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HUNGARY LEVERAGES STRATEGIC

PARTNERSHIP WITH DONALD

TRUMP AMIDST ENERGY WARFARE

WITH UKRAINE AND PRE-ELECTION

TENSIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

Hungarian  foreign  policy  as  Prime  Minister

Viktor  Orbán  participated  as  the  sole  EU

founding member of  Donald Trump’s  "Peace

Council" in Washington. This summit signals a

definitive shift in Hungary's geopolitical orien‐

tation, favoring a new, pragmatism-based in‐

ternational framework over traditional, "impo‐

tent" institutions like the United Nations. The

administration  is  using  this  high-profile  al‐

liance to project strength and stability to do‐

mestic  voters  ahead  of  the  April  12,  2026,

general  election,  framing  Orbán as  a  global

"peace-maker"  while  his  domestic  opponents

are depicted as agents of  Brussels  and Kyiv

(Source, Source, Source).

Simultaneously,  Hungary  is  navigating  a  se‐

vere  energy  security  crisis  characterized  as

"political blackmail" by the Ukrainian govern‐

ment. Following the total cessation of oil flow

through  the  Barátság  (Friendship)  pipeline,

the  Hungarian  government  has  released

strategic reserves and transitioned to tengeri

(maritime)  imports  via  the  Croatian  Adria

pipeline. This "oil war" has escalated into mu‐

tual  economic  sanctions,  with  Hungary  and

Slovakia  halting  diesel  exports  to  Ukraine.

The convergence of  these events suggests a

coordinated  effort  by  the  Orbán  administra‐

tion to consolidate "energy sovereignty" while

simultaneously portraying the Ukrainian lead‐

ership  as  active  participants  in  Hungarian

election  interference  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

In  the  background,  a  massive  US  military

buildup near Iran and the ongoing humanitari‐

an collapse in Ukraine underscore a global en‐

vironment  of  high volatility.  Domestic  narra‐

tives are heavily focused on the "National Pe‐

tition," a tool designed to solidify public oppo‐

sition to EU war-related spending and energy

price hikes.  The day’s  coverage suggests an

administration in a state of high alert, lever‐

aging every foreign policy development to re‐

inforce its "peace and security" campaign pil‐

lar (Source, Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Founding  of  the  Washington  Peace

Council: Donald  Trump  hosted  the  first

session of the Peace Council, featuring over

20 world leaders. Hungary is the only EU

founding member. The council announced a

$17  billion  fund  for  Gaza  reconstruction

and the creation of an International Stabi‐

lization Force (ISF) to bypass UN bureau‐

cracy (Source, Source, Source). 
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Escalation of the Hungary-Ukraine Oil

Crisis: The  Hungarian  government  con‐

firmed there are no technical obstacles to

restarting the Barátság pipeline, classifying

the continued stoppage as "political  sabo‐

tage" intended to influence the April elec‐

tions. Hungary and Slovakia responded by

cutting  off  diesel  supplies  to  Ukraine

(Source, Source, Source). 

Trump’s  Explicit  Endorsement  of  Or‐

bán: During  the  Peace  Council,  Donald

Trump provided a full endorsement of Vik‐

tor Orbán for the upcoming elections, citing

his  "exceptional"  work  on  migration  and

sovereignty. This move is seen as a major

counter  to  "Brussels  pressure"  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Strategic  Shift  to  Adria Pipeline: With

the  Barátság  pipeline  offline,  the  MOL

Group has ordered 500,000 tons of Russian

crude via maritime routes through Croatia.

The government has released one month of

strategic  reserves  to  cover  the  transition

period (Source, Source, Source). 

US Naval Buildup vs. Iran: Reports indi‐

cate the largest American naval presence in

decades  near  the  Persian  Gulf,  including

the Abraham Lincoln and Gerald Ford carri‐

er strike groups. High-ranking officials indi‐

cate a strike could be launched as early as

the  weekend  if  nuclear  negotiations  fail

(Source, Source). 

Election  Interference  Allegations: The

Hungarian  government  and  intelligence

sources claim the Tisza Party is "colluding"

with Kyiv.  Allegations include the delivery

of specialized IT software from Ukraine to

the Tisza Party and mutual agreements to

abandon  Russian  energy  and  Hungarian

veto rights (Source, Source, Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The administration is mov‐

ing toward a permanent diversification strate‐

gy that minimizes reliance on Ukrainian tran‐

sit. The transition to the Adria pipeline is pre‐

sented as a test of "European solidarity," with

Hungary demanding Croatia and the EU Com‐

mission facilitate maritime Russian oil imports

under existing sanctions exemptions (Source, 

Source, Source).

International  Relations  &  Alternative

Diplomacy: Hungary is positioning itself as a

"bridge"  between  the  Trump  administration

and a fractured Europe. The government ex‐

plicitly  criticized  the  UN and  EU  as  "impo‐

tent"  or  "Ukrainian  committees,"  promoting

the Peace Council  as  a  "results-oriented" al‐

ternative (Source, Source, Source).

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order: The

"Otthon Start" (Home Start) program has seen

massive uptake, with 25,000 fixed 3% loans is‐

sued to young families. The government links

this  economic stability  directly  to  its  "peace

policy,"  claiming  that  an  opposition  victory

would result in 1,000 HUF/liter gas prices and

the  collapse  of  utility  subsidies  (Source, 

Source, Source).

Legislation & Policy: 

National  Petition  (Nemzeti  Petíció): A

government-sponsored  questionnaire  sent

to 7.6 million citizens, asking for a mandate

to oppose war financing and energy price

hikes (Source, Source). 

Otthon  Start  Program: A  regulatory

framework providing 3% fixed-rate housing

loans  for  citizens  under  40  (Source, 

Source). 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_000000_Ma_ejszaka
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_070000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_093300_Unio27
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_143300_Unio27
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_170000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_183000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_000000_Ma_ejszaka
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_091000_Nemzeti_Sporthirado
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_120000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_180400_VILAGHIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_223500_VILAGHIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_080000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_093300_Unio27
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_183000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_000000_Ma_ejszaka
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_093300_Unio27
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_200000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_080000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_143300_Unio27
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_183000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_090000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_120000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_183000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_183000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_200000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_090000_HIRADO
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=M1_20260219_123300_Ma_delutan


Emergency Governance (Rendeleti Kor‐

mányzás): The continuation of  special  le‐

gal orders due to the war in Ukraine and

migration pressure remains in effect until

at least mid-May (Source). 

SME  Innovation  Grants: A  340  billion

HUF program targeting efficiency and tech‐

nology upgrades for family-owned business‐

es (Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The government is currently focused on using

direct-to-citizen  "consultations"  like  the  Na‐

tional Petition to legitimize its stance against

EU directives. Major recent policies center on

"demographic sovereignty" and energy insula‐

tion from the conflict in Ukraine.

BILLS/POLICIES DISCUSSED:

National Petition on War and Energy: A

formal  document  seeking  public  rejection

of  10-year  financial  commitments  to

Ukraine  and  the  "war  tax"  on  energy

(Source). 

Housing  Loan  Expansion: Proposals  to

increase the 100 billion HUF cap for home

energy storage programs due to  high de‐

mand (Source). 

Ukraine Accession Opposition: A parlia‐

mentary  resolution  initiated  by  Fidesz  to

formally  block  Ukraine's  "fast-track"  EU

membership (Source). 

SIA (SZJA) Exemption for Mothers: On‐

going  policy  debate  regarding  the  expan‐

sion of lifetime income tax exemptions for

mothers  with  two  or  more  children

(Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Government Info (Kormányinfó): Gerge‐

ly  Gulyás  detailed  the  retaliation  against

Ukraine and the success of the Home Start

program (Source, Source). 

Washington  Press  Conference: Viktor

Orbán and Péter Szijjártó summarized the

Peace Council outcomes and Trump’s sup‐

port (Source, Source). 

SME Impact  Conference: Discussion  on

the  320  billion  HUF  interest  subsidy  for

small businesses (Source). 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Critical Infrastruc‐

ture: The cessation of oil through the Barát‐

ság  pipeline  represents  a  shift  from  kinetic

warfare to total infrastructure warfare in Cen‐

tral Europe. Hungary’s claim that Ukraine is

using energy to force a "puppet government"

into  power  indicates  that  pipelines  are  now

considered primary tools of election interfer‐

ence. The Hungarian response—cutting diesel

to  the  Ukrainian  military/economy—suggests

that  infrastructure  interdependence  has  be‐

come  a  liability  rather  than  a  deterrent

(Source, Source, Source).

Parallel Internationalism: The Trump Peace

Council serves as a blueprint for a "parallel"

international  order.  By  branding  traditional

organizations like the UN as "impotent," lead‐

ers like Trump and Orbán are creating a com‐

petitive  market  for  diplomacy.  This  "action-

group" logic—where wealthy nations pool cap‐

ital ($17B for Gaza) to solve specific problems

—threatens the universalist consensus of the

post-WWII era. Hungary is positioning itself as

the  European  "early  adopter"  of  this  model

(Source, Source, Source).
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Information  and  Moral  Warfare: The  do‐

mestic  campaign  has  turned  toward  "moral

character" as a primary battleground. The in‐

tensive focus on Péter Magyar’s alleged drug

use and secret recordings serves to disqualify

him as a "national security risk." Meanwhile,

the use of AI-generated "nightmare videos" of

the war in Ukraine aims to create an visceral

emotional association between the opposition

and certain death,  reflecting an increasingly

aggressive  psychological  operations  environ‐

ment  in  domestic  politics  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): High risk of kinet‐

ic escalation between the US and Iran, which

would destabilize global energy markets. Do‐

mestically,  expect  further  "leaks"  regarding

the Tisza Party’s Ukrainian connections. The

transition to Adria pipeline oil  will  be moni‐

tored for  price  spikes  at  the  pump (Source, 

Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The April  12

election results will determine if Hungary re‐

mains an "illiberal" anchor in the EU or shifts

toward  a  pro-Brussels/Kyiv  stance.  If  Fidesz

wins,  expect  a  permanent  strategic  decou‐

pling from Ukrainian energy transit and a for‐

malized "Peace Council"  role  in  Gaza recon‐

struction (Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Peace Council"

may evolve into a security architecture that ri‐

vals NATO or the UN, especially if  more EU

members (e.g., Italy, Slovakia, Romania) tran‐

sition from megfigyelő (observer) to full mem‐

bers. Hungary’s investment in US small modu‐

lar reactors (SMRs) will begin to redefine its

energy mix  away from Russian-only  reliance

(Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  Polarization: Western  allies

must  account  for  a  "Two-Track  Europe,"

where Hungary operates through a parallel

diplomatic  circuit  centered  in  Washington

rather than Brussels (Source, Source). 

Energy  Vulnerability: EU  policy  should

prioritize the expansion of the Adria pipe‐

line’s pumping capacity to prevent Hungary

and Slovakia from being forced into "ener‐

gy desperation" (Source, Source). 

Security  Coordination: The  US  buildup

near  Iran  suggests  an  imminent  regional

shift; diplomatic channels must prepare for

secondary  effects  on  European  migration

and energy (Source, Source). 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Ongoing diesel stops

and oil transit sabotage in the CEE region

suggest that logistics through Ukraine and

its neighbors remain high-risk for the fore‐

seeable future (Source, Source). 

Investment Opportunity: The Hungarian

SME innovation and energy storage grants

provide significant capital for tech-transfer

firms in the green-tech and manufacturing

sectors (Source). 

Regulatory Compliance: Be aware of the

"extra-profit"  rhetoric  used  against  firms

like  Shell  and  Erste  Bank;  multinational

corporations  in  Hungary  face  heightened

political scrutiny during the election cycle

(Source, Source). 
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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