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FORENSIC ALLEGATIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of

strategic convergence where the formal archi‐

tecture  of  international  security  is  fraying

while  the  internal  economic  realities  of  the

Russian  Federation  reach  a  point  of  public

friction.  The  expiration  of  the  New  START

(SNV-3)  treaty  on  February  5  has  left  the

world’s  two  largest  nuclear  powers  without

formal  limitations  for  the  first  time  in  over

half  a  century,  coinciding with a "Doomsday

Clock"  nearing  midnight.  Against  this  back‐

drop, a third round of peace negotiations has

commenced in Geneva. However, the return of

Vladimir Medinsky to lead the Russian delega‐

tion suggests a pivot toward ideological  and

historical  demands  rather  than  a  technical

resolution to the conflict. While the Trump ad‐

ministration pushes for a rapid settlement, the

Kremlin appears to be playing for time, using

historical  grievances  to  stall  substantive

progress on a ceasefire.

Domestically, the Russian state is facing a qui‐

et but pervasive crisis of "war attrition." Mas‐

sive hikes in utility (ЖКХ) rates—described by

some  analysts  as  a  "hidden  war  tax"—have

triggered a rare wave of public outcry across

the regions.  This economic pressure is  com‐

pounded by new forensic allegations from five

European  nations  claiming  that  opposition

leader Alexei Navalny was poisoned in prison

with  Epibatidine,  a  rare  toxin  derived  from

South American frogs. Simultaneously, in Cen‐

tral Asia, the power dynamic is shifting; Kyr‐

gyzstan is undergoing a brutal internal purge

of  its  security  apparatus  (GKNB),  signaling

the  end  of  the  Japarov-Tashiev  "tandem,"

while Kazakhstan attempts a delicate balanc‐

ing  act  by  investigating  pro-war  figures  for

mercenarism while continuing to deport anti-

war Russian dissidents back to Moscow.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva Peace Talks Resume with Shift

to  Ideological  Demands: A  three-party

negotiation  (Ukraine,  Russia,  USA)  began

in Geneva in a closed-door format. Russia

replaced its military intelligence represen‐

tative  with  historical  advisor  Vladimir

Medinsky,  signaling  a  return  to  political

and territorial ultimatums rather than tech‐

nical  discussions  on  troop  withdrawal

(Source, Source, Source). 

Formal  Nuclear  Limitation  Era  Ends:

Analysts  highlight  that  as  of  February  5,

2026, the New START treaty has officially

expired  without  a  successor.  For  the  first

time in 50 years, the US and Russia are op‐

erating without mutual inspections or war‐

head caps, as China rapidly expands its ar‐

senal  toward  1,500  warheads  (Source, 

Source). 
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Forensic Escalation in Navalny Poison‐

ing Allegations: On the two-year anniver‐

sary of his death, reports from laboratories

in Germany, France, the UK, Sweden, and

the Netherlands claim to have found traces

of  Epibatidine,  a  neurotoxin,  in  Navalny’s

bio-materials.  The  Kremlin  has  dismissed

this  as  a  "Western  information  dump"

(Source, Source). 

Public Outcry over Russian Utility Price

Surge: Residents  in  multiple  Russian  re‐

gions reported January utility bills increas‐

ing by 50% to 100%. Economic analysts la‐

bel this a "hidden tax" to fund military ex‐

penditures and compensate for decaying in‐

frastructure that the state has failed to re‐

pair over 25 years (Source). 

Kyrgyzstan  Security  Purge  Following

Tashiev’s  Exit: Following  the  removal  of

GKNB chief Kamchybek Tashiev, a massive

"cleansing" of  the security  services is  un‐

derway. Arrested officers are being identi‐

fied  in  media  by  bizarre  underworld-style

nicknames (e.g., "Vaseline," "Licker"), sug‐

gesting a breakdown in formal institutional

culture (Source, Source, Source). 

Kazakhstan’s Legal Dualism: Authorities

in  Astana  have  launched  an  investigation

into  popular  comic  Nurlan  Saburov  for

"mercenarism" after he provided motorcy‐

cles to the Wagner Group. Simultaneously,

Kazakhstan  continues  to  deport  Russian

anti-war activists, demonstrating a volatile

"multi-vector" policy (Source). 

F-16  Foreign  Volunteer  Squadron  in

Ukraine: Reports indicate the formation of

an F-16 squadron in Ukraine composed of

retired Dutch and American pilots. Though

officially denied by some quarters, the re‐

ports suggest a move to bypass the lack of

experienced local pilots (Source, Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations

US Mediation Pressure: President Trump

continues to apply public pressure on Presi‐

dent Zelensky to "sit at the table" immedi‐

ately,  warning that the window for a deal

may close. However, US Secretary of State

Marco Rubio remains skeptical of Russia’s

actual  intent  to  end  hostilities  (Source, 

Source). 

Russian-Iranian-Chinese  Cooperation:

Iran  is  conducting  naval  exercises  in  the

Strait  of  Hormuz  with  Russia  and  China,

even as it conducts "indirect" nuclear talks

with the US in Geneva (Source). 

Western Pilot Integration: The presence

of Dutch and US pilots in Ukraine signals a

deepening of NATO-standard military inte‐

gration, moving from equipment transfer to

direct personnel "volunteering" (Source). 

Domestic Stability & Social Order

The "War Tax" Friction: The Russian pop‐

ulace is beginning to feel the direct cost of

the war through utility inflation. This is cre‐

ating a rare point of unity across political

lines,  with  even  Kremlin-allied  politicians

like  Sergey  Mironov  criticizing  the  hikes

(Source). 

State  Censorship  and  Digital  Control:

Russia has officially begun the transition to

a "sovereign internet" by removing RFE/RL,

YouTube,  and WhatsApp from its  national

Domain Name System (DNS), ensuring that

even with a VPN, users receive a "site does

not exist" error (Source). 
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Taliban Class Segregation: The Taliban’s

new criminal code in Afghanistan has intro‐

duced formal class-based legal protections,

where religious elites (Mullahs, Ulama) re‐

ceive significantly lighter punishments than

common  citizens  for  the  same  crimes

(Source, Source). 

Corruption & Governance

Transparency International Index: Rus‐

sia’s  score  has  plummeted  to  22  points,

driven by centralized, non-transparent mili‐

tary spending and the crushing of indepen‐

dent  oversight.  By  contrast,  Moldova  and

Armenia are showing modest improvements

through Western-aligned reforms (Source). 

Ukrainian  Energy  Corruption: Former

Ukrainian  Energy  Minister  German

Galushchenko is facing a multi-million dol‐

lar  bail  hearing  regarding  the  "Medas"

money laundering case, highlighting ongo‐

ing domestic struggles with institutional in‐

tegrity despite the war (Source, Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislation in  Russia  is  trending toward the

total centralization of executive power and the

neutralization  of  digital  privacy.  Meanwhile,

Afghanistan’s new legal code signals a transi‐

tion from "decree-based" rule to a formalized

system  of  religious  and  gender-based

apartheid.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Russian  Communication  Law  Amend‐

ments (Blocking Power): The State Duma

passed  amendments  in  the  second  and

third  readings  allowing  the  FSB  to  block

mobile  and internet  connections solely  on

the  President’s  order,  without  needing  to

prove a security threat. Operators are ex‐

empted  from  compensating  citizens  for

these outages (Source, Source). 

Taliban Criminal Procedure Code: A 58-

page  document  signed  by  Hibatullah

Akhundzada. It formalizes class-based sen‐

tencing and reduces women to "machines

for  childbirth,"  with  significantly  lighter

sentences for men who assault their wives

compared  to  organizers  of  "cockfights"

(Source, Source). 

Ban  on  Prayer  Rooms  in  Apartment

Buildings (Russia): A bill supported by 67

deputies  to  ban religious  services  in  non-

residential  areas of  apartment blocks,  cit‐

ing resident complaints. This is viewed as a

move against Islamic and Protestant "home

churches" (Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Geneva Summit  Press  Briefing: Dmitry

Peskov  cautioned  against  expecting  a

"breakthrough" on Day 1, emphasizing the

closed-door nature of the talks (Source). 

Crocus  City  Hall  Sentencing  Request:

Prosecutors  have  formally  requested  life

sentences  for  15  of  19  defendants  in  the

2024 terror attack, as well as the stripping

of Russian citizenship for those who provid‐

ed logistical support (Source, Source). 
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of History

A recurring theme is the Russian state’s use

of  18th-century  analogies  to  justify  current

geopolitical outcomes. By referencing the 21-

year war with Sweden, the Russian delegation

in Geneva is signaling that it is prepared for a

"generational"  conflict  if  its  territorial  gains

are not recognized. This is mirrored in the do‐

mestic education spat where Russian MP Lu‐

govoy  has  accused  Central  Asian  states  of

"Russophobia" for teaching history that char‐

acterizes the Russian Empire as a colonizer.

This suggests the Kremlin is attempting to en‐

force an "ideological union" as a prerequisite

for diplomatic cooperation (Source, Source).

Economic  "Shock  Therapy"  and  the  Es‐

capism Economy

As real  wages stagnate  and utility  costs  ex‐

plode, the Russian state is fostering an econo‐

my of  "cinema escapism."  Record box  office

numbers  for  Soviet-era  remakes  like

"Cheburashka  2"  and  "Prostokvashino"  indi‐

cate a population that is increasingly retreat‐

ing from a grim present into a sanitized, fairy‐

tale version of the past. Cultural analysts sug‐

gest this "cinematic anesthesia" is a deliber‐

ate governance strategy to maintain social or‐

der as infrastructure begins to fail (Source).

The End of the Nuclear Taboo

With the expiration of SNV-3, the rhetoric of

nuclear deterrence is shifting. The transcripts

suggest a growing fear that Russia may resort

to "non-traditional" delivery systems like the

Burevestnik  or  Poseidon  due  to  concerns

about the "survivability" of its standard ICBM

fleet. The entry of China as a primary nuclear

peer has turned a bilateral standoff into a tri‐

lateral  race,  significantly  increasing the risk

of accidental escalation (Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): We  expect  in‐

creased domestic arrests in Russia following

the  Navalny  poisoning  report,  as  the  state

moves to prevent "anniversary" protests from

gaining  momentum.  In  Geneva,  expect  a

"stalemate communiqué" where parties agree

only to further prisoner exchanges while re‐

maining far  apart  on "energy truces"  or  the

"shadow fleet" issue (Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of

utility  hikes  will  likely  manifest  in  regional

budget crises as arrears grow. In Kyrgyzstan,

President Japarov will likely consolidate total

control,  potentially  moving  to  formalize  his

ability to run for a third term despite the con‐

stitutional  court's  current  "two-term"  ruling.

Ukraine may see a more aggressive air cam‐

paign if foreign-piloted F-16s are used to tar‐

get  Russian  long-range  aviation  (Source, 

Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): Without a new nu‐

clear treaty, we are entering a period of rapid

warhead  expansion.  China  will  likely  reach

warhead  parity  with  the  US  and  Russia  by

2030. Within Russia, the continued neglect of

utility  infrastructure  in  favor  of  military

spending will likely lead to major regional en‐

vironmental and humanitarian disasters (e.g.,

mass  heating  failures  in  Siberian  cities)

(Source, Source).
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Prepare  for  a  "no-inspections"

nuclear environment. Intelligence agencies

must shift  from cooperative monitoring to

high-resolution satellite and signals intelli‐

gence to track Russian and Chinese mobile

ICBM movements. 

Diplomatic: The forensic  evidence in the

Navalny case should be used to apply sec‐

ondary  sanctions  on  the  Russian  military

laboratories  (GOSNIIOKHT)  that  are  cur‐

rently bypassing sanctions via international

scientific exchange programs. 

Regional: Central  Asian  states  like  Kyr‐

gyzstan  and  Kazakhstan  should  be  moni‐

tored for internal instability as the Russian

"elder brother" narrative increasingly con‐

flicts with local nationalist sentiments. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Logistics Risk: The fuel crisis in Cuba and

potential instability in the Strait of Hormuz

present immediate risks to tourism and oil

supply chains. Diversify routing away from

Russian-Iranian coordinated naval zones. 

Regulatory  Compliance: Total  digital

sovereignty  in  Russia  means  that  any  re‐

maining Western software or data services

are now subject to immediate FSB intercep‐

tion without judicial review. Data residency

within Russia is now a critical security lia‐

bility. 

Infrastructure  Exposure: Avoid  invest‐

ments in Russian heavy industry or regional

utilities. The current "under-investment" in

pipes  and  power  grids  is  a  systemic  risk

that  will  lead  to  unplanned  outages  and

"force majeure" events in the coming win‐

ters. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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