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RETALIATORY ENERGY MEASURES

AND HIGH-LEVEL US-HUNGARIAN

ALIGNMENT AMIDST ESCALATING

ELECTION-CYCLE GEOPOLITICS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 18, 2026, marked a significant esca‐

lation in the regional energy crisis and a hard‐

ening  of  the  Hungarian  government's

"sovereigntist"  stance  ahead of  the  April  12

parliamentary  elections.  The  day  was  domi‐

nated by the Hungarian government's formal

response to Ukraine’s ongoing suspension of

crude oil transit via the Druzhba (Friendship)

pipeline. Budapest officially labeled the stop‐

page as "political blackmail" intended to inter‐

fere in the upcoming elections by creating an

artificial  supply  crisis.  In  a  swift  retaliatory

move,  Hungary  and  Slovakia  suspended  all

diesel fuel exports to Ukraine, signaling a will‐

ingness to leverage their role as critical sup‐

pliers of refined products to force Kyiv's hand.

This energy brinkmanship is being framed by

state media as a defense of the "utility cost re‐

duction" (rezsicsökkentés) program against an

alleged "Kyiv-Brussels-Tisza Party" axis.

Simultaneously, the day’s coverage highlight‐

ed a  historic  deepening of  ties  between the

Orbán  administration  and  the  United  States

under the Trump presidency. The visit of Sec‐

retary  of  State  Marco  Rubio  to  Budapest

served as a potent political demonstration of

support  for  the  incumbent  government.  Ru‐

bio’s  rhetoric—specifically  his  assertion  that

"your success is our success"—and the discus‐

sion of an American "financial shield" to pro‐

tect Hungary from EU-led funding freezes or

currency speculation, provides the Orbán gov‐

ernment  with  significant  geopolitical  cover.

This alignment is further underscored by Hun‐

gary’s founding role in the "Peace Council," a

new US-led diplomatic body that notably ex‐

cludes  the  European  Union  from  Russia-

Ukraine peace negotiations,  currently  taking

place in Geneva.

Domestically, the narrative focused on delegit‐

imatizing  the  primary  opposition  challenger,

Péter Magyar of the Tisza Party. Coverage re‐

volved around a "drug party" scandal and alle‐

gations that Magyar has entered into a "pro-

war pact" with Brussels and Kyiv. By linking

the  opposition  to  higher  energy  prices,  the

loss of national veto rights, and foreign inter‐

ference,  the  government  is  synthesizing  its

foreign policy wins (US support) and regional

crises (pipeline stoppage) into a singular cam‐

paign message:  only  the current  administra‐

tion can maintain Hungary’s security and eco‐

nomic stability against a hostile, intervention‐

ist external environment.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Retaliatory  Suspension  of  Diesel  Ex‐

ports to Ukraine: Following a government

session, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó an‐

nounced that Hungary would halt all diesel

fuel  shipments  to  Ukraine  until  crude  oil

transit through the Druzhba pipeline is re‐

stored. Budapest maintains that there are

no technical  obstacles  to  transit  and that

the 22-day stoppage is a purely political de‐

cision  by  President  Zelensky.  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source)

Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s Buda‐

pest Visit: Secretary Rubio met with PM

Viktor Orbán, declaring a "new golden age"

in  US-Hungarian  relations.  Key  outcomes

included discussions on an American finan‐

cial  "protective  shield"  for  the  Forint  and

the Hungarian banking system, as well as

an agreement on civil nuclear cooperation

involving Westinghouse and Small Modular

Reactors (SMRs). (Source, Source, Source, 

Source)

Geneva  Peace  Negotiations  and  the

"Peace Council": Three-way talks between

Russia, Ukraine, and the USA continued in

Geneva,  mediated  by  Steve  Witkoff  and

Jared Kushner. The exclusion of EU leaders

from these talks was highlighted as a fail‐

ure of Brussels’ diplomacy, while Hungary’s

inclusion  as  a  founding  member  of  the

Washington-based  Peace  Council  was

framed as a major prestige win for Orbán.

(Source, Source, Source)

Resolution Against Ukraine’s EU Mem‐

bership: Fidesz  leadership  submitted  a

parliamentary resolution formally rejecting

Ukraine's fast-tracked EU accession, argu‐

ing that a country at war would drag the

entire  union  into  the  conflict  and  that

Ukraine does not meet the necessary crite‐

ria. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Escalation of  the Péter  Magyar "Drug

Scandal": State  media  aggressively  pur‐

sued  allegations  that  opposition  leader

Péter Magyar attended a party where ille‐

gal  drugs  were  present.  Reports  included

witness  statements  about  "white  powder"

and  an  "Ukrainian  girl"  present  at  the

scene, framing Magyar as a national securi‐

ty  risk  and  unfit  for  leadership.  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: Hungary  is  positioning itself

as  the  primary  European  bridge  to  the

Trump administration, explicitly siding with

the US view that the war in Ukraine must

end via immediate ceasefire and territorial

compromise,  in  direct  opposition  to  the

German-led  EU  stance.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)

Energy Security: The government has au‐

thorized  the  release  of  25,000  tons  from

strategic oil reserves (approx. one-third of

the total) to bridge the gap until sea-borne

Russian oil arrives via the Adria pipeline in

mid-March.  This  move is  intended to pre‐

vent  domestic  shortages  or  price  spikes.

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order: A

large-scale "Peace March" (Békemenet) has

been  announced  for  March  15  to  demon‐

strate  popular  support  for  the  govern‐

ment’s anti-war stance and to counter the

Tisza  Party’s  planned  "Revolutionary

March." (Source, Source, Source)

Economic  Statecraft: The  government

launched  the  "SME  Capacity  Expansion

3.0"  program,  providing  4  billion  HUF in

grants (2.5 million HUF per workplace) to

support hiring and the green/digital transi‐

tion in small businesses. (Source)
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Critical Infrastructure: Reports from Kyiv

detail  a  near-total  collapse  of  the  energy

grid due to Russian strikes, with -20°C tem‐

peratures  causing  a  humanitarian  crisis.

Hungarian analysts suggest this pressure is

intended to force the Ukrainian leadership

toward  a  "softer"  negotiating  position.

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Terrorism: The trial of the "Antifa group"

(Hammerbande) continued, with a German

trans-activist (Maya T.) sentenced to eight

years  for  organized  attacks  in  Budapest.

This  is  being  used  to  highlight  the  per‐

ceived danger of far-left movements in Eu‐

rope. (Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Governance efforts focused on formalizing op‐

position  to  EU-level  integration  of  Ukraine

and providing direct financial relief to citizens

and businesses to insulate them from inflation

and energy volatility.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Resolution  on  Rejecting  Ukraine’s  EU

Accession: A  formal  proposal  to  the  Na‐

tional  Assembly  to  reject  fast-track  mem‐

bership and the transformation of  the EU

into  a  military  alliance.  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source)

National  Petition  (Nemzeti  Petíció): A

public consultation process used to gather

mandates against "Brussels' pro-war pact,"

migration,  and  energy  price  increases.

(Source, Source, Source)

Utility  Cost Freeze (Rezsi-stop): Imple‐

mentation  of  a  30% quantity  discount  for

households to compensate for extreme Jan‐

uary cold. (Source, Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Government  Press  Briefing  (Kormány‐

infó): Minister  Szijjártó  announced  the

diesel export ban to Ukraine and the appeal

to the European Commission regarding sea-

borne Russian oil  rights.  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source)

Joint Press Conference (Orbán-Rubio):

Detailed the "Golden Age" of US-HU rela‐

tions and the US commitment to Hungary's

"success." (Source, Source, Source)

Sümeg Campaign Forum: PM Orbán ad‐

dressed  activists,  citing  internal  polling

showing  a  9-point  lead  for  Fidesz-KDNP

over  the  Tisza  Party.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Energy  as  a  Primary  Kinetic  Weapon of

Diplomacy

The transition of the "energy war" from price

shocks to literal physical stoppages and retal‐

iatory export bans marks a new phase. Hun‐

gary  is  no  longer  just  complaining  about

prices but is actively using its refining capaci‐

ty (the ability to produce diesel for Ukraine’s

military and economy) as a counter-blackmail

tool.  The  narrative  suggests  that  Ukraine’s

move is not just about oil but about coercing

Hungary  into  supporting  EU  military  aid.

(Source, Source, Source)

The Fragmentation of  the  West  and the

Rise of the "Peace Council"

A major theme is the deliberate bypassing of

traditional institutions (EU, UN) in favor of a

US-led,  direct-leadership  model.  By  hosting

the Peace Council  and excluding EU powers

like Germany and France, the Trump adminis‐

tration—with Hungary’s vocal support—is at‐
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tempting to redefine the global security archi‐

tecture.  This  creates  a  "multi-speed  West"

where  Hungary  is  a  "first-tier"  partner  of

Washington, while Brussels is relegated to a

reactive role. (Source, Source, Source)

Securitization of the Domestic Opposition

The  framing  of  the  Tisza  Party  has  shifted

from "political rival" to "foreign-managed na‐

tional security threat." By linking Péter Mag‐

yar to (1) a drug scandal, (2) an alleged secret

deal  with  the  EU  to  raise  taxes  and  utility

costs, and (3) Ukrainian interests, the govern‐

ment is making the April 12 election a refer‐

endum on "National  Sovereignty  vs.  Foreign

Occupation."  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

tensions  at  the  Hungarian-Ukrainian  border

and potential supply shortages in Ukraine as

the diesel ban takes effect. The "drug party"

scandal will likely escalate with the release of

more "leaked" digital evidence (videos or au‐

dio) to further damage the Tisza Party before

the March 15 rallies. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If Fidesz wins

the April 12 election as current polls suggest,

Hungary will likely move to formalize the US

"financial  shield,"  possibly  via  new  bilateral

banking  agreements.  This  would  provide  a

hedge against further EU Rule of Law funding

freezes.  The  Adria  pipeline  will  become  the

primary  route  for  Hungarian  oil,  potentially

increasing  transit  costs  and  necessitating  a

permanent  renegotiation  with  Croatia.

(Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural pivot to‐

ward American nuclear technology (Westing‐

house SMRs) will reduce dependence on both

Russian  gas  and  the  long-delayed  Paks  II

project. Hungary will attempt to leverage its

"Peace  Council"  membership  to  become  the

regional  hub  for  the  reconstruction  of

Ukraine, assuming a negotiated settlement is

reached under US mediation. (Source, Source,

Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Prepare for a continued degrada‐

tion of EU and NATO internal unity, as Hun‐

gary  pursues  a  bilateral  security  and

"peace"  track  with  the  US  that  excludes

other European allies. (Source, Source)

Diplomatic: Monitor  the  "Peace  Council"

as a competitor to the OSCE and UN for re‐

gional conflict resolution; its success or fail‐

ure will  dictate the relevance of  the EU's

Common  Foreign  and  Security  Policy.

(Source, Source)

Regional: Neighboring  states  (Romania,

Bulgaria)  should  expect  "sovereignty-

based" friction, as evidenced by the vandal‐

ism of Hungarian signs in Transylvania and

Bulgarian  concerns  over  water  levels.

(Source, Source)

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Costs: While  the  government

claims the "utility  cost  reduction"  is  safe,

the  shift  to  sea-borne  oil  and  the  loss  of

cheap pipeline transit will inevitably create

upward  pressure  on  industrial  energy

prices  and  refining  margins.  (Source, 

Source, Source)
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Investment Opportunity: Significant capi‐

tal  is  flowing into Hungarian energy stor‐

age and SME modernization; the expansion

of  the  "Home  Energy  Storage"  program

suggests  a  growing  market  for  battery

technology and solar integration.  (Source, 

Source)

Political Risk: Companies with perceived

ties to the current opposition or "Brussels-

aligned" sectors (like certain international

retail chains or banks) may face increased

regulatory scrutiny or negative public nar‐

ratives  as  the  election  nears.  (Source, 

Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260218_093300_Summa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260218_095000_Ma_delelott
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260218_115000_Ma_delutan
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260218_143000_HIREK
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

