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A Unified Narrative of Domestic Legitimacy and Regional Power Projection (February 2026 Report)
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Real-time tracking to combat Gip Lait & state firms guarantee ‘citizen’s pocket'.
‘speculation’ and ensure regulated prices. Religious narratives encourage moderate
consumption to prevent ‘gaspillage’ (waste).

DOMESTIC FOCUS: Leveraging logistics for social welfare & national resilience.
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consequences (cancers,
birth defects).
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNTABILITY: Demanding truth to maintain nationalist fervor and justify foreign policy.

NIGER (Niamey & Adrar)

7 Sonelgaz experts building
infrastructure & training personnel.
Accelerating energy projects
post-high-level visits.

.y

MOZAMBIQUE (Maputo)
- Exporting electricity production
TECHNICAL EXPORT & & grid engineering expertise.

! ‘SOUTH-SOUTH’ COOPERATION Strengthening continental
presence beyond gas.

ALGERIA: ‘PROTECTIVE STATE' MOROCCO: ‘MAKHZEN NEGLECT’

(New clinics, market stability) > (Housing crises, forced evictions')

SHORT TERM: MEDIUM TERM: LONG TERM: Permanent
High state intervention, Multi-year infrastructure international dispute over archives;
digital monitoring. contracts signed. potential ‘Southern Energy Bloc”.

OVERALL IMPLICATION: Consolidating internal legitimacy via the ‘Ramadan economy’ while aggressively
projecting state power as a regional energy hegemon and technical stabilizer.
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ALGERIA PRIORITIZES RAMADAN
SOCIAL STABILITY AND SAHEL
ENERGY DIPLOMACY WHILE
CHALLENGING COLONIAL
LEGACIES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks the onset of the
holy month of Ramadan, a period the Algerian
state is leveraging to demonstrate its logisti-
cal capacity and commitment to social wel-
fare. The government has deployed a massive
multi-sectoral effort to stabilize consumer
markets, particularly for meat and milk, using
digital platforms to monitor supply chains and
combat "speculation." This domestic focus is
coupled with a narrative of national resilience,
contrasting Algeria's stable food supply with
reports of homelessness and "Makhzen" ne-
glect in neighboring Morocco. The state's me-
dia apparatus is balancing these themes of do-
mestic bounty with a somber reflection on the
"nuclear scar" left by French colonial testing
in the Sahara, demanding historical account-
ability and the release of French archives.

On the international stage, Algeria is aggres-
sively positioning itself as a regional energy
hegemon and technical leader. Following high-

level visits from Niger’s leadership, the state-
owned Sonelgaz is moving toward concrete in-
frastructure projects in Niamey and Adrar,
while simultaneously exporting engineering
expertise to Mozambique. This "South-South"
cooperation strategy serves to solidify Alge-
ria’s influence in the Sahel and sub-Saharan
Africa, transitioning from a purely extractive
energy economy to one based on the export of
technical services and regional stabilization.
The convergence of these events suggests an
administration focused on consolidating inter-
nal legitimacy through the "Ramadan econo-
my" while projecting state power across its
southern borders.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Ramadan Market Intervention and Dig-
ital Monitoring: The Ministry of Interior
and Ministry of Commerce have launched a
digital "Veille" (monitoring) platform to
track the supply and distribution of essen-
tial goods in real-time. The state has specif-
ically targeted the meat market, increasing
imports of chilled beef from Brazil and
Spain to maintain "regulated prices" and
prevent price gouging by middlemen.
(Source, Source, Source)

* Sahel Energy Integration (Niger-Alge-
ria): Following the visit of Niger’s Presi-
dent Abdourahamane Tiani, Algerian offi-
cials held ministerial meetings to acceler-
ate energy projects. Key initiatives include
Sonelgaz experts studying a new power
plant in Niamey and the technical training
of Nigerien personnel at the Adrar engi-
neering school. (Source, Source)
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Continental Technical Export (Mozam-
bique): A delegation of Algerian energy ex-
perts visited Maputo to discuss transferring
Algerian expertise in electricity production
and grid engineering. This move aligns with
President Tebboune’s directive to strength-
en Algeria's presence in African energy
markets beyond simple gas exports.
(Source)

Colonial Nuclear Liability and Archive
Demands: The state renewed its focus on
the health and
quences of the 1960 French nuclear tests in
Reggane. Survivors and experts document-
ed the ongoing prevalence of cancers and
birth defects, with explicit calls for France
to release top-secret site maps and medical
archives to
(Source, Source)

environmental conse-

facilitate decontamination.

Administrative Decentralization: The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs inaugurated re-
gional annexes in Constantine, Ouargla,
and Oran. This policy allows citizens to au-
thenticate legal documents for internation-
al use locally, reducing the administrative
burden on the capital and signaling an ef-
fort to modernize "proximity" governance.

(Source)

Targeted Criticism of Moroccan Hous-
ing Policy: State media featured reports
on "forced evictions" and house demolitions
in Morocco, accusing the Moroccan state
(the Makhzen) of neglecting citizens' rights
and leaving families homeless. This high-
lights the ongoing information warfare and
diplomatic friction between the two North
African powers. (Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Geopolitics

and International Rela-
tions: Algeria is reinforcing its "pivot to
Africa" strategy. By engaging deeply with
Niger and Mozambique, Algeria is attempt-
ing to fill the vacuum left by traditional Eu-
ropean powers in the Sahel and Southern
Africa through energy partnerships. Presi-
dent Tebboune’s phone call with Tunisia's
Kais Saied further emphasizes a "fraternal"
bloc in North Africa. (Source, Source)

State Capacity and Digitalization: The
transition toward digital governance is a re-
curring theme. The use of real-time plat-
forms for tracking "stocks, distribution
flows, and market needs" indicates an at-
tempt to modernize the command-and-con-
trol aspects of the Algerian economy, par-
ticularly during high-stress periods like Ra-
madan. (Source)

Domestic Stability and Social Order:
The government is highly sensitive to the
risk of "gaspillage" (waste) and price
volatility. Religious narratives are being
used to encourage moderate consumption,
while the state-run "Gip lait" and meat com-
panies are showcased as guarantors of the
"citizen’s pocket." The expansion of health
clinics in rural areas (Relizane) is also pre-
sented as a key pillar of social stability.
(Source, Source)

Energy Security: Beyond domestic con-
sumption, the role of Sonelgaz as a "pivot"
for national energy policy is being expand-
ed to include external market access and
"South-South" solidarity. The emphasis is
on building reliable regional infrastructure
to ensure collective energy security in the
Sahel. (Source)
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* Succession and Stability: President Teb-
boune’s Ramadan address serves as a uni-
fying message, positioning him as the over-
seer of the nation’s efforts to remain "im-
mune to fluctuations" and a guardian of the
martyrs’ legacy. (Source, Source)

* Legislation and Regulatory Policy: Dis-
cussions focused on the legal framework
for national service and military census, as
well as the implementation of existing price
regulation laws.

o National Service Census (Law 14-06):
Citizens born in 2009 are required to
register for national service between
January and September 2026. (Source)

o Anti-Speculation Regulations: En-
forcement of measures to ensure meat
and milk availability at "regulated
prices" through designated state-run
points of sale. (Source)

o Consular Reform: Decentralization of
document authentication services
through the establishment of regional
Ministry of Foreign Affairs annexes.
(Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Governance efforts on February 19 were pri-
marily executive and administrative rather
than legislative, focusing on the deployment
of existing laws to manage the Ramadan in-
flux and regional diplomacy. The Ministry of
Defense issued a firm reminder regarding
mandatory national service registration for
young men, while the Ministry of Commerce

operationalized its new digital tracking sys-
tems.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: There

were no specific new bills debated; howev-
er, Law 14-06 (August 9, 2014) regarding
National Service was the focus of a manda-
tory public census notice for the 2009 age
cohort. (Source)

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Interministerial Meeting on Niger:
Chaired by Prime Minister Sife Ghrib,
this meeting focused on implementing
President Tiani's visit outcomes, span-
ning energy, health, and industry.
(Source)

o Market Stability Press Briefing: The
Minister of Interior and Minister of Com-
merce held a technical meeting to final-
ize the "Veille" platform for market moni-
toring. (Source)

o Regional MFA Annex Inaugurations:
Official ceremonies held in Constantine
and Ouargla to launch decentralized doc-
ument legalization services. (Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* The "Ramadan Economy" as a Test of

State Power: The Algerian state treats Ra-
madan not just as a religious event, but as
a critical logistical operation. The focus on
million-liter-per-day milk production and 15
tons of bread waste collected daily indi-
cates that the state views market availabili-
ty as its primary defense against civil un-
rest. The narrative is one of "abundance vs.
waste," shifting the blame for potential
shortages away from the government and
toward consumer behavior or "specula-
tors." (Source, Source)
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Historical Justice as a Sovereign Tool:
By revisiting the 1960 Reggane nuclear
tests, the government is using historical
trauma to maintain a nationalist fervor. The
detailed accounts of "vitrified sand" and
"cobalt effects" serve to remind the public
of the "brutality" of the former colonial
power, effectively using the past to justify
current independent and sometimes con-
frontational foreign policy stances. This
also serves as a lever in ongoing diplomatic
negotiations with France. (Source, Source)

Algeria as the Sahel’s "Technical Stabi-
lizer": There is a clear trend toward Alge-
ria positioning itself as the "mature" part-
ner in the Sahel. Instead of just provide se-
curity (the military aspect), it is now pro-
viding the "engineering of stability"—train-
ing Nigerien electrical engineers and build-
ing power plants. This is a sophisticated
form of soft power meant to create long-
term dependence on Algerian technical
standards and infrastructure. (Source,
Source)

Regional Dichotomy (Algeria vs. Moroc-
co): The news cycle consistently juxtaposes
Algerian state success (new clinics, market
stability) with Moroccan state failure (hous-
ing crises, ignored citizens). This trend of
"comparative stability" is a central pillar of
the state's domestic communication strate-
gy, framing Algeria as a "protective state"
compared to its neighbor. (Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a high

degree of state-led market interventions. If
digital monitoring fails to keep prices low
for meat and milk, the government will like-
ly announce even more aggressive import
quotas or crackdowns on "illegal" storage
facilities. Public attention will remain fixed
on Gaza and Ramadan festivities, with little
room for domestic political dissent.
(Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The techni-
cal delegations to Niger and Mozambique
will likely result in the signing of multi-year
infrastructure contracts. This will mark a
shift in Sonelgaz's revenue model toward
international service provision. Domestical-
ly, the decentralization of Foreign Affairs
services will likely be expanded to more
Wilayas if the initial trial in Oran and Con-
stantine proves efficient. (Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): Algeria's push for
"historical truth" regarding nuclear tests
may lead to a permanent internationalized
dispute with France, possibly involving de-
mands for environmental remediation
funds. In the Sahel, if Algeria successfully
builds out Niger's grid, it could create a
"Southern Energy Bloc" that integrates Sa-
helian economies more closely with Algiers
than with ECOWAS or European partners.
(Source, Source)
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security through Energy: Western and
regional partners should recognize that Al-
geria is using energy infrastructure as its
primary diplomatic tool in the Sahel. En-
gagement with Niger should account for
this growing Algerian technical influence.
(Source)

* Colonial Archive Pressures: The persis-
tence of the nuclear test narrative suggests
that bilateral relations with France will re-
main volatile until a definitive "memory and
truth" framework is established. (Source)

* North African Rivalry: The constant focus
on Moroccan internal crises suggests that
the Algeria-Morocco diplomatic thaw is
nowhere in sight; third-party mediators
should remain cautious. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Agribusiness and Cold Chain: The state’s
obsession with meat and milk supply chains
opens significant opportunities for foreign
firms specializing in industrial-scale live-
stock production, cold storage logistics,
and real-time inventory management soft-
ware. (Source, Source)

Digital Infrastructure: As the govern-
ment decentralizes MFA and Interior ser-
vices, there will be an increased demand
for secure digital identity, document au-
thentication, and inter-wilaya communica-
tion platforms. (Source)

* Energy Consulting and Training: Com-
panies specializing in vocational training
for the energy sector (especially in Adrar)
may find fertile ground for partnerships as
Algeria expands its role as a regional train-
ing hub for African nations. (Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_110000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_050000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_170000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_110000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_170000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_110000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260219_110000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-

chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-
For questions or suggestions, please contact chive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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