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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Islamic Republic of Iran is currently oper‐

ating under extreme duress, characterized by

a  precarious  balancing  act  between  high-

stakes diplomacy in Geneva and a sweeping

domestic crackdown following the bloody sup‐

pression  of  nationwide  protests  in  January

2026. On the international front, Foreign Min‐

ister Abbas Araghchi has arrived in Switzer‐

land  for  indirect  talks  with  U.S.  representa‐

tives, signaling a desperate willingness to of‐

fer unprecedented economic concessions—in‐

cluding stakes in Iran’s oil,  gas,  and mining

sectors—in  exchange  for  sanctions  relief

(Source, Source). This diplomatic push coin‐

cides  with  a  massive  U.S.  naval  buildup,  in‐

cluding  the  deployment  of  the  USS Gerald

Ford to  the  region,  and  explicit  calls  for

regime  change  from  influential  U.S.  figures

like  Senator  Lindsey  Graham  (Source, 

Source).

Domestically, the state capacity is being fun‐

neled into an "Iron Curtain" style digital and

physical  lockdown.  Reports  indicate  over

50,000 citizens have been detained since the

January unrest, with security forces now sys‐

tematic  in  their  surveillance  of  hospitals  to

identify  and  arrest  wounded  protesters

(Source, Source). This is supported by a so‐

phisticated digital  suppression infrastructure

developed  in  collaboration  with  China  and

Russia, transitioning the national internet into

a "White List" system to isolate the population

from the global web (Source). Meanwhile, the

IRGC has launched "Smart Control" naval ex‐

ercises in the Strait of Hormuz, utilizing asym‐

metric tactics like sea mines to signal a credi‐

ble  threat  to  global  energy corridors  should

diplomacy fail (Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Nuclear Diplomacy and Economic Over‐

tures: Foreign Minister Araghchi is engag‐

ing in indirect talks in Geneva with a U.S.

delegation led by Steve Witkoff and Jared

Kushner.  Tehran  is  reportedly مسکوط���مسک 

(silent) on the fate of its 60% enriched ura‐

nium but is floating "economic packages" to

lure  the  Trump  administration,  including

mining investments and aircraft purchases

(Source, Source).

IRGC Naval  Posturing: The  IRGC  Navy

has initiated exercises in the Strait of Hor‐

muz and the Persian Gulf. Labeled "Smart

Control," the maneuvers focus on reacting

to  potential  U.S.  or  Israeli  strikes  and

demonstrate  the  capability  to  disrupt  the

transit of 20% of the world’s oil  (Source, 

Source).
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Massive Opposition Mobilization: Signif‐

icant diaspora rallies in Toronto, Los Ange‐

les, and Munich have coalesced around the

leadership of Reza Pahlavi, with Los Ange‐

les  seeing  over  300,000  attendees.  This

movement is framing itself as the "last bat‐

tle"  and  seeking  international  recognition

as  a  viable  alternative  to  the  current

regime (Source, Source, Source).

Systemic Human Rights Crisis: Human

rights  organizations  like  Hrana  report

53,500  arrests  and  over  700  confirmed

deaths from the January protests. Evidence

has  surfaced  of  a  directive  allowing  the

IRGC’s  Sarallah  Base  to  seize  medical

records from hospitals to track down "riot‐

ers" (Source, Source).

Narrative Warfare and Digital  Censor‐

ship: The Iranian government has launched

an aggressive campaign on Wikipedia, up‐

loading  over  10,000  state-curated  images

to influence AI chatbots and global percep‐

tions  of  the  protests.  Simultaneously,  the

state is implementing a "White List" inter‐

net protocol  to ensure only approved ser‐

vices  remain  functional  during  crises

(Source, Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: The  "Zero  Enrichment"  de‐

mand from Israel  and the  U.S.  remains  a

fundamental  roadblock.  While  Araghchi

seeks a "win-win" economic deal, the U.S.

military  presence—specifically  the  arrival

of the USS Gerald Ford, previously used in

operations  against  the  Maduro  regime—

serves  as  a  high-pressure  coercive  tool

(Source, Source).

Domestic Stability & Social Order: The

state is preemptively attempting to co-opt

"Chehelom"  (40th-day)  memorial  services

for protest victims, forcing families to hold

ceremonies  in  state-sanctioned  mosques

rather  than  at  gravesites  to  prevent  re‐

newed gatherings (Source, Source).

Economic Statecraft: Tehran is  attempt‐

ing to  pivot  from purely  ideological  resis‐

tance  to  "commercial  diplomacy,"  offering

U.S.  companies  specific  incentives  to  en‐

sure  the  sustainability  of  any  new agree‐

ment.  However,  analysts  remain  skeptical

that such offers can outweigh the core U.S.

demands  regarding  ballistic  missiles  and

regional proxies (Source, Source).

AI & Critical Infrastructure: The govern‐

ment is using AI-driven censorship and col‐

laborating with Chinese entities to monitor

Starlink  usage.  Reports  suggest  up  to  an

80% success rate in disrupting Starlink sig‐

nals in certain urban areas using localized

jamming (Source).

Legislation: 

Cyber  Protection  Bill  (Nezam-

Bakhshi/Siyanat): Recently updated in

2025/2026,  this  legislation  formalizes

the "White List" system and grants secu‐

rity  agencies  total  control  over  the  na‐

tional gateway, criminalizing the sale of

VPNs (Source).

Sanctions  Policy: Tehran  is  debating

"Mechanisms of Compromise" that would

trade  enrichment  caps  for  a  total  re‐

moval  of  banking and energy sanctions

(Source, Source).

UK  Online  Safety/AI  Regulation:

While  not  Iranian,  the  broadcast  notes

new  UK  laws  targeting  deepfakes  and

child safety, reflecting a global trend in

tightening  digital  oversight  (Source, 

Source).
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LEGISLATION/POLICY

Current Iranian policy is focused on codifying

digital  sovereignty and creating legal frame‐

works for "proportional" censorship. The state

is  also  attempting  to  reform  its  economic

diplomacy  to  bypass  traditional  sanctions-

heavy  sectors  by  offering  direct  investment

opportunities to Western adversaries.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

The  Cyber  Space  Regulation  Bill

(Nezam-Bakhshi): This bill, often referred

to as the "Protection Plan," designates the

National  Information  Network  as  the  de‐

fault  mode  of  operation,  making  interna‐

tional  internet  access  a  conditional  privi‐

lege rather  than a  right.  It  mandates  the

"ineffectiveness"  of  censorship-circumven‐

tion tools (Source).

Economic  Incentive  Package: A  pro‐

posed policy framework by the Ministry of

Economic Diplomacy to offer direct stakes

in oil, gas, and aviation to U.S. firms as a

"guarantee" against future U.S. withdrawal

from agreements (Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Araghchi-Grossi  Meeting: A  "technical

and deep" discussion in Geneva focused on

IAEA  access  to  Iranian  nuclear  sites  and

the  transparency  of  enrichment  levels

(Source, Source).

Lindsey Graham Press Conference (Tel

Aviv): The U.S. Senator stated there is "no

daylight"  between  Trump  and  Netanyahu

on Iran,  asserting that  "regime change is

the only solution" and emphasizing that the

USS Gerald  Ford is  not  in  the  region for

"airing out" (Source, Source).

Majid  Takht-Ravanchi  Interview: The

Deputy  Foreign  Minister  expressed

Tehran’s readiness for "compromise" if the

U.S. discusses the total lifting of sanctions,

while insisting ballistic missiles remain off

the table (Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "Maduro Model" Comparison: A recur‐

ring theme in the discourse is the comparison

of Iran's current crisis to the downfall of the

Maduro  regime  or  the  12-day  war  in  Gaza.

The U.S. deployment of the USS Gerald Ford—

noted for its role in the Venezuelan transition

—is  interpreted  as  a  signal  that  the  U.S.  is

prepared for a "decapitation" strike or a total

economic  blockade  (Source,  Source).  Ana‐

lysts suggest the IRGC’s "Smart Control" exer‐

cises are a direct response to this perceived

"Maduro-style" threat (Source).

Transnational  Opposition  Unity: For  the

first time, the diaspora opposition appears to

have  a  singular  focal  point  in  Reza  Pahlavi.

The Munich Security Conference invitation to

Pahlavi,  paired  with  massive  turnouts  in

Toronto  and  LA,  suggests  the  international

community is beginning to treat the "Alterna‐

tive"  as  a  government-in-waiting  (Source, 

Source).  However,  internal  friction  remains

between  "Republicans"  and  "Monarchists,"

with figures like Reza Alijani warning against

an "eternal" or "unelected" leadership role for

Pahlavi (Source, Source).

The Digital Siege: The shift from blunt inter‐

net shutdowns to a "White List" system repre‐

sents  a  strategic  evolution.  By  allowing  do‐

mestic services to function while blocking ex‐

ternal  traffic,  the  state  minimizes  economic

self-harm while maintaining total control over

information flow. The collaboration with China
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is explicitly cited as the blueprint for this "dig‐

ital authoritarianism" (Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): The  "Chehelom"

memorials (starting Feb 18-19) are the most

immediate flashpoint. If the government’s at‐

tempt to co-opt these ceremonies fails, a sec‐

ond wave of nationwide protests is likely. Si‐

multaneously,  the  success  or  failure  of  the

Geneva talks will determine if the U.S. moves

from "coercive diplomacy" to "active military

pressure" (Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If no nuclear

deal is  reached by March (Trump's rumored

deadline),  expect  an  intensified  maritime

blockade. The IRGC’s focus on sea mines sug‐

gests they may attempt to "tax" or block non-

aligned oil  tankers  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.

The "White  List"  internet  will  likely  become

the  permanent  standard  for  Iran,  effectively

ending the era of open web access (Source, 

Source).

Long  Term (1-5  Years): The  Iranian  state

faces  a  generational  "crisis  of  humiliation."

Even if  the  regime survives  the  current  un‐

rest,  the  "Social  Contract"  is  severed.  The

emergence of a "Digital Diaspora" and a paral‐

lel  "Social  Republic"  (online  businesses  and

underground networks) suggests the state will

eventually lose control over the economic and

cultural lives of its citizens, leading to a slow-

motion collapse or a radical, perhaps violent,

structural shift (Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Monitor the IRGC’s "Smart Con‐

trol" tech. The shift toward automated sea-

mine deployment and GPS-jamming (likely

Chinese-derived) poses a new level of risk

to merchant shipping that traditional naval

escorts may struggle to mitigate (Source, 

Source).

Diplomacy: Leverage the "Economic Pack‐

age" overtures to demand verifiable human

rights benchmarks. Tehran’s willingness to

discuss "mining and oil stakes" indicates a

degree of  desperation that should be met

with  demands  for  the  release  of  the

50,000+  January  detainees  (Source, 

Source).

Digital  Rights: Support  the  "National

Breakers"  (Melli-Shekan)  and Starlink.  In‐

ternational  aid  should  focus  on  localized

mesh-networks and tools that work within

the "White List"  architecture,  as standard

VPNs are being systematically neutralized

(Source, Source).

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: High risk of  sudden

disruption in the Strait of Hormuz. Compa‐

nies relying on Persian Gulf energy should

accelerate  the  diversification  of  transit

routes (Source, Source).

Regulatory/Compliance: Extreme caution

regarding  "Economic  Packages"  from

Tehran. Even if a deal is struck, the domes‐

tic  instability  and  potential  for  "Regime

Change" (as advocated by U.S. leadership)

create  a  high-risk  environment  for  long-

term asset security (Source, Source).
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Safety: Personnel in the region, particular‐

ly  in  UAE  and  Saudi  Arabia,  should  be

alerted to the increased risk of "asymmet‐

ric"  IRGC  responses  (proxies  or  missile

strikes)  if  Geneva  talks  fail  (Source, 

Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260216_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260216_170000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

