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OUTBREAKS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting on February 19, 2026, depicts a

region in profound flux, characterized by the

convergence  of  high-stakes  geopolitical  ma‐

neuvers, significant domestic health crises in

Taiwan,  and  the  accelerating  integration  of

Artificial Intelligence (AI) into the social and

economic fabric. A central theme is the fric‐

tion within the U.S.-Taiwan-China triangle, as

Taiwan’s administration pushes for a massive

1.25 trillion TWD defense budget despite re‐

ports of U.S. arms delivery delays (specifically

F-16V fighters) and shifting diplomatic priori‐

ties  in  Washington.  This  defense  anxiety  is

mirrored regionally by the sentencing of for‐

mer South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol to

life imprisonment for insurrection, and North

Korea’s unveiling of  a world-first nuclear-ca‐

pable  multi-launch rocket  system capable  of

blanketing the South.

Domestically,  Taiwan is  grappling with a  se‐

vere  Norovirus  outbreak  that  has  infected

nearly 4,000 people over the Lunar New Year

holiday, notably impacting public appearances

by President Lai Ching-te after a temple offi‐

cial fell ill in his presence. Simultaneously, the

"AI  Revolution"  has  reached a  new stage of

public  utility  and  risk;  while  AI  tools  like

DeepSeek and ChatGPT are being utilized for

everything from stock market prediction and

traditional divination to life-saving medical di‐

agnoses, the Chinese government is moving to

regulate "low-quality" AI-generated short dra‐

mas that promote "excessive wealth" and "un‐

realistic" social values. This reflects an over‐

arching trend of state-driven efforts to main‐

tain social order against the backdrop of rapid

technological change and economic volatility.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Taiwan Defense Budget and Arms Pro‐

curement Friction: The Legislative  Yuan

is set to prioritize a 1.25 trillion TWD spe‐

cial  defense  budget.  However,  significant

controversy has erupted over the non-deliv‐

ery of 66 F-16V fighters originally promised

by 2024, with experts suggesting the delay

is linked to U.S.-China diplomatic bargain‐

ing (Source, Source, Source, Source).

South  Korean  Political  Upheaval: For‐

mer President Yoon Suk-yeol was sentenced

to life  imprisonment for  leading an insur‐

rection. The court identified him as the pri‐

mary architect of the failed internal strife,

marking a historic shift in South Korean ju‐

dicial accountability (Source, Source).

Norovirus  Epidemic  in  Taiwan: Public

health  authorities  report  a  surge  in

Norovirus  cases,  with  nearly  4,000  infec‐

tions in two days. The outbreak disrupted

high-profile  "Spring  Greetings"  by  Presi‐

dent Lai Ching-te and raised alarms about

viral  persistence  in  crowded  temple  envi‐

ronments (Source, Source, Source, Source).
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North  Korean  Strategic  Advancement:

Pyongyang  unveiled  a  new  multi-launch

rocket system (MLRS) capable of carrying

nuclear  warheads.  Kim Jong-un  described

the  weapon  as  "world-leading,"  featuring

AI-integrated fire-control systems designed

to paralyze South Korean command struc‐

tures (Source, Source, Source).

Mainland China’s Technological Expan‐

sion: China  continues  to  demonstrate  in‐

dustrial "super-projects," including the "Sky

Building Machine" that constructs high-ris‐

es in 200 days and a breakthrough in pearl

cultivation  within  the  Taklamakan  Desert

using  glacial  meltwater  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Regulatory  Crackdown  on  Media  and

AI: The PRC's  National  Radio  and Televi‐

sion Administration (NRTA) has launched a

campaign against "overbearing CEO" short

dramas and AI-generated content that pro‐

motes "money worship" and "blind materi‐

alism" (Source, Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Rela‐

tions 

U.S. President Trump is reportedly in com‐

munication  with  Xi  Jinping  regarding  Tai‐

wan arms sales,  raising fears in Taipei  of

being  used  as  a  bargaining  chip  (Source, 

Source).

Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (2.0

Administration) secured a landslide reelec‐

tion and plans to visit the U.S. in March to

strengthen the Japan-U.S. alliance and the

Indo-Pacific  strategy  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Iran conducted live-fire naval drills  in the

Persian Gulf, threatening U.S. warships and

showcasing long-range missile  capabilities

(Source).

Domestic  Stability  and Social  Or‐

der 

Taiwan experienced a series of violent inci‐

dents during the Lunar New Year, including

a firebombing at a train station in Pingtung

caused by a family dispute and multiple in‐

stances of temple-goers and tourists engag‐

ing  in  physical  altercations  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

Economic desperation is noted in reports of

a  39-year-old  man  committing  arson  and

robbery at a convenience store due to "bad

mood" and family conflict (Source, Source).

AI and Technological Statecraft 

DeepSeek is being widely adopted in Main‐

land  China  for  stock  market  analysis  and

"AI Divination," despite warnings from tra‐

ditional fortune tellers and industry experts

regarding  data  inaccuracies  (Source, 

Source, Source).

AI  is  revolutionizing  the  film  industry

through  "Virtual  Studios,"  allowing  for

high-budget  spectacles  (like  100,000-man

armies) to be produced in small LED-screen

rooms (Source, Source, Source).

Emergence  of  "Low  Altitude  Economy"

(LAE) with the certification of the "Carry"

(Evo) flying taxi in Guangdong, signaling a

shift in logistics and emergency rescue ca‐

pabilities (Source, Source).
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Legislation and Policy 

The 1.25 trillion TWD Special Defense Bud‐

get is the primary legislative focus in Tai‐

wan's  new  session  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

The U.S. Congress is moving to codify the

"Six  Assurances"  into  law to  stabilize  the

Taiwan policy framework (Source, Source, 

Source).

Mainland  China’s  NRTA  introduced  new

content  standards  for  short-form video  to

curb  "toxic"  social  narratives  (Source, 

Source, Source).

New educational regulations in China allow

for the retroactive revocation of university

degrees if admission fraud or plagiarism is

discovered (Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Taiwanese governance is currently dominated

by the "Special Defense Budget" debate, while

the U.S. legislative branch seeks to formalize

long-standing  diplomatic  promises  into  en‐

forceable law. Concurrently, the PRC is lever‐

aging regulatory bodies to impose "social val‐

ue" filters on emerging digital media markets.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

1.25 Trillion TWD Special Defense Bud‐

get: A massive appropriation for U.S. arms

purchases.  Critics  and  opposition  parties

argue the government is "paying for goods

not delivered" (Source, Source, Source).

U.S. Six Assurances Codification Act: A

U.S. Congressional effort to make the diplo‐

matic assurances to Taiwan a matter of fed‐

eral law (Source, Source).

NRTA  Short-Drama  Content  Regula‐

tion: New  guidelines  banning  "Wealth-

Flaunting" and "Unrealistic Class Conflict"

in mobile dramas (Source, Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Credibility Gap in U.S.-Taiwan

Security 

There is an emerging narrative of skepticism

regarding the reliability of U.S. arms deliver‐

ies.  Reports  that  the F-16V delivery may be

delayed until 2027—or potentially stalled per‐

manently due to "Xi-Trump" negotiations—cre‐

ate significant political risk for the Lai admin‐

istration. Opposition parties are beginning to

frame the 1.25 trillion TWD budget not as a

defense necessity,  but  as  a  "blind check"  or

"inventory clearance" for the U.S. military-in‐

dustrial complex (Source, Source, Source).

AI as  the New "Social  Infrastruc‐

ture" 

AI has transcended mere software to become

a foundational  element  of  daily  survival  and

spiritual  life.  From  ChatGPT  correctly  diag‐

nosing a case of leukemia when doctors failed

(Source,  Source)  to  AI  systems  managing

"Smart  Markets"  in  Hangzhou  (Source, 

Source), the technology is being positioned as

a solution to state capacity issues. However,

the use of AI for "stock market prophecy" and

"fate-telling"  (DeepSeek)  suggests  a  danger‐

ous trend where algorithmic outputs are treat‐

ed as infallible, potentially leading to systemic

financial or social risks if not properly regulat‐

ed (Source, Source).

The "Norovirus Spring" and Public

Health Resilience 
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The Norovirus surge highlights the vulnerabil‐

ity  of  high-density  social  gatherings  during

traditional  holidays.  The infection of  govern‐

ment-adjacent  personnel  during  the  Presi‐

dent’s visits demonstrates that standard sani‐

tization  (like  alcohol)  is  ineffective  against

such  viruses,  prompting  a  shift  toward

"hypochlorous acid" and more stringent envi‐

ronmental controls (Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Expect  intense  legislative  gridlock  in  Tai‐

wan over the defense budget, with the op‐

position demanding a "guaranteed delivery

schedule" before approval.

The  Norovirus  outbreak  will  likely  peak

within the next 10 days as travelers return

to work, potentially causing temporary la‐

bor shortages in the service sector.

Immediate diplomatic fallout from the Yoon

Suk-yeol  sentencing  may  lead  to  civil  un‐

rest or pro-Yoon demonstrations in Seoul.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

Japan’s  Takaichi  Administration  will  likely

pivot toward a more aggressive "Economic

Security" posture following the March U.S.

visit, focusing on Artificial Diamond produc‐

tion for semiconductors (Source).

Regulatory pressure on China’s tech sector

will shift from "platform giants" to "content

algorithms," specifically targeting AI-gener‐

ated media to align with state ideological

goals.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

The  "Low Altitude  Economy"  (flying  cars)

will  transition  from  experimental  to  com‐

mercial in the Pearl River Delta, fundamen‐

tally  altering  urban  logistics  (Source, 

Source).

A  permanent  structural  shift  in  Taiwan’s

defense strategy may occur if U.S. arms de‐

livery delays persist,  forcing a greater re‐

liance on indigenous development or asym‐

metric AI-driven defense systems.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomats  should  prepare  for  a  "transac‐

tional"  phase  in  U.S.-Taiwan  relations,

where arms sales are increasingly linked to

U.S.-PRC trade breakthroughs.

The sentencing of Yoon Suk-yeol suggests a

need  for  regional  partners  to  re-evaluate

the stability of South Korean security com‐

mitments during the judicial transition.

North Korea’s nuclear MLRS capability re‐

quires  an  immediate  update  to  regional

missile defense protocols, as traditional in‐

terceptors may be overwhelmed by "mass

fire" tactics (Source, Source).

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: The U.S.-China-Japan

"Semi-war"  over  Artificial  Diamonds  and

semiconductor  manufacturing  materials

creates high volatility for hardware manu‐

facturers (Source).
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Investment Opportunity: The "Low Alti‐

tude  Economy"  and  "造楼机"  (automated

construction)  represent  massive  growth

sectors in China’s industrial tech landscape

(Source, Source).

Regulatory  Compliance: Media  compa‐

nies must sanitize content for the Mainland

market  immediately  to  avoid NRTA black‐

listing, focusing on "realistic" and "positive"

narratives  rather  than  "wealth-flaunting"

tropes (Source, Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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