
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
TVPINFO

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

TVPINFO

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

POLAND FACES A SYSTEMIC

CROSSROADS AS EXECUTIVE-

PRESIDENTIAL PARALYSIS

COINCIDES WITH AN IMMINENT

REGIONAL WAR THREAT IN THE

MIDDLE EAST AND A RADICAL

SHIFT IN NATIONAL DEFENSE

POLICY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marked a day of extreme

domestic  and  international  volatility  for

Poland. Domestically, the "cohabitation" crisis

between  Prime  Minister  Donald  Tusk’s  gov‐

ernment  and  President  Karol  Nawrocki

reached  a  fever  pitch  following  the  Presi‐

dent’s veto of the National Council of the Judi‐

ciary (KRS) reform. This move effectively so‐

lidifies the legal chaos within the Polish jus‐

tice system, with the government now threat‐

ening  a  "Plan  B"  to  bypass  presidential  ob‐

struction. Simultaneously, the governing coali‐

tion faces internal fragmentation as the "Pols‐

ka 2050" party suffered a major split, leading

to the creation of a new "Centrum" parliamen‐

tary club and triggering a battle over ministe‐

rial portfolios. These domestic distractions oc‐

cur against a backdrop of a massive overhaul

in defense policy, as the government moves to

withdraw from the Ottawa Convention to facil‐

itate  rapid  border  mining  under  the  "Shield

East" project, funded by the controversial but

high-stakes  European  "Safe"  loan  program

(Source, Source, Source).

On the global stage, the inauguration of Don‐

ald Trump’s "Peace Council" in Washington re‐

vealed a deepening rift between the U.S. ad‐

ministration  and  traditional  European  allies.

While Trump touted the council as a superior

alternative to the UN, major Western powers

—including Poland—maintained only observer

status,  reflecting  skepticism  regarding  the

council's legitimacy and its exclusion of Pales‐

tinian  representatives.  Most  critically,  the

threat of a "hot" conflict in Iran has reached a

state of extreme urgency. Prime Minister Tusk

issued a rare, direct appeal for all Polish citi‐

zens to evacuate Iran immediately,  citing in‐

telligence  that  an  attack  may  be  imminent

within  hours,  while  joint  naval  exercises  by

Iran, Russia, and China in the Strait of Hor‐

muz signal a hardening of the opposing axis

(Source, Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Presidential  Veto  of  KRS  Reform and

"Active  Farmer"  Bill: President  Karol

Nawrocki vetoed the legislation intended to

restore  judge-led  elections  to  the  KRS,

claiming it  would "politicize" the judiciary

and  create  "segregation"  among  s

. The government viewed this as a

deliberate attempt to sabotage the restora‐

tion  of  the  rule  of  law  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 
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Imminent  War  Threat  in  Iran: Prime

Minister  Donald  Tusk  issued  a  high-level

warning for Polish citizens to leave Iran im‐

mediately,  stating  that  a  "hot  conflict"  is

highly  probable  and  evacuation  may  be‐

come impossible within hours. The U.S. has

deployed a second carrier strike group to

the  region  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source). 

Inauguration of Trump’s Peace Council:

Donald Trump opened the council in Wash‐

ington, claiming it has already secured $17

billion for Gaza’s reconstruction. However,

the  event  was  marked  by  the  absence  of

major Western leaders and the exclusion of

Palestinian  authorities  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 

Poland to Withdraw from Ottawa Con‐

vention: To bolster the "Shield East" bor‐

der fortification project, the Polish govern‐

ment  announced  plans  to  withdraw  from

the  international  treaty  banning  anti-per‐

sonnel mines, allowing for the mining of the

eastern border within 48 hours of a threat

(Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Political Fragmentation of Polska 2050:

A  group  of  18  parliamentarians  led  by

Paulina  Hennig-Kloska  split  from  Szymon

Hołownia’s  party  to  form  the  "Centrum"

club,  leading  to  a  crisis  over  ministerial

recommendations  and  coalition  stability

(Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Arrest  of  Prince  Andrew: The  former

Duke of York was arrested by British police

on his 66th birthday under charges of "mis‐

conduct in public office" related to the Jef‐

frey Epstein scandal,  specifically allegedly

passing  confidential  trade  reports  to  Ep‐

stein (Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Approval  of  "Project  Safe"  Loan: The

Polish Senate approved the €44 billion uni‐

jny loan for  defense,  despite total  opposi‐

tion from the Law and Justice (PiS) party,

who argue the 45-year debt term is a threat

to  sovereignty  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and National Defense

Border Militarization: The "Shield East"

project is being accelerated. The capability

to mine the border within 48 hours is a cen‐

tral strategic goal, requiring Poland to exit

the  Ottawa  Convention  (Source,  Source, 

Source). 

Drone Warfare and Domestic Industry:

Tests at the Zielonka range showcased Pol‐

ish-made  drone  systems  (Dragonfly,  Szer‐

szeń) and anti-drone defenses (San system).

The  government  aims  for  80-90%  of

"Project Safe" funds to be spent on Polish

and European defense technology (Source, 

Source, Source, Source). 

U.S.-Poland Relations: Friction exists be‐

tween the Tusk government and the Trump

administration’s  diplomatic  style.  The  use

of AI-generated videos by the U.S. Ambas‐

sador to simulate events at the Kościuszko

Mound  was  criticized  as  a  "PR  disaster"

and "horrible" (Source, Source). 

Domestic Stability and Social Order

Judicial Impasse: The President's veto of

the KRS bill  ensures that  the "neo-judge"

controversy  remains  unresolved,  affecting

millions of court cases and potentially lead‐

ing  to  further  international  fines  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source). 
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"Road  Murderers"  Legislation: Public

and  government  pressure  is  mounting  to

reclassify  fatal  DUI  accidents  as  "road

homicide" (zabójstwo drogowe). New penal‐

ties including vehicle confiscation and mini‐

mum 5-year sentences for repeat offenders

are now in effect (Source, Source, Source, 

Source). 

Violent  Crime  and  Mental  Health: A

shocking  double  murder  and  dismember‐

ment in Raciąż by a 29-year-old man (the

son of a convicted murderer) highlights fail‐

ures in psychiatric monitoring after the sus‐

pect  allegedly  stopped  taking  medication

(Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Economic Statecraft and Infrastructure

Project Safe Financing: The government

is  leveraging  a  low-interest  (approx.  3%)

45-year loan from the EU to fund defense,

claiming it saves billions compared to issu‐

ing  domestic  bonds  (Source,  Source, 

Source). 

Critical  Infrastructure  Vulnerability: A

massive  water  main  failure  in  Wrocław

flooded the city center and cut off water to

most residents, demonstrating the fragility

of  aging  urban  infrastructure  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Energy Security: Slovakia has declared a

state of emergency in the oil sector as the

"Friendship"  (Druzhba)  pipeline  remains

dry following Russian attacks on Ukrainian

infrastructure (Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative  activity  was  characterized  by  a

sharp divide between the parliamentary ma‐

jority  and  the  President.  While  the  Senate

moved forward with critical defense funding,

the President utilized his veto power to block

structural reforms in the judiciary and agricul‐

tural sectors.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

National Council of the Judiciary (KRS)

Reform Bill: Vetoed by President Nawroc‐

ki. Aimed to have judges elect 15 members

of the KRS instead of the Sejm. The Presi‐

dent  claims  this  violates  his  prerogatives

and creates "segregation" (Source, Source, 

Source). 

Active  Farmer Bill: Vetoed  by  President

Nawrocki.  Aimed to restrict  EU payments

to landowners who do not actually conduct

agricultural activity (Source, Source). 

Financial Instrument for Increasing Se‐

curity  ("Project  Safe"): Passed  by  the

Senate  with  amendments.  A  €44  billion

loan  for  defense  modernization.  Amend‐

ments  ensure  repayments  do  not  come

from  the  defense  ministry  (MON)  budget

and  mandate  anti-corruption  controls

(Source, Source, Source). 

Ottawa Convention Withdrawal Propos‐

al: Policy shift announced by the PM to al‐

low  the  use  of  anti-personnel  mines  for

"Shield East" (Source, Source, Source). 

Road Safety  Penalties  (Amendment  to

Penal Code): Effective Jan 29 and March

3.  Penalizes  "drifting,"  allows  for  vehicle

confiscation for DUI over 1.5 promille, and

introduces lifetime bans for breaking exist‐

ing court bans (Source, Source, Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Minister  of  Justice  Waldemar  Żurek

Briefing: Attacked  the  President’s  KRS

veto, calling it a "Plan for Chaos" and an‐

nouncing  "Plan  B"  to  reorganize  the  KRS

without  presidential  cooperation  (Source, 

Source). 
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PM  Donald  Tusk  at  Zielonka  Range:

Emphasized the urgency of Polish defense

production and warned of the Iran conflict

(Source, Source). 

Wiesław  Szczepański  (MSWiA)  Inter‐

view: Discussed the slow progress of bomb

shelter  construction  and  revealed  Poland

now has over 1 million registered civilian

firearms (Source). 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Collapse of Institutional Cooperation

The relationship between the Prime Ministry

and the Presidency has transitioned from fric‐

tion  to  open  systemic  sabotage.  President

Nawrocki’s dual veto of the KRS and "Active

Farmer"  bills  suggests  a  strategy  of  "total

veto," intended to prevent the Tusk adminis‐

tration  from fulfilling  campaign  promises  re‐

garding the  "Rule  of  Law."  Minister  Żurek’s

response—invoking  "Plan  B"—indicates  the

government may attempt to govern via resolu‐

tions or "bottom-up" judicial elections, which

will inevitably lead to a bifurcated legal reality

where different courts recognize different ver‐

sions of the KRS. This theme extends to the

"Project Safe" loan, where PiS senators voted

against defense funding they previously sup‐

ported, suggesting that partisan loyalty to the

Trump-aligned PiS leadership now outweighs

traditional  "national  interest"  consensus  on

defense (Source, Source, Source, Source).

The "Defense-First" National Economy

A  significant  narrative  shift  is  occurring

where national security is being framed as the

primary  driver  of  economic  growth.  The

"Project Safe" loan and the "Shield East" forti‐

fications are not merely military projects but

are  being  marketed  as  massive  industrial

stimuli. By promising that 80% of the €44 bil‐

lion  will  stay  in  the  Polish  and  European

economies,  the  government  is  attempting to

build a "Win-Win" strategy that links survival

against Russia with industrial modernization.

However,  the decision to withdraw from the

Ottawa Convention signals a grim realism: the

government  is  prioritizing  tactical  survival

over  international  humanitarian  norms,  a

move that would have been unthinkable five

years ago (Source, Source, Source, Source).

The End of "Working Royal" Immunity

The arrest of Prince Andrew in the UK is be‐

ing treated in Poland as a landmark moment

for  global  governance  and  the  principle  of

equality before the law. Analyst commentary

suggests that this arrest, specifically on trade-

related  charges  rather  than  just  the  well-

known sexual abuse allegations, demonstrates

that the "Epstein network" had deep state-lev‐

el  implications  involving  trade  secrets  and

corporate espionage. The Polish government’s

plan  to  launch  its  own  commission  into  the

Polish threads of the Epstein scandal indicates

that this issue will be used as a political tool

to  investigate  domestic  elites'  past  connec‐

tions (Source, Source, Source, Source).

The  Transactional  Nature  of  the  "New

World Order"

Donald Trump’s Peace Council is described by

analysts not as a diplomatic forum, but as a

"personal project" and "show" designed to by‐

pass international law and the UN. The coun‐

cil’s  focus  on  the  "Gaza  Riviera"  and  hotel

construction,  led  by  developers  like  Steve

Witkoff, highlights a shift toward "transaction‐

al diplomacy" where peace is a byproduct of

real estate and investment deals. Poland's de‐

cision  to  send  only  a  lower-level  observer

(Marcin Przydacz) despite the President’s de‐

sire  to  go  shows  the  Polish  government's

• 
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struggle to balance its traditional reliance on

the U.S. with its commitment to the EU and

established  international  order  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): A high-probability

military kinetic event involving the U.S./Israel

and Iran is expected, likely resulting in a total

suspension of  air  travel  to the region and a

spike  in  global  oil  prices.  Domestically,  the

government  will  likely  announce  the  formal

mechanisms of  "Plan B" for the KRS, poten‐

tially triggering a strike or "bottom-up" elec‐

tion  within  the  judiciary  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): As Poland be‐

gins to withdraw from the Ottawa Convention,

expect  diplomatic  friction  with  some  EU

neighbors and NGOs. The "Project Safe" funds

will  begin  to  flow  into  Polish  defense  firms

(like Belma and Mesko), leading to a rapid in‐

crease  in  manufacturing  capacity  for  mines

and  ammunition.  The  Polska  2050/Centrum

split will likely lead to a cabinet reshuffle, po‐

tentially weakening the influence of Speaker

Szymon Hołownia (Source, Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Project Safe"

loan will bind Polish fiscal policy for 45 years,

making  defense  spending  a  permanent  and

dominant feature of the national budget. The

success or failure of "Shield East" will define

Poland’s role as the primary "garrison state"

of the EU’s eastern flank. The judicial crisis, if

not resolved by a new president in 2025, risks

creating a "lost decade" of legal certainty in

Poland (Source, Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Prepare for a paradigm shift  in

European border defense as Poland reintro‐

duces  landmines.  This  may  prompt  other

"Frontline"  states  (Baltics,  Finland)  to  re‐

consider  their  commitment  to  the  Ottawa

Convention (Source). 

Diplomatic: The  Trump  "Peace  Council"

creates a dual-track diplomacy risk. Coun‐

tries must decide whether to engage with

the UN-led process or the U.S.-led transac‐

tional council, which may lead to contradic‐

tory peace terms in conflict zones (Source, 

Source). 

Crisis  Management: Immediate  contin‐

gency plans are required for the spillover of

a  potential  Iran-U.S.  war,  particularly  re‐

garding the security  of  the Strait  of  Hor‐

muz  and  energy  supply  lines  to  Europe

(Source, Source). 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Defense Sector: Massive opportunities ex‐

ist for firms specializing in drone/anti-drone

tech,  ammunition,  and  automated  border

surveillance within Poland, backed by guar‐

anteed EU-funded loans (Source, Source). 

Legal Risk: The KRS veto ensures that any

investment  involving  Polish  litigation  or

real estate title disputes will remain high-

risk due to the ongoing "neo-judge" recog‐

nition crisis (Source, Source). 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Infrastructure/Energy: The state of emer‐

gency in Slovakia and the water main break

in  Wrocław  highlight  an  urgent  need  for

private  investment  in  redundant  and  re‐

silient  infrastructure  and  energy  storage

solutions  to  mitigate  aging  state  capacity

(Source, Source, Source). 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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