains a non-negotiable red
line. (Source, Source, Source)
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* Allegations of Prohibited Weaponry in
Gaza: Gaza Civil Defense reported the
"evaporation" of nearly 3,000 bodies, at-
tributing the phenomenon to U.S.-made
bombs (e.g., MK84) capable of generating
temperatures exceeding 3,500°C. (Source,
Source, Source, Source)

Israel’s Formal Annexation Steps in the
West Bank: The Israeli cabinet approved
the registration of 60% of West Bank land
as "state property," a move Palestinian lead-
ers and regional neighbors call "de facto
annexation" and the "termination of the
Palestinian state dream." (Source, Source,
Source)

Internal Unrest and External Sabotage
Narratives in Iran: Forensic experts and
state media provided evidence of a "hybrid
war" during early January riots, claiming
that rioters used NATO-standard weaponry
and "double-edged knives" to target civil-
ians and security forces in a coordinated
"unfinished coup" linked to the U.S. and
Mossad. (Source, Source, Source)

* Sudan Conflict Escalation: UN Secre-
tary-General Antdnio Guterres condemned
"carnage" by the RSF in Sudan, specifically
citing the execution of 6,000 people in Al-
Fashir over three days. (Source, Source,
Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations:
The emergence of a "C5" group (India, China,
Russia, excluding Europe) and the strengthen-
ing of BRICS/SCO are presented as the prima-
ry alternatives to Western hegemony. Iran is
being framed by Eastern analysts as the cen-
tral node for regional stability and security ar-
chitecture. (Source, Source)

Economic Statecraft and Trade: Iran is
fast-tracking the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC). Russia is invest-
ing 1.3 billion euros in the Rasht-Astara rail
line to connect Mumbai to St. Petersburg via
Iran in 20 days, roughly half the time of the
Suez Canal Troute. Iranian President
Pezeshkian emphasized that transit is now a
form of "diplomacy" and "regional security."
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Civil Unrest and Domestic Stability: Re-
ports detailed the aftermath of the January
8-9, 2026, armed attacks in Iran. Governance
is currently focused on "restoring calm" after
riots that resulted in the deaths of nearly 100
security officers. The state narrative blames
external "mind engineers" and intelligence
agencies for using "color revolution" tech-
niques. (Source, Source, Source)

Al and Biosurveillance: Investigations into
the UK police service revealed the quiet out-
sourcing of surveillance to Israeli firms (Brief-
cam, Corsite AI, NICE Systems). These tech-
nologies, described as '"combat-proven" in
Gaza, are being used for facial recognition
and predictive policing in London and Essex,
raising concerns about the "Israelification" of
British law enforcement. (Source, Source,
Source)

Investment Climate: Iran is offering 20-year
tax-free incentives for investors in the Chaba-
har Free Trade Zone, aiming to position the
port as the "maritime capital" of the region.
However, external analysts note that U.S.
"maximum pressure" continues to complicate
these projects. (Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity centered on Israeli land
registration in occupied territories, U.S. de-
fense appropriations aimed at binding the ex-
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ecutive branch's movements in Europe, and
massive expansion of U.S. immigration deten-
tion infrastructure.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* U.S. National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA): Discussion of a recent provi-
sion making it illegal for the President to
withdraw U.S. forces from Europe, viewed
as a legislative check on the Trump admin-
istration's "America First" threats. (Source)

Israeli Land Registration Resolution
(2026): A new cabinet-level resolution au-
thorizing the formal registration of unregis-
tered West Bank lands as state property, ef-
fectively facilitating settlement expansion.
(Source, Source)

U.S. ICE Detention Re-engineering Ini-
tiative: A $38 billion plan to purchase
buildings and recruit 12,000 personnel to
expand detention capacity for a surge in ar-
rests under the current administration.
(Source, Source, Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Munich Security Conference Sessions:
Key addresses by Canadian PM Mark Car-
ney, German Chancellor Mertz, and China's
Wang Yi regarding the breakdown of the
"rules-based order." (Source, Source)

* U.S. Senate Committee Testimony
(Marco Rubio): Testimony regarding the
"brilliant" abduction of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Maduro and the subsequent "transi-
tion government" established there.
(Source)

Board of Peace Meeting (Scheduled for
Feb 19): A high-level meeting in Washing-
ton to discuss $25 billion in funding for
"New Gaza" reconstruction, which critics
label a displacement scheme. (Source,
Source, Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Pax Americana: A recurring
strategic narrative is that the "Post-Cold War
order is over." Canadian and European lead-
ers are using surprisingly radical language to
describe their relationship with Washington,
calling it "subordination" rather than "integra-
tion." The U.S. threat to occupy Greenland is
treated not as an eccentricity but as a defini-
tive sign that the U.S. no longer views its al-
lies as sovereign partners. This is driving a
desperate search for "strategic autonomy" in
energy and defense. (Source, Source, Source)

The "Gaza Riviera" and the Economics of
Displacement: A significant trend is the
framing of the Gaza conflict as a real estate
opportunity. Trump advisor Jared Kushner’s
master plan for Gaza—featuring 180 luxury
towers and a "Mediterranean Riviera"—is be-
ing analyzed alongside the forced displace-
ment of Palestinians. The narrative suggests
that the genocide is a "prelude" to a $25 bil-
lion investment project where the indigenous
population is replaced by wealthy internation-
al residents and a "cheap labor force" in in-
dustrial zones. (Source, Source)

Hybrid Warfare and "Midnight Fantasies":
The Iranian state media is weaving a narrative
of "Midnight Fantasies," characterizing the
January riots as the 13th day of a "12-day
war" that began in the summer of 2025. This
framing suggests that Direct U.S./Israeli air
strikes failed to topple the regime, leading to
a pivot toward internal destabilization via
"terrorist networks" (MKO) and digital influ-
ence campaigns run by IDF Unit 8200. The
presence of non-standard NATO calibers in
bodies from the riots is used to verify this ex-
ternal intervention. (Source, Source)
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The Integration of the Global East: While
the West fractures, the "Global East" (Russia,
China, Iran, India) is portrayed as achieving
"limitless" potential through Eurasian integra-
tion. The "Golden Corridor" (INSTC) is the
physical manifestation of this theme, intended
to make the U.S. dollar-based financial system
irrelevant by creating alternative payment
systems (Shetab/SPFS) and trade routes that
the U.S. cannot easily disrupt. (Source,
Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
military alerts in the Persian Gulf as the U.S.
Armada, led by the USS Abraham Lincoln,
maintains a "locked and loaded" posture. The
outcome of the February 19 "Board of Peace"
meeting in Washington will likely trigger a
new wave of diplomatic rejections from the
Palestinian Authority and Hamas. In Geneva,
the success or failure of the indirect nuclear
talks will depend on whether the U.S. is will-
ing to accept Iran’s enrichment "red line" in
exchange for increased monitoring. (Source,
Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): As Ramadan
approaches (expected Feb 19-20), regional
tensions may spike if aid deliveries into Gaza
remain restricted. The formal registration of
West Bank land as Israeli state property will
likely lead to an acceleration of settlement
construction and a potential "Third Intifada"
or increased resistance activity. Europe will
likely formalize its "European NATO" discus-
sions, leading to new defense procurement
contracts that favor domestic European firms
over American ones. (Source, Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): The completion of
the INSTC rail links will significantly shift the
center of gravity for global logistics toward

West Asia. Russia and Iran will likely emerge
as self-sufficient in critical technologies (phar-
maceuticals, aviation, banking) as a direct re-
sult of the "maximum pressure" campaign
backfiring. The U.S. will face a "normal pow-
er" status on the global stage, forced to com-
pete with a integrated Eurasian bloc that con-
trols one-third of the world’s GDP and has de-
coupled from the dollar. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Crisis Management: The poten-
tial for a full-scale regional war remains
high. If the U.S. or Israel initiates a strike,
Iran has signaled a "cocked pistol" policy,
intending to close the Strait of Hormuz and
target regional bases immediately. (Source)

* Diplomatic Realignment: Western na-
tions should prepare for a scenario where
European allies no longer follow U.S. direc-
tives on Iran and China, as the quest for
"strategic autonomy" becomes a matter of
domestic political survival in Germany and
France. (Source, Source)

* International Law Erosion: The "Board of
Peace" serves as a model for bypassing the
UN. If successful, this could lead to the fur-
ther marginalization of multilateral institu-
tions in favor of "pay-to-play" oversight
boards. (Source, Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: The INSTC
offers a viable, cost-effective alternative to
Suez. Early adopters of this route may gain
a significant competitive advantage in
Eurasian trade, provided they can navigate
the complex sanctions
(Source, Source)

environment.
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* Energy Market Volatility: Any disruption
in the Strait of Hormuz (carrying 20 million
barrels/day) will likely push oil prices above
$150 per barrel, causing an immediate
global inflationary shock. (Source)

* Compliance and AI Ethics: Companies
utilizing Israeli-linked surveillance or facial
recognition technology may face increased
legal and reputational risks in the UK and
Europe as "Gaza-proven" tech comes under
heavier scrutiny from human rights groups
and anti-Zionist movements. (Source)
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