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A World in Shift: From Multilateral Institutions to ‘Board of Peace’ and Legal Reckoning for High-Profile Leaders
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CONCLUSIONS: A new era defined by centralized personalist diplomacy, the erosion of the ‘rule-based’ order,
and an unprecedented global standard of legal accountability for high-profile figures and technological leaders.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in the
global order as the United States, under Presi-
dent Donald Trump, formally inaugurated the
"Board of Peace" in Washington DC. This body,
which effectively functions as a transactional
alternative to the United Nations, aims to
oversee the reconstruction of Gaza and the
deployment of an international stabilization
force. While the U.S. pledged $10 billion and
several Arab and Muslim nations committed
billions more, the board remains controversial
for its lack of Palestinian representation and
the exclusion of major European allies. The
convergence of this summit with a renewed
10-day ultimatum to Iran over its nuclear pro-
gram suggests a strategy of using centralized,
personalist diplomacy to bypass traditional
multilateral institutions while maintaining a
high-risk military posture in the Middle East.

Simultaneously, the day was characterized by
a historic legal reckoning for global elites. In
the United Kingdom, Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor (formerly Prince Andrew) was arrest-

ed on suspicion of misconduct in public office,
specifically for allegedly sharing confidential
government trade information with the late
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. In South Korea,
former President Yoon Suk-yeol was sen-
tenced to life in prison for insurrection follow-
ing his 2024 martial law attempt. These devel-
opments, alongside Meta CEO Mark Zucker-
berg's testimony in a landmark trial regarding
social media addiction in children, indicate a
crumbling of the historical protections afford-
ed to political, royal, and technological lead-
ers. The era is increasingly defined by the col-
lision of populist governance, the erosion of
the '"rule-based" international order, and a
new global standard of legal accountability for
high-profile figures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Inauguration of the Board of Peace and
Gaza Reconstruction Plan: President
Trump presided over the first meeting of
the board, announcing $17 billion in total
pledges ($10 billion from the US, $7 billion
from partners like Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
Kuwait) for Gaza. The plan includes a
20,000-strong international stabilization
force and the construction of 400,000
homes, starting in Rafah. (Source, Source,
Source, Source)

* US Ultimatum to Iran Amid Military
Buildup: President Trump issued a verbal
deadline of 10 to 15 days for Iran to reach a
nuclear deal, warning that "bad things will
happen" if they do not. This coincides with
Russian-Iranian naval drills in the Strait of
Hormuz and a massive US military buildup
in the region. (Source, Source, Source,
Source)
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Arrest of Andrew Mountbatten-Wind-
sor: The younger brother of King Charles
was arrested and questioned for "miscon-
duct in public office." Allegations based on
unredacted Epstein files suggest he shared
sensitive UK government trade memos with
Jeffrey Epstein within minutes of receiving
them. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

South Korean Insurrection Verdict: For-
mer President Yoon Suk-yeol received a life
sentence for his failed 2024 martial law
declaration. The court ruled his actions
were a '"reckless" attempt to subvert the
constitution, marking a definitive end to
440 days of political turmoil in the country.
(Source, Source, Source)

UN Findings of Genocide in Sudan: An
independent UN investigation concluded
that atrocities committed by the Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF) in El Fasher, Sudan, bear
the "hallmarks of genocide." The report
cites the systematic targeting of the Za-
gawa and Four ethnic groups, involving
mass executions and sexual
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

violence.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: The US administration is ag-
gressively policy
through transactional boards, effectively
sidelining the UN and traditional NATO al-
lies (UK, France, Germany) who were no-
tably absent from the Board of Peace.
(Source, Source, Source)

centralizing foreign

International Relations: Russia is posi-
tioning itself as a mediator between the US
and Iran while conducting naval drills with
the latter, seeking to preserve its own
strategic interests in Ukraine by avoiding a
major Middle East conflict. (Source,
Source, Source)

Domestic Stability & Civil Unrest: Ar-
gentina faced a massive nationwide strike
against President Milei's labor reforms,
which seek to abolish the minimum wage
and ease dismissals. Meanwhile, Venezuela
is debating an amnesty law that could re-
lease hundreds of political prisoners but
faces internal divisions over the scope of
clemency. (Source, Source, Source)

Al and Technology Governance: India is
hosting an AI summit with leaders from
France and Brazil, positioning itself as a
global hub for Al investment while attempt-
ing to balance job security concerns with
technological advancement. (Source,
Source, Source)

Critical Infrastructure: In Lebanon, the
government is under intense pressure fol-
lowing building collapses in Tripoli that
killed 14 people, revealing that up to 1,500
buildings are at risk of imminent collapse
due to decades of neglect and corruption.
(Source, Source, Source)
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* Legislation:

o Australian Social Media Law: A strict
ban blocking access to social media for
those under 16, with heavy penalties for
non-compliance. (Source)

o French Social Media Bill: Passed the
lower house to ban social media use for
under 15s. (Source)

o> Venezuela Amnesty Law: Debated in
the National Assembly to release politi-
cal prisoners; sticking points include
points 6 and 7 regarding the admission
of guilt and application to exiles.
(Source, Source)

o California Billionaire Tax Proposal: A
proposed one-time 5% wealth tax on bil-
lionaires to fund healthcare, facing oppo-
sition from Governor Newsom and Sili-
con Valley leaders. (Source, Source,
Source)

o Philippine Divorce Bill: Under consid-
eration in the Senate; would end the ban
on divorce in one of the last countries
where it remains illegal. (Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative trends for February 19, 2026, fo-
cus heavily on digital safety for minors, na-
tional reconciliation through amnesty, and ex-
perimental taxation of the ultra-wealthy. Gov-
ernments are increasingly willing to use state

power to override the business models of Big
Tech and the wealth concentration of the elite.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o]

]

California Wealth Tax: A one-time 5%
levy on the net worth of individuals with
over $1 billion. Proponents argue it
plugs healthcare funding gaps; oppo-
nents warn of a '"wealth exodus."
(Source, Source)

Venezuela Amnesty Bill: A law intend-
ed to heal wounds from the Maduro era
by releasing opposition activists. Debate
centers on whether it applies to those
who fled the country. (Source, Source)

Philippine Divorce Act: A move to le-
galize the dissolution of marriage, cur-
rently opposed by the Catholic Church
but supported by over 50% of the popu-
lation. (Source)

Gabon Social Media Suspension: A
government decree suspending access to
platforms, citing threats to national se-
curity and misinformation. (Source)

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o]

]

o

Mark Zuckerberg Court Testimony
(LA): The Meta CEO testified under oath
in a trial alleging that platforms like In-
stagram are '"defective products" de-
signed to addict children. (Source,
Source, Source)

Board of Peace Summit (DC): An inau-
gural meeting where 40+ nations were
convened to formalize a new U.S.-led
"Phase 2" plan for Gaza. (Source,
Source, Source)

India AI Summit: Prime Minister Modi
addressed world leaders, calling for
"global standards" for Al and authentica-
tion of content to combat deepfakes.
(Source, Source)
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the Post-WWII In-
ternational Order: The Board of Peace rep-
resents a definitive break from the United Na-
tions-led consensus. By creating a parallel
structure where Trump acts as "Chairman for
Life" and membership is "purchased" with $1
billion contributions, the US is formalizing a
"pay-to-play" model of global security. This
has created a rift with traditional European al-
lies who fear the erosion of international law,
while attracting Global South and Middle
Eastern nations eager for direct access to US
power. (Source, Source, Source, Source,
Source)

The End of Elite Impunity: Across the
globe, high-ranking figures are losing their
traditional immunity. The arrest of Andrew
Mountbatten-Windsor and the life sentence
for Yoon Suk-yeol signal that even royal status
and former presidential powers are no longer
sufficient to block criminal proceedings.
Zuckerberg's presence in a LA courtroom fur-
ther illustrates that "Big Tech" titans are be-
ing treated more like tobacco executives than
innovators, facing product liability for the so-
cietal harms caused by their algorithms.
(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Resource Conflict and "Disaster Capital-
ism": In Gaza, the reconstruction plan is
heavily focused on real estate value, high-ris-
es, and a "Mediterranean Riviera," which ana-
lysts describe as "disaster capitalism." This
trend is mirrored in Bosnia, where a $1.2 bil-
lion Canadian-owned mine is accused of poi-
soning a town with lead, and in Greenland,
where the US is pushing for control of rare
earth minerals. In these cases, large-scale in-
vestment is increasingly prioritized over local

health and self-determination. (Source,

Source, Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The 10-to-15-day
deadline given to Iran is the most critical win-
dow. If indirect talks in Geneva do not yield a
breakthrough on uranium enrichment, the
risk of a combined US-Israeli strike on Iranian
nuclear facilities is high. Locally, South Korea
may face unrest from pro-Yoon demonstrators,
while the UK monarchy will face intensified
calls for transparency following Andrew's ar-
rest. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Board of
Peace will attempt to deploy the first elements
of its stabilization force into the Rafah sector
of Gaza. Success depends on the disarmament
of Hamas, which the group has already reject-
ed. In Argentina, the government's refusal to
negotiate with striking unions may lead to a
total economic standstill. (Source, Source,
Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the Board of
Peace successfully reconstructs Gaza, it could
become the template for resolving other con-
flicts (e.g., Ukraine), permanently replacing
the UN's role in security matters. Conversely,
if it fails, it may leave the US overextended in
a region with no legitimate local partners. The
digital safety laws in Australia and France
may lead to a bifurcated internet where "mi-
nor modes" are the global standard. (Source,
Source, Source, Source)
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy:

o Diplomatic Hedge: European nations
must decide whether to continue as "ob-
servers" of the Board of Peace or risk
complete exclusion from Middle Eastern
infrastructure projects. (Source, Source)

o Security De-escalation: International
actors should pressure Iran to accept a
multi-year enrichment freeze to avoid a
strike during the current US administra-
tion's deadline window. (Source, Source)

o Genocide Response: The US sanctions
on RSF commanders should be followed
by a global arms embargo to prevent fur-
ther genocidal acts in Darfur. (Source)

* For Private Sector/Investors:

o Regulatory Risk: Social media compa-
nies must prepare for a "post-Section
230" legal environment in the US, where
platform design is treated as a product
liability. (Source, Source)

o Supply Chain Diversification: In-
vestors in South American mining or
agriculture  (particularly = Argentina)
should brace for persistent labor insta-
bility and logistical halts. (Source,
Source)

c Gaza Infrastructure Opportunities:
The Board of Peace represents a high-
risk, high-reward gateway for contrac-
tors in telecom, housing, and logistics,
provided they can operate under an in-
ternational stabilization force. (Source,
Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
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