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LITHUANIA CELEBRATES STATE

RESTORATION AMIDST

GEOPOLITICAL FRICTION WITH

WASHINGTON AND A HIGH-LEVEL

DOMESTIC CORRUPTION CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  16,  2026,  marks  Lithuania’s  State

Restoration Day,  a day intended for national

unity  that  is  instead  characterized  by  pro‐

found strategic anxiety and domestic political

turmoil. The geopolitical landscape has shift‐

ed dramatically as the U.S. Trump administra‐

tion  continues  to  pivot  away  from the  post-

WWII  liberal  order  toward  a  transactional

"Great Power" model. U.S. Secretary of State

Marco Rubio’s appearance at the Munich Se‐

curity Conference provided a chilling clarifica‐

tion of this shift: while invoking "Western Civi‐

lization" and shared Christian roots, the U.S.

is  simultaneously  excluding  European  allies

from  Ukraine  peace  negotiations  in  Geneva

and  maintaining  pressure  on  Denmark  over

the acquisition of Greenland. This has forced

Lithuanian  leadership,  specifically  President

Gitanas  Nausėda,  to  emphasize  that  Lithua‐

nia’s "choice of the West" is permanent, even

as the definition of "the West" is being rewrit‐

ten by Washington (Source, Source, Source).

Domestically, the political elite is reeling from

a  massive  corruption  probe  involving  the

State  Plant  Service.  High-profile  searches

were conducted in the offices and homes of

Democratic  leader  Saulius  Skvernelis  and

Conservative Kazys Starkevičius. The investi‐

gation involves allegations of bribery for phy‐

tosanitary transit permits, potentially facilitat‐

ing smuggling operations. This scandal is un‐

folding alongside a burgeoning migration cri‐

sis; the State Security Department (VSD) has

warned  that  a  1,200% increase  in  migrants

from Central Asia over the last few years has

exhausted the department's  vetting capacity,

creating a "national security gap" that hostile

intelligence  services  are  already  exploiting.

The convergence of these events—U.S. isola‐

tionism, elite corruption,  and an unmanaged

migration surge—suggests a period of signifi‐

cant  instability  for  the  Lithuanian  state

(Source, Source, Source).
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S.  Strategic Pivot and European Ex‐

clusion 

Secretary of State Marco Rubio declared

the "end of the illusion" that internation‐

al  institutions  and  trade  would  spread

democracy, calling for a return to nation‐

al  interests  and  "hard  power"  (Source, 

Source).

The U.S. has notably excluded European

representatives  from the  Geneva  peace

talks regarding Ukraine, despite Europe

bearing the primary financial and securi‐

ty  burden  of  the  conflict  (Source, 

Source).

Denmark's  Prime  Minister  confirmed

that the Trump administration continues

to apply "unacceptable" pressure regard‐

ing  the  transfer  of  Greenland  (Source, 

Source).

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Domestic Political Corruption Scandal 

The Special  Investigation Service (STT)

searched  the  offices  of  Saulius  Skver‐

nelis and Kazys Starkevičius in connec‐

tion with a bribery scheme at the State

Plant Service (Source, Source).

Former  Prime  Minister  Gintautas

Paluckas has been named a "special wit‐

ness" in a separate abuse of power and

illicit enrichment case (Source, Source).

The  scandal  centers  on  Jurijus  Korni‐

jenko and Agnė Silickienė, who allegedly

traded political influence for transit cer‐

tificates (Source, Source).

(Source, Source, Source)

Internal Security and Migration Surge 

Lithuania  now  hosts  over  204,000  mi‐

grants, with a sharp 10-fold increase in

arrivals from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and

Pakistan (Source).

VSD Director  Remigijus  Bridikis  admit‐

ted the department cannot physically vet

the 150,000 to 200,000 annual inquiries

with current resources (Source).

Concerns are rising over "illegal prayer

houses" in Vilnius becoming centers for

radicalization  and  Russian  recruitment

of  vulnerable  migrant  groups  for  sabo‐

tage (Source).

(Source)

The "History of Lithuania" Propaganda

Conflict 

Moscow  released  a  "History  of  Lithua‐

nia"  monograph  with  a  prologue  by

Sergey  Lavrov,  aimed  at  delegitimizing

Lithuanian statehood and justifying Rus‐

sian regional claims (Source).

Linas Linkevičius and other analysts de‐

bated whether to engage or ignore the

text,  noting  its  use  of  "para-historical"

narratives to  set  the stage for  physical

aggression (Source, Source, Source).

(Source, Source, Source)
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Military  and  Technological  Advance‐

ments 

Lithuanian  skier  Andrejus  Drukarovas

achieved  a  historic  22nd  place  in  the

Olympic Slalom on February 16, a result

he  dedicated  to  the  nation  (Source, 

Source).

Scientific  centers  are  shifting  focus  to‐

ward  "quantum-resistant"  cryptography

and laser  communication  for  drones  to

counter  Russian  electronic  warfare

(Source, Source).

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics & International Relations The

core of Lithuania’s foreign policy is being test‐

ed by a U.S. administration that views NATO

through  a  transactional  lens.  Secretary  Ru‐

bio’s speech in Munich emphasized that "na‐

tional  interests"  now supersede "shared val‐

ues,"  a  direct  challenge  to  the  European

Union’s foundational principles. The exclusion

of Europe from the Geneva peace talks signals

a  potential  U.S.-Russia-Ukraine  deal  that

could leave the Baltic states in a precarious

"buffer zone" (Source, Source). Roberta Met‐

sola,  President  of  the  European  Parliament,

attempted  to  counter  this  by  asserting  that

there is "no old or new Europe," only a "Eu‐

rope of equals," but the reality of U.S. bilater‐

alism  with  "patriotic"  governments  in  Hun‐

gary  and  Slovakia  undermines  this  unity

(Source, Source).

Corruption & Elite Politics Governance ca‐

pacity is threatened by a corruption scandal

that cuts across party lines. The implication of

Saulius  Skvernelis,  currently  one  of  Lithua‐

nia's  most  popular  politicians,  and  Kazys

Starkevičius suggests a systemic issue within

the State Plant Service where political "cover"

was allegedly provided for illegal transit oper‐

ations.  This has led to a "moralization vacu‐

um" in the Seimas, as almost all major parties

are now implicated in ongoing investigations

(Source, Source).

Migration & Domestic Stability The VSD is

sounding the alarm on the "unmanaged" na‐

ture  of  recent  migration.  Beyond  the  sheer

numbers, the department is concerned about

the shift from Belarusian political refugees to

Central  Asian  economic  migrants.  Director

Bridikis noted that hostile actors like ISIS-K

operate  freely  in  the  home regions  of  these

migrants,  and  the  lack  of  an  integrated

"screening  to  integration"  pipeline  leaves

Lithuania  vulnerable  to  "hybrid  kinetic"

threats, such as the recruitment of migrants

for low-level sabotage or the creation of isolat‐

ed "ghettos" (Source).

Legislation and Policy The day saw signifi‐

cant discussion on shifting regulatory frame‐

works to address both economic needs and se‐

curity concerns. 

Small Partnership (MB) Reform: A pro‐

posal to eliminate "Small Partnerships" as a

legal  form to  prevent  "tax  arbitrage"  and

unify the tax system. Business leaders warn

this will push the small business sector into

the shadow economy (Source).

Belarusian  Travel  Restrictions: Debate

continues over a bill to limit the number of

times Belarusian residence permit holders

can return home to once per year, citing re‐

cruitment  risks  by  Belarusian  intelligence

(Source).

Environmental  Deregulation  (U.S.  Im‐

pact): The  Trump administration's  repeal

of  the  2009  "endangerment  finding"  on

CO2 is viewed as an economic threat to Eu‐

ropean  industries  that  remain  tied  to

"Green Course" regulations (Source).
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LRT Governance: A Seimas working group

is reviewing the "optimal management" of

the national broadcaster, with the U.S. and

EU watching for signs of political interfer‐

ence (Source).

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity focused on tax harmoniza‐

tion  and  national  security-linked  migration

controls. Government officials are pushing to

streamline business forms, while the security

apparatus demands tighter controls on cross-

border  movement  with  hostile  neighbors

(Source, Source).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Review of Legal Business Forms: A gov‐

ernment initiative to reduce the 49 current‐

ly  registered  business  forms  (including

Small Partnerships and Business Licenses)

to  just  three:  AB,  UAB,  and  "Mini-enter‐

prise." Proponents claim it ends the "Gvulių

ūkis" (animal farm) of unfair taxation; crit‐

ics  call  it  a  death blow to  small  business

(Source).

Migration  Control  Amendment: A  pro‐

posed law to limit Belarusian travel back to

Belarus to once per year. The bill  was re‐

cently rejected but is being reconsidered as

security risks rise (Source).

Energy Sanctions Proposal: An EU-level

proposal for a total ban on ships carrying

Russian oil  from using any European port

services or insurance, a move designed to

kill  the  Russian  "shadow  fleet"  (Source, 

Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Munich Security Conference: Secretary

Marco Rubio’s keynote address defining the

Trump administration’s "Civilizational" for‐

eign policy (Source).

VSD Director Press Briefing: Remigijus

Bridikis provided a detailed breakdown of

the 12x increase in Central Asian migration

and  the  resulting  security  vulnerabilities

(Source).

State Restoration Day Addresses: Presi‐

dent Nausėda and Roberta Metsola held a

joint appearance emphasizing EU-Lithuania

unity  against  "imperialist"  forces  (Source, 

Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Crisis of the "Liberal West" The most

significant  meta-narrative  of  the  day  is  the

fracturing  of  the  Western  alliance.  The  U.S.

has moved beyond mere isolationism to an ac‐

tive  redefinition  of  the  West.  By  invoking

"Christianity" and "Culture" over "Democracy"

and "Rule of Law," the Rubio/Trump doctrine

creates a space where the U.S. can negotiate

with Putin over the heads of the EU. This is re‐

flected in the Danish Greenland crisis and the

U.S. Secretary of State’s visits to Orban and

Fico—leaders who have criticized the EU and

maintained ties with Russia. Lithuania finds it‐

self  in a "diplomatic pincer,"  trying to main‐

tain  U.S.  military  presence  while  defending

the EU values that Washington now dismisses

(Source, Source, Source, Source, Source).

Migration as a Proxy for Hybrid War Mi‐

gration is no longer discussed as a humanitar‐

ian or purely economic issue. The VSD’s ad‐

mission that it cannot vet the current volume

of arrivals indicates that the "sanitary cordon"
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• 
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has effectively failed. The concern is that Rus‐

sia and Belarus are using the "work visa" sys‐

tem as a massive Trojan horse.  The recruit‐

ment of non-European migrants for domestic

sabotage  (like  the  "Flamingo"  missile  infra‐

structure  or  partisan  monuments)  suggests

that Russia is looking for "disposable" agents

who do not trigger the same immediate suspi‐

cion as Russian nationals (Source).

The Weaponization of History The release

of the Russian "History of Lithuania" book is

not an academic exercise but a soft-power of‐

fensive designed to demoralize the Lithuanian

public.  By  framing  the  1940s  resistance  as

"banditry" and the 1990s independence move‐

ment as a "Western plot," Moscow is attempt‐

ing  to  erode  the  internal  legitimacy  of  the

Lithuanian state. This is part of a broader "re‐

flexive control" strategy where Russia creates

an alternative reality to justify future "libera‐

tion" actions (Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The STT corrup‐

tion probe will  likely lead to formal charges

against high-ranking figures, potentially trig‐

gering  a  collapse  of  the  current  coalition  if

Paluckas or Starkevičius are further implicat‐

ed.  Expect  an  increase  in  "anti-migrant"

rhetoric in the Seimas as the VSD data enters

the  public  discourse.  The  Geneva  talks  will

conclude,  likely with a U.S.-backed ceasefire

proposal that may include territorial  conces‐

sions  for  Ukraine,  leading  to  massive  diplo‐

matic tension between Vilnius and Washington

(Source, Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A significant

tightening of migration laws is inevitable, in‐

cluding  mandatory  "loyalty"  or  language  ex‐

ams within one year of arrival. The proposed

business  tax  reforms  (MB  elimination)  will

likely be passed in a modified form to fund in‐

creased VSD and military spending, leading to

a  temporary  economic  contraction  in  the

startup and small-service sectors. U.S. troops

in  Lithuania  may  see  their  status  become a

bargaining  chip  in  wider  U.S.-EU  trade  dis‐

putes (Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): Lithuania will likely

lead  a  "Northern  Fortress"  bloc  (Baltics,

Poland, Scandinavia) focused on self-reliance

as U.S. reliability continues to fluctuate. The

energy sector will  see a permanent shift  to‐

ward localized quantum-secured grids. Demo‐

graphically, the birth rate crisis (1.1 children

per woman) will force a choice between termi‐

nal population decline or a radical, state-man‐

aged integration model for migrants that mim‐

ics  the  "hard  integration"  of  Singapore

(Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Lithuania  must  accelerate  the

development of domestic "asymmetric" ca‐

pabilities (drones, EW, laser comms) to pre‐

pare for a scenario where U.S. satellite and

intelligence support is withdrawn or politi‐

cally conditioned (Source).

Diplomacy: Strengthen the "Northern Al‐

liance" (Poland/Nordics) to create a unified

European front at the UN and within NATO

to  counter  bilateral  U.S.-Russia  deals

(Source).

Counter-Propaganda: Instead  of  just  ig‐

noring  Russian  "para-histories,"  Lithuania

should  fund  "digital  truth"  initiatives  in

Central Asia to counter the Russian narra‐

tive provided to migrants before they arrive

(Source, Source).
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For Private Sector/Investors: 

Regulatory Risk: Investors in "Small Part‐

nerships" (MB) should prepare for a signifi‐

cant tax hike or forced conversion to UAB

status by the end of 2026 (Source).

Supply  Chain/Labor: Companies  reliant

on Central Asian labor face massive reputa‐

tional and operational risks as VSD begins

"retroactive  vetting"  and  potentially  mass

deportations  of  unvetted  individuals

(Source).

Investment  Opportunity: High  growth

potential exists in the "Dual-Use" technolo‐

gy  sector,  specifically  in  quantum encryp‐

tion  and autonomous  defense  systems,  as

the  state  pivots  to  domestic  procurement

(Source).
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analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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• 
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