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Alleged $112M Money Laundering,
“Midas” Scheme reaches President’s
inner circle (Mindich Group). Evidence:
Offshore Accounts, Elite Schooling.
Alleged abuse of NABU detectives.
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LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
‘Wall of Drones’ & ‘SAFE’ decouple
European security from US. Russian

economic debt crisis by 2028.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Monitor Russian ‘Grey’ VPNs. EU presence needed in Geneva.
Secondary sanctions on Russian shadow fleet. Firms must audit Ukrainian energy ties.

Odesa blackouts continue. More Definitive Geneva answer by April
Halushchenko case disclosures. (Trump-Beijing). €15BN EU credit

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): | MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
tranche shifts defense burden.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 16-17, 2026, marks a critical pivot
point for Ukraine as domestic governance
crises collide with high-stakes international
diplomacy. The arrest of former Energy and
Justice Minister Herman Halushchenko while
attempting to flee to Poland has exposed a
massive corruption network—the "Midas"
scheme—allegedly involving $112 million in
laundered funds and reaches into the Presi-
dent’s inner circle (Timur Mindich). This scan-
dal breaks just as a third round of trilateral
negotiations begins in Geneva between
Ukraine, Russia, and the United States. The
diplomatic track is underscored by heavy
pressure from U.S. President Donald Trump,
who has publicly urged Kyiv to "hurry up" and
settle, even as Russia conducts massive com-
bined air strikes targeting Ukraine’s already
fragile energy infrastructure.

The convergence of these events suggests a
Russian strategy of "negotiation through fire,"

utilizing intense military pressure to force
concessions in Geneva while Ukrainian inter-
nal stability is tested by mobilization friction
and elite infighting. Simultaneously, Ukraine
is demonstrating increased "asymmetric ma-
turity" through successful deep-penetration
drone strikes on Russian refineries and the
systemic "de-Starlinking" of Russian frontline
forces. The day's events highlight a paradox:
while Ukraine’s military and air defense capa-
bilities (boasting a 92% interception rate) re-
main robust, the political and energy sectors
are under unprecedented strain from both in-
ternal predatory corruption and external
geopolitical realignments.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Halushchenko/Midas Corruption
Prosecution: Former Minister Herman
Halushchenko was intercepted by the SBU
and NABU on a train to Warsaw. He faces
charges of money laundering ($112M) and
participation in a criminal organization (the
Mindich Group). Evidence includes offshore
accounts in Anguilla and payments for elite
Swiss schooling. The case highlights sys-
temic "kickback" schemes in the energy
sector (Energoatom) and alleged retaliation
against NABU detectives through abusive
prison conditions (Source, Source, Source,
Source, Source).
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Geneva Trilateral Negotiations (Round
3): High-level talks between Ukraine
(Umerov, Budanov), the US (Vitkoff, Kushn-
er), and Russia (Medinsky) commenced in
Geneva. Focus areas include an "energy
truce," POW exchanges, and the potential
status of the Donbas. Russian representa-
tion by ideologue Vladimir Medinsky sug-
gests a focus on cultural and historical con-
cessions, while Trump signals a desire for a
rapid conclusion (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

Massive Russian Combined Air Assault:
Russia launched nearly 400 drones and 30
missiles in a single night, specifically tar-
geting energy nodes in Odesa, Dnipro, and
Zaporizhzhia. Despite a 92% interception
rate, Odesa's energy infrastructure suffered
"extremely serious" damage, leading to wa-
ter and power outages (Source, Source,
Source).

Systemic Disabling of Russian Star-
links: Following Ukrainian and internation-
al pressure, SpaceX implemented "white
lists," effectively disabling thousands of
"grey market" Starlink terminals used by
the Russian military. This has caused a sig-
nificant command-and-control crisis on the
Russian front line, as the invasion force had
become overly reliant on Western satellite
internet (Source, Source).

Ukrainian Strikes on Russian Energy
Infrastructure: Ukraine conducted suc-
cessful drone strikes on the Ilsky refinery in
Krasnodar and other sites in Tatarstan and
Crimea. These attacks are causing measur-
able fiscal stress on the Russian budget and
localized fuel shortages (Source, Source,
Source).

Expansion of the European "Drone
Wall": The EU and NATO members
(Baltics, Poland) are accelerating the "Wall
of Drones" project, intended to create a
multi-layered sensor and interceptor barri-
er by 2027. Ukraine is increasingly viewed
as the primary technology and training
provider for this initiative (Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics & International Rela-

tions

Trilateral Dynamics: The U.S. has posi-
tioned itself as the sole mediator capable of
bringing both sides to the table, though Eu-
ropean allies (Poland, Czechia) express
frustration at being excluded from the deci-
sion-making process despite being the pri-
mary financial backers of Ukraine's defense
(Source, Source).

Baltic Defense Readiness: High-level offi-
cials in Lithuania and Estonia are openly
discussing the "2027 Window"—the year
Russia may be capable of a conventional or
hybrid assault on NATO’s eastern flank.
Strategic shifts include Estonia's "strike
deep" doctrine and Poland's massive re-
servist expansion to 500,000 (Source,
Source, Source).

US-Iran Relations: Parallel to the Ukraine
talks, US-Iran negotiations in Geneva re-
garding the nuclear program are at a stale-
mate. The US has concentrated strike as-
sets in the region as a "negotiation through
strength" tactic (Source, Source).
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Corruption & Governance

* Operation Midas: The investigation into
the "Mindich Group" (Timur Mindich, a
long-time business partner of the Presi-
dent) reveals a "shadow government" con-
trolling financial flows in gas and energy.
The prosecution of Halushchenko is a test
of the independence of NABU/SAP follow-
ing previous attempts to legislatively cur-
tail their powers (Source, Source, Source).

* Judicial/Penitentiary Abuse: Revelations
that the Ministry of Justice (under
Halushchenko) allegedly coordinated with
the SBU to "torture" a NABU detective by
placing him in a high-risk, low-sanitation
prison cell to extract silence or cooperation
(Source).

Energy Security

* Odesa Infrastructure Crisis: Damage to
Odesa’s thermal power and water pumping
stations is described as requiring "long-
term" repair, potentially lasting until April.
This represents a targeted effort by Russia
to de-urbanize key Ukrainian port cities
(Source, Source, Source).

* Financial Support: Naftogaz secured an
€85 million grant from Norway (via EBRD)
for emergency gas purchases to stabilize
the heating season amid Russian infrastruc-
ture attacks (Source, Source).

Domestic Stability & Social Order

* Mobilization Friction: Businessman Igor
Krivetsky claims SBU targeting for his pub-
lic criticism of mobilization failures (e.g., al-
lowing 18-24-year-olds to leave the coun-
try). Tensions are rising between the state
security apparatus and influential regional
figures over the "nation's survival" vs. "mo-
bilization quotas" (Source, Source).

Social Trauma: A mass murder-suicide in
the Lviv region involving a father and two
children highlights the extreme psychologi-
cal stress on the civilian population after
years of war (Source, Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislation and policy discussions centered on
emergency economic stabilization, defense in-
dustrial expansion, and the long-term integra-
tion of Ukraine into European structures. No-
table focus was placed on the EU's "SAFE"
credit program and the restructuring of do-
mestic consumer incentives.

BILLS & POLICIES DISCUSSED:

EU SAFE Credit Program: A massive
€150 billion defense credit facility. Poland
has been authorized for €43.7 billion, 80%
of which must go to domestic industry with
provisions for Ukrainian participation.
Ukraine's first €15 billion tranche from a
separate €90 billion package is expected in
April 2026 (Source, Source, Source).

National Cashback Revision: Effective
March 1, the fixed 10% cashback on domes-
tic goods will change to a sliding scale of
5-15%, prioritizing high-import categories
like cosmetics and clothing to support do-
mestic manufacturing (Source).

Energy Support Credits: New 0% interest
loans for private homeowners to install so-
lar power or generators, with the state
compensating 50-70% of equipment costs
(Source).

Georgian "Anti-Extremism" Article: A
proposal in Georgia to criminalize the non-
recognition of election results or the cre-
ation of alternative government bodies,
viewed by analysts as a tool for consolidat-
ing authoritarian control (Source).
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Halushchenko Preventive Measure
Hearing: High Anti-Corruption Court
(VAKS) set a 200 million UAH bail for
Halushchenko, significantly lower than the
425 million UAH requested by SAP
Halushchenko used the platform to deny
Mindich ties and claim his children's educa-
tion was paid for by a "wealthy godfather"
(Source, Source).

* Rubio-Orban Press Conference (Buda-
pest): US SecState Rubio praised Hungary
as a key partner and asserted that the US
would not "force" terms on Ukraine, though
it remains the only power capable of medi-
ating (Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Digital Concentration Camp"”
Narrative

A significant development is the coordinated
effort by the Kremlin to migrate Russian inter-
net users away from Telegram toward the
"Messenger Max" platform. By "throttling"
Telegram under the guise of security or non-
compliance with the "Yarovaya Law," Russia is
attempting to finalize its domestic "Great Fire-
wall." This has wunintended consequences:
Russian frontline units, which have built their
horizontal command structures on Telegram,
are facing immediate operational blindness.
Analysts view this as Russia prioritizing inter-
nal regime security and narrative control over
frontline efficiency, effectively creating a "dig-
ital concentration camp" for its citizens while
still attempting to project influence on West-
ern platforms (Source, Source).

The Erosion of Elite Immunity

The "Midas" case signals a potential endgame
for the "untouchable" status of the President’s
pre-war business inner circle. The systematic
mapping of the Mindich Group’s hierarchy—
from the "Rocket" (Myronyuk) to the "Profes-
sor" (Halushchenko) to "Karlson" (Mindich)—
suggests that NABU and SAP have successful-
ly shielded their investigations from the politi-
cal interference that peaked in mid-2025. The
inclusion of details regarding the "Russian
connection" (links to Derkach and potentially
Mogilevich) indicates that the corruption is
being framed not just as theft, but as high-lev-
el national security sabotage (Source,
Source).

The "Dutch Precedent" in Modern
Warfare

Analysts are increasingly drawing parallels
between 16th-century Netherlands and 21st-
century Ukraine. Like the Dutch Republic
against the Spanish Empire, Ukraine is a
smaller, technologically superior maritime/
tech power fighting a "lumbering, decaying
empire." The massive scaling of FPV drone
production (aiming for 20 million units in
2026) and the opening of defense exports to
Western partners signify Ukraine’s transition
into a global military-industrial hub. This
"asymmetric maturity" is the only credible de-
terrent against Russia's "endless war" doc-
trine (Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect Odesa to remain in a state of rolling
blackouts and water rationing as "serious"
damage to the power grid is addressed.
This will likely lead to temporary civilian
outmigration from the city (Source).
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* The Halushchenko case will likely see more RECOMMENDATIONS &

"pre-trial disclosures" of SMS communica- IMPLICATIONS
tions and financial transfers to keep public
pressure on the President's office during For International Policy:

the Geneva talks (Source).

* Security: The disabling of Russian Star-
Medium Term (1-6 Months): links provides a tactical window for a
Ukrainian counter-push. Western intelli-
gence should monitor Russian attempts to
utilize "Grey" VPNs or alternative domestic
satellites to re-establish control (Source).

* A definitive answer on the "Geneva Truce"
must be reached by April to align with
Trump's visit to Beijing. If talks fail, expect
a massive Russian ground offensive in the

Donbas to "create facts on the ground" be-
fore summer (Source, Source) must be balanced by formal EU representa-
tion to ensure that a "peace" deal does not

create a long-term "failed state" or "gray
zone" in Central Europe (Source).

* Diplomatic: The US presence in Geneva

* Ukraine will receive its first major €15 bil-
lion EU credit tranche in April, shifting the
defense burden significantly away from the

US to the EU (Source). * Economic: Secondary sanctions on the
Russian shadow fleet are the most efficient
Long Term (1-5 Years): path to forcing Medinsky’s team into "real-
istic" negotiations by cutting the Kremlin’s
e The "Wall of Drones" and the SAFE pro- liquidity (Source).
gram will structurally decouple European
security from US satellite and logistics re- For Private Sector/Investors:

liance. Poland and Ukraine will emerge as
the "Center of Gravity" for European con-

ventional defense (Source, Source). case demonstrates that NABU/SAP are ac-
tively scrutinizing international transfers

and offshore trappings. Firms with histori-
cal ties to the Ukrainian energy sector
should conduct immediate internal audits
of their local partners (Source).

* Regulatory Compliance: The "Midas"

* The Russian economy will face a debt crisis
as gold reserves are sold to cover military
deficits, likely forcing a regime-level re-
assessment of the "war of attrition" by 2028

(Source).
* Supply Chain: The Ukrainian drone mar-

ket is opening for export. This offers mas-
sive opportunities for sensor and propul-
sion manufacturers but carries high "repu-
tational risk" if Russian-affiliated proxies at-
tempt to enter the supply chain (Source).

* Energy Investment: The decentralization
of the Ukrainian grid (mini-boilers, solar for
private homes) is the primary growth area
for the next 24 months, supported by 0%
interest credit lines and high state subsi-
dies (Source).
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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