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POSTURING

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On February 17, 2026, the Islamic Republic of
Iran executed a high-stakes balancing act, en-
gaging in the second round of indirect nuclear
negotiations with the United States in Geneva
while simultaneously conducting significant
naval exercises in the Strait of Hormuz. The
diplomatic efforts, mediated by Oman, were
described by Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Arakchi as "constructive," yielding a general
agreement on "guiding principles." However,
this diplomatic path is heavily overshadowed
by a climate of "utmost distrust" fueled by the
legacy of the "12-day war" in June 2025 and
ongoing U.S. military build-ups in the Persian
Gulf. Iran remains steadfast in its refusal to
negotiate on its ballistic missile program or
regional alliances, insisting that talks remain
"laser-focused" on uranium enrichment and
the comprehensive lifting of economic sanc-
tions.

The day was also marked by a sharp escala-
tion in regional tensions following the Israeli
cabinet's approval of a plan to register vast
tracts of the occupied West Bank (Area C) as
"state property." This move, condemned by
over 80 countries and international organiza-
tions, is being framed by Tehran and its allies
as a de facto annexation and a "continuous
declaration of war." Domestically, Iran held
nationwide ceremonies to commemorate the
"martyrs" of foreign-backed terrorist attacks
from January, utilizing the events to project
national unity and resilience. The conver-
gence of these events—diplomatic engage-
ment in Europe, military drills at home, and
escalating conflict in the Levant—indicates a
strategy of "hybrid diplomacy," where Iran
uses its military readiness and social cohesion
as leverage to extract economic concessions
from a Trump administration perceived as er-
ratic and beholden to Israeli interests.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Conclusion of the Second Round of In-
direct Nuclear Talks in Geneva: Iranian
and U.S. delegations concluded a brief, two-
hour session mediated by Oman. While no
final deal was reached, both sides agreed to
a set of guiding principles for future draft-
ing. Iran maintains a strict "nuclear-only"
agenda, refusing to discuss its defensive ca-
pabilities or regional proxies. (Source,
Source, Source, Source, Source)
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IRGC Navy "Smart Control" Drills in
the Strait of Hormuz: For the second con-
secutive day, the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) conducted naval exer-
cises involving rapid reaction units. The
drills aimed to showcase "24-hour intelli-
gence dominance" over the strategic water-
way, through which 20% of the world’s oil
passes, serving as a direct counter-signal to
U.S. naval presence. (Source, Source,
Source, Source, Source)

Supreme Leader Khamenei Projects
Military Defiance: In a major address, Ay-
atollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei asserted that
the U.S. has failed to defeat Iran for 47
years and warned that even the "strongest
military" can be crippled. He specifically
noted that weapons capable of "sending
warships to the bottom of the sea" are more
powerful than the warships themselves.
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

International Condemnation of Israeli
West Bank Land Registration: The Is-
raeli cabinet's plan to register land in Area
C was widely denounced as illegal annexa-
tion. 80 nations and the UN warned that
this would lead to the dispossession of
Palestinians and further destabilize the re-
gion. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Critique of the "New Gaza" Redevelop-
ment Plan: Analysis of Jared Kushner’s
$30 billion redevelopment plan for Gaza
(the "Gaza Riviera") characterizes it as a
"real estate pitch" built on "dead bodies"
and a prelude to the permanent displace-
ment of the indigenous Palestinian popula-
tion. (Source, Source, Source)

Canada’s Military Pivot Away from the
U.S.: Canadian Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney announced a multi-billion dollar plan to
strengthen Canada's military, citing a
"widening gap" between Canadian and U.S.
values and the unreliability of U.S. protec-
tion under the current administration.
(Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Rela-

tions

Nuclear Brinkmanship: Iran utilizes its
suspension of IAEA cooperation (following
the June 2025 strikes) as a bargaining chip,
while the U.S. attempts to broaden the
scope of negotiations to include regional
security—a move Iran categorizes as "coer-
cive diplomacy." (Source, Source)

Regional Resistance Axis: Hezbollah and
Hamas leaders reaffirm their commitment
to military resistance despite ceasefire
agreements, citing continued Israeli "ag-
gression" and violations. (Source, Source,
Source, Source)

Strategic Alliances: Iran and Russia con-
tinue to strengthen ties in energy and eco-
nomic sectors, with Russian Energy Minis-
ter Sergey Tsivilev reaffirming Moscow’s
support for Tehran despite Western pres-
sure. (Source, Source)
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Domestic Stability and Social Or-
der

* National Solidarity Marches: The 47th
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution and
the 40th-day commemoration of the Janu-
ary attacks are used by the state to demon-
strate "popular deterrence" and debunk
Western narratives of a divided society.
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Internal Security: State media empha-
sizes the "awareness" of the Iranian people
in foiling "foreign-backed riots" and "hybrid
" tactics intended to destabilize the
economy via currency devaluation. (Source,
Source, Source)

war

Economic Statecraft and Energy
Security

* Sanctions as "Economic Terrorism":
Tehran frames U.S. sanctions as targeting
essential civilian needs, such as medicine
and aviation parts, using this narrative to
justify its "resistance economy" and de-
mand total sanctions removal as a prerequi-
site for nuclear concessions. (Source,
Source, Source)

Strait of Hormuz Leverage: Iranian offi-
cials explicitly link the security of global en-
ergy markets to the stability of the Strait,
warning that any attack on Iran would trig-
ger an economic shock with oil prices po-
tentially exceeding $150 per Dbarrel.
(Source, Source, Source)

Trade Diversification: Iran and Pakistan
have pledged to raise bilateral trade to $10
billion by 2028, focusing on agriculture and
infrastructure. (Source)

Legislation and Policy

* Israeli Land Registration Plan (West
Bank): A policy allowing the seizure of
Area C lands if Palestinian ownership can-
not be "proven," widely seen as a legal
mechanism  for (Source,
Source, Source)

annexation.

* EU Migration Reforms: New reforms un-
der consideration by the European Parlia-
ment that would create centers outside EU
borders for rejected asylum seekers and in-
crease detention periods. (Source, Source,
Source)

* Canada’s Military Expansion Plan: A
multi-billion dollar initiative to bolster mis-
sile defense and maritime capabilities to re-
duce dependence on the U.S. security um-
brella. (Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative discussions centered on the expan-
sion of state control over disputed territories
and the tightening of migration controls in the
West. Regional policies continue to be defined
by the erosion of previous international frame-
works, such as the Oslo Accords and the
JCPOA, in favor of unilateral actions and "co-
ercive" maneuvering.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Israeli Land Registration (Area C): Ap-
proved by the Israeli cabinet, this plan
seeks to register large parts of the West
Bank as state property if ownership is not
documented to the state's satisfaction.
(Source, Source, Source)
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* EU Migration Reform Package: Current-
ly under consideration in the European Par-
liament, these reforms include provisions
for police raids of public/private spaces and
the confiscation of identity documents.
(Source, Source, Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Munich Security Conference Echoes:
Repercussions from U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio's speech, which signaled a
shift away from "rules-based order" toward
a more unilateral "America First" foreign
policy. (Source)

Disarmament Conference (Geneva):
Foreign Minister Arakchi addressed the
UN, emphasizing that nuclear weapons are
a "threat to humanity" and advocating for
their complete elimination, contrasting this
with Iran's "peaceful" program. (Source,
Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Logic of "Positive" Short-Term
Diplomacy

A recurring theme is the characterization of
the Geneva talks as "positive" and "serious"
despite the profound lack of trust between the
primary actors. This suggests a tactical pause.
Both Tehran and Washington appear to see
utility in *appearing* to negotiate: Trump to
satisfy an anti-war domestic base and stabilize
oil markets, and Iran to stave off immediate
military aggression while its "resistance econ-
omy" attempts to manage internal inflation.
The establishment of "guiding principles" is a
low-stakes win that allows both sides to return
to their capitals without admitting failure,

even as they prepare for the "more difficult"
drafting stage. (Source, Source, Source)

Deterrence Through Asymmetric
Threat

Iran's strategic narrative has shifted from
"strategic patience" to "active deterrence."
The emphasis on the ability to sink aircraft
carriers and close the Strait of Hormuz is no
longer just rhetorical; it is backed by the de-
ployment of hypersonic missiles and drone
swarms. The Iranian leadership is betting that
the economic cost of a war—estimated to po-
tentially collapse the U.S. dollar and spike
global inflation—is a more effective shield
than any international treaty. (Source, Source,
Source)

The "Real Estate" Approach to
Conflict Resolution

The "New Gaza" plan and the West Bank land
registration represent a "tycoon’s approach"
to geopolitics, where territorial disputes are
treated as real estate ventures. Critics argue
this ignores the civilizational and religious
identity of the land, viewing it instead as a
"playground for the wealthy" built on the ru-
ins of a destroyed society. This theme high-
lights a fundamental disconnect between the
"transactional" nature of current U.S. policy
and the "ideological" resistance of the region-
al axis. (Source, Source, Source)

Fracturing of the Western Alliance

The unprecedented public criticism of the U.S.
by Canada and the labeling of U.S. migration
policies by EU rights groups as "Nazi-style"
indicates a significant breakdown in Western
cohesion. The "America First" posture is forc-
ing traditional allies to consider sovereign mil-
itary and economic paths, which Iran and its
allies (Russia/China) are eager to exploit to
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foster a "multipolar world." (Source, Source,
Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Diplomatic Continuity: Expect a third
round of indirect talks to be announced
shortly. Both sides will exchange draft
texts, though actual concessions will be
minimal. (Source)

Regional Volatility: As Ramadan ap-
proaches, expect heightened tensions in
the West Bank and at Al-Agsa Mosque due
to increased Israeli security measures and
settler provocations. (Source, Source)

Market Reaction: Oil markets will remain
volatile as investors weigh the "positive"
Geneva tone against the "cocked pistol"
military readiness in the Persian Gulf.
(Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

Sanctions Maneuvering: Iran may offer a
symbolic pause in 60% enrichment in ex-
change for a temporary waiver on oil ex-
ports to China to ease domestic currency
pressure. (Source, Source)

Israeli Annexation Progress: The land
registration process in the West Bank will
likely trigger a formal termination of the
Oslo Accords by the Palestinian Authority,
potentially leading to a total collapse of civ-
il order in Area C. (Source)

U.S. Election Pressure: As mid-term elec-
tions approach, the Trump administration
will be under intense pressure to deliver a
"decisive win"—either a landmark "Trump
Deal" or a short, high-impact military
strike. (Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Structural Realignment: Canada and

parts of the EU will significantly decouple
their defense industries from the U.S., cre-
ating a fragmented NATO and new opportu-
nities for Russian/Chinese influence in the
Arctic and North Atlantic. (Source, Source)

Energy Transition Conflict: The battle for
control over West Asian oil will remain the
primary driver of conflict, even as the glob-
al economy transitions, due to the low cost
of production and the strategic importance
of the Strait of Hormuz. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Security: The risk of "accidental" escala-

tion in the Strait of Hormuz is extremely
high. International maritime monitoring
must be prioritized to avoid a localized inci-
dent triggering a regional war. (Source,
Source)

Diplomacy: Mediators (Oman/Turkey)
should focus on "compartmentalization"—
keeping the nuclear file strictly separate
from regional issues—as this is the only
path currently acceptable to Tehran.
(Source, Source)

Humanitarian: Urgent intervention is re-
quired to prevent the total collapse of medi-
cal and aid delivery in Gaza, as MSF and
other NGOs face increasing restrictions.
(Source, Source, Source)
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For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversification away
from energy routes dependent on the Strait
of Hormuz is critical. A partial closure
would cause an immediate, sustained spike
in logistics and manufacturing costs global-
ly. (Source, Source)

* Regulatory Compliance: Investors should
monitor the progress of Israeli land regis-
tration in the West Bank; companies operat-
ing in Area C may soon face severe interna-
tional legal challenges and "annexation-re-
lated" sanctions. (Source, Source)

* Investment Opportunity: The growing
Iran-Pakistan and Iran-China trade corri-
dors suggest emerging markets for non-dol-
larized trade and infrastructure in South
and Central Asia. (Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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