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Framing current rule as culmination of decades of Aligning with Russia, China, Iran to hypass
resistance against foreign powers. Divine mandate claim. Western sanctions. Emphasmng "realistic” engagement.

DEMANDING INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF “REALISTIC CONDITIONS”
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COURTING NON-WESTERN INVESTMENT FOR INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

HARDLINE GOVERNANCE & SOCIAL CONTROL

ESCALATION OF SHARIA SOCIAL ORDER &
JUDICIARY (“TAZIRI") MARKET REGULATION

Public lashings & imprisonment Strict price controls durin

for moral/civil crimes (sodomy, Ramadan, High security alertin
adultery, gambling). cities. No social liberalization

Ministry of Vlce & Virtue active. accompanying economic moves.

ECONOMIC PRAGMATISM WILL NOT LEAD TO SOCIAL LIBERALIZATION
CHALLENGES, MILITARIZATION & STRATEGIC OUTLOOK

BORDER

?

MASS MIGRATION & MILITARIZATION OF THE STATE | STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISKS
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS Military as backbone. Focus on Short-term: Ramadan stability.

4M+ returnees from Pakistan/Iran. professnonallzatlon & modern Medium-term: Infrastructure boost.
Shortfall in international aid. tech (“religious obligation”). Long-term: Shift to mineral economy,
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THE DUAL NARRATIVE: SEEKING REGIONAL ECONOMIC LEGITIMACY WHILE
CONSOLIDATING INTERNAL POWER THROUGH UNYIELDING SHARIA LAW.
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REGIONAL ECONOMIC
INTEGRATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
WHILE REINFORCING HARDLINE
SHARIA GOVERNANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On February 19, 2026, the Taliban-led admin-
istration in Kabul projected an image of a sta-
bilizing state transitioning from a revolution-
ary movement to a regional economic hub.
The day’s coverage was dominated by efforts
to finalize critical infrastructure—specifically
the Khwaf-Herat railway and internal road
networks—while aggressively courting non-
Western investment from Belarus, India, and
Uzbekistan. This economic outreach is being
synchronized with a "victory" narrative, fram-
ing current governance as the culmination of
decades of resistance against foreign powers,
most notably emphasized during commemora-
tions of the Soviet withdrawal and ongoing
critiques of the 20-year U.S.-led occupation.
The administration is leveraging these histori-
cal grievances to consolidate domestic legiti-
macy while simultaneously demanding that

the international community recognize its "re-
alistic conditions" on the ground.

The state's capacity to govern is being tested
by a dual-front challenge: the mass deporta-
tion of Afghan nationals from Pakistan and
Iran, and the need to regulate domestic mar-
kets during the holy month of Ramadan. To
maintain order, the regime has intensified its
"Taziri" (corporal) punishments for moral and
criminal offenses across multiple provinces,
signaling that economic pragmatism will not
be accompanied by social liberalization. Fur-
thermore, the administration is positioning it-
self as a neutral arbiter in regional tensions,
specifically highlighting Russian warnings
against strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities,
thereby aligning itself with a broader
Eurasian security bloc that opposes Western
interventionism.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Regional Diplomatic and Economic
Outreach: The Taliban administration is in-
tensifying engagement with regional pow-
ers to bypass Western sanctions and secure
industrial growth.

o High-level meetings between Afghan and
Uzbek ambassadors in Moscow focused
on transit issues and the "realistic" as-
sessment of Afghanistan’s security gains
(Source, Source, Source).

o

A major delegation to Belarus secured
agreements for cooperation in heavy ma-
chinery, food security, and technology
transfer for agricultural and industrial
sectors (Source, Source, Source).

o Indian investors expressed interest in es-
tablishing gemstone showrooms and
transferring German-developed waste-to-
diesel technology to Kabul (Source,
Source, Source).
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* Infrastructure and Energy Security: The
state is prioritizing the completion of tran-
sit corridors to cement its role as a bridge
between Central and South Asia.

o Phase 1 of Section 4 of the Khwaf-Herat
railway has reached 96% completion, a
project seen as vital for the economic vi-
ability of Afghanistan's mining sector
(Source, Source).

o Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS)
extended its electricity import contract
with Iran for the solar year 1405, while
simultaneously announcing a $463 mil-
lion deal for domestic power generation
(Source, Source, Source).

o

Construction began on a 60km road con-
necting the Chak and Daimirdad districts
in Maidan Wardak, valued at over 2 bil-
lion AFN (Source, Source).

* Escalation of Sharia-Based Judiciary:
Public lashings and imprisonment for moral
and civil crimes continue to serve as the
primary tool for social control.

o Courts in Kabul, Balkh, Parwan, Ghor,
and Faryab implemented "Taziri" punish-
ments for offenses including sodomy,
adultery, gambling, and drug distribution
(Source, Source, Source).

o The Ministry of Vice and Virtue reported
resolving 78 cases related to "women's
Sharia rights" and arrested multiple indi-
viduals for "magic" and sorcery (Source,
Source, Source).

* Management of Mass Migration and

Returnees: The administration is strug-
gling to absorb over 3,000 daily deportees
from Pakistan and Iran amid a shortfall in
international aid.

o Over 4 million Afghans have returned in
the current solar year, with 3,000+ re-
turning via the Torkham and Spin Boldak
crossings in a single 24-hour period
(Source, Source, Source).

o The Swedish Committee allocated 70
million SEK to the IOM for returnee sup-
port as UNICEF warns of a drastic de-
cline in global humanitarian funding for
Afghanistan (Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Geopolitics: The administration is pivoting

toward a FEurasian alliance, emphasizing
"realistic" engagement with Russia and Chi-
na while critiquing the U.S. presence in the
Middle East. Official narratives heavily fea-
tured Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov’s warnings against attacking Irani-
an nuclear sites, framing it as a threat to
regional stability (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

Domestic Stability & Social Order: Se-
curity forces have been placed on high alert
for Ramadan, with the Ministry of Interior
claiming full control over "every alley and
street" in Kabul, a direct contrast to the in-
stability of the previous republican era
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

State Capacity: The Ministry of Defense
graduated 153 personnel from the 313 Cen-
tral Corps, emphasizing the "religious obli-
gation" of equipping the military with mod-
ern technology, including night-vision capa-
bilities (Source, Source, Source, Source).
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* Economic Statecraft: The Chamber of
Agriculture and Livestock signed a memo-
randum with Afghan United Bank to facili-
tate low-commission international transfers
for exporters, a move aimed at bypassing
the paralyzed traditional banking sector
(Source, Source).

* Trade: Strict quality controls were imple-
mented at ports, exemplified by the rejec-
tion of 65 tons of "substandard" iron at the
Islam Qala border (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

* Corruption & Governance: The adminis-
tration introduced a "simplification of docu-
ments" seminar in Panjshir to reduce "pa-
per-running" and administrative delays, sig-
naling an effort to professionalize the bu-
reaucracy (Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The Taliban administration continues to gov-
ern primarily through supreme decrees and
the application of Sharia-based judicial rulings
rather than a formal legislative body. Policy fo-
cus this week centers on economic deregula-
tion for investors and strict price controls in
domestic markets.

* Price Control Regulation: Kabul Munici-
pality and provincial administrations issued
mandatory "price lists" to shopkeepers to
prevent hoarding and price gouging during
Ramadan (Source, Source, Source).

* Environmental Policy (Green Future): A
nationwide "Tree Planting Campaign" was
launched, with Mazar-i-Sharif alone target-
ing the planting of 600,000 saplings to
combat air pollution and soil erosion
(Source, Source, Source).

* Education Regulation: The first confer-
ence of the Private Schools Association in
Herat highlighted a policy of absorbing re-
turnee students for free or at reduced
rates, though the quality of education and
curriculum remains under state scrutiny
(Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* The Narrative of the "Defeated Super-
power": A pervasive theme throughout the
day was the  |historical framing of
Afghanistan as the "graveyard of empires."
By linking the 1989 Soviet withdrawal to
the 2021 U.S. withdrawal, the Taliban is
crafting a narrative of divine mandate and
national resilience. This is being used to
justify the current economic hardships as a
necessary cost of "independence" (Source,
Source, Source, Source).

Eurasian Economic Pivot: There is a
clear strategic shift away from Western-led
development toward integration with the
Belt and Road-adjacent economies of Cen-
tral Asia. The emphasis on the Khwaf-Herat
railway and the Belarus trade mission sug-
gests the Taliban is betting on land-based
transit and regional industrial partnerships
to survive economic isolation (Source,
Source, Source).

Militarization of Governance: The fre-
quent graduation ceremonies and the pres-
ence of high-ranking military officials like
Hafiz Fasihuddin Fitrat at civil events indi-
cate that the military remains the backbone
of the state. The rhetoric has shifted from
"conquest" to "preservation of the Islamic
system," with a new focus on professional-
ization and technical mastery of weapons
systems (Source, Source, Source).
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* Humanitarian Crisis as Political Lever-
age: The administration is increasingly vo-
cal about the lack of international support
for returnees. By highlighting the scale of
the deportations from Pakistan (over 4 mil-
lion returnees), Kabul is effectively signal-
ing to the West and the UN that a collapse
in Afghan state capacity would lead to re-
gional instability that the international
community cannot afford to ignore (Source,
Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Domestic focus
will remain on Ramadan stability. Expect
continued localized price controls and a
high visibility of security forces. The influx
of deportees from Pakistan will likely peak,
straining temporary camps at the border
(Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Completion
of the Khwaf-Herat railway and the initia-
tion of the 60km Maidan Wardak road
project will provide a boost to the adminis-
tration's claims of state capacity. Trade vol-
umes with Uzbekistan and Iran are likely to
increase as new banking and transit agree-
ments take effect (Source, Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shift
toward a mineral-exporting economy. If
agreements with India and Belarus bear
fruit, Afghanistan may develop basic indus-
trial processing for gemstones and agricul-
tural products, reducing reliance on raw
commodity exports. However, the lack of a
formal constitution and the reliance on
supreme decrees may lead to internal suc-
cession friction or elite political instability
(Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy:

o Security: Regional states should pre-
pare for a Taliban military that is in-
creasingly proficient in specialized
equipment (night vision, armor), which
may embolden them in border disputes,
particularly with Pakistan.

o Diplomatic: The pivot toward Belarus
and Russia suggests that Western lever-
age based on traditional aid is diminish-
ing; "realistic engagement" must account
for Kabul's growing ties with the
Eurasian bloc.

o Humanitarian: The shortfall in UNICEF
and IOM funding creates a vacuum that
the Taliban is using to radicalize re-
turnee narratives, framing Western ne-
glect as a "hostile" act.

e For Private Sector/Investors:

o Investment Opportunity: The mining
and gemstone sectors are being aggres-
sively opened to regional investors with
promises of full security and tax incen-
tives (Source, Source).

o Regulatory Risk: Quality control at bor-
ders is becoming increasingly rigid and
non-negotiable; firms must ensure total
compliance with internal Taliban stan-
dards to avoid costly rejections at ports
(Source, Source).

o Safety Standard: While the Taliban
claims "nationwide security," the judicial
system's reliance on public corporal pun-
ishment and lack of a transparent com-
mercial legal framework poses signifi-
cant ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) and reputational risks for
foreign firms.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260219_173000

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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