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DIPLOMATIC EXCLUSION OF

EUROPE IN GENEVA TRILATERAL

TALKS AMID IMMINENT US-IRAN

MILITARY TENSIONS AND RECORD

MOSCOW STORM

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, was defined by a critical

shift  in  the  geopolitical  architecture  of  the

Ukrainian conflict, as trilateral negotiations in

Geneva  between  Russia,  the  United  States,

and  Ukraine  effectively  sidelined  European

powers. While the Russian delegation, led by

Vladimir Medinsky, characterized the talks as

"heavy  but  businesslike,"  the  Russian  media

narrative  emphasized  European  "hysteria"

over their exclusion from the decision-making

process. This diplomatic movement coincides

with reports from Western and Israeli outlets

that  the United States  military  has  finalized

plans for a potential strike on Iran, scheduled

as early as the coming weekend, although a fi‐

nal  decision  from  President  Trump  remains

pending. Russia has responded by conducting

joint naval maneuvers with Iran in the Gulf of

Oman,  signaling  continued  strategic  align‐

ment despite the escalating regional threat.

Tactically, the conflict in Ukraine saw signifi‐

cant Russian advancements, most notably the

capture of Magdalinovka in the Zaporozhia re‐

gion  and  the  tightening  of  a  "semi-encir‐

clement" around the industrial and logistical

hub  of  Konstantinovka.  The  deployment  of

"Ovod-15"  fiber-optic  drones  represents  a

qualitative leap in electronic warfare, as these

wire-guided  munitions  bypass  standard  jam‐

ming technologies to strike high-value targets

with  cinematic  precision.  Concurrently,  the

domestic  situation  in  Russia  was  dominated

by "Cyclone Vali,"  a  historic  snowstorm that

dropped half a month’s precipitation on Mos‐

cow in a single day, paralyzing transport infra‐

structure  and  challenging  state  capacity  to

maintain basic urban functions during an "or‐

ange level" weather emergency.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva Trilateral Negotiations and Eu‐

ropean Marginalization: The third round

of  talks  between  Russia,  the  USA (repre‐

sented by Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushn‐

er),  and  Ukraine  (represented  by  Rustem

Umerov) concluded in Geneva. Russian offi‐

cials highlighted that the "Geneva format"

is  focused on political  settlement  and ad‐

dressing the "root  causes" of  the conflict,

while  European  diplomats  from  the  UK,

France, and Germany were reportedly rele‐

gated to the lobby of  the Intercontinental

Hotel,  unable  to  enter  the  negotiation

room. (Source, Source, Source) 
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Imminent  US  Military  Action  Against

Iran: Reports  cited  by  CBS  and  Israeli

Channel N12 indicate US military readiness

for  a  strike  on  the  Islamic  Republic  this

weekend. While Israel has signaled its in‐

tent to join the operation if it proceeds, the

Kremlin is monitoring the situation closely,

having  recently  completed  joint  exercises

with the Iranian Navy involving the Baltic

Fleet  corvette  "Stoiky."  (Source,  Source, 

Source)

Russian  Tactical  Successes  in  Za‐

porozhia  and  Donbas: Russian  forces,

supported  by  the  "Dnepr"  grouping  and

specialized  UAV  battalions,  successfully

cleared Magdalinovka. In the Konstantinov‐

ka sector, three Russian groupings (Center,

South, and West) are conducting a massive

multi-vector  operation  to  sever  Ukrainian

supply  lines  along  the  Alexey  Tikhov  Av‐

enue  and  the  Railway  Station  areas.

(Source, Source, Source)

UN Financial Collapse and "Council of

Peace" Emergence: UN Secretary-Gener‐

al Guterres warned of imminent bankruptcy

by July 2026 due to a $2.4 billion deficit,

primarily  driven  by  US  non-payment  (ac‐

counting for 95% of the total debt). Amidst

this, the Trump-initiated "Council of Peace"

is  gaining  traction  as  a  potential  alterna‐

tive,  though many European nations have

declined to join. (Source)

Technological Leap in UAV Warfare: The

Russian military has ramped up the use of

"Ovod-15"  fiber-optic  drones.  These  de‐

vices, which use a physical wire for signal

transmission,  are  immune  to  electronic

warfare  (EW)  and  have  reportedly  struck

thousands of targets in the SVO zone since

the beginning of 2026. (Source, Source)

Environmental  Emergency  in  Central

Russia: "Cyclone  Vali"  brought  record-

breaking snowfall to Moscow, with visibility

dropping  to  zero  and  traffic  reaching  9-

point congestion. The storm caused struc‐

tural  failures,  including  the  collapse  of  a

skating  rink  roof  on  Dnepropetrovskaya

Street  and  a  factory  roof  in  Lipetsk.

(Source, Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: 

The trilateral  Geneva talks  represent  a

shift back to a "Great Power" diplomacy

model that excludes the EU, fueling ten‐

sion between Paris/Berlin and Washing‐

ton. (Source)

Russia is leveraging its relationship with

Cuba  and  Madagascar  to  counter  US

sanctions,  with  Putin  specifically  con‐

demning the "energy blockade"  against

Cuba. (Source, Source)

State Capacity and Critical Infrastruc‐

ture: 

Moscow’s municipal response to Cyclone

Vali  tested  the  limits  of  24/7  snow  re‐

moval,  with  2,500 railway workers  and

over  80 pieces  of  heavy  machinery  de‐

ployed overnight. (Source, Source)

The  Judicial  Conference  addressed  the

"high burden on judges" and the need for

specialized  legal  protections  for  SVO

participants and their families. (Source, 

Source)

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260219_180000


Corruption and Governance (Ukraine): 

The "Mindich Scheme" (or "Shlagbaum")

continues to unravel, with NABU releas‐

ing wiretaps implicating former Energy

Minister  Galushchenko  in  the  theft  of

$112  million  from  Energoatom.

Galushchenko was reportedly caught try‐

ing to  flee to  Poland by train.  (Source, 

Source)

Economic Statecraft: 

Reports from The Economist suggest US

lawyers began drafting scenarios for lift‐

ing some Russian sanctions as early as

last  summer,  anticipating  a  Trump-bro‐

kered peace deal. (Source, Source)

Germany  is  facing  a  "militarization  vs.

butter" crisis, with experts predicting a

financial  collapse  by  2029 due  to  mas‐

sive defense spending and deindustrial‐

ization. (Source, Source)

AI and Technological Warfare: 

The US Pentagon reportedly utilized the

"Claude" AI model for strategic planning

and  coordination  in  high-stakes  opera‐

tions,  including  actions  in  Venezuela.

This has sparked conflict between AI de‐

velopers seeking regulation and the mili‐

tary  demanding  weapons-grade  autono‐

my. (Source)

Legislation: 

The State Duma passed a law granting

SVO veterans  up  to  35  days  of  unpaid

leave annually to facilitate health recov‐

ery. (Source)

The  Judicial  Conference  discussed  pro‐

posed monitoring systems for the execu‐

tion  of  Supreme  Court  Plenum  resolu‐

tions to ensure uniform justice. (Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity focused on social support

for veterans and judicial efficiency. The State

Duma introduced specific vacation mandates

for combat participants, while President Putin

signaled a need for judicial restraint in pre-tri‐

al detentions for economic crimes to protect

the business climate. Internationally, the Rus‐

sian Ministry of Foreign Affairs is prioritizing

trilateral  trilateral  diplomatic  frameworks

over multi-party European consensus.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SVO Veteran Leave Act: Grants 35 days of

unpaid  leave  per  year  to  veterans  of  the

special military operation and other combat

veterans. (Source)

Judicial Monitoring Proposal: A system

proposed by the President to track the im‐

plementation  of  Supreme  Court  Plenum

resolutions across  the general  jurisdiction

courts. (Source)

EU-Ukraine  Accession  Roadmap

(Draft): A five-step plan produced by the

European  Commission  targeting  2027  for

Ukrainian membership, currently under in‐

ternal EU debate. (Source, Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Annual Conference of Judges of Gener‐

al Jurisdiction: Putin addressed the need

for justice to be "inevitable but not exces‐

sive," specifically regarding entrepreneurs.

(Source, Source)

Valdai  Discussion  Club: Deputy  FM

Mikhail Galuzin discussed the "Geneva tri‐

lateral"  and criticized NATO countries  for

demanding a seat at the table based solely

on their financing of Kiev. (Source, Source)
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Marginalization  of  European

Sovereignty: A major narrative theme is the

perceived decay of European political agency.

Russian state media portrays Europe as being

caught in a "vice" between an "anti-European"

Trump administration and a Russia that refus‐

es to negotiate with anyone except the prima‐

ry principal (the US). Macron’s recent inter‐

views are framed as a futile "revolt" against a

US ideology that seeks the dissolution of the

EU.  The  exclusion  of  European  advisors  in

Geneva is cited as the ultimate proof that the

"Old  World"  is  no  longer  a  strategic  actor.

(Source, Source, Source)

The "Fiber-Optic Revolution" in Attrition

Warfare: The focus on the "Ovod-15" drone

highlights  a  shift  in  the  technological  arms

race.  By  using  15-40  km  of  high-strength

fiber-optic  cable,  the  Russian  military  has

found a hard-wired solution to the "electronic

umbrella"  of  modern  signal  jamming.  This

"high-precision  sniper  weapon"  allows  for

strikes in urban canyons and basement win‐

dows that were previously impossible, signal‐

ing a move toward "cinematic" tactical control

of the battlefield. (Source, Source)

Financial  Breakdown  of  Global  Institu‐

tions: The  reported  insolvency  of  the  UN,

coupled with the aggressive rise of the US-led

"Council of Peace," suggests a deliberate dis‐

mantling of the post-WWII international order.

Russia's "wait and see" approach to the Coun‐

cil of Peace, while highlighting its own regular

payments  to  the  UN  (blocked  by  US  sanc‐

tions), positions Moscow as a defender of "tra‐

ditional" international law against US-led "ad-

hoc" structures. (Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): High probability of

a significant military escalation in the Middle

East  if  the  reported  US  strike  on  Iran  pro‐

ceeds. This would likely trigger a sharp spike

in energy prices and a redistribution of Rus‐

sian  naval  assets  in  the  region.  Locally,  the

"Mindich  Scheme"  arrests  in  Ukraine  may

lead to a further "cleansing" of Zelensky’s in‐

ner circle as the US demands accountability

for diverted aid. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A fourth round

of  Geneva  talks  is  expected  to  finalize  "red

lines" for a potential ceasefire. If US lawyers

proceed  with  drafting  sanctions-lifting

roadmaps, we may see the first signs of frozen

asset  negotiations.  The "Vali"  storm damage

will likely necessitate unplanned budget real‐

locations for infrastructure repair  in Central

Russia. (Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural dein‐

dustrialization of Germany, driven by high en‐

ergy costs and defense pivot, could lead to a

permanent shift in the EU’s economic center

of gravity toward the East or a complete frac‐

turing of the bloc. Russia’s pivot to "direct tri‐

lateralism" with the US will likely redefine Eu‐

ropean security architecture for decades, po‐

tentially leading to a "neutralized" Ukraine as

a buffer zone. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Prepare for a "post-EW" environ‐

ment.  The  success  of  fiber-optic  drones

suggests  that  heavy  investment  in  signal

jamming may be obsolete against  special‐

ized tactical units. (Source)
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Diplomatic: Recognize the "Geneva Trilat‐

eral" as the primary vehicle for resolution.

European  intermediaries  are  currently

viewed  as  non-essential  by  both  Moscow

and the Trump administration. (Source)

Security: Monitoring of the Gulf of Oman

is critical as Russia and Iran deepen naval

interoperability  in  response  to  US  strike

threats. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Massive snow events

like "Vali" and the resulting infrastructure

collapses highlight the need for climate-re‐

silient  logistics  in  the  Russian  interior.

(Source)

Regulatory  Compliance: Stay  alert  for

"Sanctions Wind-down" signals. The Econo‐

mist’s reports on US legal preparation for

sanctions  lifting  suggest  a  high-alpha  op‐

portunity for early movers if trilateral talks

succeed. (Source)

Investment Opportunity: The fiber-optics

and autonomous robotics sectors in Russia

are  seeing  rapid  state-funded scaling,  by‐

passing Western tech components through

"post-industrial"  innovative  assembly.

(Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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