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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks a critical juncture

for the Islamic Republic of Iran as it navigates

a "hybrid war" characterized by intense mili‐

tary posturing from the United States and a

major  internal  economic  restructuring.  The

day's coverage is dominated by the conclusion

of joint naval exercises with Russia in the Sea

of Oman, a clear signal of deterrence directed

at  the  U.S.  "Armada"  currently  stationed  in

the Persian Gulf. This military cooperation is

mirrored on the economic front by the 19th

Joint  Economic  Commission  between  Tehran

and Moscow, aimed at bypasses western sanc‐

tions  through  alternative  financial  mecha‐

nisms  and  the  development  of  the  North-

South  Transit  Corridor.  These  developments

occur  against  a  backdrop  of  heightened  re‐

gional  tension,  with  Iran  threatening  a  "re‐

gional  war"  and the closure of  the Strait  of

Hormuz should the Trump administration ini‐

tiate a strike.

Domestically, the Iranian government is imple‐

menting what it describes as "major economic

surgery": the removal of the preferential cur‐

rency exchange rate (4,200 tomans to the dol‐

lar) for essential goods. While acknowledging

short-term  price  shocks,  the  state  narrative

emphasizes the necessity of this move to elim‐

inate systemic corruption and "rent-seeking"

that drained foreign reserves. Simultaneously,

the state is still processing the fallout from a

"U.S.-orchestrated  coup  attempt"  in  January

2026, using forensic data to counter Western

narratives  regarding  casualty  figures  and

framing the unrest as the "13th day of a 12-

day war" initiated by the U.S. and Israel. In‐

ternationally, Iran is leveraging the latest "Ep‐

stein Files" revelations—specifically the arrest

of Prince Andrew—to portray Western leader‐

ship as morally compromised and susceptible

to Zionist blackmail.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iran-Russia  Joint  Naval  Exercises  and

Strategic  Alliance: Tehran  and  Moscow

concluded  high-stakes  naval  drills  in  the

Sea of Oman and Northern Indian Ocean,

simulating the liberation of hijacked vessels

and  counter-terrorism  operations.  The

drills are intended to demonstrate regional

self-sufficiency in security and a deepening

military  partnership  that  includes  intelli‐

gence  sharing  and  advanced  air  defense

upgrades. (Source, Source, Source, Source,

Source, Source) 
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Abolition of  the Preferential  Currency

Rate: The Iranian administration has offi‐

cially moved to unify the foreign exchange

rate, removing the subsidized 4,200 toman

rate  for  essential  goods.  The  policy  re‐

places  indirect  subsidies  with  a  direct

"goods  voucher  system" for  consumers  to

mitigate  "rent-seeking"  by  intermediaries.

(Source, Source) 

West  Bank  Annexation  Crisis: Interna‐

tional  condemnation  followed  the  Israeli

cabinet's plan to register large areas of the

occupied  West  Bank  (Area  C)  as  "state

property." Over 85 UN member states have

denounced the move as de facto annexation

and a  "lethal  blow" to  the prospects  of  a

Palestinian state. (Source, Source, Source, 

Source, Source) 

Epstein Files Fallout and the Arrest of

Prince  Andrew: British  police  arrested

Prince Andrew on suspicion of misconduct

in public office related to his ties to Jeffrey

Epstein. Iranian media is framing this and

broader "Epstein list" revelations as proof

of  a "global  criminal  enterprise" that pro‐

vides leverage for Zionist interests to dic‐

tate U.S.  and U.K. foreign policy.  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source, Source) 

U.S. Military Standoff and "10-Day" Ul‐

timatum: President Trump has positioned

a massive naval armada near Iran, issuing a

10-day window for a "meaningful  deal"  in

nuclear  talks.  Iranian  officials  have  re‐

sponded by stating that any limited strike

will be met with a regional war, targeting

all U.S. bases in West Asia and the Israeli

regime.  (Source,  Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source) 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: The emergence of a trilateral

"multipolar"  order  between  Iran,  Russia,

and  China  is  presented  as  the  primary

counter-weight  to  U.S.  hegemony.  This  in‐

cludes the development of the North-South

Transit Corridor and alternative interbank

payment systems to bypass the U.S. dollar.

(Source, Source, Source) 

Economic  Statecraft: Unifying  the  ex‐

change rate is framed as a shift toward "re‐

alism  and  transparency."  Government

spokespeople argue that  the delay in  this

"courageous decision" by previous adminis‐

trations led to the depletion of limited for‐

eign exchange resources. (Source, Source) 

Domestic Stability  & Civil  Unrest: The

state remains focused on the "January 2026

Unrest,"  which  it  labels  a  "failed  U.S.-or‐

chestrated coup." Coverage emphasizes the

deaths  of  100  security  officers  and  uses

forensic medicine reports to debunk "unre‐

alistic" death toll figures (up to 50,000) cir‐

culated by Western media. (Source, Source,

Source, Source) 

International  Relations: Despite  the

threat of war, indirect nuclear talks contin‐

ue  in  Vienna  and  Geneva.  However,  Iran

maintains  a  "hard  red  line"  regarding  its

ballistic missile program and its support for

regional  resistance  groups.  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source) 

Corruption & Governance: The "Epstein

Files" are used as a case study in Western

elite corruption. Investigative journalists on

the channel suggest that figures like Tony

Blair were blackmailed into supporting the

Iraq War, implying a similar mechanism is

currently  driving  the  Trump  administra‐

tion's posture toward Iran. (Source, Source,

Source) 
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AI & Technology: Iran participated in the

India  AI  Impact  Summit,  emphasizing  its

"growing AI capability" and human capital.

Tehran  seeks  international  cooperation

with the Global South to build AI infrastruc‐

ture  independent  of  Western  billionaires.

(Source, Source, Source) 

Legislation: 

Removal  of  Preferential  Currency Rate:

Administrative decision to eliminate the

4,200 toman rate for the import of 25 es‐

sential goods. (Source, Source) 

Establishment of the "Board of Peace": A

U.S.-led  initiative  by  Donald  Trump  to

fund  Gaza's  reconstruction,  which

Hamas has dismissed as political theater.

(Source, Source, Source) 

EU Designation of IRGC: The European

Council  has  formally  added the Islamic

Revolution  Guard  Corps  to  its  terrorist

list, freezing funds and barring support.

(Source, Source, Source) 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The  primary  policy  shift  involves  the  struc‐

tural overhaul of Iran's currency and subsidy

regime, aimed at curbing systemic "rent-seek‐

ing"  and  market  distortion.  Simultaneously,

the  administration  is  pushing  for  legislative

and  diplomatic  formalization  of  the  North-

South Transit  Corridor  with Russia.  Interna‐

tionally, the U.S. is utilizing "mandatory deten‐

tion without bond" for immigrants, a policy re‐

cently  struck  down  by  a  California  judge,

while the EU is implementing new terror des‐

ignations against Iranian state institutions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Preferential  Currency  Removal  (Eco‐

nomic  Surgery): A  Landmark  economic

initiative  under  President  Masud

Pezeshkian to transfer subsidies directly to

the final consumer via electronic vouchers.

(Source, Source) 

U.S. Mandatory Immigration Detention

Policy: An administrative decision enforc‐

ing detention without bond, recently struck

down as "shameless" by U.S. District Judge

Sunshine Sykes. (Source, Source, Source) 

Israel's "State Property" Land Registra‐

tion: A controversial plan to register large

parts of the West Bank as state property, ef‐

fectively  allowing  for  the  confiscation  of

land  where  Palestinians  cannot  provide

generations-old  proof  of  ownership.

(Source, Source, Source) 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

19th  Joint  Commission  for  Economic

Cooperation (Tehran): Iranian Minister of

Petroleum and Russian Minister of Energy

signed four MoUs regarding oil, gas, bank‐

ing, and transit. (Source, Source, Source) 

U.S. "Board of Peace" Inaugural Meet‐

ing (Washington): Trump pledged $10 bil‐

lion for Gaza reconstruction, contingent on

Hamas disarming. (Source, Source, Source)

India  AI  Impact  Summit  (New Delhi):

Global  leaders debated the governance of

AI; Iran emphasized academic capacity and

human capital. (Source, Source, Source) 

UN Security Council Meeting on Pales‐

tine  (New  York): Political  affairs  chief

warned  of  the  "gradual  de  facto  annexa‐

tion"  of  the  West  Bank.  (Source,  Source, 

Source) 
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Hybrid Warfare and Narrative Control: A

central theme is the rejection of Western me‐

dia's "psychological campaign." Iranian cover‐

age  meticulously  dissects  Western  headlines

(e.g., The Economist, The Guardian) to frame

them as "rehearsals" for war rather than ob‐

jective reporting. The state uses the "January

2026 Unrest" to illustrate how the U.S. uses

internal destabilization as a second act to fail‐

ing military campaigns. By focusing on "fabri‐

cated deaths" and the presence of Mossad op‐

eratives, the state reinforces a narrative of na‐

tional  unity  against  foreign  "gangsterism."

(Source, Source, Source)

The "Multipolar"  Economic Pivot: Iran  is

signaling a definitive shift away from the dol‐

lar-based global economy. The removal of the

preferential exchange rate is not just a domes‐

tic fix but a move toward "realism" necessary

for integration into the China-led "alternative

financial architecture." The North-South Tran‐

sit Corridor is presented as a "game changer"

that will make Iran the central node in a trade

route between Europe (via Russia) and India,

effectively neutralizing the power of U.S. mar‐

itime blockades. (Source, Source, Source)

Erosion  of  International  Law  and  Elite

Moral  Collapse: The  transcripts  reflect  a

deep  skepticism  toward  the  United  Nations

and traditional  diplomacy.  The repeated fail‐

ure of the UN to sanction Israel for its West

Bank "land  grab"—contrasted  with  the  swift

expulsion  of  apartheid  South  Africa  in  the

1970s—is used to argue that the "rules-based

order" is a tool of Western hegemony. The fo‐

cus on the Epstein files and Prince Andrew's

arrest  serves  to  delegitimize  the  "moral  au‐

thority"  of  Western nations,  portraying them

as "hollowed out" and controlled by "tribalistic

Zionists." (Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The risk of military

confrontation is at an all-time high. With the

U.S. Armada in place and Trump's 10-day deal

window closing,  analysts  predict  a  potential

strike within 24-36 hours. Any U.S. or Israeli

kinetic action is likely to trigger an immediate

Iranian response against Tel Aviv and U.S. re‐

gional bases, potentially leading to a closure

of the Strait of Hormuz. Domestically, expect

continued  price  volatility  as  the  market  ad‐

justs to the removal of the preferential curren‐

cy rate. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The effective‐

ness of the "direct voucher system" will deter‐

mine domestic stability. If the government can

stabilize food prices (e.g., red meat, poultry),

it  may  consolidate  support.  Internationally,

the formalization of the Iran-Russia-North Ko‐

rea-China "Axis" will likely lead to new, non-

dollar trade agreements. The "Board of Peace"

in Washington will likely fail to gain traction

as Hamas refuses to disarm while under fire.

(Source, Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): The completion of

the North-South Transit Corridor could funda‐

mentally  reorient  global  trade,  reducing  the

strategic  importance  of  the  Suez  Canal  and

Western-controlled shipping lanes. The inter‐

nal  divide  within  the  Israeli  community

(Haradim  vs.  state  forces)  and  the  ongoing

"existential  threat"  from  the  Axis  of  Resis‐

tance may lead to  a  collapse of  the current

Zionist  entity  from  within.  The  U.S.  dollar's

role as a reserve currency will continue to de‐

cline as BRICS nations expand their alterna‐

tive  payment  systems.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: The  traditional  "escalation  con‐

trol" model is failing. Iran's shift to a "re‐

gional  war"  doctrine  means  that  limited

strikes on nuclear facilities will  no longer

be  contained;  diplomatic  missions  must

prepare  for  broad  regional  instability.

(Source, Source) 

Diplomatic: The  UN's  credibility  is  at  a

nadir  in  the  Global  South.  Future  peace‐

keeping  or  mediation  efforts  will  require

the  inclusion  of  Russia  and  China  to  be

viewed  as  legitimate  by  Tehran.  (Source, 

Source) 

Economic: Sanctions on the energy sector

are increasingly leading to "smart tactics"

by  Iran,  such  as  selective  closure  of  the

Strait  of  Hormuz for  "unfriendly"  nations,

which  could  weaponize  energy  flows

against  specific  NATO  members.  (Source, 

Source) 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: The 20% of global oil and

1/5th of LNG passing through the Strait of

Hormuz  are  at  immediate  risk.  Firms

should  hedge  against  a  $140/barrel  price

scenario  and  explore  alternative  logistics

routes that avoid the Persian Gulf. (Source, 

Source) 

Regulatory Compliance: The EU's desig‐

nation of the IRGC as a terrorist organiza‐

tion  creates  massive  legal  minefields  for

any firm involved in Iranian infrastructure

or transit, particularly the North-South Cor‐

ridor. (Source, Source) 

Investment Opportunities: India's AI and

digital identity systems are being framed as

a "civilization model" for the Global South.

There are significant opportunities for tech

investment in New Delhi that bypasses tra‐

ditional  Silicon  Valley  hegemony.  (Source, 

Source) 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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