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FRAGMENTED GLOBAL ORDER

STRUGGLES WITH STAGNANT

PEACE TALKS, RISING NUCLEAR

TENSIONS, AND DEEPENING

AUTHORITARIANISM IN EURASIA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  18,  2026,  was  defined  by  a  high-

stakes diplomatic deadlock in Geneva, as tri‐

lateral negotiations between Russia, Ukraine,

and the United States (led by the Trump ad‐

ministration’s special envoys) concluded with

mixed signals. While military-technical groups

reported  progress  on  ceasefire  monitoring

mechanisms, political discussions stalled due

to rigid Russian demands, including territorial

recognition of occupied Donbas and "external

management" of Ukraine. The Russian delega‐

tion, led by Vladimir Medinsky, appears to be

utilizing historical grievances and unrealistic

ultimatums to delay substantive progress, re‐

flecting a broader strategy of attrition. Simul‐

taneously,  Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin

has been absent from the public eye for over

10 days, with the Kremlin deploying "canned"

footage—exposed  by  discrepancies  in  office

plants  and  officials’  manicures—to  simulate

his presence during what may be a period of

personal or political retreat.

Beyond the frontline,  the Eurasian region is

undergoing  a  period  of  intense  structural

tightening.  Russia  is  accelerating  its  transi‐

tion  toward  a  "sovereign  internet,"  with  im‐

pending total blockages of Telegram and the

mandatory adoption of a national DNS system

designed to isolate the domestic information

space.  Central  Asian  states  are  navigating

their own crises: Kyrgyzstan is conducting a

massive "personnel purge" within its security

services following the dismissal of the power‐

ful  Kamchybek  Tashiev,  while  Uzbekistan

faces social backlash over environmental reg‐

ulations  banning older  vehicles.  The conver‐

gence of these events suggests a region brac‐

ing for prolonged conflict,  where digital  and

physical borders are hardening, and elite pow‐

er  structures  are  being  aggressively  reshuf‐

fled to ensure regime survival in a post-global‐

ization landscape.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva Peace Negotiations Reach Par‐

tial  Stasis: Trilateral  talks  in  Geneva  in‐

volving the U.S. (Steve Witkoff, Jared Kush‐

ner), Ukraine (Rustem Umerov), and Russia

(Vladimir Medinsky) concluded with a dis‐

connect  between  technical  and  political

tracks.  Military technical experts have re‐

portedly  agreed  on  ceasefire  monitoring

protocols, but political agreements remain

out  of  reach due to  Russian demands for

territorial concessions and Ukrainian resis‐

tance to any plan perceived as a "surren‐

der." (Source, Source, Source, Source) 
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Putin  Absence  and  Kremlin  "Canned"

Media  Strategy: Investigative  reports

have confirmed that Vladimir Putin has not

appeared in real-time for over 10 days. The

Kremlin  has  been  releasing  pre-recorded

"canned"  meetings,  identified  by  inconsis‐

tencies in the physical environment (plants)

and  the  appearance  of  officials  (Vice-Pre‐

mier Golikova’s changing manicure). Spec‐

ulation suggests the absence coincides with

the  birthday  of  a  "secret"  son,  Ivan.

(Source, Source, Source) 

Impending Nuclear  Arms Control  Col‐

lapse: The  expiration  of  the  New START

(SNV-3) treaty on February 5th has left the

world’s two largest nuclear powers without

formal deployment limits for the first time

in half a century. Analysis indicates a high

probability of an arms race, with technical

capabilities allowing the U.S. and Russia to

rapidly  triple  warhead  counts  on  existing

delivery systems. (Source, Source) 

Russian  Digital  Sovereignty  and  Tele‐

gram Crackdown: Russian authorities are

moving toward a "total  blockage" of  Tele‐

gram  by  April  1st,  citing  foreign  intelli‐

gence  access  to  military  communications.

The state is aggressively promoting "Max,"

a domestic alternative linked to the Putin

family  through  shareholders  like  Mikhail

Shelomov and the Sogaz insurance compa‐

ny. (Source, Source, Source) 

Purge  of  Kyrgyz  Security  Services

(GKNB): Following the dismissal  of  Kam‐

chybek Tashiev, the GKNB is undergoing a

significant  "cadre  cleaning."  High-ranking

officers  with  criminal-style  nicknames

("Vaseline," "Licker," "Pito") have been ar‐

rested  on  corruption  charges,  signaling  a

major  realignment  of  power  within  the

Japarov  administration.  (Source,  Source, 

Source) 

Taliban Codifies Class and Gender Seg‐

regation: A  new 58-page  criminal  proce‐

dure  code  issued  by  Mullah  Haibatullah

Akhundzada  has  institutionalized  a  tiered

justice system where elites (Ulama and the

wealthy) receive lighter punishments than

ordinary citizens. The code also formalizes

"gender  apartheid,"  providing  drastically

lower  penalties  for  domestic  violence

against women compared to minor civil in‐

fractions. (Source) 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations

Armenia’s  Western  Pivot: Armenia  con‐

tinues  to  distance  itself  from  the  CSTO

(ODKB), recently signing nuclear coopera‐

tion agreements with the U.S. to reduce en‐

ergy dependence on Russia. Kremlin media

has responded with aggressive rhetoric, la‐

beling the Pashinyan government "satanic"

and "hostile," mirroring pre-invasion narra‐

tives used against Ukraine. (Source) 

Ukrainian  Sanctions  on  Lukashenko:

President Zelensky has signed a decree im‐

posing  personal  sanctions  on  Alexander

Lukashenko for his role in the "Oreshnik"

missile  infrastructure  and the  deportation

of Ukrainian children. (Source, Source) 

Domestic Stability and Social Order

Russia’s "War with the Dead": In St. Pe‐

tersburg,  activists  are  being  threatened

with  "extremism"  charges  for  maintaining

"Last  Address"  memorial  plaques  for  vic‐

tims of Stalinist repressions. The state has

increasingly  linked  historical  memory  of

state terror with criticism of current lead‐

ership. (Source, Source, Source) 
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Xenophobia in Ufa: A violent knife attack

by a radicalized teenager on Indian medical

students  in  Ufa  has  sparked international

tension.  Students  report  a  systematic  cli‐

mate of fear and lack of police protection,

threatening  Russia's  strategic  goal  of  re‐

cruiting labor from South Asia. (Source) 

Economic Statecraft and Energy Security

Russian Economic Stagnation: Analysis

from CSIS characterizes Russia as a "sec‐

ond  or  third-tier  economic  power"  with  a

growth rate of only 0.6% in 2025. The coun‐

try remains absent from the top 100 global

tech companies and is significantly behind

in AI development. (Source, Source) 

Cuban Fuel Crisis: A total fuel import col‐

lapse  has  stranded  thousands  of  Russian

tourists  on the island.  The crisis  is  being

used by Kremlin propaganda to prepare the

domestic  audience  for  the  "surrender"  of

Cuba to U.S. influence, citing the high cost

of supporting distant allies during the war

in Ukraine. (Source, Source) 

Corruption and Governance

Transparency International Index: Rus‐

sia’s corruption score dropped to 22 points,

attributed to centralized management and

the  lack  of  an  independent  civil  society.

Corruption is described not as a malfunc‐

tion,  but  as  the  "system"  itself.  (Source, 

Source) 

Turkmenistan  Reshuffle: President  Ser‐

dar  Berdimuhamedov  signed  over  50  de‐

crees  in  two  days,  dismissing  three  vice-

premiers  and  six  ministers,  including  the

head  of  National  Security,  in  the  largest

cabinet rotation in years. (Source) 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Recent legislative activity in the region focus‐

es on consolidating state control over informa‐

tion,  formalizing  social  hierarchies,  and  en‐

forcing  environmental  or  labor  standards

through  coercive  measures.  Major  policy

shifts  were  observed  in  the  Taliban's

Afghanistan and Russia's Duma.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Taliban  Criminal  Procedure  Code: A

new 58-page legal framework that formal‐

izes  "class  segregation"  and  "gender

apartheid," offering mitigated punishments

for the religious and social elite. (Source) 

Russian  Communications  Interruption

Law: Passed in its second and third read‐

ings, this law grants the FSB the authority

to  block  all  communications  (cellular  and

internet) without a specific security threat,

ostensibly to protect against drone strikes.

(Source, Source) 

Uzbekistan Vehicle Restriction Policy: A

ban on the operation of vehicles older than

50 years (manufactured before 1976). Own‐

ers are required to scrap the cars or obtain

expensive  "rarity"  status,  leading  to

protests  among lower-income citizens and

those  in  the  transport  sector.  (Source, 

Source) 

Tajikistan Decriminalization of "Likes":

Following a directive from President  Rah‐

mon, 405 people were released from crimi‐

nal liability for social media "likes" on ex‐

tremist content,  though broader extremist

definitions remain vague. (Source, Source) 
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

GKNB Confirmation Hearing (Kyrgyzs‐

tan): The parliamentary session to confirm

Dzhumgalbek  Shabdanbekov  was  notable

for the first appearance of critical questions

regarding  "Kusturization"  (asset  seizure)

and  the  presence  of  GKNB  "curators"  in

parliament. (Source, Source) 

Russian  Ministry  of  Digital  Develop‐

ment Briefing: Minister Maksut Shadaev

addressed  the  Duma  regarding  the  move

away from Telegram for military and gov‐

ernment  use,  citing  foreign  surveillance

vulnerabilities. (Source, Source) 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Evolution of the "Canned State"

The Kremlin’s use of pre-recorded footage to

mask  Putin’s  absence  highlights  a  growing

fragility in the Russian executive branch. This

reliance on "canned" reality suggests that the

physical  presence of  the leader is  becoming

secondary to the digital image of the leader.

When plant life and manicures become foren‐

sic  evidence  of  a  leader's  disappearance,  it

signals a regime where information control is

paramount, but the technical execution of that

control is failing. This trend indicates a poten‐

tial succession crisis or a period of severe in‐

ternal instability being hidden from both the

elite and the general public. (Source, Source, 

Source)

The Digital Iron Curtain: Monetizing Iso‐

lation

Russia’s pivot from Telegram to "Max" and the

strengthening of the national DNS system rep‐

resents  a  strategic  merger  of  "digital

sovereignty" and elite enrichment. By forcing

the  population  onto  platforms  controlled  by

the "nominal" billionaires of the Putin family

(like Shelomov) and the Kovalchuk media em‐

pire, the state is creating a closed-loop system

where data control and profit are inextricably

linked. This is no longer just about censorship;

it is about the "nationalization" of the internet

as a private revenue stream for the ruling in‐

ner circle. (Source, Source)

Eurasian "Cleaning" Cycles

The simultaneous reshuffles in Turkmenistan

and  Kyrgyzstan  indicate  a  broader  Eurasian

trend  of  "regime  hardening."  In  both  cases,

the removals are not merely bureaucratic but

involve  the  dismantling  of  competing  power

centers (like Tashiev in Kyrgyzstan). This sug‐

gests  that  as  the  war  in  Ukraine  drags  on,

neighboring  autocracies  are  preemptively

purging their ranks to prevent internal coups

or  fragmentation  as  Russian  influence  be‐

comes more volatile and less reliable as a se‐

curity guarantor. (Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect social unrest in Uzbekistan to inten‐

sify as the February vehicle ban affects the

livelihoods  of  thousands  of  small-scale

transporters. (Source) 

A likely announcement of a new "technical"

round of Geneva talks, though substantive

political breakthroughs are improbable be‐

fore the spring. (Source) 

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

The April 1st Telegram deadline will likely

see a surge in VPN usage and a crack-down

on "illegal" communication tools within the

Russian  military,  potentially  disrupting

frontline coordination. (Source) 
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Energy security in Ukraine will remain crit‐

ical  as  Russia  prepares  a  final  "winter

strike"  on  the  grid  to  gain  leverage  in

spring negotiations. (Source) 

Long Term (1-5 Years):

The  collapse  of  New  START  (SNV-3)  will

lead to a multi-polar nuclear arms race in‐

volving the U.S., Russia, and a rapidly ac‐

celerating China, fundamentally destabiliz‐

ing  the  Cold  War-era  "balance  of  terror."

(Source, Source) 

Armenia’s integration with Western energy

and security structures will reach a point of

no return, potentially triggering a Russian

"hybrid" response or an attempt at regime

change in Yerevan. (Source) 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Western powers must immediate‐

ly prioritize a new trilateral nuclear frame‐

work that includes China,  as the bilateral

era  of  U.S.-Russia  arms  control  has  func‐

tionally ended. (Source) 

Diplomatic: Support for Armenia’s nuclear

energy diversification should be accelerat‐

ed to  mitigate the risk of  Russian energy

blackmail. (Source) 

Humanitarian: The international  commu‐

nity must formalize "Gender Apartheid" as

a crime under international law to address

the  Taliban’s  new  tiered  legal  system.

(Source) 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Risk: Labor  recruitment

from India  into  Russia  is  now a  high-risk

venture due to rising xenophobic violence

and inadequate police response. (Source) 

Regulatory  Compliance: International

tech firms must prepare for the total frag‐

mentation of the Russian internet; any data

stored  on  Russian  "sovereign"  servers  is

now directly accessible to the FSB without

legal recourse. (Source) 

Infrastructure: Investments  in  Eurasian

transport  corridors  must  account  for  the

high volatility  of  cabinet  positions  in  Kyr‐

gyzstan  and  Turkmenistan,  where  sudden

"purges"  can  void  existing  contracts.

(Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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