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GENEVA DIPLOMACY FACILITATES
INCREMENTAL PROGRESS AMIDST
GLOBAL MILITARY ESCALATION
AND TECHNOLOGICAL
BRINKMANSHIP

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, serves as a pivotal "Day of
Diplomacy" in Geneva, where parallel negotia-
tions concerning Iran’s nuclear program and
the Russia-Ukraine war highlight a global or-
der attempting to resolve conflicts under the
shadow of unprecedented military posturing.
In the Iran-US track, mediated by Oman, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi report-
ed the establishment of "guiding principles,"
signaling a shift from total impasse to a draft-
ing phase, though US officials maintain "red
lines" regarding zero enrichment. This diplo-
matic movement is occurring simultaneously
with a massive US naval buildup in the Per-
sian Gulf and Iranian live-fire drills in the
Strait of Hormuz, creating a volatile environ-
ment of "coercive diplomacy" where the threat
of regional war remains a primary negotiating
lever (Source, Source, Source).

Concurrently, US-brokered talks between Rus-
sia and Ukraine face severe skepticism as

both sides ramped up kinetic operations hours
before meeting. Russia's insistence on Ukrain-
ian territorial surrender in Donbas contrasts
sharply with Kyiv’'s demand for ironclad secu-
rity guarantees, leaving the diplomatic
process looking more like political theater for
the US administration than a viable path to
peace. Meanwhile, significant governance
shifts in the Global South—the swearing-in of
Tarek Rahman in Bangladesh and the sudden
ousting of interim President Jose in Peru—il-
lustrate a continuing trend of institutional in-
stability and populist upheaval. These events
converge with an intensifying technological
race, as seen in the Indian Al summit and Chi-
na’s blatant display of robotic military/cultural
prowess, suggesting that future sovereignty
will be defined as much by digital and mineral
control as by traditional borders (Source,
Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Iran-US Nuclear Negotiations Reach
"Guiding Principles" Stage: Indirect
talks in Geneva mediated by Oman have
transitioned from preliminary discussions
to a potential drafting phase. Iran has sig-
naled flexibility on enrichment levels and
IAEA inspections in exchange for sanctions
relief, while the US remains focused on a
"zero enrichment" mandate and verifica-
tion. However, Iran maintains that its mis-
sile program and regional influence are
non-negotiable "red lines" (Source, Source,
Source).
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Russia-Ukraine Peace Talks Marred by
Military Escalation: Despite delegations
meeting in Geneva, Russia launched one of
its largest drone and missile strikes of the
year (400+ units) targeting Ukrainian ener-
gy infrastructure. Negotiations remain
deadlocked over the 20% of territory held
by Russia, with Moscow demanding total
surrender of the Donbas and Kyiv refusing
concessions without US security guaran-
tees (Source, Source, Source).

Bangladesh Institutionalizes New
Democracy under Tarek Rahman: Fol-
lowing the 2024 student-led uprising, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has
taken power with a two-thirds majority. The
new government is tasked with implement-
ing the "July Charter," a constitutional re-
form package intended to prevent future
autocratic rule through term limits and par-
liamentary restructuring (Source, Source,
Source).

Peru Ousts Third Consecutive Presi-
dent: Peru's Congress removed interim
President Jose just four months into his
term following allegations of corruption in-
volving undisclosed meetings with Chinese
businessmen and improper contract
awards. This reinforces a pattern of ex-
treme executive volatility in the Andean na-
tion (Source, Source).

Critical Mineral Scramble Intensifies:
The US has announced a $12 billion plan to
stockpile critical minerals and form a trad-
ing block to break China's near-monopoly
on rare earths. China currently controls
90% of processing capacity, and despite
western "friend-shoring" efforts, analysts
suggest the US remains at least a decade
behind Beijing in processing infrastructure
(Source, Source).

e Biometric

Governance and Digital
Sovereignty Debates: Senegal’s rollout of
biometric IDs for universal healthcare has
sparked concerns over the exclusion of mil-
lions without official papers. Simultaneous-
ly, global experts at the India Al summit are
debating "Sovereign AI" as nations seek a
"third way" between US and Chinese tech-
nological dominance (Source, Source,
Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Geopolitics and Coercive Diplomacy:

The deployment of the USS Gerald Ford
and USS Abraham Lincoln strike groups to
the Gulf, combined with Iranian live-fire
drills, establishes a "fingers on the trigger"
environment for the Geneva nuclear talks.
Iran is explicitly threatening a regionalized
war, including targeting energy infrastruc-
ture and the Strait of Hormuz, to deter a
US strike (Source, Source, Source).

Domestic Stability &
Bangladesh’s transition to the Rahman ad-
ministration represents a critical test for
the "July Charter" reforms. The inclusion of
technocrats and old guard figures in the
cabinet reflects a hybrid transition rather
than a clean break from the past (Source,
Source).

Succession:
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* Legislation and Policy:

o July Charter (Bangladesh): Constitu-
tional reform introducing term limits for
PMs and seats allocated by vote share
(Source, Source).

o Social Media Ban (UK): Proposal by
PM Keir Starmer to ban social media for
children under 16 (Source, Source).

o Land Registration Reactivation (Is-
rael): Security cabinet approval to regis-
ter West Bank land, easing settler acqui-
sition and seen as de facto annexation
(Source, Source).

o Biometric ID Act (Senegal): Linking
healthcare access to biometric registra-
tion (Source, Source).

o Executive Order on Al (US): President
Trump’s order prioritizing Al supremacy
over regulation (Source).

* Corruption and Governance: The re-
moval of Peru's Jose underscores the
fragility of interim governments in Latin
America and the influence of foreign (Chi-
nese) business interests in state projects
(Source, Source).

Energy Security: Cuba’s collapsing waste
management and fuel shortages are attrib-
uted to US blocking of Venezuelan oil sup-
plies, illustrating the use of energy as a
weapon of statecraft (Source, Source).

Al and Robotics: China’s use of the
Spring Festival Gala to showcase Al-driven
humanoid robots performing martial arts
signals a national strategy to lead in robot-
ics by 2035, aiming to offset a declining hu-
man workforce (Source, Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Governance across multiple regions is moving
toward more restrictive digital controls and

structural constitutional shifts. Notable devel-
opments include the UK’s aggressive stance
on social media age limits and Bangladesh’s
sweeping attempt to decentralize executive
power following nearly two decades of single-
party dominance. Simultaneously, Israel has
utilized procedural shifts in land registration
to accelerate territorial control in the West
Bank.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

UK Social Media Ban for Under-16s: A
proposed regulation to bar young teenagers
from platforms to curb addiction and expo-
sure to harmful content. Critics argue for
better tech regulation over a total ban
(Source, Source).

Israeli Land Registration Reactivation:
A proposal to restart land registration in
the West Bank for the first time since 1967,
facilitating the registration of "state land"
and complicating future two-state settle-
ments (Source).

Senegal Biometric Health Card Expan-
sion: Policy aiming for universal coverage
by requiring iris and fingerprint scans for
healthcare access (Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Araghchi Press Statement (Geneva):
The Iranian FM outlined the move toward
"guiding principles" in nuclear talks but
warned against "negotiation at the barrel of
a gun" (Source, Source).

Pam Bondi Congressional Committee
Appearance: The US Attorney General was
confronted by lawmakers regarding the
"clumsy attempt at a coverup" in the latest
Epstein file releases, which exposed vic-
tims' identities while failing to properly
redact high-profile names (Source).
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* Indian AI Impact Summit: Global leaders
and tech CEOs debated whether excessive
regulation would stifle innovation in the
race for Al supremacy (Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Transparency and
Information: The chaotic release of the Jef-
frey Epstein files by the US DOQOJ—missing
deadlines and failing to redact names—points
to a decline in institutional accountability and
a shift toward "gaslighting" as a political strat-
egy. As trust in traditional media collapses,
"newsfluencers" like Hasan Piker are coloniz-
ing the media landscape, filtering news in
real-time for audiences that reject legacy
gatekeepers. This trend suggests a future
where "truth" is enforced by social media en-
gagement rather than legal verification
(Source, Source).

The "New 0il" and Resource Decoupling:
The critical mineral race between the US and
China is no longer just about trade; it is about
"geopolitical security." The US strategy of
friend-shoring and stockpiling ($12B) is a di-
rect response to China's weaponization of its
rare earth dominance. Resource-rich nations
in Africa and Latin America are increasingly
aware of their leverage, with some leaders
stating "Africa is not for the taking," indicat-
ing a move toward resource nationalism and
higher price floors (Source, Source).

Coercive Peacebuilding: In both the Iran
and Ukraine tracks, diplomacy is being con-
ducted amidst "sensory overload" from the
battlefield. Russia’s refusal to hold fire during
talks and the US naval buildup in the Gulf in-
dicate that mediators are no longer seeking
"good faith" but rather a "balance of pain."
This trend suggests that any resulting agree-

ments will be fragile, short-term freezes
rather than sustainable peace treaties
(Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): High risk of a tac-
tical miscalculation in the Strait of Hormuz as
Iran continues drills near US carrier groups.
Expect immediate fallout from the Epstein file
"botched redactions," potentially leading to
further high-profile resignations in Europe
and the US tech sector. In Bangladesh, Rah-
man must navigate immediate law and order
challenges to prevent a counter-reaction from
ousted Awami League supporters (Source,
Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US
midterm elections will be heavily influenced
by "affordability" narratives and immigration
enforcement tactics (ICE). If the Geneva nu-
clear track fails to yield a "Trump Agree-
ment," a shift toward military kinetic options
or intensified regime change rhetoric is likely.
Peru will hold general elections in April, likely
yielding another fragile coalition (Source,
Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): China’s push for
80% Al integration in daily life by 2035 and its
dominance in humanoid robotics will force a
structural shift in global labor markets. The
West Bank’s land registration reactivation will
likely lead to the total collapse of the Pales-
tinian Authority’s relevance and the formal
end of the two-state solution. Global energy
markets will remain hostage to the US-China
mineral race until recycling technology (cur-
rently at 1% efficiency for rare earths) ma-
tures (Source, Source, Source).
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Governments should prioritize the estab-
lishment of an international arbiter for nu-
clear-strike-hit sites, as the current IAEA
framework lacks protocols for facilities
damaged by kinetic action (Source).

Policy should shift from "aid" to "invest-
ment in value-addition" for African mineral
partners to avoid being out-maneuvered by
China’s infrastructure-centric commercial
diplomacy (Source, Source).

Establish multilateral "Red Lines" for Al de-
velopment, particularly concerning non-
consensual deep fakes and autonomous
weapons, as current national regulations
are being bypassed by rapid innovation
(Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify away from
reliance on Chinese rare earth processing;
even with US stockpiling, processing bot-
tlenecks remain a critical failure point for
high-tech manufacturing (Source).

* Regulatory Compliance: Companies us-
ing biometric data must prepare for frag-
mented legal frameworks across the Global
South as concerns over "mission creep" and
data privacy intensify (Source).

» Market Volatility: Monitor the US
midterm election trajectory; a "jobless re-
covery" under Al automation could lead to
significant shifts in trade and tax policy
that impact operations
(Source).
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
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chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-
hi Jetail '


https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

