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STALLED PEACE NEGOTIATIONS AND DOMESTIC CORRUPTION
INQUIRIES HIGHLIGHT GROWING INSTITUTIONAL FRICTION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: Strategic exhaustion in Geneva and domestic turmoil in Lithuania converge, creating a period of high
vulnerability where institutional integrity is tested by both internal scandals and external hybrid aggression. February 18, 2026.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The diplomatic landscape on February 18,
2026, is dominated by a sense of strategic
exhaustion and "diplomatic imitation" as tri-
lateral peace talks between Ukraine, Russia,
and the United States in Geneva reach a
perceived deadlock. While the United States
administration claims "meaningful progress,"
Ukrainian leadership and regional analysts
remain skeptical, framing the process as a
tactical "time-stretching" exercise by Moscow.
The appointment of Vladimir Medinskis,
characterized as a "pseudo-historian," as
Russia's lead negotiator signals a shift toward
ideological = entrenchment rather than
technical compromise. This external pressure
coincides with significant domestic turmoil in
Lithuania, @ where anti-corruption raids
targeting high-ranking politicians have rattled
the governing coalition.

Security concerns are further exacerbated by
the persistent threat of "contraband balloons"
launched from Belarus and Russia, which

forced the temporary closure of Vilnius
airspace for the second time this year. This
hybrid warfare tactic is viewed as a direct
challenge to critical infrastructure and
safety. Simultaneously, internal
debates regarding the regulation of social
media for minors and the integration of
Ukrainian refugees highlight a society
grappling with the long-term societal impacts
of the ongoing regional conflict. The
convergence of these events suggests a period
of high vulnerability where institutional
integrity is being tested by both internal
scandals and external hybrid aggression.

aviation

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva Peace
Diplomatic Deadlock

Negotiations and

e Tri-lateral talks between Ukraine, Russia,
and the U.S. resulted in no "breakthrough"

on the critical issue of territorial integrity.

*» The U.S. delegation, led by Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner, is accused by European
allies of prioritizing a "business deal" over
long-term regional security.

e Ukrainian President Zelenskyy publicly
criticized the appointment of Medinskis,
stating that Moscow is more interested in

"historical fantasies" than actual peace.

Lithuanian Domestic Political Crisis

* Special Investigation Service (STT) agents
conducted raids on the offices of prominent
politicians, including Saulius Skvernelis

and Kazys Starkevicius.

* The investigations are linked to alleged
corruption and "transit permits" within the
State Plant Service, potentially involving
contraband schemes.
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* The "Agila" cultural center in Neringa
faced a major safety incident when a

lighting rig collapsed during a concert,

injuring a local council member.

Hybrid
Disruptions

Warfare and Infrastructure

* Vilnius Airport was forced to suspend
operations due to 14 identified balloons
entering controlled airspace from the East.

* The Ministry of National Defense estimates
a need for at least one billion euros to
upgrade infrastructure for military mobility
and counter-hybrid measures.

* Information warfare operations, including
"bot farms" based in Vietnam, are being
used to target Lithuanian public figures
and spread disinformation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The "Radarom" campaign continues to
raise funds for rescue robots for Ukrainian
frontlines, indicating a shift toward
autonomous systems in modern combat.

* NATO border bureaucracy remains a
significant hurdle for military mobility, with
some equipment transfers taking over a
month due to lack of a "Military Schengen."

Critical Infrastructure Security

e The repeated closure of Vilnius airspace
highlights the vulnerability of civil aviation
to low-tech hybrid threats.

* The "Agila" Rig collapse in Neringa
exposed flaws in the construction and
inspection processes of newly renovated
public buildings.

Cybersecurity & Threat Actors

* Vietnamese "bot farms" are Dbeing

weaponized for reputational attacks against
European politicians, operating in "grey
zones" where regulation is lax.

* Cyber-attacks are increasingly viewed as

national security threats rather than mere

technical issues, requiring prosecutorial
intervention.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The India-France strategic partnership is
deepening, with discussions centered on

114 Rafale fighter jets and reducing India's

reliance on Russian arms.

e European officials express concern that
they are being "left in the margins" of U.S.-

brokered peace initiatives.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of
Identity

History and

A recurring theme is the use of historical
narratives to justify or undermine current
geopolitical stances. In the Geneva talks, the
Russian delegation utilizes "pseudo-historical"
arguments to claim ancestral rights to
Ukrainian territory. Conversely, Lithuania is
emphasizing its own historical identity
through cultural initiatives, such as the
translation of Lithuanian folk tales into
Ukrainian to facilitate refugee integration.
This battle over narrative extends to the "Tree
of the Year" contest, where an ancient oak is

framed as a symbol of national continuity

against external threats.

The Transactionalization of Peace
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The transcripts reveal a profound skepticism
toward the current U.S. administration's
approach to the Ukraine conflict. Analysts
suggest that for the Trump administration,
peace is viewed as a business transaction
involving energy resources (rare metals, gas,
oil) rather than a principled defense of
international law. This "transactional peace" is
perceived as a stalling tactic that allows
Russia to deplete Ukrainian resources while
avoiding long-term security guarantees for
Europe.

Institutional Decay vs. Hybrid Resilience

Lithuania is currently facing a double-edged
sword: internal institutional decay (evidenced
by corruption raids and infrastructure
failures) and the need for high-level resilience
against hybrid attacks. The "contraband
balloons" and "bot farms" are low-cost but
high-impact tactics that exploit legal and
technical gaps. The state's ability to maintain
public order and essential services like
aviation is under constant strain,
necessitating massive financial investments
and legislative updates.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuania: Political Polarization and Legal
Warfare

* The raids on Skvernelis and Starkevicius

represent a potential fracturing of the
political elite, with opposition figures
framing the investigations as politically
motivated or a ‘"theatrical" display of
justice.

e Public trust is further undermined by the
failure of public safety at the "Agila" center,
where a building allegedly lacking final

inspection permits was allowed to host
high-profile events.

* The debate over social media bans for
those under 16 reflects a growing societal

anxiety about algorithm-driven

radicalization and child safety.
Ukraine: Resilient Under Pressure

e Despite  the "exhaustion" narrative,
Ukrainian society remains committed to
defense, though the "Radarom" campaign
acknowledges a critical need for advanced
technology to replace human casualties.

* The integration of Ukrainian children in
Lithuanian schools is succeeding, yet there
is a deliberate effort to ensure they do not
forget their native tongue, signaling an
expectation of a long-term diaspora or
eventual return.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fracturing Multipolar Order

The world is increasingly portrayed as a
"threat matrix" where traditional alliances
(NATO) are struggling with internal logistics,
while new strategic axes are forming. The
France-India relationship is a key example of
"Strategic Autonomy" in action, as India seeks
a "third way" between Western blocs and the
Russia-China axis. Meanwhile, small states
like Lithuania are increasingly dependent on
European Union and NATO central structures

to fund essential security upgrades.

Russian
Mockery

Aggression and Diplomatic
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Russia's posture remains one of aggressive
defiance, using negotiations as a platform to
disseminate ideological narratives rather than
seeking genuine de-escalation. The
continuous missile and drone strikes (126
drones in a single night) during the peace
talks are framed as intentional psychological
pressure on both Ukraine and its Western
backers.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is characterized by cautious
optimism in Lithuania, tempered by global
geopolitical risks. The Central Bank of
Lithuania projects economic growth of over
3%, largely driven by private consumption and
the return of pension funds to the economy.
However, the cost of
infrastructure 1is rising sharply, with a
projected one billion euro requirement for
military mobility alone.

defense and

* GDP Growth: Projected =>3% for
Lithuania, driven by consumer spending

and pension fund injections.
* Energy Strategy: Proposals to lower

electricity costs for energy-intensive
companies to stimulate industrial growth.

Defense Procurement: India's potential
purchase of 114 Rafale jets from France
signifies a major shift in the global arms
market.

* Administrative Penalties: Nearly 100,000
Lithuanians owe over 100 million euros in
unpaid administrative fines, indicating a
potential enforcement crisis.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant shifts in leadership and factional
standing are evident, primarily driven by legal
investigations and diplomatic maneuvering.

* Saulius Skvernelis: Status compromised
by corruption raids; however, Agne
Sirinskiené appears ready to challenge his
leadership within their party.

* Vladimir Medinskis: Emerges as the
primary ‘'ideological face" of Russian

diplomacy, signaling a move away from
technical military negotiators.

Witkoff & Jared Kushner:
Portrayed as the new power brokers in the
U.S. foreign policy establishment, operating

e Steve

outside traditional State Department
channels.

» Kazys Starkevicius: A  prominent
Conservative figure now under
investigation, potentially damaging the
party's  reputation before upcoming
elections.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's editorial hierarchy is
dominated by the Geneva peace talks and the
domestic corruption scandals, which together
occupied the vast majority of the "lead"
airtime. There is a clear emotional tone of
distrust toward the U.S.-led peace process
and urgency regarding domestic corruption.
"Buried" stories include the long-term
environmental impacts of the war and the
specifics of Cambodian food culture, which
served as a distraction from more grave
topics. A conspicuous omission is any detailed
reporting on the specific "concessions" being
demanded by Russia in Geneva, which were

mentioned only in vague territorial terms.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing depicts a world where
principled resilience is being outmaneuvered
by cynical transactionalism.

* Russia: Framed as corrupt and
deceptive. "Moscow cares about chatter
about historical fantasies, not peace"

(Broadcast ID: 20260218-10).

* United States (Trump Admin): Framed
as pragmatic but unprincipled. "Trump
would like to finish the shooting and start
doing business" Br ID:

20260218-3).

* Ukraine: Framed as principled but
victimized. "Ukraine will likely already
stop... defending itself and agree to this

pressure" (Broadcast ID: 20260218-3).

France (Macron): Framed as competent
and strategic. "Macron seeks to nurture
his political legacy by strengthening ties
with India" (Broadcast ID: 20260218-13).

* Vietnam: Framed as a lawless grey zone.
"Grey zone... Vietnam government
understands what a huge problem this is"

(Broadcast ID: 20260218-20).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information warfare landscape is
characterized by state-sponsored narrative

seeding and technological exploitation.

* Narrative Seeding: Russia is using
"pseudo-historical" experts like Medinskis
to seed the idea that territorial concessions
are a historical inevitability.

* Psychological Operations: The launch of
"contraband balloons" is a low-cost method
to terrorize civil aviation and demonstrate
infrastructure vulnerability.

* Delta between Spin and Truth: The U.S.
"spin" of meaningful progress in Geneva is
countered by the ground truth of increased
missile attacks and diplomatic deadlock.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Negotiation Collapse: It is highly
probable that the Geneva talks will collapse
or result in a "frozen conflict" that Russia
will exploit for a future offensive.

* Lithuanian Political Realignment: The
corruption investigations are likely to
trigger a government reshuffle or a
significant loss of support for the current
coalition.

Hybrid Threat Escalation: The use of
balloons and bot farms will likely increase
until Lithuania and the EU implement
ricter digital an hysical air
regulations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect further
political resignations in Lithuania as the STT

investigations broaden. Vilnius Airport will
likely implement new anti-balloon radar or
interception technologies.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
administration may attempt to force a
referendum in UkKraine on territorial status,
which Zelenskyy has already stated would be

rejected by the people.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A massive

reconstructio of European military
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infrastructure is likely, with a move toward a
"Military Schengen" to counter the slow
movement of NATO forces.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The day's events highlight several -critical
flashpoints that could rapidly escalate.

* Aviation Catastrophe: Risk of a mid-air
collision between a commercial flight and a
contraband balloon. Triggers: Failure of
detection systems or increased frequency
of launches. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Extreme. Mitigations: Immediate
deployment of EW countermeasures and
stricter border enforcement.

* Diplomatic Abandonment: Risk that the
U.S. signs a bilateral deal with Russia that
ignores Ukrainian and EU interests.
Triggers: Impatience with the Geneva
process. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Strategic isolation of Europe. Mitigations:
Strengthening of the EU's own strategic
autonomy.

* Institutional Collapse: Risk of
widespread public unrest in Lithuania due
to corruption scandals. Triggers: Evidence
of systemic collusion. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Severe. Mitigations: Rapid and
transparent judicial proceedings.

* Cyber-Physical Harm: Risk that "bot
farms" successfully incite physical violence

or riots. Triggers: Coordinated
disinformation @ campaigns. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High. Mitigations:

Legislative action against social media

algorithms.

* Infrastructure Rigging Failure: Risk of
mass casualties at public events due to
insufficien f ndar Triggers:
Continued use of uninspected buildings.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Severe.
Mitigations: Immediate audit of all publicly

fun renovations.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to address the specific
tactical intentions of the balloons
(surveillance vs. mere disruption).

* There is a lack of information regarding the
financial backers of the Vietnam-based
bot farms.

* The internal Russian reaction to the
Geneva talks is completely absent, leaving
a one-sided view of Moscow's position.

* The long-term health impacts of the
"contraband balloon" payloads (if any) are
not investigated.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Balloons as Distraction” Hypothesis

Rather than a serious hybrid threat, the
balloons might be a low-level distraction
designed to force Lithuania to waste high-cost
defense resources on low-cost decoys while
Russia prepares for a major cyber-physical
attack on the electrical grid or banking
systems.

The "Medinskis as a Red Herring"

Moscow may have appointed Medinskis not
because they are entrenched, but as a
disposable sacrificial lamb. Once he "fails,"
a more ‘"reasonable" technocrat can be
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brought in to sign a deal that legitimizes gains
under the guise of a breakthrough.

Black Swan: Airspace Decoupling

A persistent balloon threat could lead to the
indefinite closure of Vilnius as an
international hub, leading to the economic
decoupling of Lithuania from Western
Europe's  aviation effectively
creating a "transportation iron curtain."

networks,

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Accelerate the integration of anti-

hybrid warfare systems into civil airport

infrastructure.

* Economic: Increase funding for pension
fund-backed national projects to offset
potential loss of FDI due to geopolitical
instability.

* Diplomatic: Formalize a coalition of
frontline states to represent European
interests if the U.S. pivots to a transactional
stance.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Investors should account for
logistical delays within the NATO territory
as border bureaucracy persists.

e Compliance: Companies must ensure
rigorous saf nd in ion complian
for all infrastructure projects to avoid legal
warfare.

* Cybersecurity: Firms should audit their
social media presence for bot farm activity
to protect brand reputation.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity centered on anti-
corruption measures, digital safety for minors,
and economic stimulus packages.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Social Media Ban for Under-16s: A
proposal to follow Australia's lead in

banning social media for minors to

prevent algorithm-driven harm.

o Energy Relief Package: Legislation to
allow high-energy users to defer
payments to stimulate the industrial
sector.

o Military Mobility Funding: Proposals
to allocate one billion euros for

infrastructure upgrades through EU/
NATO mechanisms.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o STT Press Briefing: Details on raids
involving Skvernelis and Starkevicius
and the "Plant Service" investigation.

o Central Bank Report: Chairman
Gediminas Simkus presented growth

projections to the President.

KEY STORIES

* Geneva Peace Talks Stalled: High-stakes
negotiations between the U.S., Ukraine,
and Russia fail to address territorial

Concessions.

e Politician Raids: STT conducts searches
of offices belonging to Saulius Skvernelis

and Kazys Starkevi¢ius in a corruption
probe.

* Vilnius Airspace Closure: Contraband
balloons from Belarus disrupt civilian
flights at Vilnius Airport.
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* Agila Rig Collapse: A lighting rig falls at
a newly opened cultural center, injuring a
councilwoman.

Vietnam Bot Farms: Investigations reveal

organized cyber-attacks against European

figures operating out of Southeast Asia.

* Radarom Robot Initiative: A fundraising
campaign to buy rescue robots for the
Ukrainian military.

e Macron in India: France and India

negotiate a major defense deal for Rafale

jets.

Tree of the Year Contest: The Laukiy Oak
competes for European Tree of the Year as
a symbol of resilience.

* Ukrainian Integration: Lithuanian
children's books translated into Ukrainian
to aid refugee children.

* Administrative Fine Crisis: Nearly

100,000 citizens have unpaid fines totaling

100 million euros.

Social Media Ban Debate: Lithuania

considers banning social media for children

under 16.

* Olympic Debut for Varekojyte:
Lithuanian figure skater debuts at the

Milano Cortina Olympics.

* Frame Running for Disabled Children:
A new initiative in Vingis Park helps
disabled children participate in racing.

* Paralympic Controversy: Controversy
over Russian and Belarusian athletes
competing under their own flags.

* Cambodian Food Culture: A report on the
consumption of tarantulas and insects in
Cambodia.

Prostitution Law Proposals: Legislative

debate on increasing fines for purchasers

of sexual services.

* Lithuanian Economic Outlook: Central
Bank predicts 3%+ growth due to domestic
consumption.

* Military Mobility Challenges: Report on
the bureaucratic delays at NATO borders

for equipment transfers.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

h ://bl 1tproj rg/announcing-our-

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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