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NIGERIA’S ELECTORAL INTEGRITY

HANGS IN THE BALANCE AS

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CODIFIES

MANUAL BACKUPS AMIDST

DEEPENING SECURITY

DEPENDENCE ON U.S. MILITARY

ASSISTANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On February 17, 2026, the Nigerian political

landscape was defined by a contentious leg‐

islative push to finalize the 2026 Electoral Act

Repeal  and  Re-enactment  Bill.  The  National

Assembly witnessed rowdy sessions and oppo‐

sition  walkouts  as  the  ruling  APC  majority

successfully codified a manual backup provi‐

sion  for  election  result  transmission.  Critics

and  civil  society  organizations  argue  this

"manual caveat" compromises the transparen‐

cy of the 2027 general elections by creating

loopholes  for  human  interference,  despite

technical  data  suggesting  Nigeria  possesses

the broadband capacity for real-time electron‐

ic transmission. This legislative maneuver oc‐

curs  against  a  backdrop  of  increasing  state

fragility,  highlighted by the formal arrival  of

100 United States military personnel to pro‐

vide technical and intelligence support in the

fight  against  Boko  Haram  and  banditry,  a

move  that  raises  questions  regarding  Nige‐

ria’s  sovereign  defense  capabilities  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

Economically, the administration is attempting

to project a narrative of recovery, citing Na‐

tional Bureau of Statistics (NBS) data showing

headline inflation tapering to 15% and food in‐

flation reaching a single-digit 8.89%. Howev‐

er,  these  numbers  are  met  with  significant

skepticism by economists and the public, who

attribute the drop to "CPI normalization" and

rebasing rather than a reduction in the actual

cost  of  living.  While the central  government

celebrates these statistical  gains,  the subna‐

tionals remain embroiled in disputes over re‐

source  control—specifically  between  Cross

River and Akwa Ibom states regarding 76 off‐

shore  oil  wells—and  the  implementation  of

new tax laws involving rental  income reliefs

and e-invoicing. The day’s events suggest a bi‐

furcated reality: an administration consolidat‐

ing  legal  and  statistical  frameworks  for  the

next election cycle while simultaneously out‐

sourcing its  security  and facing a persistent

"trust  deficit"  from  its  citizenry  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Passage  of  the  2026  Electoral  Act

Amendment: The  Senate  and  House  of

Representatives  approved  the  repeal  and

re-enactment of the Electoral Act. The most

controversial  component  is  Clause  60,

which allows the use of manual Form EC8A

as the primary source for collation if elec‐

tronic transmission "fails." Opposition law‐

makers staged walkouts, claiming the pro‐

vision  invites  rigging  (Source,  Source, 

Source).
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U.S.  Military  Deployment  to  Nigeria:

100  U.S.  military  personnel  and  aircraft

touched down at  Bauchi  Airfield.  The De‐

fense  Headquarters  (DHQ)  clarified  they

are  in  non-combat,  advisory,  and  training

roles to assist Nigerian forces in identifying

and neutralizing extremist groups (Source, 

Source).

Macroeconomic  Divergence: Headline

inflation dropped to  15%,  with  food infla‐

tion falling to 8.89%. Analysts suggest this

is a result of technical rebasing by the NBS

and may not reflect the reality of "egg and

noodle"  prices  in  local  markets  (Source, 

Source).

Nasir El-Rufai  Prosecution: The former

Kaduna State Governor has been charged

with three counts of cybercrime and unlaw‐

ful  interception of  communications follow‐

ing  his  public  admission  of  tapping  the

phone of  National  Security  Advisor  (NSA)

Nuhu  Ribadu.  Legal  experts  question  the

legitimacy of the filing, noting El-Rufai was

not  interrogated  before  being  charged

(Source, Source).

Regional Oil Dispute Escalation: A fed‐

eral  inter-agency  committee  report  sug‐

gested  Cross  River  State  could  regain  its

oil-producing status, potentially reversing a

2012 Supreme Court judgment that ceded

76 wells to Akwa Ibom. Akwa Ibom’s gov‐

ernment has dismissed the report as "legal‐

ly unfounded" (Source, Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: The arrival of U.S. troops sig‐

nifies a shift  toward deeper Western mili‐

tary integration to combat domestic terror

(Source).  Concurrently,  China  announced

zero-tariff access for 53 African nations, in‐

cluding Nigeria,  effective  May 2026,  indi‐

cating  a  competing  "economic  statecraft"

approach by Beijing (Source).

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order: A

new national policy on Internally Displaced

Persons  (IDPs)  was  launched  for  Katsina

and Zamfara states to move beyond tempo‐

rary relief toward sustainable reintegration

(Source, Source).

Legislation: 

Electoral Act 2022 Repeal and Re-en‐

actment Bill  2026: Modifies notice of

election to 300 days and permits manual

transmission as a backup (Source).

Tax Act 2026: Introduces a 20% rental

relief for annual rents under 2.5 million

Naira  and  mandates  e-invoicing  for

medium-scale  businesses  (Source, 

Source).

Cyber Crimes Act 2015: Invoked in the

prosecution of Nasir El-Rufai (Source).

Electricity Act: Credited by the NDPHC

for decentralizing the power market and

encouraging  state-level  participation

(Source).

Corruption  &  Governance: Concerns

were raised in the Senate over "zero releas‐

es"  from  the  2025  budget  for  capital

projects  despite  high  revenue  generation

and  borrowing  (Source).  Meanwhile,  the

NDPC is  probing global  e-commerce plat‐

form Temu over data privacy breaches af‐

fecting millions of Nigerians (Source).
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Energy Security: The Niger Delta Power

Holding Company (NDPHC) reported recov‐

ering  900MW  of  "dormant"  capacity  but

faces  persistent  liquidity  issues,  receiving

only 30% payment on its invoices from the

market (Source).

Terrorism: Suspected Boko Haram insur‐

gents  attacked  the  Deburo  community  in

Borno,  burning  a  church  and  25  houses,

ending a year of relative peace in the agrar‐

ian hub (Source, Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The governance focus has shifted toward insti‐

tutionalizing  the  "Renewed  Hope"  agenda

through legal  overhauls  of  the electoral  and

tax  systems.  Legislative  activity  is  currently

hyper-focused  on  the  2026  Budget  defense

and  the  immediate  implementation  of  the

2026  Tax  Act  to  broaden  the  revenue  base

(Source, Source).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Electoral  Act  2022 Repeal  and Re-en‐

actment  Bill  2026: Slash  the  notice  of

election from 360 to  300 days to  avoid a

clash with Ramadan 2027. It authorizes the

use  of  physical  Form  EC8A  for  results  if

electronic transmission fails, a point of in‐

tense bipartisan friction (Source, Source).

2026 Appropriation Bill: Currently in de‐

fense  stages.  Lawmakers  are  questioning

the 25.9 trillion Naira deficit and the high

debt-service ratio, which currently eclipses

the  combined  budgets  for  health,  educa‐

tion, and infrastructure (Source, Source).

Southern  Nigerian  Traditional  Rulers

Council  Bill: A  point  of  contention  be‐

tween  traditional  rulers  who  dispute  the

council’s existence and those who claim it

was inaugurated by the President (Source, 

Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

NRS  E-Invoicing  Launch: The  National

Revenue  Service  rolled  out  electronic  in‐

voicing  for  medium-sized  businesses  to

curb tax leakages (Source, Source).

Senate  Finance  Committee  Hearing:

The Accountant General of the Federation

was interrogated over the failure to release

2025 budget funds to MDAs (Source).

Traditional & Religious Leaders Health

Summit: President Tinubu called for com‐

munity  leaders to  drive health reforms to

the grassroots (Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Technical  "Glitch‐

es": A recurring narrative in the 2026 elec‐

toral debate is the use of the 2023 "glitch" as

a  precedent  to  justify  manual  interventions.

While telcos and technical experts assert that

Nigeria has 93-100% network density capable

of real-time transmission,  the Senate contin‐

ues to cite "weak broadband" as a reason to

maintain  manual  backups.  This  suggests  a

strategic effort by the political elite to retain a

human-controlled  "override"  in  the  collation

process, which civil society views as an insur‐

ance  policy  for  electoral  manipulation

(Source, Source, Source).

Security  Outsourcing  and  the  Crisis  of

Sovereignty: The  arrival  of  U.S.  troops  in

Bauchi  marks  a  significant  admission  of  the

inadequacy  of  the  Nigerian  Armed  Forces'
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current posture. Despite 31 ongoing internal

operations, the military is "bleeding out" due

to asymmetric warfare and probing attacks by

highly mobile insurgent groups. The reliance

on U.S.  intelligence and technical  specialists

suggests  a  shift  from  "national  defense"  to

"managed  security,"  where  foreign  powers

provide the "eyes and ears" that the Nigerian

state  currently  lacks  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Statistical  "Relief" vs.  Inflationary Reali‐

ty: The NBS reporting a drop in inflation to

15% is technically a "disinflation" (a slowing

of the rate of increase) rather than a "defla‐

tion" (a drop in prices).  However, the narra‐

tive being pushed by the administration is one

of  "relief."  The  skepticism  from  economists

like Bismarck Rewane highlights a "deflation

paradox"—where if prices drop too sharply be‐

low production costs (due to imports or other

factors),  local agriculture will  collapse, lead‐

ing  to  higher  unemployment.  Furthermore,

seasonal spikes due to Ramadan are already

reversing  these  marginal  gains  (Source, 

Source).

The Institutionalization of Non-State Ac‐

tors: In Lagos, the special advisor on taxation

admitted that many "non-state actors" (street

enforcers) are actually acting on behalf of lo‐

cal  governments  to  generate  revenue.  The

government's  struggle  to  "harmonize"  these

actors into a single digital  system reflects a

broader governance challenge: the state’s in‐

ability  to  collect  revenue without  relying on

informal, often violent, middlemen (Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect height‐

ened  legal  challenges  from  civil  society

groups  (like  Action  Aid)  against  the  new

Electoral Act (Source). The Central Bank of

Nigeria (CBN) Monetary Policy Committee

(MPC) meeting next week is unlikely to cut

interest rates aggressively despite the 15%

inflation  figure,  as  they  fear  overheating

the economy ahead of  Ramadan spending

(Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The imple‐

mentation of the 300-day election notice re‐

quirement will force INEC to release a re‐

vised 2027 timetable by late 2026. The U.S.

military presence in Bauchi will likely lead

to  a  series  of  "surgical"  intelligence-led

strikes  on  terrorist  enclaves  in  the  North

Central and Northwest (Source, Source).

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): If  the  manual

backup  provision  in  the  Electoral  Act  re‐

mains,  the 2027 election will  likely  be as

litigious  as  2023,  further  eroding  public

trust in democratic institutions. Structural‐

ly, Nigeria may see a shift toward a more

centralized digital tax and invoicing system

as the National Single Window for maritime

trade and NRS e-invoicing become manda‐

tory (Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security  Bilateralism: The  U.S.  deploy‐

ment necessitates a clear bilateral military

document  to  protect  Nigerian  sovereignty

and  define  the  "rules  of  engagement"  to

avoid accusations of foreign interference in

domestic politics (Source).
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Trade Diversification: China’s  zero-tariff

policy (May 2026) offers a strategic open‐

ing for Nigerian exporters, but only if the

government  resolves  the  "value  addition"

bottleneck  in  mining  and  agriculture

(Source, Source).

Visa Reciprocity: The UK’s shift to e-visas

for  Nigerians  (Feb  25)  mirrors  a  global

trend toward digital borders; Nigeria must

accelerate its own digital infrastructure to

keep  pace  and  ensure  reciprocal  ease  of

travel (Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory  Compliance  Risk: The

NDPC’s  investigation  into  Temu  signals

that  foreign digital  platforms will  face in‐

creasingly aggressive data sovereignty en‐

forcement.  Companies  must  audit  their

data  localization  and  minimization  prac‐

tices immediately (Source).

Investment Opportunity in Energy: The

NDPHC’s pivot toward "industrial clusters"

and renewables (solar) outside the national

grid offers a bankable pathway for private

power  providers  to  bypass  the  inefficient

national transmission system (Source).

Supply Chain Resilience: While headline

inflation  is  down,  maritime  tariffs  remain

"dangerously high," with Ghana’s ports re‐

portedly outperforming Nigeria’s combined

output. Investors should factor in continued

high logistics costs despite currency stabi‐

lization (Source, Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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