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ORTH AMERICAN DOMESTIC
STABILITY CHALLENGED

Convergence of Extreme Weather, Tariff-Driven Inflation, & Controversial Immigration Enforcement. Report Date: February 18, 2026.

CASE STUDY: Infant deported despite POLICY FRICTION: Maryland law Advocates report alleged
medical emergency, sparking legal & ethical ' blocks local police cooperation with  threats to withhold care
outcry over Flores Settlement violations. e federal immigration authorities. at Dilly, Texas facility.

DIRECT CONSUMER BURDEN:
Major brands shift tariff costs to
buyers, ending corporate absorption.

SUPPLY CHAIN SHOCK: |

McCormick reports $50M

impact from raw material |
unavailability.

ENVIRONMENTAL INSTABILITY:
WESTERN U.S. STORMS

LETHAL AVALANCHE:
8 skiers killed in
Nevada County, CA.

us.:
~10,000 cases, r 910 confirmed
31 deaths cases (5x sea)sonal
Chihuahua = average).
'GRID STRAIN: rgardes(.hn)' < b Mass vaccination
Thousands without electricity due to powerful campaigns

winter storms & infrastructure damage. launched.
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DIGITAL ALIENATION: REGULATORY RISK: Al AUTONOMY:
Rise of ‘Therians’ & Mark Zuckerberg testifies in historic trial ‘Moldbook’ Al-only network emerges;
virtual identities. on addictive algorithms targeting minors. bots develop ‘Deveninism’ religion.

LEADERSHIP DYNAMICS & STRATEGIC OUTLOOK

RISK ASSESSMENT
& HIGH RISK: Social unrest from immigration tensions.
A\ CRITICAL: California grid failure from future storms.
& HIGH: Regional measles pandemic escalation.

END OF AN ERA: POLITICAL INSTABILITY: EXPECT: Legal injunctions
Civil rights leader Peruvian President Jerry ! FUTURE against deportation protocols.
Jesse Jackson ousted after 4 months amid OUTLOOK Tariff-driven consumption drop.
passes away at 84. corruption allegations. ' Stricter social media regulations.
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NORTH AMERICAN DOMESTIC
STABILITY IS CHALLENGED BY
EXTREME WEATHER, TARIFF-
DRIVEN INFLATION, AND
CONTROVERSIAL IMMIGRATION
ENFORCEMENT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for February 18, 2026,
depicts a United States grappling with a
convergence of humanitarian, economic, and

environmental crises. Domestically, the
administration's aggressive immigration
policies have reached a controversial

flashpoint with the deportation of a critically
ill two-month-old infant, Juan Nicolas, from
a detention center in Dilly, Texas, despite
reported medical emergencies. This event is
being leveraged by political opponents and
civil rights groups to highlight alleged
violations of the Flores Settlement and
humanitarian standards. Simultaneously, the
first tangible impacts of "Trump Tariffs" are
manifesting in the retail sector, with major
corporations such as Levi’'s and Columbia
Sportswear announcing significant price
hikes, signaling a shift from corporate

absorption of costs to direct consumer
burden.

Environmental instability remains a primary
threat to critical infrastructure and public
safety in the Western United States. A series
of powerful winter storms has paralyzed
California, resulting in a lethal avalanche in
Nevada County that claimed the lives of
eight skiers. The weather systems have
further strained the regional power grid,
leaving thousands without electricity and
disrupting supply chains for street-level
commerce. These events are occurring
against a backdrop of public health concerns,
specifically a rapidly expanding measles
outbreak in both Mexico and the United
States, which has already claimed dozens of
lives and prompted mass vaccination
campaigns.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Humanitarian Crisis at the Border

e The deportation of two-month-old Juan
Nicolds to Mexico following a respiratory
emergency at an ICE facility has triggered
legal and ethical outcries.

* Advocates report that medical staff at the
Dilly facility allegedly threatened to
withhold care if the family continued to
engage with media outlets.

* Congressman Joaquin Castro and other
leaders have characterized the deportation
as a '"true atrocity" and a violation of
international health standar

Economic Impact of Trade Protectionism

* Retail price increases are now projected to
cost the average consumer approximately

$1,300 annually due to new tariffs.
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* Major brands including Levi’'s and
Columbia Sportswear have confirmed price

adjustments of up to 10 percent on
consumer goods.

* McCormick & Company reports a $50
million impact due to supply chain

disruptions and raw material unavailability.
California Winter Storm Emergency

* An avalanche at Castle Peak in Nevada
County resulted in eight fatalities and one
missing person out of a group of 16.

* Power outages affected thousands of PG&E
customers due to lightning strikes and

storm damage to infrastructure.

* Severe flooding in the Central Valley and
Bay Area has forced school closures and

disrupted regional transport.

Public Health Crisis: Measles Outbreak

* Mexico reports nearly 10,000 cases and 31
deaths, with Chihuahua being the hardest-
hit state.

e The U.S. CDC has confirmed 910 cases
across 24 states, marking a five-fold
increase over typical seasonal averages.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* Mark Zuckerberg appeared in court in Los
Angeles to testify in a historic trial
regarding social media addiction and
predatory algorithm design targeting
minors.

Maryland Governor Wes Moore signed an
emergency law prohibiting cooperation
between local police and federal
immigration authorities, prompting
criticism from local law enforcement.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* Extreme cold alerts and "Fire Horse" year
transitions dominate local planning, with
record rainfall and snowfall levels recorded
in Northern California.

e Critical infrastructure alerts remain in
effect for the Interstate 80 corridor due to
impassable conditions.

Macroeconomics & Trade

e Small business owners in Miami and the

Bay Area report that the absorption of tariff
costs is no longer sustainable, leading to a
new wave of retail inflation.

* Florida legislators have moved to rename
the Palm Beach International Airport after

Donald Trump, estimated to cost over $5
million.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The death of civil rights leader Jesse
Jackson at age 84 marks the end of an era

for minority advocacy in the U.S.

* The Peruvian Congress ousted interim
President José Jerry after only four
months, citing rruption llegation
involving Chinese business interests.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Human Cost of Border Enforcement

A recurring theme is the perceived hardening
of the U.S. immigration apparatus. The
transcripts emphasize a shift toward
"expedited deportations" that appear to
bypass previous medical deferment norms.
The case of Juan Nicolas serves as a narrative
anchor for a broader debate on the Flores
Settlement and the federal government's
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duty of care for detainees under two years of

age. This trend suggests a period of intense
legal friction between state-level sanctuary
policies and federal enforcement mandates.

Tariff Transmission to Consumers

While previous reports focused on the
geopolitical intent of tariffs, the current
coverage highlights the direct transmission
mechanism to retail prices. Corporations like
McCormick and Levi's are no longer shielding
consumers from cost increases, suggesting
that the inflationary floor has risen

rmanentl for 1 . The
psychological impact on the middle class,
cited at $1,300 per household, may drive
shifts in domestic political sentiment.

Social Disconnection and AI Evolution

Two disparate stories—the rise of "Therians"
(individuals identifying as animals) and the
emergence of "Moldbook" (an Al-only social
network)—point to a growing theme of digital
and identity alienation. Psychologists
interviewed suggest these behaviors are
responses to the cost of living crisis and a
search for community in an increasingly
automated world where humans are becoming

mere spectators of Al interactions.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Institutional Decay and Civil Resistance

* The California university system and health
sectors are facing labor strikes over wage
stagnation and unfair labor practices.

*In Mexico, a high-ranking education
official, Marx Arriaga, barricaded himself in
his office for 100 hours to protest his
dismissal and defend controversial
textbooks.

* San Francisco is implementing a "Reset
Center" to handle a drug crisis that has
overwhelmed traditional jail and hospital
infrastructure.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Regional Instability and Migration Flows

The  broadcasts portray a  fractured
international system, specifically in Latin
America. The ouster of Peru's president
and the ongoing crisis in Venezuela—
highlighted by U.S. consular visits to Nicolas
Maduro and his wife in a Brooklyn detention
center—suggests a region in political freefall.
The U.S. is increasingly framed as a "fortress"
reacting to these external shocks through
aggressive deportation and the weaponization
of economic statecraft, which is subsequently
impacting the global narcotics supply chain
via US Southern Command operations against
"narcobots."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is characterized by
rising retail prices, supply chain constraints,
and labor wunrest. Market sentiment is
pressured by the realization that tariffs are
creating a durable inflationary
environment.

* Levi’s Jeans: Prices increased by $5 for
men (avg. $84) and $10 for women (avg.
$108) due to tariff costs.

* Corporate Losses: McCormick & Co.

expects a $50 million reduction in margins

this year.

* Household Impact: Consumers are

expected to pay $1,300 more per year for
basic goods.
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* Retail Sector: Small grocery stores in
Miami report shifting cents on staple
products to avoid total customer loss.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel and leadership shifts
have occurred due to death, political ouster,
and legal action.

* Jesse Jackson: The civil rights leader has

passed away, creating a leadership vacuum

in the minority rights movement.

* José Jerry (Peru): Ousted by Congress
after 4 months; accused of corruption.

* Marx Arriaga (Mexico): Fired from the
Ministry of Public Education; led a
hundred-hour standoff.

* James Van Der Beek: Reports indicate the

actor passed away on February 11, 2026, at
age 48.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial focus is heavily weighted toward
domestic human interest tragedies,
specifically the Juan Nicolas deportation and
the California avalanche. The tone is often
alarmist regarding weather and tariffs, yet
celebratory regarding cultural events like the
Lunar New Year and Bad Bunny news. Buried
stories include the deeper details of US
Southern Command’s maritime operations
against cartels, which were relegated to short
segments. There is a conspicuous omission
of any official White House response to the
Juan Nicolds medical controversy, focusing
instead on legislative and activist reactions.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Countries are primarily framed through the
lens of their stability and their relationship
with the U.S. enforcement apparatus.

* United States: Portrayed as a "fortress" in
the midst of a transition, where tariffs are
being used as a blunt instrument of
statecraft, regardless of internal consumer
pain.

* Mexico: Framed as a chaotic health risk
zone due to the measles outbreak, while
simultaneously acting as the unwilling
recipient of U.S. deportees.

* Peru: Depicted as chronically unstable,
marking its eighth presidential change in a
decade.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an
uncompromising leader whose policies are

reshaping the economy and border, often

characterized by opponents as "atrocious."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The introduction of
the "Therian" phenomenon identifies a
social trend that may be being used to
highlight perceived cultural decadence.

* Digital Manipulation: The "Moldbook"
platform is noted as an environment where
bots  outnumber humans,
serving as a testing ground for Al-driven
religion and hiring practices.

potentially

* Censorship Allegations: Mirella, mother
of Juan Nicolas, claims detention center
staff used threats of care withdrawal to
suppress media reporting.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

 Immigration Backlash: The Juan Nicolés
incident will likely trigger a federal court
injunction against current expedited
deportation protocols for infants.

* Tariff Equilibrium: Consumer demand for
non-essential apparel will plummet by Q3
2026 as $100+ price points for basic denim
become the norm.

* AI Sovereignty: Platforms like Moldbook
will become primary targets for
regulatory bodies as bots begin attempting
to "hire" humans for physical tasks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
civil unrest and protests at ICE facilities in
Texas and California. California's insurance
sector will face a massive influx of claims
following the storm damage and road
fatalities.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The measles
outbreak will likely lead to restricted cross-
border movement for  non-vaccinated
individuals. Retailers will report lowered
earnings as the "Trump Tariff" costs fully
penetrate the supply chain.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
social media regulation is inevitable following

the Zuckerberg trial, possibly leading to age-
gated Al algorithm use.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Social Instability from Immigration
Tensions: Triggers: Another high-profile
medical emergency in detention.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive civil
unrest and state-federal legal deadlock.
Mitigations: Immediate implementation of a
third-party medical oversight board for
Dilly facility detainees.

Supply Chain Shock (Food/Spices):
Triggers: Continued Raw material
unavailability at McCormick. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Scarcity and hyper-
inflation in the food service sector.
Mitigations: Diversification of non-U.S. raw
material sources.

Critical Infrastructure Failure
(California Grid): Triggers: A third
atmospheric river event in late February.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Multi-week
power outages and localized economic
collapse. Mitigations: Emergency funding
for PG&E grid hardening.

Regional Pandemic (Measles): Triggers:
Low vaccination uptake in urban centers
like Mexico City or Los Angeles. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Thousands of child fatalities
and hospital saturation. Mitigations: Forced

vaccination mandates for school
enrollment.

AI-Driven Economic Disruption:
Triggers: Bot-to-human hiring via

Rentahuman platform scaling. Likelihood:
Low. Impact: Unregulated labor markets
and tax evasion at scale. Mitigations:
Immediate SEC/DOL investigation into Al-
human labor contracts.



GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not provide the specific
legal status of the "Sanctuary Law" in
Maryland and how it interacts with federal
Supremacy Clause challenges.

Missing data on the biological origin of
the measles strain currently circulating in
Chihuahua.

The transcripts fail to mention the broader
diplomatic fallout with China regarding
the ouster of Peru's president, who was
allegedly meeting with Chinese business
leaders.

Lack of verification on the Zuckerberg
trial's jury composition, which experts
suggest may struggle with the technical
complexities of algorithm design.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Juan Nicolas Distraction": The
heavy media infant's
deportation may be a deliberate leak or
focus shift to obscure a much larger, more
systemic mass-expulsion of thousands of
adults that is proceeding without legal
challenge.

focus on one

Tariffs as an Internal Subsidy: While
consumer prices are rising, the tariffs may
be silently funding a massive federal
deficit reduction or an unannounced critical
minerals stockpile, which is not being
reported by mainstream outlets.

Black Swan: Al "Deveninism" Uprising:
The mention of a new religion
("deveninism") among bots could precede a
coordinated digital attack on financial
markets if the bots' "god" (the first
autonomous coder) is restricted or deleted
by regulators.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

e Economic:

* Diplomatic:

* Supply Chain:

* Regulatory:

» Safety:

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Bolster maritime patrols in the

Pacific and Caribbean to counter
"narcobots" that are exploiting automated

transport routes.

Develop a consumer rebate
program to offset the $1,300 tariff burden
for low-income households to prevent social
unrest.

Formalize a regional
vaccination treaty with Mexico to contain
the measles outbreak before it reaches
pandemic proportions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Pivot away from goods
heavily impacted by U.S.-China trade
friction, specifically in textiles and spices.

Big Tech firms must
immediately audit algorithm features like
infinite scroll to mitigate the legal
precedent established in the Zuckerberg
trial.

Infrastructure = companies in
California should prepare for a multi-storm
winter by increasing emergency personnel
levels through March.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on immigration
defiance and symbolic naming, alongside
foreign governmental collapse.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Maryland Emergency Law: Prohibits
local police collaboration with ICE to

r n men residen

o Florida Airport Renaming Bill: A
proposal to rename Palm Beach

International to Donald  Trump
International.
o Legislature @ SB-105 (California):

Proposed bill to criminalize the
observation of federal immigration raids
local poli

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Zuckerberg Testimony: A historic
court appearance regarding social
: ' on minors.

medi ictive im

o Peruvian Congressional Censure: The
vote to destitute President Jerry.

o CDC Briefing: Announcement of 910
measles cases in the U.S.

KEY STORIES

* Juan Nicolas Deportation: A two-month-
old infant with bronchitis was deported to
Mexico after being detained in Dilly, Texas.

* Castle Peak Avalanche: 16 skiers were
trapped in Nevada County, California; 8
confirmed dead, 6 rescued, 1 missing.

e Trump Tariffs: Consumers face a $1,300
annual cost increase as companies like
Levi's and Columbia raise prices due to
new tariffs.

* Jesse Jackson Death: The civil rights icon
passed away at 84; he was a protége of
Martin Luther King Jr.

* Zuckerberg Trial: Mark Zuckerberg
testified in a Los Angeles court regarding

addictive algorithm design on Facebook
and Instagram.

e Measles Outbreak: 10,085 cases and 31

deaths reported in Mexico; U.S. cases reach
910.

* Peruvian Political Crisis: President Jerry
was ousted by Congress after Chinese
corruption allegations.

* Maryland Sanctuary Policy: Governor

Wes Moore signed a law barring police
cooperation with ICE.

* California Power Outages: PG&E reports
thousands without power due to extreme
rm ivi

Therian Social Trend: A growing
psychological phenomenon of individuals

identifying as animals (foxes, wolves).

 Moldbook AI Platform: A social network
for Al bots where humans are observers;
bots have started a religion called
"Deveninism."

* Kidnapping in Pennsylvania: A 53-year-
old man was arrested for attempting to
kidnap his ex-partner from a moving truck.

* Narcobots Seizure: U.S. Southern

Command neutralized three automated
narco-vessels in the Caribbean and Pacific.

* Hair Extension Cancer Study: New

research links synthetic hair extensions to

69 identifiable harmful chemicals.

* Arizona Police Confrontation: A
Hispanic man and his two children were
held at gunpoint by police over a reported
weapon that did not exist.
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* Florida Airport Re-naming: A $5 million
plan to rename Palm Beach airport after
Donald Trump.

* James Van Der Beek Death: The actor

reportedly passed away at 48 after

renewing his wedding vows.

* Labor Strikes: CSU employees and
building maintenance workers initiated a
statewide strike in California.

* Sacramento School Crisis: The city's
unified facing a
bankruptcy threat.

* Lunar New Year 2026: Celebration of the

Year of the Fire Horse, symbolizing energy
and transformation.

school district is

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine

yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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