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GEOPOLITICAL PIVOT: US-LED

PEACE INITIATIVES IN GENEVA
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INSTITUTIONAL CORRUPTION IN

UKRAINE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 16, 2026, marks a critical inflection

point in global security as trilateral peace ne‐

gotiations between the United States, Russia,

and Ukraine are set to commence in Geneva.

The Trump administration is aggressively pur‐

suing a "boom out" strategy, attempting to fi‐

nalize  territorial  concessions  and  security

guarantees to end the conflict before the US

midterm elections. This initiative has created

a profound rift with European leadership and

the  Zelensky  administration,  both  of  whom

utilized  the  Munich  Security  Conference

(MSC) to advocate for long-term militarization

and the rejection of all concessions. Analysts

suggest the US is leveraging a massive cor‐

ruption investigation into the Ukrainian ener‐

gy sector—symbolized by the arrest of former

Energy Minister German Galushenko—as a co‐

ercive tool to force Kiev to the negotiating ta‐

ble. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Concurrently, the Middle East faces dual-track

escalation. In the Persian Gulf, the US has de‐

ployed a second aircraft carrier strike group

to apply "maximum pressure" on Iran ahead of

indirect  nuclear  talks  in  Geneva.  While  the

Iranian Foreign Ministry expresses readiness

for both diplomacy and defense, Israeli Prime

Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu  has  actively

lobbied the Trump administration for "regime

change" and the total dismantling of Iran’s nu‐

clear infrastructure. In the West Bank, the Is‐

raeli government’s reopening of land registra‐

tion marks a de facto annexation of Area C,

threatening to  permanently  dissolve  the via‐

bility of a two-state solution. (Source, Source, 

Source)

The day's reporting also highlights a broader

shift  toward a  multipolar  order.  The African

Union  (AU)  has  moved  to  consolidate  conti‐

nental sovereignty, condemning Israel's recog‐

nition of Somaliland and demanding equitable

representation at  the UN. This resistance to

"neocolonial"  financial  and  military  interfer‐

ence  aligns  with  narratives  of  a  "Global

South" awakening, characterized by increased

cooperation with Russia and China to counter

Western-led institutional dominance. (Source, 

Source, Source)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trilateral Geneva Talks and Territorial

Concessions: The Kremlin  has  confirmed

that top negotiator Vladimir Medinsky will

lead  an  expanded  Russian  delegation  to

Geneva. Unlike previous rounds focused on

security,  this  round will  explicitly  address

territorial  matters.  The US has positioned

itself as the sole viable mediator, bypassing

the  UN  and  the  EU.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)
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High-Level  Corruption  Arrests  in

Ukraine: Former Energy and Justice Minis‐

ter German Galushenko was detained while

attempting to flee to Poland. He is implicat‐

ed in a $100 million embezzlement scheme

involving "Zelensky’s inner circle" and kick‐

backs  from Energoatom contractors.  Ana‐

lysts argue these arrests are orchestrated

by US agencies (FBI/DOJ) to pressure the

Kiev  regime  into  peace  talks.  (Source, 

Source)

Iran-US Nuclear Brinkmanship: Indirect

talks between Tehran and Washington are

resuming  in  Geneva.  Iran  demands  sanc‐

tions relief and maintains its right to peace‐

ful enrichment, while the US—under pres‐

sure from Israel—is demanding zero enrich‐

ment  and  limitations  on  ballistic  missiles.

Iran  has  launched  military  drills  in  the

Strait  of  Hormuz as a  deterrent.  (Source, 

Source)

West Bank Land Registration and An‐

nexation: Israel has approved plans to reg‐

ister  extensive  West  Bank  territories  as

state  property.  This  move  targets  Area  C

and parts of Areas A and B, effectively dis‐

mantling the 1993 Oslo Accords and poten‐

tially placing 83% of Area C under direct Is‐

raeli control. (Source, Source, Source)

African  Union  39th  Summit  Resolu‐

tions: The AU has reaffirmed opposition to

unconstitutional  government  changes  and

condemned  external  exploitation  of  re‐

sources. A major point of contention is Is‐

rael's unilateral recognition of Somaliland,

which the AU views as a violation of Somali

sovereignty and a strategic maneuver to es‐

tablish a military foothold in the Red Sea.

(Source, Source)

Release of Redacted Epstein Files: New

revelations from the Epstein case have sur‐

faced,  allegedly involving European heads

of state and business elites. The reporting

suggests  these  files  are  being  used  as

blackmail material to influence internation‐

al  policy  on  Gaza  and  Ukraine.  (Source, 

Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: The  "transatlantic  rift"  has

widened as the US Secretary of State Mar‐

co Rubio skipped meetings with European

leaders to focus on the Middle East. Rubio

characterized Europe as being in a state of

"managed decline," suggesting the US will

no  longer  prioritize  European  defense  at

the expense of  its  own regional  interests.

(Source, Source, Source)

Corruption & Governance: Ukraine's cor‐

ruption  is  described  as  an  "abyss,"  with

graft in the weapons sector and the energy

sector  reaching  an  estimated  $50  billion.

This institutional  rot is  being used by do‐

mestic  opponents  and  international  spon‐

sors to question the legitimacy of continued

funding. (Source, Source)

Energy  Security: Hungary  and  Slovakia

have  accused  Ukraine  of  "political  black‐

mail" regarding disrupted oil flows through

the Druzhba pipeline.  Hungary is  actively

seeking alternative routes through Croatia

and the Black Sea while resisting EU pres‐

sure  to  cut  off  Russian  energy  entirely.

(Source, Source)
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Domestic  Stability  (Pakistan): The

health  of  imprisoned  former  PM  Imran

Khan  is  reportedly  deteriorating,  with

claims  of  near-total  loss  of  vision  in  one

eye. His sister,  Noreen Niazi,  accuses the

government of denying medical access, fu‐

eling ongoing civil unrest and sit-ins in the

Pakistani parliament. (Source, Source)

Terrorism and Irregular Warfare: Inves‐

tigative  reports  claim the "Russian Volun‐

teer Corps" (RDK) is a media-driven proxy

of  Ukrainian  intelligence  using  Western

mercenaries.  Evidence  presented  includes

the  use  of  Belgian  Minimi  machine  guns

and American "Black Hawk" helicopters in

incursions  into  Russian  territory.  (Source, 

Source, Source)

Succession & Stability: In  Hungary,  the

upcoming  parliamentary  elections  are  be‐

ing framed as a battle between Viktor Or‐

ban’s  "pro-peace"  stance  and  Peter  Mag‐

yar’s  "pro-Brussels"  opposition.  Orban  ac‐

cuses Ukraine of direct interference in the

Hungarian  electoral  process.  (Source, 

Source)

Legislation: 

Israel: Land  Registration  measure  for

the  West  Bank  (re-introduced  from the

1960s). (Source, Source)

Israel: Proposed law for the execution of

Palestinian prisoners. (Source)

European Union: Discussion of a 20th

sanctions  package vs.  peace  initiatives.

(Source)

Poland: Deliberation  on  withdrawing

from  the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation

Treaty (NPT) to pursue an independent

nuclear program. (Source)

Ukraine: Martial  law  provisions  pre‐

venting national elections. (Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The legislative landscape is dominated by ef‐

forts  to  formalize  territorial  control  in  the

Middle  East  and  the  debate  over  nuclear

sovereignty  in  Europe.  Domestic  laws  in

Ukraine continue to be suspended or modified

under the guise of the ongoing conflict, while

Israel is utilizing archaic land laws to secure

permanent control over Palestinian territories.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Israeli Land Registration Reform: Re-in‐

troduced measure to register extensive ar‐

eas in Judea and Samaria under the state’s

name, intended to "clarify rights" and en‐

able  infrastructure  marketing  to  settlers.

(Source, Source)

Israeli Execution Law: A proposal to al‐

low the execution of Palestinians convicted

of certain crimes, cited as an indicator of a

shift toward "fascism" by Palestinian repre‐

sentatives. (Source)

Polish Nuclear Aspirations: Debate over

a "Polish nuclear project" that would move

Warsaw beyond NATO’s nuclear sharing to‐

ward  independent  possession  of  a  deter‐

rent. (Source)

EU  Expansion/Enlargement  Policy: A

strategic push to "antidote Russian imperi‐

alism" by fast-tracking Ukraine’s accession

to the EU, despite Hungarian and Slovakian

vetoes. (Source, Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Munich  Security  Conference  (MSC)

2026: Characterized by critics as a "war‐

mongering fundraiser," the conference saw

European leaders  pledge another  $35 bil‐

lion aid package to Ukraine while warning

of  a  2030  Russian  invasion.  (Source, 

Source)
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Netanyahu-Trump  Emergency  Summit:

Netanyahu  met  with  Trump  to  express

skepticism of any deal with Iran, demand‐

ing "zero enrichment" capabilities and the

removal of all enriched material from Irani‐

an soil. (Source, Source)

AU 39th Summit Press Briefing: Spokes‐

men  for  South  Africa  and  Somalia  ad‐

dressed  minerals  beneficiation  at  source

and the rejection of Somaliland's indepen‐

dence. (Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Managed  Decline"  of  Transatlantic

Unity

The United States is increasingly signaling a

pivot away from the European security archi‐

tecture.  Secretary  Rubio's  refusal  to  meet

with the Ukrainian delegation in Munich—pri‐

oritizing Syrians and Kurds instead—suggests

that  the  Trump  administration  views  the

Ukraine  project  as  a  failure.  This  has  trig‐

gered a panic among European elites, who are

now discussing an independent "European nu‐

clear deterrent" because they can no longer

trust  the  US  nuclear  umbrella.  (Source, 

Source, Source)

Corruption as a Geopolitical Lever

The weaponization of corruption scandals has

become a primary diplomatic tool. The arrest

of German Galushenko and the investigation

into  Timur  Mindich  ("Zelensky’s  purse")  ap‐

pear to be timed to undermine the Ukrainian

leadership's bargaining power in the Geneva

talks. By exposing $50 billion in graft, West‐

ern skeptics are making the case that Ukraine

is a "money laundering operation" rather than

a democratic cause. (Source, Source)

The Multipolar Fragmentation of the Mid‐

dle East

Israel  is  utilizing the regional  focus  on Iran

and Gaza to finalize the "de facto annexation"

of the West Bank. This trend suggests that the

1993  Oslo  framework  has  been  abandoned.

Meanwhile, Iran is leveraging its "Axis of Re‐

sistance"  and  its  ties  to  the  Global  South

(BRICS)  to  withstand  "maximum  pressure,"

presenting  itself  as  a  "stable"  power  com‐

pared to the "warmongering" Netanyahu cabi‐

net. (Source, Source, Source)

Cultural Soft Power and the "Traditional

Values" Migration

A notable sub-trend is the use of human inter‐

est  narratives  to  frame Russia  as  a  "strong‐

hold  of  Christianity"  and  traditional  values.

The story  of  the  Schutzman family  (US citi‐

zens moving to Russia to raise children) is be‐

ing  used  to  contrast  Russian  "safety  and

wholesome  environment"  against  Western

"woke" educational agendas. (Source, Source,

Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  high

volatility in oil prices as the US-Iran talks in

Geneva either produce a breakthrough or col‐

lapse into military action. The Geneva trilater‐

al talks on Ukraine are likely to reach a "pre‐

liminary territorial framework" despite Zelen‐

sky's public protestations. Galushenko’s arrest

will likely lead to more "inner circle" resigna‐

tions in Kiev. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Hungari‐

an elections in April will serve as a proxy for

the EU’s future; an Orban victory would solidi‐

fy the "pro-peace" bloc within the EU. Deploy‐

ment of the promised 600 F-35s to Europe will

increase  integration,  but  Dutch  reports  of

software vulnerabilities  (hacking)  will  create

new friction between NATO and US manufac‐

turers. (Source, Source)

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_160000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_070000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_050000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_003000_Worlds_Apart
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_050000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_160000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_040000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_093000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_173000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_130000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_200000_News


Long Term (1-5  Years): Poland  and  Japan

may formally announce the pursuit of nuclear

weapons,  leading  to  "nuclear  anarchy"  and

the collapse of the NPT. The horn of Africa will

become a major theater of  military competi‐

tion  as  Israel  and the  AU clash  over  Soma‐

liland. Ukraine’s 2027 EU accession bid will

likely cause an economic crisis within the bloc

due to standards non-compliance and recon‐

struction costs. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Prepare for a "regional war" sce‐

nario in the Middle East if US-Iran diploma‐

cy  fails;  Iran’s  ability  to  shut  down  the

Strait of Hormuz remains a credible deter‐

rent that could collapse the global econo‐

my. (Source, Source)

Diplomatic: Shift focus from the UN to tri‐

lateral summits (US-Russia-Ukraine) as the

primary  forum  for  conflict  resolution,  as

traditional international law is increasingly

viewed as "slaughtered." (Source, Source)

Stability: Address  the  "managed decline"

of European influence by strengthening di‐

rect ties with the Global South and BRICS,

which  are  seen  as  the  rising  centers  of

gravity. (Source, Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Diversify  energy  assets

away  from  the  Druzhba  pipeline  and  the

Persian  Gulf;  the  Red  Sea  corridor  is  at

high risk due to the Somaliland recognition

and Houthi activity. (Source, Source)

Regulatory Compliance: Monitor the US

Department of  Justice for further "foreign

official corruption" indictments in Ukraine,

as these could trigger the seizure of assets

and  termination  of  contracts  for  Western

companies  operating  in  the  region.

(Source)

Investment  Opportunity: Look  toward

"tiger" economies in the Global South, such

as Pakistan (mineral  wealth)  and Russia’s

growing internal IT market, which is seeing

a "tremendous amount of opportunity" due

to  the  departure  of  Western  competitors.

(Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news
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coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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