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STRENGTHENING STRATEGIES
AMID REGIONAL POLITICAL
COLLAPSE AND TRANSNATIONAL
HEALTH RISKS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting for February 17, 2026, reveals a
Mexican administration under President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum focused on proactive domestic
stabilization through a series of "integral poli-
cies" aimed at public health, social order, and
cultural sovereignty. This occurs against a
backdrop of severe regional instability, most
notably the legislative destitution of Peru’s in-
terim president and the intensification of ag-
gressive US policies regarding migration and
energy security. The Mexican government is
attempting to project an image of "State Ca-
pacity" by addressing a growing measles
(Sarampidén) outbreak with a massive vaccina-
tion target of 2.5 million doses per week,
while simultaneously launching "Boxeando
por la Paz," a program that integrates sports
into the national labor framework to combat
organized crime recruitment (Source, Source,
Source).

On the international front, Mexico is navigat-
ing a highly volatile relationship with the Unit-
ed States. While the Secretary of Economy,
Marcelo Ebrard, highlights a deepening com-
mercial bond with Canada through a "Plan of
Action," the US administration under Donald
Trump has shifted to a "War Department"
footing, utilizing Big Data to monitor social
media critics and maintaining a strict oil
blockade on Cuba that has triggered a "na-
tional emergency" in the island’s healthcare
sector (Source, Source, Source). Domestically,
the Sheinbaum administration is also dealing
with high-profile corruption cases, such as the
UK asylum granted to Karime Macias, and in-
ternal friction within the Secretariat of Public
Education (SEP) following the removal of
Marx Arriaga (Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* National Measles Crisis and Mass Vac-
cination Mobilization: Mexico has regis-
tered 9,487 cases and 29 deaths from
measles since February 2025. The govern-
ment has announced a goal to reach 2.5
million vaccines per week, focusing on
Jalisco, Colima, and Mexico City. Authori-
ties emphasize that the outbreak began in
communities with low vaccination rates due
to religious Dbeliefs (Source, Source,

Source).

Political Collapse in Peru: The Peruvian
Congress destituted interim President José
Jeri via a motion of censure following scan-
dals over "clandestine meetings" with Chi-
nese contractors and improper hirings.
Peru faces a leadership vacuum just two
months before scheduled elections, with
the legislature now seeking its eighth presi-
dent in ten years (Source, Source, Source).
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Mexican Film Industry Economic In-
centives: The government launched a ma-
jor fiscal stimulus package for the cinema
sector, offering a 30% ISR (Income Tax) re-
duction for projects filmed in Mexico,
capped at 40 million pesos. The policy re-
quires 70% of procurement to be national,
aiming to attract international production
while securing local jobs (Source, Source,
Source).

US "Big Data" Surveillance and ICE
Tactics: Reports indicate the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) has in-
tensified data collection from platforms like
Google, Meta, and Reddit to identify critics
of immigration policy. In Minnesota, ICE
agents are reportedly using social media
traps, posing as customers to lure and ar-
rest migrant workers (Source, Source,
Source).

Crisis in Cuba and Mexico’s Humani-
tarian Response: A US oil blockade has
forced Cuban hospitals to operate at mini-
mum capacity, threatening 32,000 pregnant
women. Mexico has responded by sending
over 800 tons of humanitarian aid via the
ships Papan and Isla Holbox, though Mexi-
co clarifies it is not currently sending fuel
(Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: Mexico declined an invitation
to join Donald Trump’s "Peace Board" for
Gaza as a full member, opting for "observ-
er" status through Ambassador Héctor Vas-
concelos. The refusal stems from Mexico’s
formal recognition of Palestine as a state
and the board's lack of Palestinian partici-
pation (Source, Source, Source).

e Economic Statecraft: China announced a

zero-tariff treatment for imports from 53
African nations starting May 1, 2026. This
is analyzed as a strategic move to deepen
ties with the continent and counter US/EU
commercial pressure (Source, Source).

Corruption and Governance: Mexico is
filing a formal "nota de extrafamiento"
(diplomatic protest) to the United Kingdom
for granting political asylum to Karime
Macias, ex-wife of Javier Duarte, who is ac-
cused of defrauding the Veracruz DIF of
112 million pesos (Source, Source, Source).

Domestic Stability & Social Order: The
"Boxeando por la Paz" program will recruit
5,000 professional boxers as instructors for
100,000 youth. Instructors will receive a
(approx. 9,500 pesos/
month) and social security, functioning as a
labor-sports hybrid to prevent gang recruit-
ment (Source, Source, Source).

minimum wage

Biosurveillance: New details on the Octo-
ber 7, 2023, attacks in Israel suggest
Hamas used Israeli SIM cards and specific
emojis to coordinate troop positions, show-
casing the use of civilian technology for
tactical military operations (Source,

Source).
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* Legislation:
o Cinema Incentive Decree: Establishes
a 30% ISR reduction for domestic and in-
ternational film projects in Mexico
(Source).

o Electoral Reform Proposal (Mexico):
Scheduled for presentation next week;
aims to eliminate proportional represen-
tation (plurinominales) lists chosen by
party elites and reduce the overall cost
of elections (Source, Source).

o Guatemala State of Prevention: Presi-
dent Bernardo Arévalo replaced a 30-day
"State of Siege" with a 15-day "State of
Prevention" to continue anti-gang opera-
tions without requiring congressional ap-
proval (Source).

o 40-Hour Work Week (Mexico): Gov-
ernment officials denied rumors that the
reform would lead to lower pay or re-
duced rest, affirming it as a priority for
the "Fourth Transformation" (Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Governance in Mexico is currently defined by
a "New Mexican School" (NEM) pedagogical
pivot and aggressive fiscal interventions in the
cultural and labor sectors. Legislative debates
are dominated by upcoming electoral reforms
intended to centralize power in popular votes
and decentralize it from party leadership.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Flectoral Reform Bill (Mexico): Propos-
es reducing election costs (described as the
"most expensive in the world"), modifying
"plurinominal" (proportional representa-
tion) lists so that citizens, not parties,
choose representatives, and increasing rep-
resentation for Mexicans living abroad
(Source, Source).

Cinema Support Act (Mexico): Mandates
that 10% of theater screens and digital
platform space be reserved for Mexican
productions during prime hours, and pro-
tects voice actors from Al simulation
(Source, Source).

UK Online Security Reform: Kier
Starmer’s government is proposing a ban
on social media for those under 16 and
stricter controls on AI "chatbots" that gen-
erate non-consensual sexual content
(Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

National Health Briefing (Mexico): Sub-
secretary Eduardo Clark confirmed 27 mil-
lion measles doses are currently available,
with 20 million more expected by May. He
reiterated that vaccination is universal and
free, regardless of social security status
(Source, Source).

Epstein Files Congressional Hearing
(US): Attorney General Pam Bondi faced in-
tense questioning from Representative
Pramila Jayapal regarding the administra-
tion's failure to compensate Epstein’s vic-
tims. Ghislaine Maxwell reportedly offered
to testify in exchange for a pardon from
Donald Trump (Source).

PROFECO Concert Regulation Briefing:
Authorities announced new rules for con-
cert ticket sales following the "BTS case"
(gandalla/unfair sales tactics). Tickets must
now display total prices and maps 24 hours
before sale, with no price increases allowed
during the purchase process (Source,
Source).
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect diplo-

e The Re-Nationalization of Narrative: A matic friction between Mexico and the UK

consistent theme across Mexican health,
education, and culture is "Sovereignty."
Whether it is the inclusion of more women
in history textbooks or the 30% tax break
for local film production, the Sheinbaum
administration is systematically purging
"neoliberal" frameworks in favor of "Hu-
manism." This is framed as "reclaiming the
narrative of who we are" (Source, Source,
Source).

The Weaponization of Energy and Big
Data: US policies under Trump are por-
trayed as increasingly coercive. The use of
an oil blockade to "asphyxiate" Cuba and
the "Deep State" surveillance of immigra-
tion critics suggest a shift in US statecraft
toward "War" department tactics rather
than traditional diplomacy. This forces Mex-
ico into a difficult balancing act: maintain-
ing the TMEC (USMCA) while providing hu-
manitarian aid to US-sanctioned states
(Source, Source).

The Death of "The Center"
American Politics: The total collapse of
the Jeri government in Peru, following the
falls of Castillo and Boluarte, signals a re-
gional trend where legislative "vacancia"
has been normalized as a political weapon.
Mexico’s own impending electoral reform
to weaken party elites reflects a similar dis-
trust of traditional political intermediation
(Source, Source).

in Latin

over the Karime Macias case. In Peru, the
transition to an 8th interim president will
likely trigger further civil unrest as public
trust in the legislature has evaporated. Vac-
cination queues in Mexico will grow as
Jalisco and Colima reach peak infection
rates (Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 2026
Midterm elections in the US will be heavily
influenced by the fallout from the "Epstein
Files" and aggressive ICE tactics, potential-
ly alienating moderate voters. In Mexico,
the success of "Boxeando por la Paz" will be
measured by the reduction in youth crime
indices in participating municipalities
(Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): China’s zero-tariff
policy in Africa could structurally realign
global trade, forcing the US and EU to re-
consider arancelary barriers or lose African
market access entirely. Mexico’s pivot to
"bi-directional" investment with Canada
(e.g., Mexican mining in Quebec) may sig-
nal a future "North American" alliance that
bypasses US isolationist trends (Source,
Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: The US use of "Surrogate Social
Media Accounts" for law enforcement (ICE)
creates a precedent for digital entrapment
that may undermine international digital
privacy standards (Source).
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* Diplomatic: Mexico’s "Observer" status in
the Trump-led Peace Board suggests a poli-
cy of "principled distance," where Mexico
supports peace but refuses to validate ex-
clusionary processes (Source).

e Humanitarian: The crisis in Cuba requires
an urgent international medical interven-
tion to prevent maternal mortality due to
energy shortages (Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Film & Tech: Mexico is now a "Strong
Buy" for international film production stu-
dios due to the 30% ISR credit and local-
ized infrastructure investments (Source).

Mining: The bi-directional investment an-
nouncement between Mexico and Canada
(Quebec) suggests a stabilization of the
mining sector and new opportunities for
Mexican firms to expand into the Canadian
North (Source).

Supply Chains: The continued Phase 1 en-
vironmental contingency in the Valley of
Mexico and US oil blockades represent sig-
nificant logistics risks for terrestrial and
maritime transport in the region (Source,
Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

hive.or ils/tv.
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