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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, presents a stark contrast
between the traditional levity of Carnival and
a deepening domestic and geopolitical crisis
for the Portuguese administration. Domesti-
cally, the government is grappling with the
devastating aftermath of "Storm Christine"
and a succession of subsequent depressions.
Massive landslides in Almada and Torres Ve-
dras have displaced hundreds of residents and
destroyed critical infrastructure, with estimat-
ed damages in Mafra alone reaching 8 million
euros. The Ministry of Finance is walking a
narrow fiscal tightrope, attempting to fund ur-
gent reconstruction while maintaining deficit
targets and debt reduction goals. This tension
is exacerbated by political friction, as opposi-
tion parties and local mayors demand the ex-
tension of calamity states and toll exemptions,
while over 11,000 citizens remain without
electricity three weeks after the initial weath-
er events (Source, Source, Source).

Internationally, Lisbon is watching two high-
stakes diplomatic tracks in Geneva: the U.S.-
mediated peace talks between Ukraine and
Russia, and renewed negotiations regarding
the Iranian nuclear program. While a prelimi-
nary agreement on "guiding principles" has
been reached with Iran, the Ukraine track re-
mains skeptical as Russia intensifies its
strikes on energy infrastructure to leverage
colder weather. Simultaneously, the U.S. state
department under Marco Rubio is signaling a
strategic pivot toward Euroskeptic allies like
Hungary, potentially isolating core EU powers
like France and Germany. This geopolitical
shift occurs just as EU finance ministers de-
bate a "multi-speed Europe" regarding capital
market integration, threatening to leave pe-
ripheral economies like Portugal on the deci-
sion-making margins (Source, Source).
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Systemic Post-Storm Structural Failure
and Landslide Crisis

[e]

o

A new landslide in Costa de Caparica (Al-
mada) buried three homes and forced
the relocation of 30 residents, marking
the third major "mass movement" in the
area since early February. Authorities
warn that the cliff face remains unstable
and further collapses are imminent
(Source).

In Porto Brandao, 160 people were or-
dered to evacuate permanently, with lo-
cal officials stating they will never be al-
lowed to return to their homes due to

persistent geological risk (Source,
Source).

Over 20 roads remain cut in Mafra and
Torres Vedras, where craters have
formed in national highways, isolating
several rural populations (Source,
Source).

(Source, Source, Source)

* Geneva Diplomatic Tracks:

Ukraine

Peace and Iranian Nuclear Tensions

o]

o]

Russia, Ukraine, and the U.S. resumed
peace talks in Geneva. However, Presi-
dent Zelensky warned that Russian
strikes on the energy grid make a deal
increasingly unlikely (Source, Source).

U.S. and Iranian delegations reached a
preliminary understanding on "princi-
ples" for a nuclear agreement, aiming to
lift sanctions in exchange for strict over-
sight of civilian-limited nuclear programs
(Source).

The U.S. is pressuring Kyiv for a rapid
solution, while Moscow maintains its de-
mand for full control of the Donbas and
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant (Source).

(Source, Source)

* Fiscal Constraints and the "Specter of
the Deficit"

[e]

o

Finance Minister Miranda Sarmento
warned that the budget path for 2026
has narrowed significantly due to recon-
struction costs. He stated that the coun-
try must make "choices" between fiscal
discipline and emergency aid (Source,
Source).

Portugal has requested the European
Union activate the "Agricultural Crisis
Reserve" and the "Solidarity Fund" to
cover over 300 million euros in claimed
agricultural damages (Source, Source).

The government plans to redirect 400
million euros from the Recovery and Re-
silience Plan (PRR) to support businesses
in the central region affected by the
storms (Source).

(Source, Source, Source)
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* Healthcare Waitlist Reform Backlash

o A new law prohibiting private-sector doc-
tors from referring patients directly to
the public hospitals where they also
work has caused a major rift. Hospital
managers call the move an "attack on pa-
tients," especially those without family
doctors (Source, Source).

The program's coordinator, Joana
Mourao, defends the law as a necessary
measure to prevent conflicts of interest
and "favoritism," while admitting
changes may be needed after one year
(Source, Source).

(Source, Source, Source)

* U.S. Strategic Realignment in Central
Europe

o U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s
visit to Hungary signals strong support
for Victor Orban ahead of April elections.
Rubio criticized the UN and EU for fail-
ing to end the Ukraine conflict while
praising Orban’s "strong leadership"
(Source, Source).

Hungary and the U.S. signed a nuclear
energy cooperation agreement, further
cementing an alliance that diverges from
the Franco-German EU core (Source).

(Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Geopolitics and International Relations

o]

]

The EU is moving toward a "multi-speed"
model where larger economies integrate
capital markets more rapidly, potentially
creating a periphery of less influential
states including Portugal (Source).

Zelensky warns that Russia’s "evolution
of evil" involves combined strikes requir-
ing advanced air defense that partners
are currently slow to provide (Source).

Alexei Navalny's 2-year anniversary was
marked by European claims that he was
poisoned with epibatidine, a toxin from
an Ecuadorian frog not found in Russia
(Source, Source).

(Source, Source)

* Critical Infrastructure and Energy Se-
curity

o]

o

11,000 E-Redes customers remain with-
out power. In Pombal,
spending 30-80 euros daily on fuel for
generators to maintain basic hygiene
and medical (Source,
Source).

residents are

equipment

The Portuguese Environment Agency
(APA) called for a complete overhaul of
the Mondego hydrographic plan, noting
that system designs from the 1970s are
incapable of handling modern climate-
driven storm surges (Source, Source).

Ukraine has arrested its former energy
minister in a massive 100-million-euro
corruption and money laundering case
involving the state nuclear company En-
ergoatom (Source, Source).

(Source, Source, Source)


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_190600_O_Preco_Certo
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_190600_O_Preco_Certo
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal

* Economic Statecraft and Trade

o Agricultural losses in the "Oeste" region
(broccoli, cabbage, rice) are expected to
drive up consumer prices significantly in
the coming weeks (Source, Source).

o The fishing sector reports a near-total
halt in activity since December due to
persistent storms, leading to claims of
widespread hunger among fishing fami-
lies in Vila Praia de Ancora and Caminha
(Source, Source).

o EU formal investigation opened into Chi-
nese retailer Shein for the sale of illegal
products and content associated with
child exploitation (Source).

(Source, Source, Source)

* Legislation and Policy

o Health Access Law (April 2026): Pro-
hibits direct referral from private practi-
tioners to their own public hospital units
to prevent interest conflicts (Source,
Source).

o Single-Use Beverage Container Tax
(April 10, 2026): Implements a 10-cent
deposit on plastic and metal containers
up to 3L to promote circular economy
(Source, Source).

o French Social Media Ban (September
2026): France becomes the first EU na-
tion to ban social media use for minors
under 15 (Source).

(e}

State of Calamity: Currently declared
in 68 municipalities; opposition parties
are demanding extensions to unlock
housing moratoria
(Source).

and tax relief

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative focus is dominated by post-storm
emergency measures and long-delayed envi-
ronmental/social regulations. The government

is

facing pressure to refine the "state of

calamity" framework to better assist isolated
populations, while simultaneously launching
major environmental and public health initia-
tives that have sparked controversy among
professionals.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Healthcare Referral Decree: Restricts
doctors from referring private patients to
their own public hospital departments.
Aimed at equity, it is criticized for "aban-
doning" patients without family doctors
(Source, Source).

Deposit-Refund System (DRS): Starting
April 10, 2026, a 10-cent surcharge on bev-
erages. Consumers must return intact bot-
tles to 10,000+ collection points to reclaim
funds (Source, Source).

French Child Protection Law: Prohibits
social media for under-15s starting Septem-
ber. Places liability on platforms for age
verification (Source).

Emergency Judicial Plan: Proposed by
the Bar Association to create a "one-stop
shop" for disaster victims and suspend judi-
cial deadlines in calamity zones (Source,
Source).

(Source, Source, Source, Source)
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Finance Minister Miranda Sarmento in
Brussels: Briefed European partners on
storm impacts and requested flexibility on
debt primary expenditure rules (Source,
Source).
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* Agriculture Minister José Manuel Fer-
nandes in Alcacer do Sal: Announced 3.5
million euros in immediate aid for the fish-
ing sector and 3 million for rice irrigation
canal repairs (Source, Source).

* European Commissioner for Agricul-
ture Visit: Evaluated greenhouse and crop
damage in Leiria and Santarém to assess
the activation of the EU crisis reserve
(Source).

(Source, Source, Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* Climate Change as an Immediate Gov-
ernance Threat
o The descriptor "train of storms"
(comboio de tempestades) used by the
APA highlights a shift from isolated
events to chronic environmental pres-
sure. Infrastructure built in the 1970s is
now officially recognized as obsolete for
the "new climate," shifting policy focus
toward massive, long-term hydrographic
projects (Source, Source).

o The reliance on the military (fusileiros)
for basic transport of bread and
medicine to isolated villages like Ireira
underscores a breakdown in standard lo-
cal government state capacity (Source,
Source).

(Source, Source, Source)

* The Weaponization of Energy and Cli-
mate in War
o The Ukraine-Russia conflict has entered
a phase where weather is a tactical tool.
Russia is timed strikes on energy grids
to coincide with negative double-digit
temperatures, while Ukraine’s counter-
offensive success (reclaiming territory
equivalent to 2 months of Russian gains
in 5 days) suggests a highly volatile front
line despite peace talks (Source,
Source).

(Source, Source)

* Technological Sovereignty and Protec-
tionism

o China’s showcase of "Kung Fu robots"
and advanced Al models indicates an ac-
celerating arms race in humanoids. Si-
multaneously, the EU’s investigation into
Shein and France’s social media ban for
minors suggest a growing Western "reg-
ulatory wall" against Chinese technologi-

cal and social influence (Source, Source).

(Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp in-
crease in grocery prices across Portugal as
the "Oeste" crop failures hit supermarket
shelves. Political tension will peak during the
debate on the "State of Calamity" extension,
with potential local-level civil disobedience re-
garding highway tolls if the national govern-
ment does not act. The investigation into the
TAP near-crash near Prague may lead to tem-
porary changes in Airbus A320 neo automated
landing protocols (Source, Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Portugal will
likely face a budget
(adjustment) as EU fund arrivals lag behind

"rectificativo"
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urgent reconstruction spending. The French
ban on social media for minors will face legal
challenges in EU courts, serving as a bell-
wether for similar legislation across the conti-
nent. U.S.-Iran relations may see a "thaw" in
sanctions if the Geneva principles are formal-
ized, potentially impacting global oil markets
(Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): Portugal must invest
billions in a new generation of dams and
dykes (e.g., Girabolhos) to prevent the "centu-
ry floods" from becoming decadal events. The
EU’s "multi-speed" integration could solidify a
two-tier union, forcing Portugal into a difficult
choice between fiscal sovereignty and core in-
tegration. Ukraine’s energy grid will likely be
rebuilt with a decentralized, "islanded" struc-
ture to mitigate future Russian strikes
(Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic Pivot: Watch U.S. engagement
with "Euroskeptic" regimes (Hungary/Slo-
vakia) as a signal of a broader strategy to
bypass EU centralism. This may complicate
NATO and EU consensus on Ukraine
(Source).

* Nuclear Proliferation: The U.S.-Iran
"principles" agreement provides a window
for renewed regional stability but requires
robust IAEA verification to remain viable
(Source).

Climate Refugee Frameworks: The per-
manent displacement of populations in Al-
mada indicates a need for EU-wide proto-
cols for "internal climate refugees" within
developed states (Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Agricultural Supply Chain Risk: Diversi-
fy sourcing for Western European produce
as traditional "breadbasket" regions in Por-
tugal and Spain face increasing climate-
driven volatility (Source, Source).

Infrastructure Opportunities: Massive
public tenders for hydrographic moderniza-
tion and geological stabilization in Portugal
are inevitable over the next 24 months
(Source, Source).

Regulatory Compliance: Retailers and
tech platforms must prepare for "hard" age-
verification and product safety standards as
EU and national laws (e.g., France social
media ban, DRS tax) become more strin-
gent (Source, Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_060000_Bom_Dia_Portugal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_042200_Noticias_do_Atlantico
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260217_195800_Telejornal

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-
hive.or ils/tv.
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