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Peace marketed as costly; justify
massive military spending

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT (SHORT TO LONG TERM)

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
UK Royal Crisis Escalation,
Gulf Naval 'Near-Miss'

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY
SECURITY: Prepare for loss of regional bases.
DIPLOMATIC: EU pivot to independent posture.
HUMANITARIAN: Immediate Gaza intervention required.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
US Midterms Hinge on Drug Reforms,
West Bank Conflict Risk, Korea Thaw

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):

Permanent RUS-CHN-IRN Alliance,

US Resumes Nuclear Testing,
EU Dissolution/Restructuring

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

SUPPLY CHAIN RISK: Extreme energy volatility (Hormuz closure).
REGULATORY COMPLIANCE: Prepare for radical US patent law shift.

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY: Gaza reconstruction (with political risk & fees).
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, was characterized by a
profound shift in global power dynamics, as
the traditional "rules-based order" appeared
to fragment in favor of direct, transactional
diplomacy. The conclusion of trilateral talks in
Geneva between Russia, the United States,
and Ukraine—notably excluding European
Union representatives—signifies a move to-
ward a "Great Power" understanding that by-
passes traditional multilateral institutions.
While negotiators described the sessions as
"business-like," the simultaneous public hostil-
ity from Ukrainian President Zelensky toward
his own allies and the emergence of internal
power struggles in Kiev suggest a precarious
transition period for the Ukrainian state. This
geopolitical shift is mirrored in the Middle
East, where the Trump administration is at-
tempting to replace UN-led frameworks with a
"Board of Peace" for Gaza reconstruction and
direct indirect nuclear talks with Tehran, even

as a massive American naval armada threat-
ens kinetic action.

Domestically, both the United Kingdom and
the United States are facing severe crises of
elite legitimacy. The arrest of Prince Andrew
on charges of misconduct in public office—
linked to his dealings with Jeffrey Epstein—
represents an unprecedented breach in the
protective casing of the British monarchy and
suggests a broader '"controlled release" of
damaging information targeting the global es-
tablishment. In the U.S., the resignation of
FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino and ongo-
ing sloppiness regarding the Epstein file
redactions have fueled narratives of a "Deep
State" in total disarray. These developments
converge to show an administration in Wash-
ington that is aggressively leveraging foreign
policy "wins" and defense spending increases
to distract from domestic institutional rot,
while regional partners like Hungary and Slo-
vakia are beginning to exercise unilateral en-
ergy leverage that challenges EU unity.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Trilateral Geneva Negotiations: Two
days of intensive talks between Russia, the
US, and Ukraine wrapped up. Moscow de-
scribed them as difficult but pragmatic.
Significantly, EU representatives were ex-
cluded from the table, despite attempts by
Germany, France, and the UK to intervene
(Source, Source, Source).

* Arrest of Prince Andrew: In a historic
move, the British police arrested King
Charles’s brother on suspicion of miscon-
duct in public office, specifically regarding
the sharing of confidential trade documents
with Jeffrey Epstein (Source, Source,
Source, Source).
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* Central FEuropean Energy Fracture:
Hungary and Slovakia suspended diesel
supplies to Ukraine, citing Kiev's "black-
mail" in blocking the Druzhba pipeline.
Hungary has circumvented the issue by ar-
ranging Russian oil deliveries via sea
through Croatia (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

* Nuclear Brinkmanship and Accusa-
tions: The U.S. accused China of a covert
2020 nuclear test at Lop Nur, a move seen
by analysts as justification for a $1 trillion
upgrade to the U.S. nuclear arsenal. Simul-
taneously, Russia, China, and Iran an-
nounced joint naval exercises in the Gulf
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

* Gaza "Board of Peace" Launch: Donald
Trump chaired the first meeting of a new
Gaza reconstruction body. The initiative
faces legitimacy issues as major allies (UK,
France, Germany) declined to join, and no
Palestinian representatives were included
in the executive body (Source, Source,
Source).

* South Korean Political Collapse: Former
President Yoon Suk-yeol was sentenced to
life in prison for his failed 2024 insurrec-
tion and attempt to provoke war with the
DPRK. This has led to a sudden diplomatic
thaw between Seoul and Pyongyang
(Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics The exclusion of the EU from the
Russia-Ukraine talks indicates a "Yalta-style"
return to Great Power diplomacy. Analysts
suggest that the U.S. no longer views Europe
as a "substantial" ally but rather a secondary
implementation partner (Source, Source).
Meanwhile, the growing military integration
between Russia, China, and Iran creates a for-
mal "triple pact" that poses an existential

threat to U.S. dominance in the Middle East
(Source, Source).

Elite Politics & Corruption The arrest of
Prince Andrew and the "controlled leak" of
over 3 million Epstein files suggest a massive
realignment of global elites. In Ukraine, a
power struggle between Zelensky and former
General Zaluzhny (now Ambassador to the
UK) is intensifying, with Zaluzhny accusing
Zelensky of resource mismanagement and in-
timidation via the SBU (Source, Source,
Source, Source).

Energy Security The pipeline dispute be-
tween Ukraine and its neighbors (Hungary/
Slovakia) demonstrates the wvulnerability of
transit states. Hungary's move to utilize sea
routes via Croatia signals a long-term shift
away from reliance on Ukrainian infrastruc-
ture (Source, Source, Source).

State Capacity & Internal Stability In the
U.S., the FBI is facing a crisis of reputation
and morale. High-profile resignations and the
deployment of 25 JAG military attorneys to fill
roles in the Minnesota U.S. Attorney’s office
suggest a collapse of domestic prosecutorial
capacity (Source, Source). In Iraq, Washing-
ton has threatened sanctions if the parliament
re-appoints Nuri al-Maliki, showing an aggres-
sive use of "coercive diplomacy" to influence
foreign governance (Source, Source).

Terrorism & Infrastructure New reports al-
lege CIA agents were "sympathetic listeners"
to the 2022 Nordstream sabotage plan. This
has prompted German political parties (AfD)
to demand an end to the "vassalage" to Wash-
ington and a cessation of funding to "Nord-
stream terrorists" in Kiev (Source, Source).
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LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislation and policy discussion focused on
the radical overhaul of drug pricing, massive
increases in defense spending, and the cre-
ation of international "Board" structures to by-
pass the United Nations. Efforts to reform
patent law and "Most Favored Nation" status
for pharmaceuticals are at the center of the
domestic U.S. agenda.

e Hatch-Waxman Act (1984) Reform Pro-
posals: Discussion centered on rebalancing
the pivot point between brand-name exclu-
sivity and generic market entry to lower
drug prices (Source, Source).

* Most Favored Nation (MFN) Drug Pric-
ing: A proposal to tie U.S. drug prices to
the lowest prices paid overseas, effectively
forcing other nations to stop "subsidizing"
their lower costs through American over-
payment (Source, Source).

* U.S. Defense Budget Expansion: A plan
to increase defense spending from $1 tril-
lion to $1.5 trillion, including an additional
$1 trillion for a nuclear arsenal upgrade
(Source, Source, Source).

* Gaza Board of Peace Charter: A mandate
requiring board members to pay a $1 bil-
lion fee for a three-year seat, aimed at re-
construction but criticized for lacking
Palestinian input (Source, Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Geneva Trilateral Press Briefing:
Vladimir Medinsky (Russia) and Rustam
Umerov (Ukraine) provided brief state-
ments on ‘"substantive" but "difficult"
progress toward peace (Source, Source,
Source).

* White House Press Secretary Briefing:
Addressed the "Operation Midnight Ham-
mer" success and urged Iran to make a deal
while diplomacy is still an option (Source,
Source, Source).

* Munich Security Conference: Featured
speeches by Marco Rubio (praising colo-
nialism), Kaja Kallas (defending European
standards), and Zelensky (attacking Viktor
Orban) (Source, Source, Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "New Yalta" and the End of European
Influence The most striking narrative of the
day is the irrelevance of Europe in its own se-
curity architecture. The trilateral talks be-
tween the US, Russia, and Ukraine demon-
strate that the Trump administration is willing
to negotiate directly with Moscow, treating
EU powers as secondary interests. This is ex-
acerbated by internal EU fractures, with Hun-
gary and Slovakia using energy as a weapon
against Ukraine, and Germany facing political
pressure over CIA complicity in the Nord-
stream bombing. The narrative is shifting
from "Western Unity" to "Great Power Real-
ism" (Source, Source, Source).

Controlled Collapse of the Establishment
The arrest of Prince Andrew and the chaotic
release of the Epstein files suggest that the
"old guard" is being dismantled, perhaps by a
new faction of elites using transparency as a
weapon. The failure of the DQJ's digital redac-
tions—allowing simple "copy-paste" access to
hidden names—is seen not as an accident but
as a symptom of a broader institutional decay
or an intentional "slow-drip" exposure of cor-
ruption to force a reset of the political land-
scape (Source, Source, Source, Source).
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Militarized  Transactionalism Trump’s
"Board of Peace" and his approach to Iran rep-
resent a new "Business of War" model. Peace
is marketed as "less expensive" than war, yet
the prerequisite for joining the Gaza board is
a $1 billion "entry fee." This transactional ap-
proach extends to nuclear testing; by accusing
China of covert tests, the administration justi-
fies a massive budgetary influx for the domes-
tic  military-industrial (Source,
Source, Source).

complex

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a severe es-
calation in the UK royal crisis as Prince An-
drew’s 96-hour custody limit approaches; if he
"speaks" to avoid prison, it could implicate
current heads of state. In Ukraine, the diesel
cutoff will likely lead to immediate grid insta-
bility or a forced military concession on pipe-
line security. In the Gulf, joint naval drills by
Russia, China, and Iran will test the resolve of
the U.S. carrier groups, potentially leading to
a "near-miss" encounter (Source, Source,
Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The U.S.
midterm elections will likely hinge on the suc-
cess of the drug pricing reforms (MFN and
generic approvals). If the "Board of Peace"
fails to secure Palestinian participation, ex-
pect a secondary conflict to erupt in the West
Bank as Israel moves toward formal annexa-
tion. The "thaw" between North and South Ko-
rea could lead to a strategic shift in East Asia,
potentially involving the lifting of sanctions in
exchange for an Arctic shipping route
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years) A permanent tripar-
tite alliance between Russia, China, and Iran
is likely to form a parallel security and eco-
nomic structure to NATO. The U.S. will likely

return to active nuclear testing, ending the
decades-long global pause and triggering a
multi-trillion dollar arms race. The EU faces
potential dissolution or radical restructuring
as member states like Hungary and Slovakia
pursue independent foreign and energy poli-
cies (Source, Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Security: The U.S. must prepare for a sce-
nario where regional bases (Qatar, UAE)
are no longer available for strikes against
Iran due to pressure from Tehran on those
host nations (Source, Source).

* Diplomatic: European powers must pivot
from a NATO-centric policy to a more inde-
pendent security posture, as the U.S. is
demonstrating a willingness to settle the
Ukraine conflict without their input
(Source, Source).

* Humanitarian: Immediate intervention is
required in Gaza to provide food and water,
as the "Board of Peace" is currently viewed
by regional actors as a "real estate" venture
rather than a relief mission (Source,
Source).

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Global energy mar-
kets face extreme volatility if the Strait of
Hormuz is closed; a 36% oil supply reduc-
tion would result in prices between $150-
$200/barrel, crashing EU economies
(Source, Source).
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* Regulatory Compliance: Pharmaceutical
companies must prepare for a radical shift
in U.S. patent law and pricing structures
(MFN), which will likely decimate profit
margins on brand-name drugs while open-
ing massive opportunities for generic man-
ufacturers (Source, Source).

* Investment Opportunity: The reconstruc-
tion of Gaza, while politically fraught, is be-
ing framed by the U.S. administration as a
"tremendous potential" for real estate and
infrastructure development for those will-
ing to pay the board's entry fees (Source,
Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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