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VENEZUELA UNDER
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INTERVENTION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 16, 2026, marks a critical stabiliza-
tion phase for Venezuela following the US mil-
itary intervention on January 3, 2026, which
resulted in the removal and detention of
Nicolds Maduro. The interim administration,
led by "Presidenta Encargada" Delcy Ro-
driguez, is aggressively leveraging the Carni-
val holiday season to project a narrative of
"normalization" and "peace" to the domestic
population and international observers. This
strategic use of spectacle aims to mask the
profound and rapid dismantling of the previ-
ous "Bolivarian" state apparatus in favor of a
technocratic, market-oriented model aligned
with US interests. The rhetoric has shifted
from revolutionary resistance to "Bolivarian
Peace Diplomacy" and "Geopolitical Judo,"
where the administration attempts to use the
force of the US intervention to its advantage
by securing massive infrastructure invest-
ments. (Source, Source, Source)

The day's events highlight a total reconfigura-
tion of the Venezuelan state. While the popula-
tion is encouraged to celebrate at record-ca-
pacity beaches and festivals, the National As-
sembly is finalizing deep legal reforms, includ-
ing the Hydrocarbons Law and a controversial
Amnesty Law intended to foster "national rec-
onciliation." Behind the scenes, Rodriguez has
begun a systematic liquidation of ideological
state organs, such as the Misién Robert Serra,
signifying an end to the era of grassroots radi-
calization. Internationally, the US-Venezuela
thaw is accelerating, with US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and Secretary of Energy
Dan Brouillette signaling a potential $100 bil-
lion investment in the energy sector, even as
US rhetoric occasionally floats the provocative
idea of Venezuela as a "53rd state." (Source,
Source, Source)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

» US Military Intervention Aftermath and
the Detention of Maduro: Official confir-
mation and continued discussion of the Jan-
uary 3rd "military aggression" and the de-
tention (described by the current adminis-
tration as "secuestro") of Nicolas Maduro
and Cilia Flores. The TS]J has ruled their ab-
sence as "temporary," providing a legal ve-
neer for Delcy Rodriguez’s interim presi-
dency. (Source, Source, Source)

* Radical Reform of the Hydrocarbons
Law: The National Assembly approved re-
forms allowing 100% private operational
control and reducing the state’s mandatory
majority stake in oil ventures. This is de-
signed to provide '"legal security" for
transnationals like Chevron, Shell, and Rep-
sol. (Source, Source, Source)
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* Liguidation of Ideological State Institu-
tions: President Rodriguez issued a decree
suppressing seven key state entities, in-
cluding the Misién Robert Serra and the
"Centro Estratégico de Seguridad y Protec-
cién de la Patria" (CESPPA), marking a shift
toward administrative simplification and
the removal of radical ideological struc-
tures. (Source, Source, Source)

* Acceleration of Diplomatic Thaw with
the US: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
praised the current state of Venezuela as
"much better," while President Rodriguez
confirmed direct phone calls with Donald
Trump. The US embassy in Caracas has un-
officially reopened for high-level meetings.
(Source, Source)

* Advancement of the National Amnesty
Law: The National Assembly is moving to-
ward the second discussion of an Amnesty
Law. Nearly 900 political detainees have al-
ready been released as part of a "reconcili-
ation" effort to stabilize the country and
satisfy US human rights requirements.
(Source, Source, Source)

Sudan Civil War and Regional Instabili-
ty: Sudanese Ambassador to Venezuela
Mustafa Abu Ali reported on the devastat-
ing war between the SAF and RSF, high-
lighting the "resource curse" where Su-
dan's gold and oil have attracted predatory
foreign intervention. (Source, Source)

Regional Hegemony and the "Trump
Corollary": Analysts discussed the re-edi-
tion of the Monroe Doctrine, noting US ef-
forts to displace Chinese and Russian influ-
ence in Latin America through "aranceles"
(tariffs) and direct security interventions.
(Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics

The US is reasserting its "natural area of
influence" in the Western Hemisphere, uti-
lizing a "realist-offensive" foreign policy to
curb the 20-year advance of Chinese invest-
ment. (Source)

The 2026 transition in Venezuela is being
compared to the Spanish transition after
Franco, with a focus on "coexistence" be-
tween remaining Chavista technocrats and
the "moderate" opposition. (Source)

US rhetoric regarding the annexation of
Groenlandia and the potential "incorpora-
tion" of Venezuela as a 53rd state has
sparked internal debate over the limits of
sovereignty under the new US-Venezuela
partnership. (Source, Source)

Energy Security

The shift to "Productive Participation Con-
tracts" allows investors to assume 100% of
the risk in exchange for greater operational
autonomy, moving away from the failed
PDVSA-majority model. (Source, Source)

Venezuela is repositioning itself as the "en-
ergy center of the world" for the 21st cen-
tury, not just via oil and gas, but through
"rare earth" minerals (Coltan, Rodio) essen-
tial for Al and satellite technology. (Source,
Source)

Secretary of Energy Dan Brouillette's visit
to Chevron facilities in eastern Venezuela
signals imminent large-scale infrastructure
restarts. (Source)
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Elite Politics & Succession

* The "Binomio de Oro" (Golden Duo) of
Jorge and Delcy Rodriguez is consolidating
power, balancing US demands with the
need to maintain control over the FANB
(Armed Forces). (Source)

* Opposition fragmentation remains a con-
cern; 29 opposition deputies in the National
Assembly are struggling to form a unified
bloc, while "radical" sectors in the street
are being sidelined by the normalization
narrative. (Source, Source)

Corruption & Governance

* Venezuela is seeking the extradition of busi-
nessman Francisco de Agostino from Italy,
linking him to the "PDVSA-Cripto" corrup-
tion scheme and the illegal sale of oil to
China. (Source, Source, Source)

e The suppression of foundations and mis-
sions is framed as a "war on bureaucracy"
and an effort to optimize resources under a
"renovated management model." (Source,
Source)

Legislation

* Reform of the Organic Law of Hydro-
carbons: Grants private companies majori-
ty stakes and operational control. (Source,
Source)

* Law of Amnesty and National Reconcili-
ation: Currently in second discussion;
seeks to provide a legal framework for the
release of prisoners and the return of ex-
iles. (Source, Source, Source)

* Law of Promotion of Non-ITraditional
Exports: Focused on returning Value
Added Tax (IVA) to exporters to make
Venezuelan products (cacao, seafood) com-
petitive in Europe. (Source)

e Presidential Decree 5248: Orders the im-
mediate liquidation of seven state founda-
tions and missions. (Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The interim government is using the current
legislative session to execute a total legal "re-
set" of the Venezuelan economy. The primary
objective is to harmonize domestic law with
international (specifically US) investment
standards while maintaining a facade of
sovereignty. This includes a rapid transition
toward a "normal" country model where basic
services are prioritized over ideological mobi-
lization. (Source, Source, Source)

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Hydrocarbons Reform: Key change is the
elimination of the state's 50% + 1 owner-
ship requirement, allowing private opera-
tors to manage logistics, sales, and infra-
structure. (Source, Source)

* Amnesty Law: Includes 28 articles focused
on "non-repetition" and the cessation of po-
litical persecution to satisfy US-brokered
stabilization agreements. (Source, Source)

* Reform of the Judicial System: Proposed
by Rodriguez to audit the Public Ministry
and ordinary courts, aiming to restore "in-
stitutional credibility." (Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Delcy Rodriguez NBC/International
Press Interview: Rodriguez revealed that
communication with the Trump administra-
tion is "respectful" and at the "highest lev-
el," confirming that the US sees energy as
the "motor" of the relationship. (Source,
Source)
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* National Dialogue Commission Meet-
ing: Jorge Rodriguez met with diverse op-
position factions (Fuerza Vecinal, Lapiz,
Alianza Democratica) to negotiate the
Amnesty Law, signaling a "new moment"
where radicalism is rejected. (Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Normalization via Spectacle (The
Carnival Strategy)

The Rodriguez administration is making a cal-
culated effort to use the 2026 Carnival as a
barometer of social stability. By reporting
"100% occupancy" at beaches and deploying
228,000 security officials, the state is signal-
ing that the era of "unrest" and "hyperinfla-
tion" is over. This "forced normalization"
serves to distract from the reality of the US
military presence and the continued detention
of the previous head of state. The message is
clear: the population has traded political ide-
ology for the ability to visit the beach and buy
basic goods. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

The "Yudo
(Geopolitical Judo)

Geopolitico"

Government analysts are framing the US in-
tervention not as a surrender of sovereignty,
but as a strategic maneuver to use an adver-
sary’s strength for national benefit. By accept-
ing US energy investments and "productizing"
Venezuelan oil, the current elite hopes to sur-
vive the transition and remain relevant in a
post-Maduro landscape. This involves a deli-
cate rhetorical dance: acknowledging the
"military aggression" of January 3rd while si-
multaneously praising the "respectful" dia-
logue with Marco Rubio and Donald Trump.
(Source, Source)

Technocratic De-Radicalization

The suppression of missions like "Robert Ser-
ra" and "Jovenes de la Patria" indicates a de-
liberate "cleansing" of the state’s radical ideo-
logical wing. The transition is moving away
from "communal power" toward "business in-
telligence" and Al-driven administration (as
seen in the Intesia Foundation reports). The
governance trend is moving toward a "Singa-
pore-style" model: high-tech, business-friend-
ly, and politically controlled, but stripped of
the messy, unpredictable social mobilization of
the Chavista era. (Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Formal passing of the Amnesty Law will
lead to a second wave of prisoner releases,
including high-profile figures, to further
ease domestic tensions. (Source, Source)

* Expect high-level o0il executives from
Chevron and Valero to finalize new opera-
tional licenses, with the first shipments of
"sanction-free" Venezuelan crude reaching
US refineries. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* Pressure will mount for a "General Elec-
tion" date. While the US and Rodriguez fa-
vor a 12-30 month stabilization window,
radical opposition elements will attempt to
mobilize if a 2026 date is not set. (Source,
Source)

e The reorganization of the "mineria"
(mining) sector will likely lead to violent
clashes in Bolivar state as the government
attempts to formalize illegal mines and se-

cure the $100 billion gold reserve. (Source)
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Long Term (1-5 Years):

 If the "53rd state" or "associated territory"
rhetoric persists, it could trigger a new na-
tionalist backlash, potentially splintering
the FANB and leading to a "neo-Chavista"
insurgency. (Source, Source)

* The successful implementation of AI in
state services and the "non-traditional" ex-
port push could lead to Venezuela becom-
ing a regional "mini-tiger" economy, though
highly dependent on US financial architec-
ture. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic Multi-Alignment: Nations
should recognize that the Rodriguez admin-
istration is pursuing a "pluralist" diplomacy.
Engagement should not be limited to oil;
rare earth minerals and regional security
are the new bargaining chips. (Source,
Source)

* Reconciliation Monitoring: International
observers should ensure the Amnesty Law
is not merely "selective tolerance" but a
genuine path to institutionalizing dissent.
(Source, Source)

* Environmental Standards: The Hydrocar-
bons reform lacks robust environmental
safeguards; policy should focus on ensuring
US/EU transnationals don't exploit the
"emergency" to bypass decarbonization
goals. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Regulatory Arbitrage: The current "legal
vacuum" and rapid-fire decrees create high-
reward opportunities in the "restructuring"
of state assets. However, the lack of a long-
term electoral mandate for Rodriguez poses
a significant "sovereign risk." (Source,
Source)

Supply Chain Integration: New maritime
routes (e.g., San Petersburg-Caracas) and
the reopening of US-direct cargo flights
suggest a rapid lowering of logistics costs
for industrial equipment. (Source, Source)

Ethical Compliance: Investors must per-
form due diligence on the "Amnesty" status
of land and assets previously held by the
state or sanctioned individuals to avoid fu-
ture legal clawbacks. (Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-
hive.or ils/tv.
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