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IRAN PROJECTS MILITARY
DEFIANCE IN THE PERSIAN GULF
WHILE ENGAGING IN HIGH-STAKES
INDIRECT NUCLEAR TALKS IN
GENEVA AMIDST REGIONAL
ESCALATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting of February 16, 2026, depicts
an Iranian administration navigating a volatile
dual-track strategy: engaging in indirect nu-
clear negotiations with the United States in
Geneva while simultaneously demonstrating
military readiness to close the Strait of Hor-
muz. Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi’s ar-
rival in Switzerland for the second round of
Omani-mediated talks is framed as a "result-
oriented" diplomatic effort, yet the rhetoric
from Tehran remains sharply defensive. This
diplomacy is occurring against the backdrop
of the "12-Day War" (Summer 2025) and more
recent January 2026 domestic unrest, which
Iranian state media characterizes as foreign-
backed psychological warfare and terrorism
rather than organic protest. (Source, Source,
Source)

Regionally, the "Resistance" narrative is being
pushed to its limits as nominal ceasefires in

Gaza and Lebanon are described as "hollow"
or '"blatantly violated" by Israeli forces.
Tehran is leveraging these conflicts to high-
light what it calls the "failure of Western im-
perialism" and the "Zionist takeover" of West-
ern institutions. Specifically, Iran is position-
ing itself as the only barrier to a "Greater Is-
rael" project, while skepticism grows over the
U.S.-led "Board of Peace" reconstruction plans
for Gaza, which critics label as a colonial real
estate venture. (Source, Source, Source)

Strategically, Iran is signaling a pivot toward
East-West connectivity through major rail and
road corridor projects, intending to transform
its geography into economic momentum. This
economic statecraft is paired with a harden-
ing military stance in the Persian Gulf, where
the IRGC Navy claims 24-hour intelligence
control over the Strait of Hormuz. The day's
events suggest that while Tehran is open to a
"fair" nuclear deal, it has prepared for a re-
gional "total war" scenario if negotiations fail
or military provocations escalate. (Source,
Source, Source)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Geneva Indirect Nuclear Talks: Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi met with IAEA
Chief Rafael Grossi and Omani mediators to
outline Tehran’s viewpoints on nuclear is-
sues and the lifting of sanctions. Araghchi
stated that while Iran has "real ideas" for a
deal, it will not yield to threats or negotiate
its missile program. (Source, Source,

urce, Source)
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* IRGC Naval Drills in the Strait of Hor-
muz: The IRGC Navy launched "smart con-
trol" drills involving rapid reaction units,
newly developed missiles, and drones. Rear
Admiral Alireza Tangsiri asserted that Iran
maintains 24-hour intelligence control over
the strategic waterway to ensure "security
of navigation," while simultaneously hinting
at its capacity to shut the Strait in response
to U.S. aggression. (Source, Source,
Source, Source)

Expansion of Israeli Settlements and
Annexation: Palestinian and regional
groups condemned Israel’s designation of
vast West Bank areas as "state property.”
Investigative journalists and rights groups
like "Peace Now" describe this as "de facto
annexation" that effectively ends the possi-
bility of a two-state solution. (Source,
Source, Source, Source)

Skepticism of the U.S. "Board of Peace"
for Gaza: Analysts and Palestinian aca-
demics criticized U.S. President Trump’s
$25 billion "New Gaza" redevelopment
plan, calling it a "Mediterranean Riviera"
built on a "crime scene" that ignores Pales-
tinian self-determination and aims for per-
manent displacement. (Source, Source,
Source)

* Commemoration of Jan 2026 Unrest as
"Terrorism": Iranian state media dedicat-
ed significant coverage to documenting the
January 8-9, 2026, riots, framing them as a
"Winter Midnight Fantasy" of the CIA and
Mossad. Forensic reports were presented
to show that deaths were caused by "NATO
standard" 5.56 caliber weapons not used by
Iranian security forces. (Source, Source,
Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e Critical

* Geopolitics: Iran is positioning itself with-
in the "multilateral world" alongside China
and Russia to counter the "three pillars of
U.S. empire." Regional influence is project-
ed through the "Axis of Resistance"
(Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iraqgi militias).
(Source, Source, Source)

International Relations: Oman continues
to act as the primary diplomatic bridge be-
tween Tehran and Washington. Relations
with the EU are strained due to the desig-
nation of the IRGC as a terrorist organiza-
tion and attacks on UN officials like
Francesca Albanese. (Source, Source,
Source)

* Energy Security: Any military escalation
is tied to the potential closure of the Strait
of Hormuz, through which 20 million bar-
rels of oil pass daily. Analysts warn of oil
prices hitting $150 per barrel, causing a
global economic shock that the U.S. econo-
my cannot withstand. (Source, Source,
Source)

* Domestic Stability & Social Order: The
government is using the 47th anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution to demonstrate
mass public support (citing millions in the
streets) to counter Western narratives of a
divided nation. (Source, Source)

Infrastructure: President
Pezeshkian is fast-tracking road and rail
corridor projects to revive Iran's role as a
"global crossroads" on the ancient Silk
Road, seeking international investment to
connect Asia, the Caucasus, and the Middle
East. (Source, Source, Source)
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* Legislation/Policy:
o Israeli Cabinet Resolution (Jan 2025) on
land surveys and registration in the West
Bank. (Source, Source)

o UNSC Resolution 2334 regarding the il-
legality of  settlement
(Source)

o Qoslow (Oslo) classifications regarding
West Bank areas A, B, and C. (Source,
Source)

o Iranian "Red Lines" in nuclear talks: No
zero enrichment and no discussion of the
missile program. (Source, Source)

o EU designation of IRGC as a terrorist or-
ganization. (Source)

expansion.

* Terrorism: Heavy focus on delegitimizing
the MEK (MCO) and Mossad-linked cells
blamed for the January 2026 unrest and
previous scientist assassinations. (Source,

urce, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Discussion primarily centered on the break-
down of international legal frameworks, par-
ticularly the "final blow" to the Oslo Accords
via Israeli land registration policies. Iranian
policy remains centered on the "Fatwa"
against nuclear weapons while insisting on
the legal right to peaceful technology and de-
fensive missile capability under the NPT
(Source, Source)

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Israeli West Bank Land Registration
Policy: A cabinet resolution allowing the
classification of Palestinian lands as Israeli
state property, which rights groups argue
violates international law prohibiting occu-
pying powers from asserting sovereignty.
(Source, Source, Source)

* EU IRGC Terrorist Designation: Sweep-
ing sanctions and the designation of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps as a ter-
rorist organization by the EU. (Source)

e UK Public Order Act (surveillance con-
text): Discussion of the misuse of terrorism
and public order legislation in the UK to
target anti-Zionist journalists. (Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Araghchi-Grossi Technical Discussion
(Geneva): Pre-negotiation meeting to dis-
cuss technical cooperation and the monitor-
ing of Iranian nuclear facilities. (Source,
Source)

* UN Conference on Disarmament:
Araghchi is scheduled to address this body,
likely reiterating Iran's stance on peaceful
nuclear energy. (Source, Source, Source)

* High-Level Connectivity Conference
(Tehran): President Pezeshkian outlined
MOUs with domestic and foreign investors
for infrastructure development. (Source,
Source)

* Marco Rubio Senate Testimony: U.S.
Secretary of State testimony regarding the
Venezuela operation and U.S. interests in
West Asia. (Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Hormuz Chokehold" as Diplo-
matic Leverage

Tehran is no longer subtly hinting at its ability
to disrupt energy markets; it is making it a
central pillar of its current standoff with the
Trump administration. By pairing the Geneva
talks with live-fire drills in the Strait, Iran is
communicating that any U.S. military "surgi-
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cal strike" will result in an immediate global
"o0il shock." Analysts suggest this is a direct
response to the U.S. "Armada" (the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln group) now stationed in the re-
gion. Iran calculates that the U.S. cannot af-
ford $10/gallon gasoline, making a "decisive"
military victory impossible. (Source, Source,
Source)

Delegitimization of Domestic Dis-
sent

A major narrative trend is the exhaustive ef-
fort to rebrand the Jan 2026 unrest as a failed
foreign coup attempt. Through "documen-
taries" like Midnight Fantasies, state media
uses forensic claims and "NATO standard" am-
munition evidence to argue that casualties
were inflicted by Mossad agents to manufac-
ture international outrage. This serves to im-
munize the state against human rights-based
sanctions and to solidify the internal "Axis of
Resistance" identity. (Source, Source, Source)

The Decline of the Two-State Solu-
tion

Transcripts across multiple programs (Spot-
light, Israel Watch, World News) suggest a
consensus that the two-state solution is
"dead." The trend is moving toward docu-
menting "annexation in all but name" in the
West Bank and the "Riviera" plan for Gaza.
This is used to argue that Western-led diplo-
macy is a "mask for imperialism" and that "li-
ons" (armed resistance) are the only viable al-
ternative to being "sheep" (submission).
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Technological Sovereignty and In-
filtration

A new thematic pillar is the "Zionist takeover"
of Western internal security. Reports detail
how Israeli firms (Cellebrite, BriefCam, Nice

Systems) are providing surveillance tech to
the UK Metropolitan Police. Iran uses this to
highlight a loss of Western sovereignty and to
justify its own "smart control" technologies
and the roundup of foreign intelligence net-
works using Starlink dishes. (Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The Geneva talks
are unlikely to produce a final agreement but
may result in a "negotiation about negotiat-
ing" framework to buy time. Expect continued
IRGC drills and potential "incidents" in the
Persian Gulf as both sides test the other's re-
solve. In Gaza, the start of Ramadan (likely
Thursday) will be a flashpoint for renewed vio-
lence and symbolic resistance. (Source,
Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the U.S. con-
tinues "Maximum Pressure 2.0," Iran may for-
mally move toward a 90% enrichment thresh-
old or exit the NPT, citing the failure of the
U.S. to protect its nuclear facilities during the
2025 strikes. The "Board of Peace" recon-
struction for Gaza will likely stall as no Pales-
tinian entity will agree to the demilitarization
requirements. (Source, Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): Iran will prioritize
its role in the "multilateral world," completing
rail links to China and Russia to ensure ener-
gy supply lines that bypass the sea. The re-
gional map will continue to be redrawn by "de
facto annexation" in the West Bank, potential-
ly leading to a singular, apartheid-style state
reality that permanently changes the geopoli-
tics of the Levant. (Source, Source, Source)
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Recognize that Iran views U.S.
and Israeli actions as a single entity; any
strike by one will trigger retaliation against
both, regardless of "good cop/bad cop"
diplomatic posturing. (Source, Source)

* Diplomatic: Use Oman as the primary reli-
able channel, as Tehran currently perceives
the TAEA and EU as compromised by U.S./
Israeli intelligence interests. (Source,
Source)

* Humanitarian: Address the "reproductive
genocide" and medical collapse in Gaza
specifically, as this is becoming a central
rallying point for global anti-Western senti-
ment. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy/Supply Chain: Prepare for ex-
treme volatility in the Persian Gulf. The "24-
hour control" claimed by the IRGC suggests
that shipping insurance and transit through
Hormuz could be disrupted without warn-
ing. (Source, Source)

* Strategic Infrastructure: Opportunities
exist in the "East-West" corridor projects
(rail/road) for non-Western firms, as Iran
moves from "negotiation to implementa-
tion" on connectivity projects. (Source,
Source)

Regulatory Compliance: Be aware of the
risk of being associated with "Zionist-
linked" surveillance technology, as this is
being aggressively documented and target-
ed by global "Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions" (BDS) movements. (Source,
Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
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