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COALITION FRACTURES AND

DEFENSE ACCELERATION AMIDST

HIGH-STAKES SABOTAGE AND

JUDICIAL RECKONING

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 18, 2026, marked a significant turn‐

ing point in Polish domestic and security poli‐

cy, characterized by the formal fracturing of a

key coalition partner and a massive state-level

push  for  multi-billion-euro  defense  invest‐

ments. The "Polska 2050" party suffered a de‐

finitive  split  as  18  parliamentarians,  led  by

Climate Minister Paulina Hennig-Kloska, exit‐

ed to form the "Centrum" parliamentary club.

While both the new club and the remains of

Polska  2050  under  Katarzyna  Pełczyńska-

Nałęcz pledged continued loyalty to the ruling

15th of October Coalition, the internal vitriol

—with former leader Szymon Hołownia citing

"hatred"  and  "betrayal"—suggests  a  destabi‐

lized middle ground in Polish politics. This do‐

mestic upheaval coincided with Prime Minis‐

ter Donald Tusk’s declaration of 2026 as the

"Year  of  Turbo-Acceleration,"  leveraging  fa‐

vorable  economic  data  and  the  newly  ap‐

proved EU "SAFE" defense program to project

Poland as Europe’s leading growth engine.

On the security  front,  Poland faced tangible

evidence  of  hybrid  threats.  The  arrest  of  a

Moldovan national for attempting to derail a

fuel transport train near the strategic Puławy

chemical plant highlighted the ongoing risk of

Russian-backed sabotage aimed at disrupting

logistics to Ukraine. Simultaneously, the judi‐

ciary renewed its  pursuit  of  former PiS offi‐

cials,  with  a  fresh European Arrest  Warrant

(ENA) issued for Marcin Romanowski, who re‐

mains  sheltered  under  political  asylum  in

Hungary.  Internationally,  the  focus  remained

on the stalled Geneva peace talks and the in‐

auguration  of  Donald  Trump’s  "Peace  Coun‐

cil," from which the Vatican has notably dis‐

tanced  itself,  signaling  deep  skepticism  to‐

ward the new American diplomatic architec‐

ture. The day reflected a Poland aggressively

arming itself and growing its economy while

struggling with the legacies of past corruption

and  the  fragility  of  its  current  political  al‐

liances.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Schism in Polska 2050 and Formation

of "Centrum" Club: Approximately half of

the parliamentary representation of Polska

2050, including 15 MPs and 3 Senators, of‐

ficially broke away to form the "Centrum"

club. Leaders of the splinter group cited a

"lack of space for dialogue" and a "kicking

away  of  democratic  standards"  under  the

new  leadership  of  Katarzyna  Pełczyńska-

Nałęcz.  Szymon  Hołownia,  the  party's

founder, delivered a blistering critique, ac‐

cusing the defectors of "desertion" and "ha‐

tred,"  specifically  blaming  Hennig-Kloska

for  destabilizing  the  coalition  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source). 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260218_090000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260218_105500_Za_piec_dwunasta
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260218_183000_19.30
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260218_191800_Bez_trybu_Justyna_Dobrosz-Oracz


Approval  of  Program  "SAFE"  and  De‐

fense  Modernization: The  European

Union  formally  approved  Poland's  invest‐

ment plan under the SAFE program, grant‐

ing access to 44 billion EUR (approx. 184

billion PLN) in low-interest loans. The gov‐

ernment estimates these funds will save the

budget 48 billion PLN in interest compared

to sovereign bonds. Major beneficiaries in‐

clude Huta Stalowa Wola (20 billion PLN)

and Mesko. The program is currently being

debated in the Senate amidst fierce opposi‐

tion from PiS and Konfederacja,  who fear

loss of sovereignty and "EU conditionality"

(Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Suspected Russian-Backed Sabotage in

Puławy: A 25-year-old Moldovan national,

Anton B., was charged with "causing direct

danger  of  a  catastrophe"  after  activating

emergency  brakes  on  a  train  carrying  37

fuel  tankers  near  the  strategic  Azoty

Puławy chemical works. Służby found docu‐

mentation  in  Russian  and  multiple  SIM

cards/electronic  devices  on  the  suspect,

who entered Poland from Belarus. Prosecu‐

tors  suspect  a  test  of  Polish  security  re‐

sponses  by  Russian  intelligence  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Judicial  Strike  Against  Justice  Fund

Suspects: The  Warsaw  District  Court  is‐

sued a new European Arrest Warrant (ENA)

for  Marcin  Romanowski,  former  Deputy

Minister of Justice. This follows a previous

warrant's cancellation and is aimed at over‐

coming his current political asylum in Hun‐

gary.  A  similar  ENA process  is  underway

for  former  Minister  Zbigniew  Ziobro

(Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Stalled Peace Negotiations in Geneva:

Trilateral  talks  between  the  US,  Ukraine,

and Russia in Geneva ended after only two

hours  on  the  second  day.  While  "military

progress" on ceasefire monitoring was not‐

ed,  a  "political  deadlock"  remains  as

Ukraine  refuses  to  cede  the  Donbas  and

Russia continues to demand territorial con‐

cessions. The Vatican officially declined to

join Donald Trump's "Peace Council,"  pre‐

ferring the UN framework (Source, Source,

Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Domestic Stability & Elite Politics: The

fragmentation of Polska 2050 into two com‐

peting "Centrum" entities  complicates  the

15th  of  October  Coalition's  internal  man‐

agement. Prime Minister Tusk assured the

public of majority stability, but the loss of

party  recommendations  for  ministers  like

Hennig-Kloska creates a looming reshuffle

risk (Source, Source, Source). 

Economic  Statecraft: Tusk  and  Finance

Minister  Andrzej  Domański  projected  a

"turbo-acceleration"  for  2026,  targeting

nearly  10%  growth  in  investments  and

highlighting  a  drop  in  inflation  to  2.2%.

They framed Poland as an "oasis of stabili‐

ty"  outperforming  Germany  and  France,

while promising to overtake the UK's GDP

per  capita  within  five  years  (Source, 

Source, Source). 
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Critical Infrastructure & Terrorism: The

sabotage attempt on the Polish rail network

near Puławy is being treated as a high-level

national security threat. The use of "dispos‐

able agents" (nationals from third countries

like  Moldova)  to  conduct  kinetic  acts  or

gather  intelligence  on  strategic  sites  like

Azoty Puławy is a key concern for the Inter‐

nal  Security  Agency  (ABW)  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Geopolitics  &  International  Relations:

The inauguration of Trump's "Peace Coun‐

cil"  in  Washington,  attended  by  Poland's

Marcin Przydacz as an observer, highlights

the  delicate  balancing  act  between  War‐

saw’s reliance on the US and its integration

with  EU defense  initiatives.  The  Vatican's

refusal  to  join  signals  a  significant  rift  in

the western "peace architecture"  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Legislation: 

SAFE  Program  Act: Enabling  legisla‐

tion for 184 billion PLN in EU-backed de‐

fense  loans.  Includes  anti-corruption

oversight (Source, Source). 

Labor  Inspection  (PIP)  Reform:

Granting inspectors the power to convert

"civil contracts" (junk contracts) into em‐

ployment contracts, affecting 1.5 million

workers (Source, Source). 

Silesian  Language  Veto: President

Nawrocki vetoed the recognition of Sile‐

sian  as  a  regional  language,  citing  lin‐

guistic and financial concerns (Source). 

Amnesty  for  Volunteers: The  Sejm

passed legislation to prevent the prose‐

cution of Poles who volunteered for the

Ukrainian  army  without  prior  Mon  ap‐

proval (Source). 

Corruption  &  Governance: The  Justice

Fund investigation remains the primary ve‐

hicle for political accountability against the

former PiS administration. The issuance of

the ENA for Romanowski serves as a test of

the  "rule  of  law"  restoration  and  interna‐

tional  cooperation within the EU (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Biosurveillance: A  severe  Avian  Flu

(H5N1)  outbreak  in  Western  Poland  (Za‐

chodniopomorskie and Wielkopolska) led to

the  culling  of  millions  of  birds.  Officials

warned of "Armageddon" among wild birds

and  increased  risk  to  commercial  poultry

farms (Source, Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity focused heavily on defense

financing  and labor  market  protections.  The

government is pushing the SAFE program as

a cornerstone of national survival, while labor

reforms aim to dismantle "junk contracts" to

meet EU recovery plan milestones. The Presi‐

dent continues to use his veto power as a tool

of cultural and political resistance, specifically

regarding regional identity laws.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Act on the Implementation of Program

SAFE: Establishes the financial framework

for  184  billion  PLN in  EU defense  loans.

The Senate added an amendment ensuring

loan repayments do not come directly from

the  Ministry  of  Defense  (Mon)  budget

(Source, Source). 

Państwowa  Inspekcja  Pracy  (PIP)  Re‐

form: Allows inspectors to reclassify civil-

law  contracts  as  employment  contracts  if

the work conditions meet the legal defini‐

tion of employment. Includes a judicial ap‐

peal  process  for  employers  (Source, 

Source). 
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Silesian  Language  Regional  Recogni‐

tion: Vetoed by President Nawrocki on the

grounds that Silesian is a dialect, not a sep‐

arate language, and that recognition was a

"political  rather  than  scientific"  decision

(Source). 

Military  Volunteer  Immunity  Act: Pre‐

vents  criminal  prosecution  for  Poles  who

joined the International Legion in Ukraine

between 2022 and 2026 (Source). 

Cryptocurrency  Regulation  Act: Vetoed

by the President; the government plans to

release a "White Paper" on the President's

alleged links to the crypto industry (Source,

Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Centrum  Club  Inaugural  Conference:

Paulina Hennig-Kloska and Sławomir Ćwik

announced  the  breakaway  from  Polska

2050 (Source). 

Polska  2050  Counter-Conference:

Katarzyna  Pełczyńska-Nałęcz  and  Szymon

Hołownia  condemned  the  split  as  "deser‐

tion" (Source). 

PM  Tusk’s  Economic  Briefing  at  the

GPW: Declaration of the "Year of Accelera‐

tion"  and  defense  of  the  SAFE  program

(Source, Source). 

Prokuratura  Okręgowa  w  Lublinie

Briefing: Announcement  of  charges

against  the  Moldovan  saboteur  Anton  B.

(Source). 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

1. The Death of the "Middle Way"

and  Intra-Coalition  Cannibaliza‐

tion 

The split in Polska 2050 represents more than

just a party dispute; it is the disintegration of

the "Third Way" project. The defectors to the

"Centrum" club are largely perceived as more

aligned with Tusk’s Civic Coalition, seeking to

secure their  future on Tusk’s  lists  for  2027.

Conversely,  Pełczyńska-Nałęcz  is  attempting

to  carve  out  a  "Distinctive  Center"  that  is

more critical of the government. This polariza‐

tion  within  the  coalition  creates  a

"Schrödinger’s Majority"—stable in votes but

fractured in leadership and vision. Hołownia’s

fall from a leading presidential contender to a

"betrayed"  founder  signals  the  end  of  the

post-2023  "new  quality"  in  politics  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

2. The Economic Weaponization of

Defense 

The  Tusk  administration  is  successfully  re‐

framing defense spending as an industrial and

economic stimulus. By focusing on the SAFE

program's  3%  interest  rate  versus  market

rates, they are portraying opposition from PiS

as  "economic  sabotage."  The  localization  of

80% of spending (e.g., the 20 billion PLN for

Huta  Stalowa Wola)  is  designed to  create  a

"defense-industrial  complex"  that  provides

jobs in historically neglected regions like Pod‐

karpacie  and  Świętokrzyskie.  This  "military

Keynesianism"  is  intended  to  make  defense

spending  politically  unassailable  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

3.  "Disposable  Sabotage"  and the

Belarus-Russian Conduit 

The arrest in Puławy reveals a pattern of Rus‐

sian  intelligence  using  non-Russian,  "dispos‐

able" agents (Moldovans, etc.) to perform low-

tech but high-impact sabotage. The fact that

the suspect entered from Belarus and immedi‐

ately  moved  toward  critical  infrastructure

suggests a well-oiled logistics pipe for hybrid
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warfare.  This  "test-and-probe"  strategy  aims

to identify gaps in Polish rail security and the

speed  of  inter-service  information  sharing.

The  government  is  using  this  to  justify  the

"SAN"  anti-drone  and  infrastructure  protec‐

tion systems (Source, Source, Source).

4. Judicial Stalemate and Hungari‐

an Obstruction 

The renewal of the ENA for Romanowski high‐

lights the growing legal wall between Poland

and Hungary.  Orbán's  decision to grant asy‐

lum to Polish political figures is being framed

by Warsaw as a breach of EU legal solidarity.

The timing of  the judicial  moves—coinciding

with upcoming Hungarian elections—suggests

Poland is hoping for a regime change in Buda‐

pest to "unlock" these uciekinierzy (fugitives).

This  remains  a  major  friction  point  in  EU-

Visegrad relations (Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  formal

request for the removal of ministers associat‐

ed  with  the  "Centrum"  club  by  Pełczyńska-

Nałęcz, which Tusk will likely ignore, deepen‐

ing the rift within the 15th of October Coali‐

tion. The court in Lublin will likely grant the

3-month arrest for Anton B., leading to more

revelations  about  the  "SIM  card"  sabotage

network. A Presidential veto of the SAFE pro‐

gram act is highly probable, forcing the gov‐

ernment to trigger "Plan B" (likely using sov‐

ereign funds or specialized bank mechanisms)

(Source, Source, Source).

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  first

tranches of SAFE funds will hit Polish defense

firms,  triggering  a  hiring  boom  in  regional

hubs. The Hungarian elections in April will be

the  critical  "make-or-break"  moment  for  the

Justice Fund investigations; a loss for Orbán

would lead to the immediate extradition of Ro‐

manowski  and  Ziobro.  Labor  inspectors  will

begin  their  first  high-profile  "junk  contract"

conversions,  likely  resulting  in  significant

pushback from the private sector and numer‐

ous  court  challenges  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland is on track to

become the largest conventional military pow‐

er in the EU, provided the SAFE program debt

is managed. The "Year of Acceleration" claims

will be tested by the high cost of debt servic‐

ing. The split in the center-right (Polska 2050

vs. Centrum) will likely lead to a consolidation

where Tusk’s Civic Coalition remains the only

viable governing force, potentially leading to a

more binary (CC vs. PiS/Konfederacja) politi‐

cal system (Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security Strategy: Allied intelligence ser‐

vices should increase monitoring of  third-

country nationals entering the EU via Be‐

larus, as the "Anton B." case demonstrates

a shift toward utilizing non-obvious agents

for infrastructure sabotage (Source). 

Diplomatic Architecture: The lack of suc‐

cess  in  Geneva  and  the  rise  of  Trump’s

"Peace Council" suggests a fractured West‐

ern  approach  to  Russia.  EU  members

should prepare for a period where US and

EU "peace paths" run in parallel but poten‐

tially  contradictory  directions  (Source, 

Source). 
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Legal  Harmonization: The  Romanowski/

Ziobro  asylum case  in  Hungary  creates  a

dangerous precedent for the EAW system.

The EU may need to address "political asy‐

lum" within the Schengen zone to prevent

it  from  becoming  a  shield  for  corruption

suspects (Source). 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investment Opportunity (Defense): Sub-

contractors in electronics,  hydraulics,  and

automotive components should look toward

Polish  hubs  (Stalowa  Wola,  Skarżysko,

Radom),  as  150 billion PLN is  earmarked

for local industry (Source, Source). 

Regulatory  Risk  (Labor): Multinational

firms operating in Poland must audit their

use of B2B and civil-law contracts. The PIP

reform  significantly  increases  the  risk  of

forced reclassification into more expensive

employment contracts (Source, Source). 

Supply  Chain  Security: The  banning  of

Chinese vehicles from Polish military sites

due to "cyber-espionage" concerns may sig‐

nal a wider forthcoming restriction on Chi‐

nese tech in  critical  infrastructure.  Logis‐

tics firms should diversify their fleets away

from Chinese brands to avoid future access

issues (Source, Source). 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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